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AT THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, May 15, 18^, 

The following Report from the Council was read:— 

The Council has again to congratulate the Society upon the 
steady increase in the number of its members, affording a grati- 
fying proof, it is willing to believe, of the interest felt by the 
public in the promotion and encouragement of geographical 
science. 

Thirty-nine new members have been elected during the past 
«ycar; and the Society now consists of 545 members, exclulive of 
foreign, honorary, and correspoi^ling members. • * 

Yet while recording the fact of an increase of numbers, the 
Council cannot bo unmindful that the Society has to lament the 
loss of many valuable members, and especially of him, whose 
melancholy death in Northern Africa must be fresh in the 
remembrance of every member of the Society;—young, zealous, 
.and enterprising, the traveller had surmounted all the difficulties 
opposed to him in Marocco, in Sus, in Wadi Nun, and had even* 
traversed half the desert which separated him from Timbuctoo, 
when he fell a victim to the treachery of the faithless Arabs; 
and the nafrne of Davidson must now be added to tjiose of 
Homemann, f*ark, Ledyard,* Burckhardt, Laing, Clapperton, 
and,Lander, as the most, eminent amongst those^who have sacri¬ 
ficed their lives in the cause of African discovery, ft , 

In our own country, we cannot pass unnoticed the death of 
William .Marsden, Esq., a zealous and valuable member, who 
took a worm interest in our welfare, and^ devoted much time; 



vi Royal Geographical Society 

during a long and active life, to the study of ethnography, an 
important and, in this country, too much neglected branch of 
’ geography. A donation of neaVly a hundred volumes to the 
library of the Society will perpetuate his name as one of our most 
liberal ‘friends and benefactors. 

In common with all those who are interested in one of the most 
important branches of geography, we have to record the almost 
irreparable loss of Captain James Horsburgli, the Hydrographcr 
to the East India Company, to whose joint industry, skill, and 
•perseverance tk>j nation is so deeply indebted for our present 
knowledge of all the maritime regions of the Eastern world. 

Y r e have also to regret the loss of a distinguished foreign 
honorary member. Professor Frederick Hoffmann, who died at 
an early age. He is perhaps better known by his geological 
labours; but his great map of North-western Germany, and his 
work on the Orography and Geognosy of the same district, pub¬ 
lished in 1830, give him a high claim as a geographer. 

Within these few days, also, the Council has learnt that a 
corresponding member of the Society, ]!>on Ignacio Iberri, a 
General of Engineers in the Mexican Service, has fallen a victim 
.to his exertions, while exploring the site of some ancient rcmaiiy: 
latgly t discovered in the mountains near Jalapa. 

Finances. —The state of the finances, {he details of which 
are annexed, continues satisfactory. The expenditure for the 
past year has been considerable, in consequence of 490/. having 
been paid towards the expedition into British Guayana; 350/. 
towards that in Southern Africa; and 100 guineas for engraving 
*■ the die of the Royal Medal; yet it is gratifying to add that no 
necessity exists for touching upon the capital stock invested in 
the funds. 

Publications. —The Journal o f f *the Society for* the year 1836, 
sts in former yfiars, has been published in two parts, and the first 
part of that for 183J is now laid on the table. The demand for 
it by the public continues, and the 'marked increase in the sale 
of the last volume, having exceeded 400 in the space of six 
montfe, besides the 600 copies issued gratuitously to members. 
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would seem fully to justify the decision come to by the Council, 
that the illustrations in future should bo engraved on cqpjfcr; 
and that, however slight the ’sketch map of a country in*illus* 
tration of a memoir, its execution should be confided to our most 
able artists to ensure accuracy as far as the information we 
possess will enable us to do so; a small increase of expense will, 
of course, be incurred, but the object* gained of nevef giving 
currency to any but the most perfect maps our means will supply, 
more than compensate for any shell consideration. 

Nor can the Council omit to- record its testimony to the able 
and liberal assistance it has received in this department from Mr. 
John Arrowsmith, withdht whose experience and often grat’itous 
co-operation it could not have carried its wishes into effccl. 

The first edition of the second volume of the Journal having , 
been exhausted, while a demand still continues for it both by the 
public at large and by new members joining the Society, who are 
desirous of procuring complete sets of the Society’s Transaction?, 
the Council has directed it to be reprinV?d, and it is now ready 
for delivery. % 

Mr. Macdougall’s Translation of Captain Craali's Account 
"\)f Danish Discoveries on the East Coast of Greenland, published 
at the expense of the Society,Js now laid on the table. The. 
delay that has occurred in its publication, owing to the melan¬ 
choly death of the translator, t has enabled the Council to take 
^advantage of the kind pffer of Captain James Ross to add some 
notes to the work, which, from his long experience on the coast 
of Greenland, will doubtless much enhance the value of the 
• book. Members may now obtain it, gratis, at the Society’s 
apartments. * 

The Society’s other publication, namely, the Grammar of the 
Cree Language, by Mr. Howse, which was undertaken in con¬ 
junction with the Church Missionary Society, advances slowly (as, 
indeed, from the nature of tffe work it may be expected) towards * 
completion. It will probably appear during the^present year. 1 

His Majesty's Donation ~—The royal premium" for 183(5 has 
been awarded by the Council to Captain Robert Fitz Roy, Royal 
Navy, for his recent survey of the coasts of South America, 
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Art. I .—On the Monuments and Relics of the Ancient Inhabitants 

of New Spain .—Commynicated by Captain Vetch, Royal m 

Engineers, F.R.S. — Read Nov. 28, 1836. # 

Had none of these been preserved to our days, the study of the 
history and condition of the ancient inhabitants of New Spain 
would have deserved as little interest and attention as the history 
and condition of the ancient inhabitants of New Holland or Van 
Diemen’s Land. The case, however, is far otherwise, for the 
pyramids of Tcotihuaclftm, Cholula, Xochfcalco, and Papantla, 
and the edifices of Mftla and Palencjue, are erections of a mag¬ 
nitude to indicate they could only have been constructed in a 
country teeming jjritjs population, and submitted to a well organ¬ 
ized government. 

If we take, for example, the pyrafhid of Cholula, we learn frt>m* 
Humboldt, that it staiyls upon a square base, each side of which 
is about 480 yards, while the height, in its original state, was pro¬ 
bably not short of 180 feet, or one-eighth of the base line; and if 
we next assume that the slopes were formed at an angle of 45°, 
and that this truncated pyramid was divided into its four stages 
or stories, by means of three terraces, each 30 yards in breadth, 
we shall find the solid contents of the structure to amount to the 
enormous quantity of 7,146,000 tihbic yards; and if the writer is 
to judge of this pyramid from those of Teotihuacan, tne whole 
must have been cased in a smooth but hard coat of stucco or ce¬ 
ment, so that without taking into account the edifices which 
adorned the summit and other pvt*» some estimate may be formed , 
. of the labour and expense bestowed on this vast pile, and at the # 
same time we are led to Conclude, that the people* which could 
spare hands for such an erection, must have qeen nitnerous, and 
that the nation which submitted to so heavy a tax, must have been 
under an entire subjection to order and government; and; on the 
other hand, that the government must have possessed great an- 
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ithority, aad great means, and that it was capable of long conti¬ 
nued exertion,* , 

Robertson, in bis History of America, but partially informed 
on inany points, eager to generalize, and to adopt a theory of the 
passage ■ of mankind from savage to civilized life, is constantly 
mi^jutlging and depreciating the claims of the original Americans 
to ail attainment of the arts and condition of civilized life , 1 and 

• .t^ill hardly allow that any monuments exist of the yvorks of man 
deserving of notice; rnd though under the necessity of admitting 
the pyramid of Cholula, he describes it as nothing more than a 
mount of solid earth—but what more remains of Babylon ? and 
where shall we find such another artificial mount of solid earth ? 

With respec* to those monuments which have just been enume¬ 
rated, it is to be observed, that they were not erected at or near 
jthe epoch when the country was first visited by the Spaniards, 
but at that time (with the exception of the pyramid of Cholula) 
they were then in the same ruined and deserted state as we now 
find them; and the time and manner of their destruction and 
abandonment seem as much wrapt in obscurity as those of their 
origin and construction, notwithstanding the annals of the Aico- 
huan empire arc considered to reach to the end of the twelfth, or 
beginning of the thirteenth century. 

It is therefore very important to draw ifi great line of separation 
between these more ancient monuments of New Spain (believed 
to have been erected under the Toltec empire) and those monu¬ 
ments erected in or near the city of Mexico, dropi the period be¬ 
tween its foundation in 1325, and its destruction by Cortes in 
?521. These last, belonging exclusively to the tribe of Astecs, 
or Mexicans, may he described as Astec monuments. I have 
not been able to understand why Baron Humboldt describes the 
palace of Mitla, and other relics in the south of New Spain as 
Astec monuments, since it is most reasonable to suppose that such 
were not only constructed, but also in ruins before the Astecs had 
carried their power and conquests so far south. As however the 
Astecs continued, for one century after the foundation of their 
capital, jjut an obscure tribe of the Alcohuan empire, of which 
Tescuco was the capital, the term Alcohuan would better express 
the monuments of Anahuac, from the twelfth century to the ar¬ 
rival of the Spaniards. 

The Toltec and Alcohuan monuments, though belonging to 
,ages far apart, yet present the curious coincidence of both abounds 
mg in pyramidal erections, and though the origin and destruction 

* * Major Retmeli has adopted 231 yards as the length of the Bide of the base of 
the great pyramid of Ghizeh, and elsewhere he gives his opinion that the monarchs 
who erected the pyramids of Egypt must have possessed greater resources and 
power than what they derived from that country alone, 
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of the pyramids of*Teotihiihcmare alike Ibst in the remoteness of 
their antiquity, the same species of edifices nevertheless continued 
to be erected up to the date of the Spanish invasion; and ,thif 
fact is interesting in seeming U\ show that the second period of 
refinement and prosperity in Anahuac was erected upon, or had 
grmpnout of the vestiges of the arts and institution^ handed down 
from 1 the first epoch. It has been stated that the great pyramid 
of the city of Mexico was formed on the model of those of Teoti* * 
huacan, but if the descriptions and dravrings of that of Mexico 
can be relied on, it would not be easy to conceive pyramids less 
alike than these are. But the fact is, the Alcohuans and Astecs 
continued to build temples in the form of pyramids, because they 
maintained doctrines, and creeds, and institutiofts modelled on • 
those of the Toltecs, who first erected temples of that form. 

Between the more ancient and the more modern pyramids erf 
New Spain, there is, however, a vast difference in point of size. 
The first being of the most imposing dimensions, whereas tljq 
latter would not particularly arrest attention. If we are, there¬ 
fore, allowed to form an estimate of the power and civilization of 
the Toltecs, compared to that of the Astecs, from the character 
and design of their respective monuments, then we must conclude 
that the Toltecs had attained a far greater degree of power, 
wealth, and knowledge of the arts, than that acquired by the 
Astecs, under Montezuma the Secpnd. 

My object, however, at present, is not to investigate the history 
of the Toltec and Aleoliuan people or empires, but rather to Show 
that the monuments of the first are of a nature and epoch to q^cite 
a strong interest, and deserving of being studied. It is, indeed, 
to be urged, on the other hand, that huge pyramids of solid earth 
are no great proofs of advancement in the arts of civilized life; 

I have, however, endeavored to show what these do appear to 
prove. But amongst many other indications of progress in art 
and science, the most convincing fact will probably be, the per¬ 
fection they had arrived at in measuring the year, which, it may be 
noticed, they made to consist of eighteen months, of twenty days 
each, to which were added five odd days,, and that at title end of 
fifty-two years they introduced a period of thirteen days to com¬ 
plete their cycle; and Gama* with some success endeavours to 
prove that they introduced thirteen and twelve days alternately to 
# their cycles, which would indeed reduce the measurement oFthe * 
year to the degree of exactness at present followed jn Europe. I€ 
we admit the arguments of Gama, they show the usg of the second 
cycle of 104 years, and furnish evidence to prove, that it would 
require long continued and accurate observations of the }ieavens. 


* Don Antonia »le Leon y Gama, 4 Description Historica y Cronologica 4$ !*■ 
dos Piedras, &c.’—Mexico, 1797. 
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and a careful record of the same/to enable them to arrive at the 
conclusions the f v did, and to employ cycles of such long duration 
as fifty-two and one hundred and four years. 

, In geographical extent it will probably be ascertained, that the 
Toltec monuments may be traced from the Isthmus of Darien to 
Chihuahua, and that their language prevailed, or was atTeast 
known,to the same extent, about 2400 miles. 

* * In the State of Yucatan, pyramids, and other remains are said 
to be numerous. The 1 *ruined cities near Palenque, in the State 
of Chiapas, are of great extent, and of a very imposing character. 
In the State of Oaxaca are the ruins of Mitla and others. In 
Anahuac (or the Valley of Mexico) ruins and remains prevail to 
■ a great extentnear Zacatecas are the remains styled by the 
Spaniards Los Edifieios, and in the State of Chihuahua are the 
Gasas Grandes. Near Maconi and the river Panuco are the 
ruins bf two cities; and besides those already described by tra¬ 
vellers, there are many others to be noticed, and I have no doubt 
a great number still to be discovered.* 

If we suppose all these monuments to have been the work of 
the Toltecs, or of kindred tribes to them, they would prove some 
guide as to the extent of their empire, and their greater frequency 
and scale in some plaqes might be considered to indicate the seat 
of empire, or of power and dense populationand on this prin¬ 
ciple of reasoning, we might be induced to place the first and 
great seat of empire in the State of Chiapas, and the second at 
Tedtihuacan. l '* 

t Notwithstanding all that has been written on the subject of the 
monuments of New Spain, little progress has been made in 
coming to any satisfactory conclusion in regard to them. The 
field of investigation is a wide one and still open, and it is but 
now for the first time, from the number of scientific inquirers, 
and the liberty afforded them, that we may expect to acquire 
sufficient data on which to found our researches. 

The plan of investigation to be followed would be, first, to fix 
geographically the*sites of all such monuments, and secondly, to 
have them carefully examined in detail, dimensions taken, and 
drawings made of them, and occasionally excavations. 

Having premised so much generally on the monuments and 
relics of the ancient inhabitants of N ew Spain, I now proceed to 
L notice a collection of stone figures from the banks of the river 

-^- 

* Since the abfve paragraph was sent to press, I have received a letter from ny 
friend General Yberri, of the Mexican service, and a corresponding member of this 
Societj^ stating that he was proceeding, by order of the government, to survey and 
make drawings of the ruins of u great and ancient city of the Indigenes, which had 
just b£en discovered (accidentally) in tbe^ mountains, about eight leagues from 
Jal*p% in the State of Vera Crus. 

(• ‘ ’ . . 
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PanucoJ in the ancient district or country of Hus&tecas. Thes§ 
figures wewe. procured by Mr. Jjrancis Vecelli, while making a 
plan ef the river Panuco and its banks, and purchased by me of * 
hiravat Tampico, in the year 1832, and are now submitted to the 
inspection of the members of the Royal Geographical Society. 

I shall first enumerate the figures, and then offer such remarks • 
as have occurred to me in reference to them. 


1. Malg figure, with high conical cap, nearly complete, executed in 
shelly limestone. 

2. Female figure, with ornamented head-dress, with low conical top, 
ear-rings, and lappets; on the reverse, carved simply»but tastefully, in , 
a fan, or lotus-fashion, in siliceous limestone. 

3. Female figure, nearly complete, with conical cap, carved lotus- 

fashion on the reverse, in calcareous sandstone. ® 

4. Female figure, nearly complete to the knees; from the lieck to 
the hip-joint the proportions appear good. Head-dress, with conieri 
top, and carved lotus-fashion on the reverse, in siliceous limestone. 

5. Female figure, nearly complete, much corroded, high conical cap 
carved lotus-fashion on the reverse, in siliceous limestone; 

6. Small female figure, with conical cap, in limestone. 

7. Female figure, with conical cap, the base rounded instead of being 
square, like the previous*ones ; in shelly limestone. 

8. Female figure, with conical cap and rounded base, in shelly lime¬ 
stone. 

N.B. The head-idress of the two last resemble very nearly what I 
have observed in some Cingalese and Burmese figures. 

9. Female figure, with ornamented conical cap, Ethiopian countc- * 
nance, in calcareous sandstone. 

10. Female figure, nearly complete, with conical cap, in calcareous 
sandstone. 

11. Face (good). Eyes Tiollowed out for the insertion of gems, or 
plates of gold (head-dress restored). 

12. Face and breast of a female figure; thick lips; much corroded; 
in limestone. 

13. Male figure, with a species pf helmet, in siliceous limestone. 

14. Female figure, very rude, no other head-dress than a fillet, m 
calcareous sandstone. 

15. Female figure, mantled and hooded, very rude, in limestone. 

16. Figure, very rude, in siliceous limestone. 

17. Female figure, with an infant on the shoulders of it; calciireoua. 

sandstone. f 

18. Figure, probably nfale (Herculean or extra sine}; from the waist 
to the calf of Ahe leg clothed and ornamented. It ^important to ob¬ 
serve that the drCSs of this figure is almost identical with some of those 
formed of stucco in relief in the ruined city near Palenque,- at the dis¬ 
tance of near 600 miles from the Panuco. 

19. Figure of a monster, part man, part fish, leaning on a staff, in 

shelly limestone. • 
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f. SO^ Nondescript figure, bearing another on its shoulder, in sHiceous 
limestone. 9 

21. Circular stone, with a human face, very lightly relieved, |n calca¬ 
reous Bandstone. ,„t v 

22. Cylindrical stone, with a grotesque face on it, in siliceotis lime¬ 
stone. 

23. Colossal head of a, bird, in shelly limestone. 

24. Large bull-frog, in calcareous sandstone. 

25. Spherical stone, much carved, but much eroded, in limestone. 

26. From another part of the country. 

27. Two heads on one stone. I found this and another, accidentally, 
in my first journey up the country of Huastecas (1824). 

28. Small figure, crouched and mantled, much wasted or eroded. 
c29. Small head, with very prominent features, similar to many of 

those figures from the walls of Palenque, in calcareous sandstone. 

30. Small head, with head-dress, in calcareous sandstone. 


With respect to the age or epoch of the figures enumerated, 
there is no tradition; and we can only form a rough estimate of 
the same, by observing the erosion, or atmospherical waste, they 
have undergone in a tropical climate. Those figures formed of 
shelly limestone are carious, from the falling out of the softer 
matter; indeed, as much so as I ever observed on the surface of 
any native rock. In those figur.es formed of calcareous sandstone 
of a hard and gritty nature, the waste is nevertheless considerable, 
and has produced a small dimpled surface, which may be well 
observed in figure 24 and some others, and will, no doubt, convey 
to the minds of all observers the impression of great antiquity. 
In figure 18, though of a very hard stone, the waste in some parts 
has been very considerable, as may be seen by comparing them 
with other portions of the same carving.,. Nos. 21 and 28 present 
very faded or softened lines, giving every impression of great waste 
and age; and in some others the projections of little wens and 
veins show partly the depth of erosion. Could we compare these 
stones with others of a like nature^ and climate, and of a known 
age, we might approximate pretty nearly to the times at which 
they were fashioned. Judging from my own observations and 
impressions, I should have little hesitation in pronouncing some 
of them to be at least a thousand years old, and others probably 
two thousand. L L 


i Whatever mqy be the absolute age of these figures, we may 
with safety ascribe them rather to the Toftec than the Alcohuan 
epoch, not only from-their appearance of age, but from the cir¬ 
cumstance, that the province of Huastecas had not partaken, like 
that of Anahuac, of the second dawn of civilization ; but, above 
all, from the perfect similarity which figure 18 bears to the re¬ 
mains at Palenque, indicating that both were fashioned when 
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similar creeds and institutions prevailed, and that these extended 
from the banks of the Usumasint^ to the Panuco. * 

The figures are mostly female; and the most novel, as welf as 
extraordinary circumstance exhibited, is the character of the head* 
dress, expanded to a great size behind, with a square front, and 
conical lop more or less elevated. Did these represent the dressy . 
of the people, or are they symbolical of some deity, or great per¬ 
sonage aipong them ? These are the first and only examples of 
this species of head-dress I have seen represented among the 
sculptural relics of New Spain, though I have no doubt others 
will be discovered; and the character is so extraordinary, that it 
may lead to connect not only many remains of the New Continent, 
but also those of the two Continents, should it really prove thaj 
the knowledge of the New World in early periods flowed from 
the Old one. 

There is one remark which applies to nearly all the figures— 
viz., whether whole lengths or half lengths, they are terminated 
below by a considerable piece of unshaped stone, presenting no 
base for the support of the figure, and therefore showing that they 
were intended to be built into walls or platforms. 

There is another general remark to b8 made—viz., that they 
are geological specimens of the nearest Tocks to which they were 
found. Rocks on the banks of the Lower Panuco are scarce; 
but when they occffr, consist of limestone and sandstone parsing 
into each other, alternating with each other, and with friable or 
loose beds of shale and soft sandstone. The harder portionS riSe 
chiefly in slabs or layers, too thin for sculptural purposes, as will 
be seen from an inspection of several of the figures, and hence 
some ingenuity was requhyd to give relief to the prominent parts. 
For instance, the nose of figure 2 is formed by cutting deep on 
each side of it. Where the stones have been obtained of more 
substance, more freedom and roundness may be observed, as in 
figure 4, where the trunk is in very good keepyig. 

If the figures under consideration are to be considered as spe¬ 
cimens of the art to which the country and age had attained, a 
very low estimate must be formed of the civilization of the people. 
But gathered at random, it may be, that these are no more speci¬ 
mens of attainment of the arts| ttian country sign-posts and graven, 
stones would be of the same in this country. To judge correctly, 
we must know the design and intended application of the figures, 
before we can pronounce the people rude and ignorant. This is, 
however, a subject on which we are constantly mistaking the 
attainments of ancient nations, by comparing their monuments 
with those of Greece and Rome. It became a taste or fashion 
with those nations to produce copies after nature of the human 
form, and the nearer they approached nature in her happier moods. 
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the more successful were their urns and intentions. But with the 
nations of Asia, which had not ^conceived the merit or value of 
r imitating the living form, their intention was rather to depart from 
nature, and engraft exaggerations and peculiarities, to denote par¬ 
ticular deities, heroes, or lawgivers, and these figures were at 
. pnce symbolical and historical; and thus, the huge and hideous, 
though well-executed stone figure, dug up in the square of the 
city of Mexico, in the'year 1790, besides being symbolical of two 
or more divinities, probably contains a short history in the variety 
of carvings about it, and the complication of the parts is such, as 
must have rendered it most difficult to execute, from the original 
design; and although exhibiting no grace or taste, fulfilled the 
^ntention, and confers no small credit op the artificer of it. 

Wfyerc the design is evidently and solely to copy nature, the 
success of the effort is unquestionably a proof of the state of the 
art or skill of the artist, and in this point of view, the body of 
figure 4, and the face of figure 11, may be taken as favourable 
samples, due allowance being made for the nature of the ma¬ 
terials. 

The features of the face are very different in these figures, 
although the general character is that ot high cheek bones and 
thick lips. The foreheads are high and broad. Indeed, in some 
of the small terra cotta heads I procured from Teotihuacan, the 
forehead is almost too largely developed to lie natural. What 
then becomes of the observations of Humboldt in his researches ? 
"It is no doubt from following this standard of beauty, that even 
the Astec people, who never disfigured the,, heads of their chil¬ 
dren, have represented their heroes and principal divinities miich 
flatter than any of the Caribs I saw on t the Lower Orinoco.” For 
my own part, most of the figures I have procured or seen in New 
Spain, so far from justifying the above remark of Humboldt, just 
lead me to opposite conclusions* 

The value to be attached to the present collection is to throw 
some light on the condition and extent of the Toltec empire, by 
affording the means of comparing the remains on the banks of the 
Panuco with those of other parts of the same continent, and also 
with the relics of the Old World, should it have happened that the 
Toltocs derived their knowledge ( and civilization from thence. 
This last is an important question in the history of man. I was 

. - . ■ ■■ ,.J ■ ■ ■■ ■ i . — ■ —» T — . . . -w y — 

* The modem trCveller in New Spain must own at every step his obligations to 
Humboldt, for directing his attention to almost every point of interest, and he will 
have mahy occasions to be astonished how so much and such diversified information, 
could be amassed hy one man in so short a space of time. The subject was, how- 
ever, too, vast not to. leave room for omissions in some parts, and equivocations in 
others; and to supj&y these deficiencies, the researches of the modern traveller are 
to a great extent limited, andfct the risk of £ppearing to cavil at the, writings of a 
traveller highly and justly celebrated. " 
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rather disposed to believe at one time, that whatever knowledge 
and civilization the Toltecs po^essed was of American groyth; 
but the numerous pyramidal erections would rather countenance* 
the opposite opinion. These structures in very flat countries, and 
on the hanks of great rivers, as those of the Nile, the Euphrates, 
and the Ganges, are appropriate and imposing in their character,* 
and may have had their origin, as retreats for the inhabitants from 
floods; but no such effects or uses could apply at Cliolula and 
Tcotihuacan, where mountains tower above them, in their near 
vicinity, to the height of 10,000 feet. 

Plate, No. 1—Exhibits a front and back view of the stone, 
figure (No. 2) from the banks of the Panuco. The front view is 
a good sample of the style of head-dress characteristic of most uf 
these figures-—certainly very extraordinary, and probably 4ie first 
specimen of the kind submitted to public notice. The large ear¬ 
rings with pendants or lappets, as well as the position of the arms 
and hands, are also characteristic; while the back view shows the 
fan-like carving, common to four of the figures, and most likely 
emblematical. 

Plate, No. 2—Presents drawings of beads in terra cotta, from 
the ruins of Teotihuac&n. These appear 511 to have formed orna¬ 
ments of, and to have been broken from, article’s of coarse domestic 
pottery, and are introduced here to show that the arts could not 
have been very low* with a people who, with such coarse materials, 
and for such common purposes, could fashion heads on so small a 
scale, exhibiting so much character and expression, as in figures 
1 and 2. . 

Figure 1 seems intended to show a peevish male countenance 
of sixty or seventy years^ and that of No. 2, the emaciation of 
extreme old age, which may sometimes be obseri-'ed in subjects of 
warm climates. ’ 

Figures 3 and 4 are specimens of heads with features common 
to that of great numbers found at Teotihuacai^ and may therefore 
have resembled the people by wflom they were formed ; their chief 
peculiarity seems to consist in the size and expansion of the forehead. 

While the preceding remarks Were passing through the press, 

I was informed that Dr. Von» Martius, of Munich, had printed* 

• a paper in the Transactions of the Royal Academy of Bavaria, 
which threw doubts upoh the existence of the Tdltecs as a distinct 
nation. I have-not read that paper, but subjoin tins short notice 
in order to throw as much light a? possible on the subject fl — 

Summary Notice of the Toltec People .—The arrival and set¬ 
tlement of the Toltecae on the borders of Anahuac (Valley, of 
Mexico) is generally reported to have otcurred in the seventh 
century of the Christian aera. 
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«■ Ctavigero, wfio compared several authorities, and made his own 
computations, has fixed the date of the foundation of the city of 
Tolian (Tula), and the commencement of the Toltec monarchy, in 
the year a. d. Q67 ; and the same author places the ruin £hd elope 
of the empire at the period of the death of King Topiltzin in the 
' year 1051; remarking very justly that the latter event could not 
be much postponed, in'teousistency with the succeeding narratives 
of the Cliechemecas and Acolhuas. ( 

It appears to me that the period of 384 years, assigned by Cla- 
vigero for the duration of the empire, is much too short, for the 
necessary increase of population and resources to enable the Tol- 
tecs to erect such edifices as the pyramids of Cholula and Teoti- 
kuachan, and that the date of the commencement of their power 
in AnCihuac must have occurred much earlier than what he has 
fixed upon. 

The destruction of the Toltec empire has been ascribed to a 
period of severe pestilence .and famine, which almost extinguished 
the race. This account^ does not, however, appear to me recon¬ 
cilable with other circumstances, nor is it an event probable in 
itself; since history liaidly affoids an analogous case of a gr6at 
and numerous people being so nearly destroved or scattered by 
such calamities alone. This catastrophe will be much more satis- 
factoi ily explained by referring it to the frequent inroads of bar- 
ban/as Cliechemecas and Otomics from the'borth, in the train 
of which incursions might indeed have followed pestilence and 
famine. Of these frequent incursions of barbarians from the 
north (to whose depredations may be ascribed the destruction of 
the Toltec cities and people) I have not seen any accounts; but 
many circumstances warrant the belief .'hat it must have been so. 

Xolotl, the leader of a powerful army of Chechemecas and 
Otomics, entered Anahuac, and fixed the sent of his monarchy at 
Tenayuca in the year 1170, and placed a barrier to farther ^ op¬ 
tions of a like nature from the north. At this period the prin¬ 
cipal cities of the Toltecs were probably in ruins and deserted. 
Xolotl, however, appears to have fully appreciated the arts and 
knowledge of the people amongst whom he had settled, and 
afforded them protection and encouragement, and endeavoured to 
‘unite them with his own follovfei^ for the purpose of civilizing 
rind instructing them better; and such was ihe celebrity of the 
Toltecs for th^jr skill in the arts, that whoever became able as an 
artificer, was honoured by the appellation of Toltec (Toltccalt) : 
so that in process of time the terms Toltec and skilful artificer 
became almost synonymous. 

From the death of Topiltzin in 1051 to the establishment of 
the Checbcmecan m&iarchy in 1170, the country of Anahuac 
was probably in a state of analchy and distress. The reign of 
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Xolotl^fforded rest and a return to* regular government, and fsbm» 
that epoch;thc events recorded in history begin to thicken, and a 
somewhat continuous and consistent narrative then commences; 
and continues to the date of the Spanish invasion; verified in 
many instances by reference to recorded eclipses. 


II .—On Bind. By Captain A. Burnes, E. I. C. Communi¬ 
cated by the Geographical Society of Bombay. Read Febru¬ 
ary 27, 1837. • 

Much has been said upop Sind ;* and I have perused most o^ 
that which has been published, as well as written. I propose 
therefore to state concisely, the result of my reading and observa¬ 
tions. I do not record my authorities, and I leave others to find 
out the points on which T differ from preceding writers. It is 
however due to Mr. Nathan Crpw, of the Bombay Civil Service, 
to state that liis “ Account of the country of Sinde” appears, as 
far as I can judge, to have been the text book of all succeeding 
writers. It is a finishetf essay; and, though written so far back 
as the year 1800, reihains to this da^ a model which, I think, will 
seldom be surpassed. It may then be asked what leads me to 
write on Sind? I d*» so because we have had many, and lgite, 
opportunities of increasing our information. In my printed work 
too, I have rather confined myself to the river Indus than* thft 
country through widely it flows. It must be borne in mind, how¬ 
ever, by all who peruse this paper, that it is one of results. 

The country watered the s Indus is called Sind. This is 
also the name given to that rivet itself by the inhabitants. The 
designation is ancient, since Airianf mentions Sindomana. To 
speak generally, that country, from the ocean to the confluence of 
the Panjab rivers with the Indus, bears the name of Sind. That 
is from the latitude of about 23° ft) 29° N. and from 67° to 71° E. 
longitude. The banks of the Indus, however, as high as Sengar, 
which is in about 31° North, are sometimes called Sind. With¬ 
out this addition, the area of the country includes about 100,000 
square miles. On the South i£ has for its boundaries the p#o- * 
Vince of Kach’h and the Ocean. On the East it has Rajwdra, or, 
the country of the Rajjfuts, as also the Daudphfras. On the 
North it has the Panjab and Kach’h Gandavah. On*the West lies 


* Sind, in Hindi Sind’h, is the laud of the Sind'hu or Indus. In the ancient Per¬ 
sian and several modem dialects H is substituted fur S, and the unaspirated for the 
aspirated letter. Hence Sind’hn became Heandu, Hendu, Hindu, Hind, Indu-s. 
—F. 8. * * 

t De Exped, Alexandri, vi., 16* It was the capital of Sambus.—F. S. 
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•Be^chistan, irom which it is separated by the lofty moilntains 
of H414. j 

The great feature of Sind is the Indus. It traverses the 
country diagonally in one trunk to the latitude of 25° SO^fiphen it 
begins to throw off branches. Its Delta, however, commences 

• below T’hat’hah in the latitude of 24° 40',y after which it enters the 
sea by eleven mouths, ^md presents a face of 125 British miles to 
the ocean. The sources of this great river arc unknovgn. It is 
certain that it rises in the mountains of Himalaya near Thibet. 
It is probable that the Shayuk from Karakorum and the river of 

. Ladak’h, from dbar the Lake MansardwarJ, are its principal feeders. 
From Kashmir the Indus is separated by a snowy range. It then 
receives the Ab<i Sm and passes on to* Atak, where it is joined 
by the Ldnda'i, or river of Kdbul. One of the sources of this 
tributary descends from P6mer, and is nearly as remote as the 
principal branch. From Atak to the sea, the Indus is familiarly 
known by the name of “ Sind,” or “ Atak.” Mihran is a name 
only known-to foreigners. Atak signifies “ forbidden,”§ and it is 
said to be so called, because the Hindus are forbidden to cross 
it. Below the Panjab rivers, it takes th^ name of <f Sira” down 
to Sehwdn, and from thence to the sea that, of “ Lar.” These 
are two Beltichf words for negth and south. The local names 
for different parts of the Indus are various. Those of the 

■ branches in the Delta shall be afterwards enumerated. 

T^he face of Sind is uninteresting. Eastward of the Indus, 
there is not a rising ground nor a stone in the country, excepting 
the hillocks of Bliakar and Haider-db&d. «It is flat and covered 
with bushes, till it at last joins the desert of sand-hills which 
separates Sind from India. Westward of the river, as low down 
as Sehwdn, the same flatness prevails to the base of the Beluchi 
mountains. From that town to the sea, the land is rocky and 
barren. The Delta of the Indus does not differ from that of 
other rivers. It is rich, but it is poorly cultivated. Ten miles 
from the sea, it is frequently an impervious thicket. Higher up, 
it is overgrown with tamarisk shrubs, which also thread into each 
other. The rest presents a naked plain of hard caked clay. 
Much of the land that is adapted for agriculture, is only used for 

* pasture. Much of it also lies^nCglected; ySt tfle crop of rice is. 
•extensive, and^far exceeds the consumption of the country. It is 
the staple of £ind; the inhabitants live on it, the merchants ex¬ 
port it. It is more abundantly produced towards the sea; higher 


+ At about 105 geographical miles from the sea, direct distance, 
f Or about fifty miles from the coast.— Ed. 

1 Manas-sar6var<| i. e. the mental dr spiritual lake.—TF. 8. 

§ Rather * Bar/ ‘ obstacle .’—Tk S. 
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up, the other grains—wheat, barley, juwdri,* &c. are cultivated; 
also indigo, sugar-cane, tobacco, and hemp : both the latter are 
used as Uarcotics. There are but few trees in Sina. . • 

Sind owes,its fertility entirely the Indus, and more particu¬ 
larly to the annual or periodical swell of the river. The return 
of the Raters is regular—they rise in March and subside in Sep¬ 
tember. r The melting of the snow in the Himalaya is the cause 
of this phenomenon. The waters are courted by the inhabitants* 
and distributed by canals far away from the river. The actual 
swell seldpm extends half a mile on either bank. The immediate 
banks of the Indus are but partially cultivated. The soil is saline 
and unfavourable to tillage, as is proved by all its spontaneous 
productions. Without the Indus, the whole of fund would be¬ 
come as perfect a desert as the country lying eastward of it. 
Encrustations of salt and*saltpetre are to be seen everywhere* 
The latter is exported. Many of the shrubs yield alkalis, which 
are used in manufactures. With all these natural disadvantages, 
the revenue of the country in these days sometimes reaches forty 
lacs of rupees (£400,000). In the government of the dynasty 
that preceded the present, it yielded eighty lacs (£800,000). The 
depreciation arises partly from political causes. The treasure 
possessed by the ruler j is considerable.! # In the strict sense of 
the word, Sind canpot be considered rich; possessing a resem¬ 
blance to both Egypt and Bengal, it has not the richness of either. 
The crops, however, are reaped without labour; the seed is scat¬ 
tered after the inundation, and the harvest is certain. • 


The history of Sind is clearer than most Asiatic Chronology; 
the marked feature of the Indus running through it, has contributed 


running through i 


to preserve it. Herodotus says, that Darius Hystaspes sent an 
expedition to explore the Indus, which sailed out of the river. 
Alexander the Great turned this information to account. He 


found the country inhabited by IJindus, and ruled by Brahmans. 
It was made subject to the ephemeral kingdom of Bactria, but 
regained its independence, which it preserved till the rise of Islam, 
when/after various struggles, it became Mohammedan. In the first 
century of the Hijrah, or the seventh of the Christian era, the 
caliphs overturned the Brahmanical dynasty, and ruled by deputies 
from Bagdad. Dalir, son of Chach,J was the name of the deposed 
Raj&, and Aldr,§ near the modern B’bakar, was his capital. „Sul- 
,tan Mahmud of Ghaznain|| coflqftered it in the eleventh centifry. 1 


* Holcus Sorghum of Linnaeus, Sorghum vulgare. Persoop,* Syn. 1801, Large 
or Indian Millet.—F. S. * 

-f This, however, ha£ been much overrated, and particularly so cy myself, 
t Ddhar or V&hur, son of Jaj, in the Ayln Akbarf, ii. 1 18. 8vo. hd. § Or«\Iwar. 
|| Ghuzni, for Ghaznah or Gkaznain (the two Ghaznahs), was first introduced 
by that father of distortions, Col. Dow, who transformed the Moghul name 
in* 0 Abintagi, partly from an error in his Persian MSS,, and partly because 
his Muushis made the final n quiesceitt.—F, S. - 
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Iletmish,* the Ghaurian SulUoVfpehlf, mdfle it a fief of his 
crown, which it continued tjll the thirteenth .century, when the 
^native Raj4s Recovered their ascendancy. The successful tribe 
wa| the Sumra,f which was settled in the confines fif Makran at 
the Mohammedan invasion. They did not long retain their power, 
and were displaced by the Simah, another great and ancient na¬ 
tive tribe, which yet exists in the country. They took the title of 
.Jdm. * The Rdja of Kach’h and the Jdrejah Rdjputs, are de¬ 
scendants from these Simahs. There are both Hindu and Moham¬ 
medan Simahs. They held it till it was again subdued, after some 
difficulty, by the Tatar conquerors of Dehli; who, /or a time, 
used the Simahs to govern it. Nddir Sh4h annexed it to his 
crown, and it farmed a portion of the kingdom of Kabul, raised 
up by Ahmed Shah, one of his generals, to which it is nominally 
^subject at this day. In the time of Nadir the country was granted 
to thf Kaldras, a religious family from Beluchistan. In the reign 
of Timur Shah of Kabul, it was conferred on the Talpur family, 
also of Beluch origin, who now hold it. 

The inhabitants of Sind are much scattered, but the country 
is not populous. In traditional poesy, it is said to be “nau laic hi 
Sind'h” that is, nine-lac Sind. The meaning of this is obscure, 
but I do not discard it; for the same rhyming statistics assign 
“ Chaud Chari” (or 14 times 40=5t)0) to Kach’h. Though in 
excess of its p-anl/er of inhabited places, this is sufficiently near 
to be understood. Sind is said to have a lac of pi'r’s, or saint’s 
tombs in it. To quit legends, Sind has a*vast number of vil¬ 
lages, most of which are moveable. In the desert they are called 

11?and” near the river “ Rdf' and “ Tdndd” The temporary 
villages of Sind are distinctly mentioned by the Greeks. It is 
difficult, in consequence, to fix the population of Sind; it is 
difficult even to fix the number of inhabited places. A village is 
often changed, and, if stationary, it even changes its name with its 
owner. This is but a remnant of the pastoral life of the abori¬ 
gines. No two maps of Sind can resemble one another. The 
provinces or subdivisions of it even change names. I find no less 
than fifty names of these in one 'author, and he says that their 
limits run into each other. Even in Alexander’s times, we have 
the names of so many kingdoms on the Indus, that we can only 
account for them by exaggeration, to enhance the conquests of the 
Grtjeks. The whole population *aay amount to £ million. The, 
greater portion of it is moveable. The large places are not nu¬ 
merous. Shik&f-pur is the first in impoftance, and has a popula¬ 
tion of about Id,000, which surpasses that of the modem capital 
_ . ____ 

* Iletmish is the participle past of the verb, iletmek, to “ bear,” <f lead,” &c. 
Altmish, “ sixty,” is not admissible here.—F. S. 

f S6ma H&i, of the Lunar Royal Race ?—F. S. 
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, Haider-ab&d.. T’Jt&t’hah, thbaficient metropolis, has about 15,000 
souls. The only ofher plao^pfuote are Kkair-pur, Lad- 

khamV^JB’hakar (with Rdrf ahd Sfakkar), Selrw^in, HalA, and 
Kar&chifcu, which latter is a seaport, and the only one accessible 
to ships in ^he country. ' * • 

Th$ Inhabitants of Sind are chiefly Mohammedan. A fourth 
of the population may be Hindu. There are no people of other 
tribes or creeds, if we except a few Silc’h ? of the Panjab, called 
Silc'h Lob&m. The Mohammedans are tali and well proportioned; 
very dark in complexion. All other Mohammedans shave the hair 
of the hdhd, but the Sindians preserve it, which gives them a look 
very different from other Asiatics. They also wear caps instead 
of turbans. Sind’hi is a term generally used for those who live 
in temporary villages. They are mostly the original inhabitants 
converted to Islam, who fyavc intermarried with the conqueror^ 
There are Mohammedans in Sind, and Hindus in Kach’^, who 
claim one lineage. The Hindus do not differ from those in India. 
They are fairer than the Mohammedans. The LdMnf and Rhat'ia 
tribes prevail: they are purely commercial. They are not op¬ 
pressed more than in other Mohammedan countries. They are 
often employed in places of confidence. They amass wealth, but 
they conceal it, and wish to appear poor. 

The subjugation of # Sind has been alvfays facilitated by the 
Indus. India escaped in many places the inroads from the West, 
but Sind was one of the earliest conquests of every invader. It 
is easily accessible efrom the Panjal), but it is separated from 
India by a desert. Sind has very little resemblance to .India on 
that account. The people have Art the effeminacy of the Irilliaft, * 
nor have they the polish of the Persian. They are less civilized 
than either ; ignorant, and very bigoted. This arises from the 
nature of their government. It continues from the limited con¬ 
nexion with other countries. The Mohammedan invasion involved 
a change of creed among the people, and the impression has never 
been effaced. The dynasty of the Kaldras was religious, and the 
effect of it is apparent everywhere. It has been well said, that in 
Sind “there is no spirit, but in ccltebratmg the ’idf, no liberality, but 
in feeding lazy Sayyads, and np taste but in ornamenting old tombs.” 
The desire to propagate the faith does not now interfere with a 
certain degree of toleration tdwvards the Hindus; that tribe is not 
respected, but it is not degradgd* An unclean idolater is a cam- % 
*mon term of reproach, but has much the same acceptation ig 
§ind as heretic has anfbng Protestants and Rbffian Catholics. 
Justice is meted out to both ; if it cannot be claimAl it is not rc- 


* Or L&rk'h&nf. 

f The Festival at the end of Katnaz&n (Lest), called Bair&m by the Turks.—F. S. 
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fused. There are no great HttpJ^^iSdings S$w3, but there 
are at the same time ttktaand ^uhaiPfUaiedan ontis/%cept a masque 
§nd some tombk at T^tliThah. * * 4 * % 

tke government of Sind may be called despotic^' Its rulers, 

* the Asnfrs, are restrained by- no laws, though the£|fretend to 
abide by the dicta of the Korhn in their administration of justice. 
There are no officers such as Kitzi's or MdMs, who d^rcise, 

’"independent, their functions, or receive their patronage and en¬ 
couragement. Sayyads atad Fakirs af$, however, respected to 
veneration, the one as being descended from the line of the pro¬ 
phet, the other as following, or pretending to follow, a life of great 
austerity. Many of the fakirs axe, without doubt, virtuous men, 

,but the great billk are hypocritical fanatics. The universal re¬ 
spect shown to them seems to have corrupted the land. The 
mendicants in Sind are more numerous than m any other country 
in Asia.' They can scarcely be called beggars, for they levy tri¬ 
bute in crowds, and, by threats, with great arrogance. Many of 
the common people take to this profitable vocation, which only 
requires some show of sanctity This is exhibited in various 
ways; one of the most common is to sit all night on the house-top, 
and repeat the sacred name of “ Allah” (or God) as many thousand 
times as the tongue can utter it. In Sind, religion takes the 
worst possible turn. *It does not soften the disposition of the 
rulers or the asperities of *he people! it becomes a trade, and its 
worthless professors degrade it and themselves. To this theie is 
no counteracting effect in the Government, which, besides encou- 
laging these worthies, is, in itself, politically oppressive. Tiade 
afid agriculture languish underht. The people have no stimulus 
to moral rectitude, and yet they are less degraded than might be 
looked for. They are passionate as well as proud. They have 
mnch subtle flattery, but this does jnot deceive in Smd. If 
trusted, the Sindian is honest ; if believed, he is not false; if 
kindly treated, he is grateful. I repeat, that m oppression the 
Mohammedan and the Hindu appeal to he pretty equal sharers. 

Without political freedom, and with misdirected religious veal, 
Sind cannot boast of the condition of its population There 
is no intermediate class between the rulers, their favoured 
Sayyads, and the common people. Some Hindus are rich, but 
the mass of the people are poor. Their dress, subdued man- 

• nets, and filth, all attest it. *Tihey have no education; few 
«*f them can rqgul; very few write. In physical form they seem 
adapted for acjnftty, the reverse is their character. Their facul 
tie* appear benumbed. Both sexes, Hihdft and Mohamme¬ 
dan^ Sire addicted to t( B6ng,” an intoxicating drug, made from 
hemp. They also drink a spirit distilled from rice and dates. 
Debauchery is universal, and the powers of man are often im- 

» t — m 
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paired in early lifer They Jo’ffit *Setfk fSitSlaer than gross $nd, 
sensual Vznnaements. People only congregate to visit the tocjbs 
of worthie%ar saints, who are deemed capable of repairing the * 
wasted^a diseased body, as well as the /soul. t They have few 
social Salifications, and eVen in common life kJep v up much 
formal ceremony. There are no healthful exercises among the. • 
peasantry, who, as well atfihe grandees of the land, lead a v life of 
sloth. Tp be fat is a distinction. A better government would 
ameliorate the condition of this people; without it the Sindian 
and his country will continue in the hopeless and cheerless state 
here represented. I -venture to reverse the observation of Mon- , 
tesquieu, and say that the mediocrity of their abilities and fortunes 
is fatal to their private happiness. ..The effect is also fatal to the* 
public prosperity. It is unnecessary to state that the scieftcqp are 
not cultivated in Sind. The arts, however, exhibit some taste 
and ingenuity. Leather is better prepared than in any part of 
India ; and their “ lungis,” or silk-cotton cloths, are rich and 
beautiful. The artisan receives no encouragement; jtlr peasant 
has no reward for his toil. 

The language of Sind is of Hindi' origin. The upper classes 
speak corrupted Persian? the lower orders a^j argon of Sind’hf and 
Panj&bi. Sind’hi is & written language. * 

A despotic government is necessarily upheld by force. The 
citizen i> lost in tbs soldier. The great portion of the land*in 
Sind, is held on tlie tenure of affording military service. Ex¬ 
ternal enemies are not now to be mtich dreaded, so that the fetfers* 
of the people are forged for themselves. They furnish their 
rulers with the means to oppress. They never knew a citizen’s 
rights, and they are as ignorant of their own stretfgth as of their 
rulers’ weakness. Most of the chiefs in Sind are Belhches. In 
their leh 'ive position to the people, they, in some degree, re¬ 
semble the Mamltiks of Egypt. They are not, however, re¬ 
cruited (as was that body) from abroad, though, they keep up a 
connexion with their native country. They are the last invaders 
of Sind. The Jime of their inroad, I cannot fix, but it was pro¬ 
bably a succession of inroads. It is now difficult to distinguish a 
Beluch from any other Sindian, for they have intermarried with 
the people. They preserve, hovgroer, with care their lineage, and . 
dame their tribes with honour. The Sindians complain of the • 
oppression of the Beluchfes, but habit has subdued weir energies 
to resist. The military power of Sind is considerate. For tn 
Asiatic state it is respectable, though without discipline.* The 
force consists of infantry; the arms are a matchlock and sword. 
The former is of a description peculiar to Sind. There are few 
horses, so that there is a «svont of cavalry. * There are guns ir 
Sind, but their artillery is always ftl-served and neglected. On 

vot. vii, * * c 
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a foreign inrqjid the oOtantrywdbld rise in atms, and the three 
* different Tal-pur chiefs would contribute their contingents to 
r meet the enemy. From an European force I belieye they would 
shrink without resistance ; certainly without any' persevering 
opposition. «As a soldier the Sindian is considered byave; at 
least he is respected by his neighbours, and often hired by them 
' as a mercenary. He does not lose his reputation by being forced 
to yield to disciplined valour, which is an exotic. 

The productions, both vegetable and animal, in Sind*, differ but 
little from other parts of India. Most of the former have been 
already mentioned. Many of the European vegetables that are 

* now so common in India, have not been introduced. Apples are, 
however, found even so low as T’hat’hah. The climate of Sind is 

•’variable. In the winter the cold is great : ice is common. In 
suminer the heat is most oppressive, and rain is almost un- 
. known. The dust is intolerable. The clayey nature of the soil 
admits of all moisture being soon exhaled, and the least wind 
raises clouds of impalpable powder. The houses require venti¬ 
lators in the roof, and the windows and doors $re made of the 
smallest dimensions to exclude the dust. Altogether the climate 
of Sind is sultry and, disagreeable, and very trying to the consti¬ 
tution. The only remarkable tenant of tha Indus is the sable- 
fish (paid), which enters the* river four months during the year. 
This fish is not found in any other of the rivers of Western India : 
it is highly flavoured. Game of all kinds is abundant in Sind ; 
r but the country is thick, and i£ is difficult to kill it. The camels 
and buffaloes of Sind are superior and very numerous. The 
horned cattle and sheep are in general larger than those of India. 
Of all these there are vast herds. They are to be found both 
near the river and away from it. All that tract between Sind 
and India, and north of the Ran* of Kach’h, is frequented by 
herdsmen and shepherds, who find water in wells and tanks. 
They live in “wands,” and are erratic in their habits. The 
tract is much mt»re frequented than its appearance in the map 
(where it is described as a desert) would suggest. There is pas¬ 
ture between the sand-hills, and they themselves ale not destitute 
of verdure. The pilu (salvadora persica), Icaril] (capparis aphylla), 
„ babul (mimosa Farnesiana), and p’holc, are its principal productions, 

* with the thorny milk bush ancfs$allow wort (asclepias gigantea). 
1 The geological features of Sind needjaot detain me. I found 

fossil shells tit Jerk and Luk’hpat. At the latter place some of 
these weighed twelve and sixteen pounds English, and were in a 

* Great Salt Morass. 

f This is the Ar6k of the Arabs (not Bruce’s Rack), also culled Karir and 
Kair. The author writes khureel j so that the Sind’htans probably say k’haril with 
au aspirated h. —F. S. f * 
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perfect state of preservation. They werp imbedded in limestone. 
Westward of the Indus various kinds of marble are found.* 
Limestone indeed appears to be\thc principal formation. S«nd- . 
stone also exists. I found a small piece of it, about forty miles 
north off Luk’hpat, imbedded in the soil, which, for the first foot, 
was mixed with fresh-water shells. There are many mineral 
springs in the Hdla mountains. 

It has been already observed that the most striking geographi¬ 
cal feature of Sind is the Indus. 

Its length of course, and the body of water discharged by this 
river, prove it to be one of the largest in the old world. Its tribu¬ 
taries even are rivers of some magnitude. The tlydaspes, Hy- ‘ 
driiotes, and Hesudrus, are superior to the Rhone. The course 
of the Hyphasis is forty miles longer than that of the Elbe, and? 
only sixty less than that of the Rhine. Yet the channel 8£ the 
Indus seldom exceeds the width of half a mile. In the winter it 
is even narrower. During the season of inundation the different 
branches which it throws off are filled. By October they become 
unnavigable apd stagnant. The Indus is a foul river and very 
muddy, with numerous shoals and sand-banks. Though there is 
generally a depth of twelve feet in the .shallowest parts, flat- 
bottomed boats onl$ can navigate it. The rct^son of this is, that 
vessels with a keel get fixed on the banks, and would be de¬ 
stroyed. The Indus is navigable for about 1200 miles from the 
sea. Boats may dr ftp down it from within fifty miles of Kabul. 
Above its junction with the rjyer of K&bul, the Indue if! 
not navigable. 

After the Indus has fairly entered Sind, it throws off its 
branches. At B’hakar, which is an insulated fo$ress of flint on 
the Tndus, below the latitude of 28° the superfluous waters of the 
inundation are sometimes drair|ed off by a channel. In two years 
out of three it is dry; but when this channel is followed, the water 
passes the ancient city of Al<5r (four miles from B’hakar), and 
through the desert near Amerkot, to the Eastern mouth or 
Kori. Some authors suppose this to have been once the course 
of the great river. The reasons are more specious than probable. 
The first permanent offset of the Indus is the Feleili, which 
passes eastward of the capital Haider-abad. It successively 
.takes on the name of Gum, P’lArdn, and Kdn, and separates 
Kach’h from Sind in the^ lower part of its course* #The next off¬ 
set takes its departure near Jerk, and is named tPinydri. It 
afterwards is called Gungrd, and where it enters the sea. Sir: 
both these branches, the Feleili and Pinyari, have been closed 
by “ bands ” or dams, for the purpose of irrigation. At their 
estuaries, therefore, they are but creeks of the sea, and have salt 
instead of fresh water, if the inundation ftoes not make them 



fresh by its ficcesf« Sfome' remarkable changes were brought 
abo&t in the eastern mouth from an earthquake in 1849 j by which 
r a large tract of land was, and stifl continues, submerged. 

About five miles below T’hat’hah, the Indus forms its Delta 
by dividing irfto two branches. These bear the names or'B^gdr 
and Sdta. The first runs off at right angles westward ; the other 
flows southward. The B£gar passes Pir Pattab, D&rfijf, and 
Ldborf Banders, and enters the sea by two subdivisions, the 
Pitf and Pitiydm. The Sdta subdivides into seven' streams, 
and reaches the sea by the mouths of Juwali, Richel, Hajdmdri, 
Khediwari Gdfd, and Mall. There are even other subdivi- 
* sions, but it would only confuse to name them. All these mouths 
f bave communication with each other, so that the internal navigation 
of the Delta is extensive. The course of the waters of the Indus 
is most capricious and inconstant. One year the Bagar is dry, 
and in another the Sata shares alike fate. In 1809 the principal 
portion of the waters were disembogued by the Bagar. In 
1831 their channel of egress was confined to the Sata. The 
seven mouths of the Sata even vary in their supply of water, but 
one branch of the Indus is always accessible to country boats. 
The great mouth at present is the Gord, but, from sand-banks, it 
is not accessible to ships. Those mouths Which discharge least 
water are most accessible. ° 

Kach’fc, January, 1836. m 
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III. Narrative of a Journey from the Tower of Bd-l-ltaff, 
on the Southern Coast of Arabia, to the Ruins of Nalcab al 
Hajar, in April, 1835*—Communicated by Lieutenant Well- 
sted, Indian Navy. Read January*23, 1837. 

During the progress of the survey of the south coast of Ara¬ 
bia, by the East India Company’s surveying vessel the Palinurus, 
while near the tower called Ba-’l-haff, on the sandy cape of Kas-ul 
Aseida, in lat. 13° 57' north, long. 4f>£° east nearly, the Bedowins 
brought us intelligence that some extensive ruins, which they de¬ 
scribed as being erected by infidels, and of great antiquity, were 
to be found at some distance from the coast. 

.1 was in consequence most anxious to visit them,, but the several 
t days we remained passed away bringing nothing but empty pro-; 
mises on the jfert of Hamed* (the officer in charge of the tower,) 
to procure usMcamels and guides; and at length, in the prosecution 
of her survey, the ship sailed to the westward. 

On the morning of her departure, April 29th, 1835, some hopes 
were held out to' me that if I remained, camels would be procured 
in the course of the dfiy, to convey us to some inscriptions, but a few 


* An abbreviation for Alined ox Mohammed,—F. S. 
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hours’ distance from the beach; &$d In th£& expectation I remained 
behind with Mr. Cruttenden, a midshipman of the Palindrus* 
and one 6$jf§se ship’s boats. ' • 

Towardf noon the camels were brought, and I was then some¬ 
what surprised to hear, after much wrangling amdhg themselves, 
the Bedowins decline proceeding to the inscriptions, but,express* 
their readiness to accompany me to the ruins I had before been 
so desirous of visiting. For this I was then unprepared; I had 
with me* no presents for the Sheikhs of the different villages 
through which I had to pass, and only a small sum of money; but 
what (as regarded our personal safety) was o& more moment, 
Hdmed, who had before promised to accompany me, declined (on ’ 
the plea of sickness) now to do so. ^ 

It was, however, an opportunity of seeing the country no^to be 
lost, and I determined at once to place myself under their pro¬ 
tection, and proceed with them. Accordingly, I dispatched my 
boat to the vessel with an intimation to the commander that 1 
hoped at the expiration of three days, to be at the village of ’Ain, 
on the sea coast, when he could then send a boat for me. 

Having filled our water skins at three p. m., accompanied by 
an ill-looking fellow (styling himself the bfother of Horned), and 
another Bedowin, We mounted our camels and* set forward. 

The road after leaving Bd-’l-haff extends along the shore to 
the westward. Op the beach we saw a great variety of shells; 
among them I noticed (as the most common) the Pinna fragilis, 
the Solen, the Voluta musica, and several varieties of Olftes^ * 
fragments of red tubular coral, and the branch kind of the 
white, were also very numerous. 

Under a dark barn-shaped hill, whteh we passed to the right, 
our guides pointed out thfc remains of an old tower, but as we 
were told there were no inscriptions, and as its appearance from 
the ship indicated its being of Arab construction, we did not stay 
to examine it. 

At 4h. 50m. wc passed a small fishing village called Jilleh, 
consisting of about twenty huts rudely constructed with the 
branches of the date palm. Along the beach above high-water 
mark, the fishermen had hauled up their boats,‘Where they are 
always (unless required for use) permitted to remain. • , 

• In their construction they differ in no respect from those whicl^ 

I have described in other parts of the coast. • * 

At 7h. 20m. we left the coast, and wound our ^ay between a 
broad belt of loy sand-hills, until 8h. 30m., when we halted for 
about two hours, about three miles from the village of ’Ain 
Jowdri, to which one of our guides was dispatched, in order to 
secure a supply of dates, the only food they pared to provide them¬ 
selves with. Directly he returned we again mounted. At IIh. 
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r the loud and 'tieep barking of'some dogs announced to us that 
we, were passing the village of % ’Am Abd Mabuth^f feut we saw 
nothing of the inhabitants, and at lh. a.m. we halted J$i* the night. 

We were npw in the territories of the Diyabi Bedowins, who, 
from^thcir fierce and predatory habits, are held in much dread by 
■ the surrounding tribes. Small parties while crossing this tract, are 
not unfrequently cut off,—and wc were therefore cautioned by 
our guides to keep a good look-out for their approach. But after 
spreading our boat cloaks in the sand, we were little annoyed by 
any apprehensions of this nature, and slept there very soundly 
. until the following morning, Thursday, April 30th. 

The Bedowins called us at an early hour, and after partaking 
*of some coffee which they had prepared, we shook the sand (in 
which during the night we had been nearly buried) from our 
clothes, and at five a. m. at a slow pace we again proceeded on our 
journey. 

At 7h, we ascended a ledge about 400 feet in elevation, from 
the summit of which, we obtained an extensive but dreary view of 
the surrounding country. Our route lay along a broad valley, 
either side being formed by the roots or skirts of a lofty range of 
mountains. As these^ extended to the northward they gradually 
approach each other, and the valley there assumes the aspect of 
a narrow deep defile. But on the other hand, the space between 
our present station and the sea gradually widens, and is crossed 
by a barrier about thirty miles in width, forming a waste of low 
sandy hillocks;—so loosely is tile soil here piled that the Bedowins 
assure me that they change their outline, and even shift their 
position with the prevailing storms. How such enormous masses 
of moving sand, some of which are b^sed on extensive tracts of 
indurated clay, could in their present situation become thus 
heaped together, affords an object of curious inquiry. They rise 
in sharp ridges, and are all of a horse-shoe form, their convex 
side to seaward.f, Our camels found the utmost difficulty in 
crossing them, and the BedowinS were so distressed that we were 
obliged to halt repeatedly for them. The quantity of water they 
drank was enormous. I observed on one occasion a party of four 
or five finish a skin holding as many gallons. 

« *At 8h. we found the sun so oppiessive that the Bedowins halted 
in a shallow valley under the shade of some stunted tamarisk' 
trees. Their schnty foliage would however have afforded us but 
slight shelter from the burning heat of the sun's rays, if our 
guides had not with their daggers dug up or cut off the roots and 
lower branches, and placed them at the top of the tree. But 

* So pronounced, but probably ’A"m A bfi Ma’bad. —I*’. S. 

+ The same formation offhand-hills was found by Pottinger in Bcldchistan, and 
by Dr. Mayen in 1831, in the Pampa grande de Arequipa.— E, 
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having done so, they quietly fBok possession of tfce most shady 
spots, and left us to shift the best way we ‘“could. Although we* 
were not lofh^ in availing ourselveftof the practical lesson they had • 
taught us, f "began to be far from pleased with their churlish 
behaviour. Every approach I made towards a gotwl understand¬ 
ing was met by the most ungracious and repulsive return. 

They now held frequent conversations with each other apart,* 
of which it was evident we were made the subject,—and they not 
only refused fire-wood or water, in other quantities than they con¬ 
sidered sufficient, but they watched our movements so closely, that 
I found it, for a time, impossible to take either ngtes or sketches. 

I have no wish to drag forward anticipated dangers, but it was ’ 
impossible but that I should feel if these men played us false, 
our situation must have ‘been a critical one. I know that the* 
natives of this district were reported to be especially hosfile to 
those of any other creed than their own, and that they had some 
years ago (by seducing them with promises from the beach) cut 
off the whole of a boat’s crew of the only vessel that had pre¬ 
viously touched on their coast, and I could not but' attribute to 
myself some degree of rashness, in thus venturing with no better 
pledge, than their fidelity, for our safety. There was however .but 
little time for such reflections, and without evincing in my man¬ 
ner any change, or mistrust, T determined to watch their conduct 
narrowly, and to losp sight of nothing which might be turned to 
our advantage. 

At lOh. 30m. continued our journey on the same sandy mounts < 
as before. At lh. 30m. we passed a sandstone hill called 
Jebel Mdsinah. The upper part of this eminence forms a nar¬ 
row ridge presenting an appearance so nearly resembling ruins, 
that it was not until our subsequent visit to them that we were 
convinced to the contrary. We had now left the sandy mounts 
.and were crossing over table ridges elevated about 200 feet from 
the plains below, and intersected by numerous valleys, the beds of 
former torrents, which had escaped from the idountains on either 
hand. The surface of the hills was strewn with various sized 
fragments of quartz and jasper, several of which exhibited a very 
pleasing variety of colours. 

In the valley the only rocks ye found were a few rounded 
•masses of primitive cream-coloured limestone. Placing the ox- * 
istence of these in conjunction with the appearance of the moun¬ 
tain on either side, I have no hesitation in pronouncing them to 
be of this formation—which is indeed the predominant .rock 
along the whole southern coast of Arabia. 

A few stunted acacias now first made their appearance, which 
continued to increase in size as we advanced. 

At four p. m, .we descended jjnto W£di Meifah, and halted 



near a well ^ of good- light wi$0 The change which a few 
. draughts produced in the before ..drooping appearance of our 
camels* was most extraordinary. Before we arra$$d here, they 
were stumbling, and staggering at every step; they loathed .quick 
and audibly,, and were evidently nearly knocked up—but directly 
they arrived near the water, they approached it at a round pace, 
,J * and appeared to imbibe renovated vigour with every draught. 
So that browsing for an hour on the tender shoots of the 
trees around, they left as fresh as when we first started from 
the sea-coast, notwithstanding the excessive heat of the day, and 
the heavy nature of the road. 

It may appear strange that these animals should have been so 
much distressed in crossing a tract of only forty miles. Camels 
«> however differ in Arabia, in point ofi strength and speed, more 
than is generally supposed. These with us at present bore about 
the same resemblance to those on which I journeyed from ’Aden 
to L&hejf, as a first-rate hunter would to a post-horse in England. 

During the time we remained here, an Arab brought several 
fine bullocks to water. They have the hump which we observe 
in those of India, and to which in size, the stunted growth of their 
horns, and their light colour, they bear otherwise a great resem¬ 
blance. 

Arak trees are here very numerous, but they are taller, 
larger, and seem a different species to those found on the sea- 
coast. The camels appear very fond of those we found here, 
bul; unless pressedLtef hunger, they never feed on the latter. 

The arak tree* is common to Arabia, to Abyssinia, and to Nubia; 
is found in many places along the shores of the Red Sea,—and 
the southern coast of Socotra abounds with it. Its colour is of a 
lively green, and at certain seasons it sends forth a most fragrant 
odour. The Arabs make tooth-brushes of the smaller branches 
which they take to Mecca and other parts of the East for sale. 

Tamarisk and acacia trees are also very numerous, and the 
whole at this period were sprouting forth young branches, and 
their verdant appearance, after crossing over such a dreary waste 
of burning sand, was an inexpressible relief to the eye. 

At five p. M. we again mounted our camels,—our route continued 
in a west-north-westerly direction along the valley. It is about one 
[' _J!_ * e _ .| 

* * Salvadora Pfrsica, called also siwuk and miswajc by the Arabs. Jt is probably 
a plant of African origin, being found throughout tropical Afrig}. From Siw£)t, 
pronounced Eimfi by Dr. Oudeney (DenhamVTravels, p. 31), and called nyottit i|» 
Senegambia (Adanson’a Travels, p. 290), the Arabs have formed the verb tAia, he 
brushed his teeth, and tiwak or minvak, a toothbrush. Its fruit, when unripe, is 
called berrr; when ripe, kebath. It is well described by ForskSl (Flora Arabics, 
p. 32) under the name of Citsus Arbomt. ' It is not the Bik of Bruce (Appendix, 
pt. 44), which is the Avicennia nitida (Drlile, Voy. en Arabia de I,6ou la Borde, 
p.8l). * * • 
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and a half mile in width; the hank on either aide, apd the ground 
over which we were passing, afford abundant evidence of a power- , 
fill stream, having but a short timq previous passed along it. « 
The country also begins to assume a far different aspect. Nume- 
rous hamlets, interspersed amidst extensive date g^pves, verdant 
fields of jowaree, and herds of sleek cattle, show themselves in 
every direction,—and we now for the first time since leaving the • 1 
sea-shore fell in with parties of inhabitants. Astonishment was 
depicted qp the countenance of every person we met, but as we did 
not halt, they had no opportunity of gratifying their curiosity by 
gazing for any length of time on us. But to compensate for such 
a disappointment, one of our party remained behirfd, to commu¬ 
nicate what he knew of us. In answer to the usual queries, who 
we were? whether we were Musselmans? and what was the** 
nature of our business here ? his reply was, that we were Ktifirs 
going to Nakab al Ilajar in order to visit, and seek for treasure. 
Others he gratified with the intelligence that we arrived here to 
examine and report on their country, which the Kafirs were 
desirous of obtaining possession of. In vain I endeavoured to 
impose silence on him, lie laughed outright at my expostulation; 
while our guides, either disliking to be seen in our company, or 
having some business of their own, left us the instant we arrived 
near the village. # 

They returned shortly after sun-set, and we were in the act of 
halting near to a small hamlet, when the inhabitants sent a mes¬ 
sage to them, requesting they would remove us from the vicinity 
of their habitations. Remonstrances or resistance (except on the" 
part of our guides, who remained quiet spectators of all which 
was passing without an attempt at interference) would have been 
equally vain, and we were consequently obliged to submit. 

It was now dark, and it soon" be came evident that our Bedowins 
had but an imperfect idea of the road, for we had not proceeded 
more than three or four miles, when we found ourselves climbing 
over the high embankments which enclose the jewaree fields. 

The camels fell so frequently while crossing these boundaries, 
that the Bedowins at last lost all patience, took their departure, 
and left us with an old man and a little boy, to shift for ourselves. 

I should have cared the less for this, if before they left, they had 
had the goodness to let us knftw* to what quarter they had ill- • 
tended to proceed,—but jhis they had not condescended to do, • 
and we were consequently preparing to take up oijr quarters in 
the fields when we unexpectedly came across an old woman, who 
without the slightest hesitation, as soon as she was informed of 
our situation, promised to conduct us to her house; We gladly 
followed her, but had wandered so far from the path, that we did. 
not arrive there till eleven in the evening. • 
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We foundcour guides comfortably seated in a neighbouring 
hcfuse, smoking their pipes and drinking coffee. I was exces¬ 
sively annoyed, but it would diave availed me nothing to have 
displayed it. * 

14 appearsf we had arrived at a sort of caravan sera, one or more 
of which are usually found in the towns of Yemen, as in other 
‘ parts of the East. 

A party had arrived shortly before us, and the house was filled 
with men, who were drinking coffee and smoking. We therefore 
requested the old lady (whose kindness did not abate when she 
heard we werq Christians) to remove the camels from the court 
yard, and there, after a hearty supper of dates and milk, we slept 
very soundly until about three o’clock, when we were awakened 
1 by finding our guides rummaging our baggage for coffee. At any 
othe'r period I should probably have been amused at witnessing the 
unceremonious manner in which they proposed helping themselves, 
as well as the nonchalance they exhibited in piling, without cere¬ 
mony, saddles, baskets, or whatever came in their way, upon us. 
But inen are not in the best humour to enjoy a practical joke of 
this nature, when snatching a hasty repose, after a fatiguing day's 
work—and I therefore, with as little ceremony as they used to us, 
peremptorily refused to allow them to remove what they were 
seeking for. As we anticipated, they took this in high dudgeon, 
but their behaviour, unless they had proceeded to actual violence, 
could not have been much worse than it had been hitherto, and I 
rthorefore cared little for such an ebullition. 

Friday , 1st May .—Although it was quite dark last night when we 
arrived here, yet we could not but be aware, from the state of the 
ground we had passed over, that there must be abundance of 
vegetation, yet we were hardly prepared for the scene that opened 
upon our view at day-light this morning. 

Fields of dhurrah,* dokhn,y tobacco, &c., extended as far as 
the eye could reach; their verdure of the darkest tint. Mingled 
with these we had the soft foliage of the acacia, and the stately, 
but more gloomy aspect of the date palm,—while the creaking 
of the numerous wheels with which the grounds are irrigated, 
and several rude ploughs, drawn by oxen in the distance; to¬ 
gether with the ruddy and lively appearance of,the people (who 
, now flocked towards us from alt quarters)—and the delightful 
and refreshing coolness of the morning air, combined to form a 
scene, which he who gazes on the barren aspect of the coast 
cou\d never anticipate being realized. „ 

At six a. m. we again mounted our camels. We passed in 
succession the villages of Sakun, Gharfgah, and Jewel Sheikh, 


* Sorghum vulgiire. 


t Sorghum saccharatum. 
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and at 8h. 30m. arrived at another small village, fHhere we had 
hitherto been led to anticipate we should find the Suit,in; but,Jto 
our very great joy, we found upon inquiring for him, that he had 
set off" yesterday for ’Abbdn, and we accordingly pushed on. 

Several people stopped us on the road to inquire who* we 
were, and where we were going ? They saluted us with much . 
civility after the Arab fashion, and appeared perfectly satisfied 
at the answer our guides now thought proper to give to them, 
that we w8re proceeding to their Sultan on business. 

We met the only man who recognized us in the course of our 
journey as Englishmen. He was a native of Hadramaut, and 
had heard of the English at Shaher. He was impressed with a 
belief that we were proceeding to purchase Hasan Ghorib from « 
’Abdu-1 Whhid. 

At 9h. we passed Mansurah, and Sa’id, and at 9h. 30m. ar¬ 
rived at Jewel Agil, one of the largest hamlets of the group. 
Leaving several other villages to the left, we now passed over a 
hill about 200 feet in height, composed of a reddish-coloured 
sandstone. From the summit of this, the ruins we sought were 
pointed out to us. 

As their vicinity is said to be infested vfrith robbers, we were 
obliged to halt at a village, in order to obtain one of its inhabitants 
to accompany us to them. Our guides, as usual, having gone to 
seek shelter from the heat of the sun, had left us to make our 
breakfast on dates and water, in any sheltered spot we could find. 
The sun was nearly vertical, and tl*? walls of- the houses afforded* 
us no protection. 

Seeing this, several of the inhabitants came forward, and offered 
with much kindness to take us to their dwellings. We freely 
accepted the offer, and followed one to his habitation. Coffee 
was immediately called for, and it was with some difficulty, by 
promising to return if possible in the evening, after we had visited 
the ruins, that we prevented his ordering a meal fjp be immediately 
cooked for us. • 

This, combined with several other instances which came before 
us on our return, convinced me that if we had been provided 
with a better escort, that we should have experienced neither in¬ 
civility nor unkindness from tlii% people. » 

*. About an hour from this village we arrived at the ruins of < 
Nakab al Hajar,* and a* rapid glance soon convinced me, that 
their examination would more than compensate feur any fatigue 
or privations wef had undergone on our road to them. * • 

The hill upon which they are situated, stands out in the centre 
of the valley, and divides a stream which passes, during floods, on 
either side of it. It is nearly 800 yards i# length, and about 

* Nakabu-l-hajar signifies “ the*excavation from the rock,” 
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350 yards at a its greatest breadth. The direction of its greatest 
length is from east to west. Crossing it diagonally, there is a 
shallow valley, dividing it into two nearly equal portions, which 
swell out into an oval form. About a third of its height from the 
ba^p, a massive wall averaging, in those places where it remains 
entire, from thirty to forty feet in height has been carried com¬ 
pletely round the eminence. This is flanked by square towers, 
erected at equal distances. There are but two entrances by 
which admission can be gained into the interior. Tli^y are situ¬ 
ated north and south from each other, at the termination of the 
valley before mentioned, 

A hollow square tower, each side measuring fourteen feet, 
stands on either hand. Their bases are carried down to the 
plain below, and they are carried oat considerably beyond the 
rest of the building. Between these towers, at an elevation of 
twenty feet from the plain, an oblong platform has been built, 
which extends about eighteen feet without, and as much within the 
walls. A flight of steps apparently was formerly attached to either 
extremity of the building, although now all traces of them have 
disappeared. This level spat e is roofed with flat stones of mas¬ 
sive dimensions, resting on transverse wulls. It is somewhat sin¬ 
gular that we could not trace any indication or form of gates. 
The southern entrance has fallen much to decay, but the northern 
remains in almost a perfect state. The sketch on the map will 
illustrate its appearance and dimensions better than any verbal 
description. 4 

Within the entrance of this, at an elevation of ten feet from the 
platform, we found the inscriptions, which arc also given. They 
are executed with much -apparent care, in two horizontal lines on 
the smooth face of the stones of the< building. The letters are 
eight inches in length. Attempts have been made, though with¬ 
out success, to obliterate them. From the conspicuous situation 
which they occupy, there can be but little doubt, but that when 
deciphered, they* will be found to contain the name of the founder 
of the building, as well as the date, and purport of its erection. 

The whole of the wall, the towers, and some of the edifices 
within, have been built of the same material, a compact greyish- 
coloured marble streaked with thin dark veins and speckles. All 
a*re hewn to the required shdpe with the utmost nicety. The 
1 dimensions o£ tjiosc at the base of thq walls and towers, were 
from five to .fix and seven feet in length, from two feet ten inches 
to three feet in height, and from three to four in breadth. 
Tbfese decrease in size with the same regularity to the summit, 
where their breadth is not more than half that of those below. 
The thickness of the wall there, though I did not measure it, 
cannot be less than Sen feet, and, as far as I could judge, about 
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four at the summit. Notwithstanding the irregularity of its 
foundation, the stones are all without deviation, placed in the 
same horizontal lines. The whole* has been carefully cementdd 
with mortar, which has acquired a hardness almost equal to that 
of the stone. Such parts of the wall as remain standing, are •ad¬ 
mirably knitted together. Others which by the crumbling away 
of their bases, incline towards their fall, still adhere in their tot¬ 
tering state without fracture. And those patches which have 
fallen, lay prostrate on the ground in huge undissevered masses. 

There are no openings in these walls, no turrets at the upper 
part,—the whole wears the same stable, uniform* and solid ap¬ 
pearance. In order to prevent the mountain torrent, which leaves 
on the face of the surrounding country evident traces of the rapi¬ 
dity of its course, from washing away the base of the hill, several ** 
buttresses of a circular form have been hewn from that part,*and 
cased with a harder stone. The casing has disappeared, but the 
buttresses still remain. 

We must now visit the interior, where we arrived at an oblong 
square building, the walls of which face the cardinal points. Its 
largest size, fronting the north and south, measures twenty-seven 
yards. The shorter, fading the eastward, seventeen yards. The 
walls are faced with «** kind of free-stone, each stone is cut of the 
same size, and the whole is so beautifully put together, that I en¬ 
deavoured in vain to ipsert the blade of a small penknife between 
them. The outer surface has not been polished, but bears the 
mark of a small chisel, which tint Bedowins have mistakenrfor. 
writing. 

From the extreme care which has been displayed in the con¬ 
struction of this building, I have little doubt but it formerly served 
as a temple, and my disappointment at finding the interior filled 
up with the ruins of the fallen roof, was very great. Had it for¬ 
tunately remained entire, we might have obtained some monu¬ 
ment which would possibly have thrown light on the obscure and 
doubtful knowledge we possess concerning the* form of religion 
followed by the earlier Arabs. 

Above and beyond this building there are several other edifices, 
but there is nothing peculiar in their form or appearance. 

From a stone .which I removed from one of the walls, the in¬ 
scription was copied. 

N early midway between the two gates, there i&a^well of a cir¬ 
cular form ten feet in diameter, and sixty in deptl# The sides 
are lined with unhewn stones, and either to protect it from # the 
sun’s rays, or to serve some process of drawing the water, a wall 
of a cylindrical form, fifteen feet in height, has been carried 
round it. 

On the southern mound we w^re not afte to make any dis- 
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coveries. The whole appears an undistinguishable mass of ruins. 
Witliin the southern entrance, on the same level with the plat¬ 
form, a gallery four feet in breadth, protected on the inner side 
by a strong parapet three feetiri height, and on the outer by the 
principal wall, extends for a distance of about fifty yards. I am 
unable to ascertain what purpose this could have served. In no 
portion of the ruins have we been able to trace any remains of 
arches or columns, n«r could we discover on their surface any of 
those fragments of, pottery, coloured glass, or metal s, f which are 
always found in' old Egyptian towers, and which I also saw on 
those we discovered on the north-west coast of Arabia. 

Although, as I have before noticed, attempts have been made 
to deface the inscriptions, yet there is no appearance of the buihl- 
*. ing having suffered from any other ravages than those of time ; 
and,owing to tiie dryness of the climate, as well as the hardness 
of the material, every stone, even to the marking of the chisel, 
remains as perfect as the day it was hewn. 

We were naturally anxious to ascertain if the Arabs had pre¬ 
served any. tradition concerning their buildings, but they refer 
them, in common with the others we have fallen in with, to their 
Pagan ancestors. t 

“ Do you believe,”* said one of the Bodowins to me, upon my 
telling him that his ancestors were then capable of greater works 
than themselves, “ that these stones were raised by the unassisted 
hands of the Kafirs? No! no! they had dtfvils, legions of devils 
(God preserve us from them !) to aid them.” This we found was 
'generally credited by others. ' 

Our own guides followed us during the whole of the time we 
were strolling over the ruins, in expectation of sharing in the 
golden hoards, which they would nof but remain convinced we 
had come to discover; and when they found us as they supposed 
unsuccessful in the search, they consoled themselves with the re¬ 
flection that we had not been able to draw them from the spirits, 
who, according to,their belief, keep continual watch over them. 

The ruins of Nakab al Ilajar, considered by themselves, pre¬ 
sent nothing therefore than a mass of ruins surrounded by a wall; 
but the magnitude of the stones with which this is built, the unity 
of conception and execution, exhibited in the style and mode of 
placing them together,—with* it* towers, and its great extent, 
i would stamp it as a work of considerable labour in any other part 
of the world. But in Arabia, where, as far as is known, architec¬ 
tural remains are of rare occurrence, its appearance excites the 
liveliest interest. That it owes its origin to a very remote anti¬ 
quity (how remote it is to be hoped the inscription will determine) 
is evident, by its appearance alone, which bears a strong resem¬ 
blance to similar edifices which have been found amidst Egyptian 
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ruins. We have (as in them) the same inclinatioiLin the walls, 
the same form of entrance, and the same flat roof of stones. 
situation and the mode in which tlj£ interior is laid out, seem ito 
indicate that it served both as a magazine and a fort,—and I think 
we may with safety adopt the conclusion that Nak^j al Hajar, 
as well as the other castle which we have discovered, were erected 
during that period when the trade from India flowed through - 
Arabia towards Egypt, and from thence to - Europe, and Arabia 
Felix, comprehending Yemen, Saba, and Hadramaut, under the 
splendid dominion of the Saharan or Homerite* dynasty, seems to 
have merited the appellation she boasted of. 

The history of these provinces is involved in nflich obscurity, 
but Agatliarchides, before the Christian era, bears testimony, in 
glowing colours, to the wealth and luxury of the Sabians, and •» 
his account is heightened rather than moderated by succeeding 
writers. 

This people, before Marbef became the capital of their king¬ 
dom, possessed dominion along the whole of the southern frontier 
of Arabia. We are expressly informed that they planted columns 
in eligible situations for trade, and fortified their establishments. 

The commerce was not confined to any particular channel; on 
the contrary, we learij from an early period, of the existence of 
several flourishing cities, at, or ne;p the sea-coast, which must 
have shared in it. We know nothing of the interior of this re¬ 
markable country, buf there is every reason to believe, as is mdfct 
certainly the case with Nakab al Hajar, that these castles will 
not only point out the tracks which tlie caravans formerly pursued, 
but also indicate the natural passes into the interior. 

The inscription which it has been our good fortune to discover, 
will, there is every reason toabelieve, create considerable interest 
among the learned. 

This character bears a strong resemblance to the Ethiopic,^ 
which in many respects approaches the Hebrew or Syriac,—and 
when the inscription from l lasan Ghorab was shown to a learned 
Orientalist in Bombay, he at once proved the justness of the sug¬ 
gestion, by pointing out an exact similitude between several of tlie 
letters. 1 am not sufficiently versed in Oi iental literature to pur¬ 
sue the subject further,—and these few remarks arising out of 
what has come before me, are offered with much diffidence. * 


* The ancient people called Ilimyarf by the modern Arabs were probably called 
Ilomei'rl by their ancestors, as their territory corresponds with that of tha Home- 
fit® of Ptolemy (Geogr. v& 6). ' * 

f The Mariaba of the Greeks'(Strabo, xvi., p. 778). 

I It also has some similitude to the undcciphered characters on the Lat of Firoz 
Shdh at Dehll (As. Res. vii. pi. 7 —10).—F. S. Similar characters may also be seen 
on the pedestal of a small statue in the museum at Bombty. 
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Nakab alcHajar is situated north-west, and is distant forty- 
eight miles from the village of ’ Am, which is marked on the chart in 
1 attitude! 4° 2' N. andiongi E. nearly. It stands in the cen¬ 

tre of a most extensive valley called by" the natives Wadi Meifah, 
—which, whether we regard its fertility, itspopulousness, or its 
extent, is the most interesting geographical feature we have yet 
' discovered on the southern coast of Arabia, Taking its length 
from where it opens out on the sea-coast, to the town of *Abban, 
it is four days’ journey or seventy-five miles. Beyond this point 
I could not exactly ascertain the extent of its prolongation,-— 
various native^, authorities fixing it from five to seven days more 
throughout the whole of this extent. It is thickly.* studded with 
villages, hamlets and cultivated grounds. In a journey of fifteen 
1 miles along it, we counted more than thirty of the former, besides 
a gi'eat number of single houses. 

The date groves become more numerous as we approach to¬ 
wards the sea-shore, while in the same direction the number of 
cultivated patches decrease. Few of the villages contain more 
than from One to two hundred houses, which are of the same form, 
and constructed of the same material (sun-baked bricks) as those 
on the sea-coast. I saw no huts, nor weie there any stone houses, 
although several of the villages had more than on8*mosque, and 
three or four sheiks’ tombs. <• 

More attention within this district appears to be paid to agri¬ 
cultural pursuits than in any other part of Arabia I have seen. 

, The fields are ploughed in fu-rows, which for neatness and regu¬ 
larity would not shame an English peasant. The soil is care¬ 
fully freed from the few stones which have been strewn over it, 
and the whole is plentifully watered morning and evening by 
numerous wells. The water is drawn up by camels, (this is a 
most unusual circumstance, for camels are rarely used as draught 
animals in any part of the East,) apd distributed over the face of 
the country along high embankments. A considerable supply is 
also retained within these wherever the stream fills its bed. 
Trees and sometimes houses are also then washed away, but any 
damage it does is amply compensated for the muddy deposit it 
leaves,—which, although of a lighter colour, and of a harder 
nature, is yet almost equally productive with that left by the 
iVilc in Egypt. But beyond what I have noticed, no other fruity 
* or grain are grown. 

' Having ndw made (during the short time We were allowed to 
remain) all the necessary observations on the ruins, and the sur¬ 
rounding country, our Bedowins, as evening was approaching, be¬ 
came clamorous for us to depart. * 

About four p. m. we finished packing our camels, and tra¬ 
velled until near sunset, when we halted near one of the villages. 
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Our reception here was very different from that which we pn 
our journey from thq , well experienced atthe first village. Abqpt 
fifty men crowded t arbund us ;-4h^^curiosity, though much height¬ 
ened by all they saW about us, was restrained within the'hounds 
of good taste. SuchqueStkms as they put to us respecting our 
journey were proposed with a degree of delicacy, which surprised 
and pleased me. Milk, water and firewood were brought to us 
almost unsolicited, for which wejihad nothing, tp return but our 
thanks. I much regretted on this occasion feeing unprovided 
with some- trifling presents, which we might have left as a 
memorial of the Englishman’s sojourn among thepi. 

What a different impression we > might have formed of this 
people, had we drawn our opinion from ouy guides or our first 
reception amidst them t . 

Saturday, 2nd May, we started shortly after midnight, and Ra¬ 
velled until four, when finding we had lost our way, we halted 
until day-light. At this time a heavy dew was falling, and Faren- 
heit’s thermometer stood at 58°; it was consequently so chilly, 
that we were happy to wrap ourselves up in our boat cloaks. 

At 8h. we again halted at the well to replenish our skins, 
previous to again crossing the sandy hillocks, and then con¬ 
tinued on oujyourney. From nine a. m. this morning until lh. 
30m. We endured a degree of heat I never felt equalled. Not a 
breath of wind was stirring, and the glare produced by the white 
sand was almost intolerable. At 2h. our guides were so mueh 
exhausted, that we were obliged to halt for an hour. At 5h. 3Qjn, 
we arrived at the date groves, ncaiAo ’Ain Abfi Mabuth, where ' 
there is a small village and some fountains of pure water about 
fifteen feet square and three deep. 

At 7h. we arrived at the Joeach, which we followed until we 
came opposite to the vessel. It was however too late to care 
about making a signal to those on board for a boat, and I was 
moreover desirous, from what * we overheard passing between 
the Bedouins, who were with us, to defer our departure until the 
morning. Any disturbance we might have with them had better 
happen then, than durjpg the night. We therefore took up our 
quarters amidst the sand-hills, where we could light a fire without 
fear of its being observed by tliote^on board. 

, It will readily*be believed that if we felt fatigued, it was not 
without reason. We had beeti but seventy hours frogi bur station 
at Ba-l-haff, during whicti we had been forty-four floors mounted 
on our camels. The whole distance, 120 miles, might have been 
accomplished, on a 4|ick camel, iii half that time,—and it Wat 
the slow pajpe during the excessi^; heat of the whither at this 
season which formed the most toilsome and tedious part pf the 
journey. / . • ^ 
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M 'by 3.—**We were discovered'at an early hour this xnorn- 
iqg from the ship, arid a boat was immediately dispatched for 
US. Strengthened nowwiih^the boat’s crew, we settled with 
the Bedouiris, without any other demand being made on us, and 
in the coursg of a few minutes we were ori board the vessel, where 
We .received the congratulations of all on our return. Consider¬ 
able apprehension had been entertained for our safety, when it was 
discovered that JBairfed had not accompanied us. 

The success winch has attended this brief journey to the inte-> 
rior will, it is hoped, prove an inducement to othersto follow up 
our researches.*, Had I been different situated, I should have 
proceeded on c fco ’Abban, ori, the road $o which there are at a vil¬ 
lage called Eisan, ruins of nearly equal magnitude yfith Nakab al 
Hajar. But independent of these .ancient monuments, in them¬ 
selves—far more than enough to repay the adventure,-—the condi¬ 
tion, character, and pursuits of the inhabitants, the productions, 
resources, and nature of the country, severally furnish subjects of 
peculiar interest, and would, there can be no doubt, amply repay 
the curiosity of the first European who should visit them. 

I imagine, to proceed, nothing more would be necessary than 
for an individual to procure a letter from the British government 
to the Sheikh of ’AbWn. A guard could there begent to escort 
him from the sea-coast, and he could from thence be forwarded 

. f 1 . 

to the next Sheikh by a siindar application. 

. * By the assumption of a Mohammedan or even a medical charac¬ 
ter and by sacrificing every species of European comfort, he 
might, I have very little doubt, penetrate to the very heart of this 
remarkable country. 
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IV .—Extfacts from Notes made on a Journey in Asia Minor in 
1836. By W. I. Hamilton, Esq.. F.G.S. Communicated by 
W. R. Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S: Read December 12, 1836. 

[Tlic folloWln g pn^bs arc extracted,from the private letters of Mr. Hamil¬ 
ton, written during his travels in Apia Minor and Armenia, in the course 
of the year 1836. They have been selected chiefly for the geographical 
information they contain respecting parts of the country which are nearly 
blank on our maps, or what is worse, which are erroneously laid down. 
'S’hey are accompanied by a sketdh map of part of his route* but not by 
a general map, as Mr. Hamilton has not yet sent to England sufficient 
data wherewith flb construct it. For the present, the map of “ Turkey in 
Asia,” by ME John Atrowsmith, published in 1832, will be found by 
: the^reader the most useful for reference.] 

March % 1836.—In company with Mr. Strickland, I left 
Constantinople, and crossed the sea of Marmora in a four-oared 
caique to MuddnieL, #pd thence by land to Brusah, where we 
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remained to see its hot baths and springs, in one of jrhich, at t]ae 
source, the. thermometer rose to 184° Fhbr.• also to enjoy %0r 
extreme beauty of its situation,.. to luxuriate in the first bud¬ 
ding of the spring, mid to gainin' possible, some information 
respecting the means of getting to Azani by following jthe bank^of 
the river Rhyndacus, which we wished to trace; and although so 
near, it was extraordinary how difficult it was to obtain any intelli¬ 
gence. , It is true that hardly any of the plates, are mentioned in 
the map, and the few that are so are extremely faulty. We at 
laSt found out that there was a place called Kerinasld, twelve 
hours from Brusah, on a i#Or which falls into the lake of Apollonia, 
and for that we determined to start the next day. • 

March 26.—We halted at a village called Hasan Agah, nearly 
due west from Brftsah, whore, after some trouble, we got lodged 
in a stable. The next morning our course was west by south: *we 
soon came upon the lake of Apollonia, and continued the whole way 
along its southern shore, continually, but in vain, expecting to 
come upon the Rhyndacus, and we at last reached the end of the 
lake without finding the river. We afterwards discovered that 
the liver, 11 owing from the south-east, passes the lake, from the 
south side of which it is separated by a range ofjbtills, and flows with a 
winding course into and through the plain on the west of the lake, 
which it entefs from tfie west instead^of the south, as represented 
in some maps. In Cramer’s map the Rhyndacus enters the lake 
from the cast, and another river, which does not exist, enters «it 
from the south. At Kermaslu we paid our respects to the Ag%h, 
formerly Pasha of Erz-rum, who wlls most civil to us, sent us an 
excellent Turkish dinner to our khan, and told us of the ruins of a 
large town at a place called Hamanlu, about one hour off. Thither 
we started early the next.jautf’ihng, and found some small remains 
of solid walls, with the ground to a great extent covered with 
fragments of pottery and tiles, „but no appearance of marble or 
columns. Had it not been fot the quantity of pottery on the 
ground, I should have supposed,the ruins to be Byzantine: at all 
events, here must have been a town, and it may have been Paeme- 
nenus (see Cramer, vo| e i. 56). The same day we got to a small 
village called Kcrtcslek, four hours farther up the Rhyndacus, 
where we were again most hospitably received and lodged by the 
4 gib, and got a foute to take us to Taushanlu,* a place mentioned 
by Keppel as being on the^Rhyndacus. Here we syuy the- remains 
of a castle perched upon a hill, commanding the passgof the river, 
probably Byzantine, and one of those said to have been erected 
in the middle ages to .defend the parses of Olympus, against "the 
Turks. * \V- *«■’ 


* 1$ (with the French w), or H, is a derivative termination answering to atir ri 
iw»,oiMk—F.S. . ™ 
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March long- and tedious march over high hills and 

through fine woods brought us to Adrantis, not Edrenos or 
Edreneh, as the maps give it, Here we heard of two ruins, one 
of which proved to he a Byzantine fortress, close to the Rhynda- 
cu^., the otligr as clearly the remains of an ancient town, situated 
at the foot of a limestone hill on the left branch of the river, about 
two miles from the bank. We found the remains of a large 
square building, >88 paces by §o, of huge massive hewn stones, 
put together without cement, the wall in part standing, about 
thirty, or forty feet high, with the remains of smaller walls inside ; 
perhaps a gymnasium. Outside were heaps of stones, with very 
beautiful sculpture, Ionic and Doric, marking the sites of two 
temples ; numerous columns built into tlie walls of the adjoining 
fields, and scattered about amongst the ruins, with traces of walls 
in ether directions. There can, 1 think, be no doubt that these 
are the ruins of Hadriani, which 1 believe have never been 
visited. In the adjoining village of Baj, two miles off, we 
found several Greek inscriptions, which we copied (as well as the 
troublesome curiosity of the villagers, who had never seen a Frank 
before, would allow us) : none of them, however, contained the 
name of the town. We continued our route at some distance 
from the Rhyndacus on the left bank, until we came to a village 
called Ahabij hisar, wliere r we again crossed it in the inidst of 
beautiful rocky scenery, at a narrow gorge, where is another By¬ 
zantine castle. The ruins of Hadriani detained us so long, that 
Wf could not reach Ilermanjik, where we were to change horses, 
until the middle of the ne^t day. Our course was generally 
south-west. 

March 29.—We slept at a miserable village called Haidar, 
where we were however most hospitably’: received by the inhabit¬ 
ants, and well fed, as strangers sent by Providence, whom it was 
their duty to assist. Tlieir curiosity, however, was rather trouble¬ 
some : they had never seen Franks before, and they completely 
filled our littla cabin. We had great difficulty in ridding 
ourselves of them ; but their behaviour was respectful, and very 
superior to what one would have met with among the same class 
of people in some more enlightened countries. There is a dig¬ 
nity about a Turkish peasant quite surprising, and they are a 
peaceable, ignorant, and inoffensive people. 1 They take ijo 
notice of a, hint that you wish to be alone : you must turn 
them out almost by force, and sometimes threaten to complain 
to an Agah, on the strength of a firman ; but they make no 
resistance. 

March 30.—We left Haidar early, and in a short time came 
again upon the Rhyndacus, which we crossed, flowing from east 
to west: sifter ascending its course for some way wte struck up a 
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lateral valley on the right, and reaehed Hermanjik, tgrhere 
fresh horses and started for Taushanlfi, eight hours distant, ; ’bii$ 
over a mountainous road. We slegt this night at Eshek<5i* oii 
the top of a ridge of hills. The cottages or rather huts are all 
built of logs, and roofed with split deal. The cold wv severe.« 

March 31.—We werein a snow storm for some hours, passing 
through a fine forest with beautiful scenery. Our course was 
chiefly south-east and east. In about three hours and a half we 
came to some sepulchral chambers cut in the rocks on the left 
hand side of the road. They appear to be Phrygian in character; 
one only remains tolerably perfect: it was probably the N ecropolis 
of some Phrygian town, but we could not hear of any ruins in the 
neighbourhood. At Taushanlfi we copied several inscriptions, 
but none of much importance. 

April 1.—At Taushanlu we had crossed the Rhyndacus. To¬ 
day we crossedit again, and continued our route over some high hills 
to Azam, not the same road,as Kcppel took, but more to the west¬ 
ward. Before reaching Uranjik we descended into the fine rich 
plain of Azani, hut without a tree. A march of an hour and a 
half brought us to the ruins of Azani, and its beautiful Ionic 
temple. Keppel was mistaken in,supposing # that he crossed the 
Rhyndacus several timgs between Uriuijik and Azani : the river is 
not near the road. Uranjik is situated north-west from Azani, 
and the Rhyndacus, after leaving Azani, flows north-east. We 
however crossed several*str earns running down to the Rhyndacus* 
but all flowing in the same direction about east-north-east. The 
ruins of Azan$&re also on the left flank of the river, and not on 
the right. 

April 2.—fla.lt at Azani. The ruins are so well described by 
Keppel, that I need not!..repeat them. We were struck with 
their extent and beauty. Great numbers of columns, blocks of 
marble, and inscriptions are scattered about: we did not copy 
the long one on the temple, this-being already done by both Kep¬ 
pel and M. Texier, hut we employed ourselves in searching for 
more, and found several. One i^ the transcript of a letter from 
Nero, dated Rome. ;p 

April 3.—To Gediz,f eight hours. We crossed the Rhynda¬ 
cus several times up to the sources, following, I believe, one of 
th<i longer branches, if not the longest. The situation of Gcdiz* 
is very extraordinary, but # the river which flows ^through it is 
decidedly not the Hermus, hut only a tributary stneam which 

* kfii, village, is pronounced ki'em by the Constantinopolitan Turks,,the 6 having 
the sound of the German b, and French eu. —F. S. 

. T From this place, which is properly Geduz, anciently Kodus or Kadds, the an- » 
cient accusative Cados. for this place is on the site of Cadi, aTbe Turks cad this Her* 
mus Gediz or Kedfiz-su, i, g, Kediz water,—F^S. 
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falls H&to thSjtriver, about three miles lower down. The real Her- 
mus, even here, is a very considerable stream, ilowing from the 
east, though it is indicated in, Cramer’s map as a small stream ; 
and it flows from Muriel Tiigb, which is situated, not where the 
maps both pf Leake and Cramer place it, but to the eastward. 
It is curious at Gediz to see how the river, instead of flowing 
right down the valley by the lowest level, works its way through 
a narrow chasm abote 200 feet deep, and not 10 feet wide at the 
bottom, which appears to have been rent by an earthquake 
through the solid basaltic rock. 

April 4.—Gediz to ’Lkshak, called eight hours, but really 
above ten. *We were led to ’Ushak in the hopes of finding 
some ruins there. A beautiful ride over a mountainous and un¬ 
travelled district ; trap and basalti* rocks burst up in several 
places, and we found some beautiful varieties of obsidian. 

April 5.—Reached ’Ushak, a large town famous forjhe manu¬ 
factory of Turkey carpets, which are sent to Smyrna. It is the 
place where all the best and largest are mnde. We were very 
anxious to see the process, but there was an insuperable difficulty, 
that they are made by women, whom we could riot be allowed to 
set eyes upon. However, a house was found, where the women 
were to be sent out of the way, and we were then admitted; an 
old gentleman showed usthp process. It is very rude and simple, 
worked in the open air, and in the coarsest of frames. There 
;fre several inscriptions at 'Usliak in the Sfrallof the mosque, and 
other traces of antiquity, which are given by Arundel, but he did 
not know where they came Vrom. We Were told.fthat they were 
all brought from a village called Ahadkdi, six miles due east 
from ’Ushak, where also there were said to be considerable ruins. 
Thither we determined to proceeds and from thence to make a 
detour round to the south by Clanudda? to Kulali in the Katake- 
kaumene. We halted for the night at the village of Sdsus, five 
hours from ’Ushak, near the b&ftks of a large river called the 
Banas-chai, which flows from Morad Tdgh* south into the Mae- 
ander, which brings this branch of the Ma'am!or much more to 
the north and east than any of the maps have given it. On our 
way we found many inscriptions on the walls of the mosques, which 
we copied, and which it is fair to presume came also from the 
* ruins we were in search (if, hi one of which we were fortu¬ 
nate enough discover the name of pur town, should it really 
prove an aeeient site. 

April 6.—One hour’s ride brought us early to Ahadkoi,f where. 


* The Turku usually say Dfigh, though they write Tagh.—-F. S. . 

■f Ah6d-koV, Village-qpe,. The final consonants in Turkish are atufty* pronounced 
as Surds. —F. S. 
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on the summit of*a hill, we saw the remain* of some ancient 
building, to which we immediately ashended. It proved W bl?a 
theatre, with half the scena and proscenium standing, buii*&f 
very large blocks of stone. AW the seats of the cavea are 
gone, but the hollow clearly remaining. Farther search on the 
Acropolis brought to light another theatre, and the fdundatioif and 
ground-plan of a small temple; besides tracing the walls of the^ 
Acropolis in several places. About a quarter of a mile from the 
village, we had also discovered the site and part of the founda¬ 
tions of Smother temple; architectural ornamented sculpture 
lying about in every direction, and many inscriptions, but chiefly 
sepulchral. I believe these to be the remains of Trajauopolis. 
One of these inscriptions is I believe the first in which the name 
of this town is given (see Cramer, ii. ,59). Having satisfied our ^ 
curiosity here, we started ior Segider, four hours distant, aljnost 
due south. Arundel was here, and decided that it must have 
been an ancient site, which appears to be the case, from the num¬ 
ber of marbles, &c. in the village and burying-gronnd; but he 
could not make out the name of the place. It appears from an 
inscription lying in front of the mosque to have been Sebaste. 
There are also two tuinqli south from the town. 

April 7.—Segider to Kdbek, or GobeR, seven hours. Our 
course nearly east, the country one continued plain, but cut up 
and intersected by very deep ravineS and valleys, which are some¬ 
times excavated to such a depth as to make a person travelling 
in the valleys imagine himself in a mountainous country. To 
use the term of a German philosopher, they are only negative? 
mountains. We again crossed the Banas-chai river flowing south 
about two hours from Segider. The rest of our route was unin¬ 
teresting. At Kdbek w$ searched for inscriptions, but could only 
find one in the burial-ground, said to have been brought from 
the ruins of Suleimanlu, named by Arundel Clanudda, for want 
of a better. Our inscription^ however, was worth a dozen, as it 
gave us the name of the place. m 

April 8.—A guide took us in two hours to the interesting ruins 
of Suleimanlu: their situation?is striking, the Acropolis being 
formed by the junction of two ravines excavated in the great 
plain, which I have just described, and which consists entirely of a 
soft crumbling limestone, with*a^few harder beds intervening * 
The ruins are partly described by Arundel: he talks however of* 
some arches outside the §ate. These are cvideRtl^ the remains 
of an aqueduct, crossing some low grounds. We traced it for 
some way along the bills on our way to Takmak and Kulah: From 
hence we started for Takmak ; but our guides lost their way, and 
instead of keeping to the south of a mass of black-looking volca-' 
nic hills, we wandered through the middle of them by bad roads. 
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an^wete obligedto halt for the night at a Yuruk* farm, where, 
as often happened, we shared the same building with the horses. 

April 9,-r-A^reary ride of one hour and a half brought us to 
Takm&k, where the Agak, to Whom we presented ourselves, was 
very, civil, but could not procure us as many horses as we wanted 
till Che next day. He however ordered our guides to take us to 
, Kulah, eight hours further, but which it was impossible to do the 
same day with tired animals, the hour being about three miles and 
a half: we ; contrived however to make about half the distance, 
and halted at a wretched village called Aktagh, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of which were many Yuruk tents. 

April 10.—Across a fine rich country; reached Kulah about 11 
a.m. A mile from the town we suddenly came in sight of its 
. black conical volcano, from the summit of which we had a splen¬ 
did view: several other volcanic cones in sight, but of e much 
older date, their sides being considerably melted down, and cul¬ 
tivated to the very summit. We were now fairly in the Katake- 
kaumene, and were much struck with the resemblance the 
country bears to central France; so much so, that it is an 
additional satisfaction to us that we took that route in coming out. 
This lava stream, flowing first to the squth, is checked by low 
outlying bills of Mount Tmolus, and has then turned to the west, 
and flowed north into the valley of the Hermus, which appears 
far off, winding its way through a number of contiguous table¬ 
lands, the remnants of a former plain through which the Hewnus 
has made a channel some hundred feet deep, and produced another 
set of negative mountains, which appear at this distance to be 
capped with basalt, the product of the still more ancient volcanic 
period; but that is a subject for future investigation. I also heard 
of several ruins in the neighbourhood, food for a future journey. 

April 11.—Kulah to AduJa, eight hours. We passed through 
a great deal more of volcanic country, to the examination of 
which I hope to devote some other opportunity. We could not 
however stop long, at Adula. We crossed the Hermus, and were 
much surprised, thinking ourselves quite out of the Katakekau- 
inene, to find a stream of black lava flowing behind the town, 
and out of a narrow gorge, through which the Hermus also 
flows. Water and time have, however, conquered the lava; 
- a?id the continued stream of Jhejriver has in the narrow part of 
• the gorge almost obliterated all traces of the lava, over which it 
must have oijbe' flowed. We were now 6 in the plain of the Her- 
nius, and in quite a different climate : the vegetation a month in 
advance of the places we had come from. 

1 r'Jffw 1 1 ' TT--- • — — ——~ * - II- ■ - I 

„ * Yurtilc signifies “wanderer,” or “migratory, and is exclusively applied to the 
Turkoman hordes who live. in tents, in the hills in summer, in the plain* in winter. 
They are a harmless, hospitable people ; but their numerous Urge aud fierce dugs 
are a great annoyance to travellers,—F.S. 
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April 12.—Adula to Sardes, nine hours, goingby tbeGygjean 
lake, and the tomb of Halyattes. Our journey The wliofojfey 
was through the rich plain of the Hertnus, scattered vrith<?|he 
black tents of the wandering Turcomans, and. their numerous 
herds and flocks. We spent so much timewandering over the 
ruins, and scrambling up a break-neck road to the crumbling pin¬ 
nacles of the Acropolis, that we were unable to get beyond Sardes^ 
to-night, although not the regular poststation. On the summit of 
the hill are some remains of a castle, which must, I think, be By¬ 
zantine, liking entirely composed of beautiful specimens of sculp¬ 
ture, columns, architraves, and friezes. Capitals and pedestals 
are stuck into the wall with great irregularity, the fragments of 
Fagan temples. The most striking feature in the Acropolis, or 
rather in what was the Apropolis of Sardes, is the destruction of«« 
the sandy soil by the continual abrasion of torrents and of water,jvorn 
into fantastic shapes of pinnacles and minarets, turrets and bat¬ 
tlements. The ancient summit is gone : nothing now remains 
but a narrow ridge and detached pinnacles, with almost perpen¬ 
dicular sides, which are only preserved by fragments of broken 
walls, which also are in part undermined. 

April 13.—We left gardes early, travelling along the foot of 
Mount Tmolus, the Kiziljah Musa Tagh* of the Turks, on our 
left, the base of which is girt with low sand hills; the detritus of the 
mountains, now in their turn crumbling away, and carried down 
by the Hermus into %he gulf of Smyrna. On our right the Her- 
mus and its plain, and beyond, the Lydian Necropolis of Sardes. 
We counted about sixty tumuli, three of them of large size, and 
before we reached Kasabah,| saw several more on the south side 
of the river, close to our road. Wc passed also several caravans 
of Yuruks wandering frojn station to station. In the winter 
they unite in the great plains beyond Kutahyah : in the summer 
they spread themselves all over Asia Minor. Reached Smyrna 
in the evening. 

Having been induced to visit Constantinople a second time, 
and from thence to go by sea to Treliizond, on the 20th of May, 
at two p. m. I entered the Euxine on board the Essex Steamer, 
and soon passed a fine mass of Jba^altic columns near Cape Kava • 
Burun. The scenery of the shore, wherever we were near enough* 
to judge, was very fine,* the bold steep hills coveyd with large 
—— — — ' 1 .—" .—- ■ -- ■■■- ' ■ 

* Reddish Moses-Mount.—F. S. ,«< . * • 

t Kasabah is a corruption of the Arabic, word Kasbah, “ marketUdwn: ” the 
pioper name of the place is Dufghut-HKasabah, the town of the Durghfit horde, one 
of the original Turkom&n tribes who established themselves in Asia Minor in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries.—F, S. • 
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forests, andmuch broken up into precipitous ravines and rocky 
valleys., j' 

May>2l,*~?I .was much-struck with the fine hold appearance of 
Mount Sa^hrah, terminating to t‘he north-east with a steep and lofty 
cliff appearing* far above the high chain of hills on the coast. 

May 22.—v)n coming* on deck, I immediately recognised the 
remarkable position of Sinope, with its bold headland, and the 
fortified town occupying the low and narrow isthmus which con¬ 
nects the headland with the main, about ten miles ahead: we 
were then passing along under the low black volcaific-Iooking 
cliffs of Mount Lepte. About forty miles east south-east of Sinope 
we passed closa to a long narrow neck of low land, thickly and 
beautifully wooded, stretching out far into the sea; at the ex¬ 
tremity of which we could distinguish the mouth of the IlaJys. 
A lftrge volume of yellow muddy water must be here dis¬ 
charged, for the sea is much discoloured to a distance of several 
miles. The next near land, which we made was on the following 
morning, when we passed round Cape Jerdz. Unluckily the 
weather changed to rain, and prevented our fully enjoying the 
beauties of the coast from this point to Trebizond. Nevertheless, 
as we approached, we were much struck,, with the situation of the 
place. It is built on a ritnge of undulating ground, at the foot of high 
steep hills, which rise immediately behind the town. Many of 
the houses are surrounded witn trees and gardens, which, added to 
its situation, give it a most agreeable appearance. The Vice-Con¬ 
sul has been most hospitable to us, having taken into bis house as 
snany of us as it would hold. To-day I have been rambling about 
over the town, and its interesting and picturesque ruins and walls, 
which are clearly Byzantine* but which the Turks, perhaps 
through jealousy of the Greeks, call Genoese. They are very 
extensive, but 1 do not think any thing can be traced which can 
be attributed to an older period.. The situation of the walled 
part of the town is very picturesque, with its ivy^plad, battle- 
mented walls, overhanging deep-wooded ravines on each side, 
over which high and narrow bridges lead to the narrow and com¬ 
plicated gates of the town. I also mounted to the summit of a 
high hill behind the town, which, from its position and apparent 
lines of old fortifications, appears to have been the Acropolis of the 
ancient city. From TrebizoncjL w# travelled by the usual road to 
« Erz-rum. 

* <r 

Beingrjfowilling to quit Armenia without Visiting Kars and the 
ruins of Atfoi* I left Erz-rum on the 7th of June ; slept that night 
at Hasaa» ^al ? eh, a small town on the Aras, or south-east branch 
of the Araxes, and six hours from Erz-rum. 

* Vi Jo Journal B. 6. vol vi« p. 189, 



June 8.—We proceeded to Khor&san, ftdistanceof eighthpurs, 
or twenty-four miles : our direction being chiefly * ast north^rt; 
'^or three hours our route followed th& wefl-knpgwft .|ugh-rd^d to 
Persia, through Kopri Kdi ;* a "short distance beyohd which vil¬ 
lage, we struck off to the north-east, deavingthe Persia road at a 
handsome bridge of seven large archei across tlie Aras. Our 
road continued through a flat uninteresting country, along the le$ 
bank of the Aras, as far as Khorasan, where we halted for the 
night. As yet we had not seen a single shrub or tree since we 
left Erz-rum. 

June 9.—We marched from Khorasan to Bardis, ten hours, or 
thirty miles. After a few miles we left the valley or plain of the 
Aras, and ascended the winding valley of a tributary stream, 
which flows from the nor,th, and reached the summit of a bleak, 
and lofty chain of mountains. On some of the hill-sides <Jo-da.y 
we saw a few clumps of firs, but they are extremely scarce. On 
our right, however, was, although out of sight, the great forest 
of Suglianlu Tagli, from which both Kars and Erz-rum are sup¬ 
plied with fuel and timber. From the summit of this mountain 
chain we descended into the valley of Bardis, the river of which 
flaws through wild and^roeky glens and picturesque scenery to the 
north, and afterwards turning to the east falls into the Arpah Chaiy, 
or northern brancli of the A raxes, which forms the boundary 
between the Russian frontier of Oeorgia, and Turkish Pashalik 
of Kars. The village of Bardis is now an inconsiderable place, 
although formerly defended by a castle built by one of the sultans, 
which commanded the only road from the Russian frontier to Er2- 
rum, and by which the Russian army marched during the late 
campaign. 

June 10.—Bardis to ]£ars, twelve hours, or thirty-six miles. 
The first two hours- the road leads through a fine wooded moun¬ 
tainous region, being the nortluern extremity of the tract of country 
called the.* Suglianlu Tagh£ Our course nearly due east. 
After crossing the mountain chain, consisting principally of 
basaltic and igneous rocks, ird descended into a plain running 
east and west, and watered by a small river, which, after receiving 
numerous small mountain rills, passes through the town of Kars, 
and thence falls into the Arpah Chai, to the north of Anni. Our 
„ load led us alftng the northern si^e of the plain, skirting the Ims* 

• of the hills on our left, jand occasionally passing over the spurs «f 
the hills, which rup far out into the plain. The sqjl is,rich, and is 
cultivated wherever a sufficient supply of water will pirmlt of irri¬ 
gation. This process seems indispensable to the ra^pfigof o crop 
throughout the whole of this elevated plateau of Anfteifia, which 


* Billge Village,—F. S. 


t BarTey-watex.—F. S, 



44 


Journey in Asia Mfotor. 


is said to 6000 fleet above the sea. The town of Kars 

is sifuafced in a low amphitheatre of hills, at the base of this low 
chajfi,and afthe spot where the river, by some extraordinary effort 
of nature, h&s forced through a* narrow rocky gorge to the north, 
instead of continuing its course through the lower undulating plain 
to the eastward. Kars it by no means the strong military posi¬ 
tion which some have alleged it to be. It is true, the castle, 
situated upon a scarped rocky point, with the river flowing 
round its base, and presenting an almost perpendicular front on 
three sides, would be a strong place against Kurdish lance's, or the 
bows and arrows of former times ; but against the artillery of 
. modern days, both the castle and the town, being completely com¬ 
manded by the range of hills to the north and north-west, and 
^having no defences at all on the side of the plain towards the 
soutlv would be absolutely untenable. 

At Kars we were well received by the Kaim-makam or De¬ 
puty-Governor during the absence of the Pasha, who furnished us 
with necessary guides and letters for the authorities, through whose 
villages and .territories we should pass on our way to Anni; 
he advised us, however, not to sleep there, but at a village a few 
miles before reaching that place. We accordingly halted, the first 
night after leaving Kars, at a miserable village called Ilaji-Vcli- 
Koi* five hours clue oast from Iyars. The country over which 
we passed was generally slightly undulating. The rock, wher¬ 
ever it appears, either above ihc surface or 1 ’in the ravines, is a 
hard cellular lava, at times slightly columnar. A few conical 
Bills scattered over the plain inky be the remains of craters, from 
which these streams of lav a have flowed. 

June 14.—We started at an early hour: the country resem¬ 
bled that between Ilaji-Veli-Koi and t Kars. In about an hour’s 
time, after travelling to the east in order to get round some 
hills to the south-east, our course changed a little to the east-south¬ 
east, and we suddenly found ourselves in sight of Agyi'-lagb,f or 
Mount Ararat. 11 is impossible to describe the effect produced 
by this stupendous mountain Using in majestic and solitary 
grandeur far above the surrounding hills and mountains. The 
morning was beautifully dear, the sun just risen, and not a cloud 
or particle of vapour obscured its striking outline. It is impossible 
<to4ook upon tliis mountain passf.soHmpressive of iflajesty and an-, 
Equity, so interestingly connected with the early history of the ‘ 
human race, without mingled feelings of awe and wonder. About 
six o’clock we came in sight 


of the ruins of Anni.| 


* Pilgrim Veit’s Village. f Egri tfigh, crooked mountain ?—F. S. 

} Mr. Hamilton’s description of the ruins of Anni will be found in the 1st vol. of 
the Transactions of the Institute of British Architects, 1836. 
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June 17 .—-On my return to KarsdL<• 

panion Colonel Mackintosh, who had accompanied met© Asm 
and Gumri, and who continued^ his jorirnev intO'PersiaV whllst 
I determined to find my way, if possible, toTrebizbnd by another 
route, across the wild mountains, of L&sistiin. From -Kars I re¬ 
traced the first day’s journey by the roadfrom Erz-rum as far as 
Bardis. The greater part of the rocks over which I travelled iq 
this day’s journey are volcanic. Igneous* rocks abound in the 
whole of this elevated country, and high mountain ridges. We 
might hate fancied that the accounts of mountains and palaces of 
glass belonged only to such fables as the Arabian Nights. To-day, 
how ever, I passed round the foot of a mountain of glass, and where . 
the roads were paved with the same material. It was, in fact, 
obsidian, or volcanic; glass, most perfect and uniform in its grain. •• 

June IS.—1 left Biirdis and entered a new and unknown 
country. The whole day my road was through rich wild rocky 
valleys, sometimes winding along the edge of the torrents, and 
sometimes climbing round crags rising precipitously a hundred 
feet above the stream, where a path more like the track 
of a mountain goat than a liorsc-road has with difficulty been 
scooped or scraped. Jjoinetimes a rocky staircase leads to the 
point of a projecting rock, where a sudden turn in the path shows 
n winding goat-path almost perpendic ularly belftw you. With the 
steep rocks on one hand rising close, ancl the deep precipice on 
the other without a parapet or defence, there is no room to dis¬ 
mount from your horse, to whose legs you are unwillingly com¬ 
pelled to trust yourself, instead* of your own. That night T 
reached It, a small village in the middle of a well-cultivated plain; 
a distance of eleven hours, or thirty-three miles, but I should think 
not much more than half ii^direct distance, owing to the winding 
nature of the road, up arid down different valleys in order to cross 
the mountain ridges by the easiest natural passes. I was five days 
reaching Te^sis, situated cm llu$ banks of the Choruk-Su, which 
flows past Baibut* and falls into the sea near Ratum, close to the 
Russian frontier. * 

June 1<).—1 went from It to Lisgaf, all small villages, and 
crossing another high mountain-chain wc proceeded through one of 
the wildest and roc kiest gorges I ever witnessed, to the beautiful 
vale of Tor turn* The wildness okthis mountain pass is not to 
described; high perpendicular clius of 1000 fjjet # rise from the* 
bed of the rapid torrent! In many places there jp no road on 
either side, and the bed of the river is the only path. The f&lley 
of Tortum is a perfect Oasis. Fancy a beautiful natTriW valley, 
with high rocks on each side, the bottom richly planted vdth every 


* Or B&ibfirt. 
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variety of fitdf trees, and a clear rapid stream dancing over the 
whfce marble rocks* at your feet, suddenly opening to the sight 
after wandering for days over barren mountains, with scarce a 
gloomy fir-tree to beswjfm. The effect was quite magical, parti¬ 
cularly whilstjWanderihg along the road, under its grateful shade, 
after the scorching sunbeams of the morning. What a contrast 
was our halting-place for the night! I had intended remaining at 
Tortum; but the A gab, on whom I called after the most approved 
system of Turkish hospitality! Strongly recommended my going on 
two hours farther to a tillage, where I should find plenty of horses 
and good accommodation. I trusted him, and he actually had the 
. barbarity to seifd me to a miserable Yaild,* or collection of huts 
used in the summer, on tlie mountain, in a dreary waste, where 
-d passed the night amidst snow, clouds, and rain. 

Jume 120.—1 reached Tessis, crossing another high mountain- 
chain—here is a curious old castle commanding the pass through 
which the Choruk-Su flows. Hence 1 returned by Baibut to 
T rebizond. 

July 7.—I again left Trebizond on my journey along the coast 
to Sinope,j* in which I have been disappointed in antiquities, but 
in geography I have been able to dear up many points, in which 
Cramer is mistaken, or the discrepancies of ancient authorities 
have made it impossible to draw any conclusion without personal 
inspection. v 

For the following remarks I must refer you to Cramer’s map 
and work on Asia Minor:— " 

1. Cerasus. There is no doubt that tlie place, to which Xeno¬ 
phon marched in three days from Trebizond was between the 
Hieron Oros and Cape Coral la; but ids not, as Cramer supposes, 
at Iskefiyeh. There are no remains of any town, but there is a 
river which still preserves the ancient name in that of Kerabsun, 
which is about four miles to the west of tlie river Iskefiyeh. 

2. Tripolis, now Tfrchbdli. This town is not at the mouth of 
the great river, which descends from Gumish KhaneliJ and Zo- 
gana, but about three miles to tlie westward. At tlie mouth of 
the river, however, are some silver and copper mines, which were 
rich, and extensively worked, until the water got in about thirty 

^dars ago. These mines are ppobfebly the Argyrift of the ancients, 
•and the distaqpe agrees well with the twenty\stadia, the mines 
being also onrthe west or left bank of the river. 

- L. --— *-’ " 

in Turkish, signifies the suma&er, and Kishefi or Kishl&k the 
winter-quarters ot‘ the wandering Turkomaa ^rdes.—F. S. 

f "Sinop6 may be said to retain its ancienfrname, as it is written Sindb, but pro¬ 
nounced Sfnftp by the Turif^.—F. S. ^ 

{ Silver-House. 
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From Tfrehbolf to Kerahsun or Pharnueiaj|sreBj? toywateTr*»thc 
road by land being? almost impassable eftia very mountatjffiotte^'l 
landed for a few minutes on the inland of ^Afctias^ but foun^io 
traces of the temple of the Amazonian Queens. ",:4i 

3. Kerahsun. Here are very , considerable remi|as of th«; old 
Hellenic walls, on which Genoese or Turkish walls have been 
built, following the same line across the promontory. From. 
Pharnocia to Ordu, where Cramer placed Cotyora, I’ crossed 
amongst others the rivers Pliarmathhtis and Melanthius, both of 
which are recognizable by their size. Wishing to see Cape Ja- 
sonium, I went from Urdu to Fatsah by water, the road not 
keeping along the coast, as had hitherto been tlfe case. I was 
fortunate enough to make out the island of the Cilicians, as it is 
called by Arrian, and the existence of which Cramer (p. 273) *i 
rather seems to question. I landed on Cape Jasonium in *ime 
to get a meridian observation. I was told to expect extensive 
ruins there, but found only the remains of a Greek church. 
The same disappointment at Polemonium, where, near the mouth 
of the Sidenus, now called Puliman-chai, I found only the 
remains of an old Greek church. 

At Uniyeh I halted a day to visit a curious castle on the summit 
of a perpendicular rqck, which I was in hopes might turn out to 
be one of Mithradates’ strongholds^ arid also to*find out, if pos¬ 
sible, the iron ore and mines, for which the Chalybes, who formerly 
inhabited this coast, vJfere famous (Cramer, vol. i., p. 274). With 
regard to the castle, I can say nothing; for, with all my endea¬ 
vours, and two sets of guides at different times, I could not get to 
the summit of the rock. On the south side, in the face of a 
smooth perpendicular rock, about fifty feet from the bottom, is a 
very remarkable cave or entrance cut in tlie solid rock, so as to 
represent the facade of a Greek temple, with its pediment and 
architrave, &c. ^ : '%\- 

With the Chalybes I was nmre successful, as I found their 
local successors, the Turks, occupied in the same way as their 
labours of old are described by Apollonius Rhodius, extracting 
the ore from the metabin the most primitive manner. There are 
no mines, and the ore is found in small irregular nodules, embed¬ 
ded in a yellow clay, which forms the surface! of all the neigh- 
hpuring hills, ft. occurs alwaydf n%ar the surface, not extending"* 
above a foot or twbi belo^r. There are no larg^ establishments. * 
The metal is extracted in a common blacksmith’s 4’orge, > o^tlie 
rudest construction and worked by a single family, whqse hut is 
close by; and when they^have exhausted the ore in th«at ,ittrtne- 
diate neighbourhood, they moyffe|their hut and forge to some more 
productive spot. The ore does not yield above ten per cent, 
of metal. ,T • 
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to Clrir-shambah,* crossing tbte Thermo- 
dop aadiihe splendid ptiainsof that name, with its woods and herds 
of£®ttlfej and forest of, fruifc trees of every description, equalling in 
richness Stti^ttrtiiityy;S^d' (for a flat country) beauty, any thing I 
ever^saw. fepir-shambah is situatedton the Iris, abbot tb$ee hours 
from the mouth. Here I halted a day to see ’Osman Pasha, of 
.Trebizond, the great landed proprietor of all the district of Jamb, 
and supposed to be therichest individual in the Turkish dominions. 

Of SUimsun, my next stagey I have but little to say. Vestiges 
of the port of the ancient Amisus, and of the walls, can just be 
traced, and a few coins may be picked up by those who will pay 
ten times their® value. From Samsun here the road has never 
been travelled by any one, I believe; and indeed there is jittle 
to repay t$#' trouble, except a rich country and fine scenery#?/ But 
the ooad between Trebizond and Tirehbdli is almost one continued 


garden of Azaleas, rhododendrons, myrtles, deep-wooded valleys 
and high-wooded hills, intersected by numerous streams, and the 
heat tempered by the frequent rains from the north-west, which 
are also in part the cause of this splendid vegetation. 

At Sinope nothing now is to be seen of its famous temples, 
gymnasia, porticos, Sic .: they are- all levalled, and the town is full 
of fragments in every corner. But the great mine of ancient 
fragments are the walls, which .surround the modern town and 
citadel. This last is built on'the narrow isthmus, and is probably 
a Byzantine work. The buildings consist, altogether of frag¬ 
ments of ancient architecture, columns, friezes, architraves, 
mouldings, capitals of columns, cornices, &c., all worked in toge¬ 
ther, to form the fortifications, by the hands of some rude barba¬ 
rians, for such in reality were some of the Byzantine emperors. 
Here I found an inscription in good preservation, which has never, ‘ 
I believe, been copied. 

Amasia, August,#©. My 1 original intention was to hare come 
almost direct hither but when I had visited the Therm® Phan* 
aroetarum at Car.ora, and had unexpectedly Mien in •with the 
Stiphane Palus, though quite in a different district from that in 
which Cramer places it (for I must stilt refer yon to his map)* yet 
agreeing in', every respect with the account which Strabo gives;, 
arjd exactly at the western boundary of ithe rich and extensive 
“plain of Phanaroea, which eyteisds from east to west, and npt 
from north tq south, I determined, instead ofjellpwing the usual 
route to Amasia, to visit this plain of Phanaroea, the junction of 
the Iris ^nd Lycus, to look for Eupatoria, and to ascend the Lyons 
as far. 4?^ eo "C*sarea, or Niksar, and«#$aence to cross the moun- 
tains tB^C®sarea, Comana Pontiq||S ^ind?Tdkat, .reaching Amasia 

* Or CheMr-shumbah, j. e. Wednesday the fourth of the week, from tlie 
market held there on that uay.-^-F. S, ■•& ' 



by way di Zfleb, all of which I have „ 

I was the more tempted to adopt this «plkn, although f&feflMj. 
me away from Asia Minor Proper rather longer .than I m 
intended, from Amasia being the fiirtK-pla^e of mjr-l^npamcm 
Strabo, who has described tbe^rhole of tins countrf with more 
than usual detail; and the greater part of it lying out of the 
direct road, has never yet been visited by any traveller for the 
purpose of exploration; and I think- I may now promise you 
a better map of the course of the* Iris and Lycos than has 
yet been attempted. I was unfortunate 'in my attempts to dis¬ 
cover the ruins of Eupatoria, of which I Suspect not a vestige 
remains; hut the situation is so exactly describe!! by Strabo, 
wlienyou read him on the spot, that it is impossible to overlook it, or 
mistake$f£here to search for it. The Phanaroea is indeed ^beautiful 
plain, perfectly flat, and bounded on all sides by steep, rocky, and 
wooded hills : it extends, as I saw, from east to west, being about 
twelve or fourteen miles long and about five wide, in the broadest 
part. About the middle of the plain (not the centre) on the 
northern side, at the foot of a range of steep rugged volcanic 
hills, the Iris flowing from the west by south, and the Lycus from 
the east or east by south,# unite their watery, and together flow 
through a deep and narrow gorge, which extends for several miles, 
until the river .emerges in the great plain, which is also watered by 
the Thermodon. There can be Ho Soubt that this plain (that of 
Phanaroea) was once art extensive lake, before the waters found ti 
.passage through this narrow gorge. The plain in which Niksar 
is situated, also watered by the Lycife, is of the same character, 
but separated from the Phanaroea by a ridge of lofty hills, through 
which the river has in like maimer forced a passage; Niksar, 
however, is strangely misplaced in Cramer’s map. Instead of 
being about seventy’miles in a direct line from the junction of 
these rivers, it is not above twenty-five mile^Soutli-east of that 
spot. It will consequently fall a little to the east of where he 
places Cabira; and I am. convinced, from the situation, distance, 
and character of the comSSy, and # jk>sition of Niksar at the foot of 
the chain of Paryadres, that Cabira and Neo-Caesarea are one and 
the same place. Comana Pontica again, if indeed the petty ruins 
at Kuanenek are to be identified with that town, is also much out 
ofits true positioft. The latitude Kumenek is about 40° 18'" 
instead of 40° its- longithde I must rathgr jtrust to my 

l°g, which I have hot yet worked out. All these coraections^will, 

I hope, make it more easy trace out the old Roman rhafls. 
The Daximonitis ' A . ’ *’ 1 '* s N -* 


*he Daximonitis is ann $jtej c, very fine plain, through w 

Iris flows to the westwarirof and which it is also iftipos- 

sible to mistake. With Zileli, rae ancient Zela, I was also much 


interested; the small flat conical bill which*k in the centre of 
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t&tyn, insulated in the midst of an extensive-flat 

rich country, is precisely the hill or moiijad of Semiramis. Unfor¬ 
tunately. an ugly fortress of the middle ages, with Turkish resto¬ 
rations, has usurped the plade of its beautiful temple: scarcely 
any remains t of antiquity arc to beseen there ; but 1 found three 
fine and well-executed Ionic capitals, worked into the wall of the 
. fortress, besides a few architectural fragments and. a bad Greek 
inscription (funereal,* of course). 

I reached Amasia yesterday evening, and have seldom seen a 
more interesting or; spiking place. I have not yet Had time to 
visit many of its antiquities, not having ascended the castle. The 
situation of tlife town, the birth-place of Strabo, is exactly as he 
describes it, although the greater part of the modern town is what 
he calls t&e npoaerreiov. The most remarkable and strikijsraobjccts 
winch I have yet observed are the tombs of the kings, excavated in 
the steep perpendicular face of the rock, on which the castle is 
built, and immediately under it, on the side towards the river. 
How, seeing the character of the tombs themselves, their situation 
with regard to the castle, the portion of the remains of the old 
Hellenic walls, and with Strabo in one’s hand, any one could - 
doubt their being the /3aoxXcW pviifia Ta*)I am at a loss to imagine. 
The Iris here flows from east to west. The steep craggy hill on 
which the castle*stands, and the old citadel, is on the left or north 
bank of the river, from which it rises almost perpendicularly, 
leaving only a narrow space, on which a few houses are built. It 
ia on the face of this rock that the tombs are excavated, and the 
old Greek wall extends along the face of the hill below the tombs, 
which are thus between the castle and the wall, and consequently 
within the II eplfiokoQ. Nothing can be clearer ; and yet Cramer, 
who I suppose has consulted everj^traveller, who mentions the 
tombs, seems to doubt the fact. This must be attributed to 
the imperfect descriptions he consulted. The tombs them¬ 
selves are precisely of the same character, form and style, as one 
which is described in Morier’s Travels, but they have no in¬ 
scriptions. They are rendered infinitely more striking, how¬ 
ever, from their imposing situation, all five being visible together, 
on the face of a bold steep rock, about a hundred feet up, 
instead of being buried under trees, and at the bottom of the rock 
close to the dusty road, likS th^ other. The face of the rock has been 
artificially spiopthed, to give more effect to the tombs, to whiefi a 
narrow path, and steps scooped out of’ the perpendicular face. of 
the cliff, lead ; in front of each is a narrow platform, and there 
arfe gjpaerally a few steps leading up |rom it to the tomb itself, 
which, although of the solid roq|^ is completely detached from it, 
by a narrow passage which goel round eajch tomb. The roof 
is also quite detaqj&d. 
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From Amasia my next principal point was Yhak&i; $§ftt as Itvaary. 
anxious to discover the ancient site of Tayiuni, if possible, J detefr-f^ 
mined to go round by Chorum, and visit that almost IUnknown • 
^place, winch Colonel Leake supposes to represent the ancient 
Tavium. From Amasia I went to Hkji'-K$L, a large pillage of 
300 houses, about thirty miles nearly west from Amasja, and 
where the roads to Yuzk&t and Chdrum branch off. At Chdrum, 
about ten miles farther due west, I found rathbr a large town of 
most bigoted Mussulmans, scarcely a Greek or Armenian in the 
place, and where, owing perhaps to its insulated position, no one 
had ever seen a Frank before ; nor had the reforms of Sultan 
Mahmud yet penetrated thither. I have nowhere seen such 
fanciful and preposterously large turbans, a sure sign of a 
Turk's bigotry; nor ever met with such unconcealed scowls and 
frowns as I did here in walking through the bazaars, and? 
more^articularly in the court of the mosque. Chorum is situ¬ 
ated in the middle of an extensive plain, stretching north and 
south, through which a small stream flows to the south, which 
. afterwards falls into the Tris: consequently, contrary to my expec¬ 
tation, it is still on the eastern side of the chain of hills which 
separated Pontus from Gahftia, and must be reckoned to be still 
in Pontus. On a low rising bill, to the south-east of the town, 
are the remains of an ugly square castje built by Multan M urad, 
by whom, as far as 1 can learn from the Turks, whose know¬ 
ledge of history is not Vbry great, the town was founded. In " 

!V' walls of the castle are many Greek inscriptions and frag-* 
ments of columns. Some of the foAner have been purposely 
destroyed or obliterated. I copied several, but all are sepulchral 
and of Christian times. The Turks said they came from a ruined 
town called Kara-hisar,* about half way on the road to Yuzkat, and 
from some villages near Haji-Koi, where I had also found a 
few others of the same age and style. On my way to Yuzkat 1 
visited Kara-hisfir, in the hopes «t might prove to be Tavium. 
The position is striking; in the midst of a high undulating plain, 
surrounded at some distance by low* broken hills, near a steep 
and lofty mass of black rock. Its almost perpendicular sides lead 
from a narrow base to a summit pointed and inaccessible. Its 
height is about 3()0 or 400 feet from the p|ain. There are, how¬ 
ever* two summits Sr points of nezft:ly%the same height,, and not 
fifty yards asunder, to one of # which I was able, witbwsovte trouble 
and difficulty, to ascend. The ruins at the base clearly indicates 
the existence of an ^ncient town, and consist of five or' f: six Iftrgfe 
buildings and remains of .f^walls; but they all appear tb&jpid 
Turkish. No large blocks of marble were to be seen, no inscrip¬ 
tions ; nothing, in shorl, characteristic of a Greek or Roman site. 

1,11 1 ■ ■ ———————. ■ ■' 
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So fax I vrift disappointed; but whilst looking at these ruins, my 
/T&t&r, who is become an excellent antiquary, heard of some 
‘ curious large “ old stones/’.the name by which all ruins go in 
Turkey/at a neighbouring village. I immediately started off for 
the place, t and found in the outskirts of a Turkoman village a most 
curious and interesting monument of very great antiquity. It 
consisted of the remains of a gateway, either of a town, or of a 
temple, with aboift forty feet of wall on each side. The two 
large blocks of stone which form the gateway ary of gigantic 
proportions, ten or twelve feet high. On the outside of each is 
sculptured a huge, monstrous figure, too grotesque to be human, 
and too human to be called anything else. It has a human head 
of very Egyptian character, the body very shapeless, something 
betweim the form of a bird, and that of the pedestal of u Hermes, 
to which are appended legs with lion’s claws. On each side the 
wall advances about fifteen feet, and then breaks off to the right 
and left; so that the gateway is thrown hack from the line of the 
wall, which is much ruined; many of the stones of enormous size 
and of Cyclopean character are on the ground in front. On the 
lower course of stones, on the outside or south, a rude bas-relief has 
been sculptured, representing a procession, a sacrifice, and beasts 
driven to the altar. The relief is very lqw, and much resembles 
those on Egyptian monun\pnts, and the figures are rather more 
than three feet in height. On the second course of stones only 
"one is now remaining in its place; but a it proves that a wall has 
•existed, even if the many large blocks on the ground in front were 
not sufficient proof. Of tile bas-relief which I was able to dis¬ 
tinguish, the most western stone, to the left looking at the gate, 
represents children playing upon instruments; the next represents 
their parents, and the next rams driven to the sacrifice. Further 
on is a hull, very rudely carved. The sun not shining on them, I 
was unable to make out the other; and having to ride hack ten 
miles in the evening to where I had left my servant and baggage, 

I had only timb to make a hasty sketch. 1 had been told the road ' 
was so bad, and there was no aceomnaodation, that I had been 
persuaded to leave the baggage, &c. at a village on the road from 
Chorum to Yuzkat, and had ridden off with only the Tdtar and a 
guide; otherwise I might have spent a day well in copying more 
carefully this interesting cnofiument. From hence I went to 
Yuzkat, eeariy ten hours south qf Chdffim, where I could 
not discover the slightest vestige of antiquity. The town is 
a i\ew Creation, and was founded by the father of the famous 
Chap&n O'ghlu, about eighty years ' jpgo, having been previously 
only a small Turkoman village.' Here I was obliged to leave my 
servant, to recover from an attack of fever, whilst I made a four 
days’ excursion tb visit Boghazkdi (M. Texier’s discovery) and 
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N efiz-k 6'i, where I had been told I should find considerably^ 
ruins. Both the places are six hours distant from Yuzkat, Nefiz-T# 
kdi being six hours to the west,,* and Bdghajzkpi the same dis¬ 
tance to the north-west. I was in hopes of finding ^Tavium $t 
one or the other, and returned with the full conviction that B<5~ 
ghkzkd'i represents the ancient Tavium. I wij| not now enter 
into the detail of distances founded upon the ancient itineraries, 
and my own observations and maps, which I think satisfactorily 
prove the id&itity of the sites, and on which I have written a short 
memoir.*|* 

The modern village of Boghazkdi is situated neat the mouth 
of a narrow defile, and at the foot of steep limestone mountains, 
which forip the southern and eastern boundaries of a rich and 
extensive plain. Between this village and the gorge on the slope 
of the hill arc the remains of an ancient town. Huge blocks of 
marble in several places mark the line of ancient walls towards 
the plain, and on the summit of a hill behind are the remains of 
a fortified citadel, surrounded with a high sloping bank,, capped 
with a wall of very rude construction, and of loose stones. The 
ruin, however, which throw? everything else into the shade, and 
which I think can be nothing else than the temple of Jupiter 
mentioned by Strabo, is the perfect ground-plan of* a magnificent 
and gigantic temple. When I say the*ground-plan, I mean that 
the lower course of stom»s, all of immense size, and from three to • 
six feet high, of the whole building, remain entirely perfect; so, 
that the whole structure of the building, the cella, pronaos, 
adytum, passages on each side, small apartments, and two sepa¬ 
rate inclosures, surrounding it at a great distance, can be most 
perfectly made out. The length of the whole outride, without 
the inclosures, is ‘219 feet, the width 140. The dimensions of 
the cella are 87 by 65. It is altogether the most striking monu¬ 
ment of antiquity I have yet sefen in Asia Minor. The other 
interesting object here is the basso-relievo sculptured on the rock, 
which appears to have been an aneieftt quarry. 

August 25.—I left Yuzkat, proceeding by rather an indirect 
road to Sumgurlu, twelve hours from Yuzkat, on one of the roads 
to Angora. I had made frequent inquiries after the mines of rock- 
salt which are said to abound in this cqpntfy, but hitherto without 
success. At Sumgurlfi, however, I ascertained tty^t ^t a small 
village six hours off, to the* north, in the middle of % range ©!’ 
mountains, there were mines of rock salt now worke$. - I was 
still more anxious to'see theflfn, as I had hitherto found nothing in 
the geological formation of this country at all resembling the for- 

* * In vol. vi. Journal R. G. S. Mr. Brant states the distuice to he three hoars 
north-west. ; 

t See page 80 of this volume. * 
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^ mation of 1 ' the salifetmis districts hi other countries. Leaving, 
r therefore, my baggage and servants at Sunigurlu, I started off 
with a guide armed as a l£urd, with a long lance, for a ride of 
, eix-and-thirty miles there and back. In about two hours we 
reached the summit of the ridge of hills, which forms the 
northern limit ^f the rich valley of Sumgurlu, and on looking 
over the hills towards the north-west and north, I at once 
found myself in a district of red sandstone: marl and sand¬ 
stone conglomerate, alternating with marl and gravel of a grey 
and blueish colour; the very counterpart of the saliferous dis¬ 
trict of England, as far as I recollect. It was still early in the 
morning, and the eastern sun shone brightly on the red sand¬ 
stone hills, which contrasted strongly with the countary, through 
'which I had been so long travelling, consisting of limestone, and 
trap and igneous rocks. The red sandstone beds (whether old or 
new red I cannot pretend to say, having found no fossils in them, 
although I incline to tliink them new), when I first came upon them, 
had a very slight inclination or dip towards the south-east. As I 
proceeded, however, to the north-west, the inclination gradually 
increased, until, op reaching the hill'where the rock salt was said 
to exist, I found the beds were eoiqpletely vertical. After 
ascending a narrow winding gorge for some distance, between 
perpendicular walls of red sandstone conglomerate, the highest 
points of which were in places worn by* the action of the weather 
t and by time into lofty and fantastic pinnacles, l reached a small 
circular plain or basin, in the very centre of the hills, surrounded 
on all sides by steep barren rocks. In this little basin I found the 
minc*s of rock salt, which occur only eight or ten feet below the 
surface. The stratification of the fait is perfectly horizontal, whilst 
the rocks which surround it are vertical. This I believe is rather 
a curious fact, and seems to prove that the deposition of the salt 
must have been long subsequent to that of the surrounding rocks; 
subsequent ecen to the great convulsions, which have carried 
these beds into their present vertical position; and which after¬ 
wards, when travelling to the westward towards Angora, 1 found 
was owing to the eruption or elevation of a range of trap or por- 
phyritic hills, consisting of porphyry, greenstone, &c., all of them 
igneous or volcanic rocks. p Here must, at some period or Qther, 
have cxis^dja salt lake, in the bottom of which the salt was de¬ 
posited. Before l conclude my geological digression, I will only 
observe^hat though former travellers talk of granite hills, and 
Vast-granitic plateaus in this part q£ Asia Minor, and particu¬ 
larly between Angora and Yuzkat, f have not yet seen a particle 
of granite in the country, but a great extent of igneous and vol¬ 
canic rocks; trajS, trachytic, porphyry and a great deal of por- 
phyritic and trachytic conglbmerate. 
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From Sumgurlu I had, intended visiting Ch&ttgefi, the aftcient 
Gangra, and from thence by % al’ ah-jik*to Angora—but EetfJtftg 
that the plague was raging at Gangra, I gave it up, and proceeded 
direct to Kal’ah-jik, which is situated about two miles to the north 
of the Halys, here flowing through steep and picturesque rocky 
hills; it appears a more considerable river than where I crossed 
it last, near Vezi'r Kdpri.f The bridge a& Kal’ah-jik Was a* 
most primitive and slender construction, consisting of a single 
row of planks, laid across three long beams, the planks loose 
and separate, in many places worn through; the holes, when 
they become large enough for a horse’s leg go through, 
being generally stopped up with a stone, but not always. It is 
about eight feet wide—no parapet, and about thirty feet above 
the river. The town of Kal’ak-jik is built round a steep and high 1 
Acropolis, and is quite a situation to have been chosen by the*an- 
cients. I found a few inscriptions in the Armenian burial-gound; 
hut, none of great importance. Instead of proceeding direct to 
Angora from KaV ah-jik I went round by a small village, three hours 
off the road to the north, where I was told I should- find some 
inscriptions; and where I did find two, both sepulchral, but one 
was interesting, as mentioning a people of Galatia, or a town 
mentioned by Pliny,*but otherwise unknown. At first I thought 
it might have been Sama, but Samais too far off, and I am rather 
inclined to give it to Come, the town probably of the Comenscs, 
mentioned by Pliny as a people of Galatia; the site of whibh 
may have been at the village called # Akjah-tish,J where are many, 
other remains of antiquity: columns—a bas-relief representing 
a soldier bearing a standard—several tombs, and large blocks 
of hewn stone. Behind the village rises a rocky hill, which may 
have formed the Acropolis, %nd l thought I could trace lines of 
walls and ruined buildings. From thence to Angora is a ride of 
twelve hours, the same distance as from KaVah-jik to Angora. On 
our way the Surijf § (postilion) lost his road, and having got 
entangled among the mountains, yhich separatePtlie district of the 
Halys from the source of the Sangarius, we suddenly found our¬ 
selves in the midst of a large encampment of Kurds. Such a 
rencontre, two years ago, would have terminated in our being 
completely plundered; now, however, thanks to Reji'd P&M, 
ttho had subdued the bulk of *thcV Kurdish tribes in their owif 
country, the Kurds in A«ia Minor are tolerably%pii%t, and respect * 
all agents of the Porte. But their proud and independent man¬ 
ners contrast strongly with those of the other subjects, of the 
Porte; and if the day should. ever come, when Asia Minor Is to 
be under a civilized government, these wandering hordes will 


« 


* Veeir’s Bridge. 
$ Whitish stone. 


f LittloiCftstle. 

§ Or S&rtyi, i. e. driver. 



-> *v'. 


Jotirneym Asid Minor. 

be the greatest difficulty to contend with. About eighteen miles 
from hence I passed through the extensive plain of Chibuk* and 
over the scene of the great battle between Bajazetf and Tamer¬ 
lane^ but no one here knows anything of the more minute distri¬ 
butions of the localities of that great event. 

At length, nearly two months after leaving Trebizond, I reached 
« Angora on the 2nd of September. This city is situated on one of 
two steep rocky hill#, which rise up in the middle of a plain, and 
between which a small stream flows to the westward, being one of 
the sources or feeders of the Sangarius. These hills are of a 
dark brown porphyritic rock, and are connected by a low ridge of 
hills towards the east with another range of hills of similar forma¬ 
tion. The citadel, which is on the summit of the southern rock, is 
defended by a double wall on the west and south sides, composed 
almost entirely of fragments of marble, inscriptions, bas-reliefs, 
statues, pedestals, columns, architraves, and such like fragments 
of former splendour and magnificence, which form a striking con¬ 
trast with the mud houses of the present inhabitants. 

.September 1.1.—Left Angora for Sevrf-hisar, and reached that 
night the village of Baluhuyumf, a small place at the foot of the 
high trachytic plateau, which rises up fflom underneath the chalky 
limestone, the chief formation in this part of Asia Minor. The 
next morning I visited a curious old fort on the summit of a high 
hill, a few miles south from the village. It consists of a nearly 
circular wall of very large and small blocks of stones, rudely put 
together, and about ten feet high. Inside, the whole space is 
divided into a number of small chambers, a perfect labyrinth. I 
am inclined to think it an old fortress of the Gallo-Graeci. Re¬ 
turning to the village, I started by Bergjaez, another small vil¬ 
lage, the country chiefly barren and (Uncultivated, not a tree to be 
seen, and the streams all dry. The next day over the same 
character of country, low barren undulating hills intersected by 
dry valleys: in some of them here and there a little corn is 
grown. * 

September 15.—About fifteen hours or fifty miles from An¬ 
gora, I reached the banks of the Sangarius, a deep and large 
river, flowing through a wide and flat plain, its course being 
from south-south-west to north-north-east. I could not here 
-learn anything satisfactoryabput*its source, but from what I after¬ 
wards heard,* it- seems to be very ill laid down in our maps. 
Halted thisulay at the village of Mulk, near which I* sa'w some 
curious caverns, probably sepulchral, divided into many irregular 
chambers. 

September 16.—This morning I found at Mulk a long Latin 
inscription relating to the repairs of the roads of Galatia and Cap- 
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padocia, Potttus, Pisidia, &c. by the Roman Govei|ior. Before 
reaching Sevri-hisar* I made an excursion of about five milaislfff 
the road, to visit some ruins at a place called Asl&n-kdi\y where 
I found the remains of a ruined town—probably not ancient. It 
lies to the eastward of the chain of hills placed east qf Sevri-bts&r 
and a few miles south of Pococke’s route, in Colonel Ledfce's 
map. This chain of hills consists of mica-sclpst and crystalline • 
limestone, but appears not to be continued to the south of Yer- 
mah:J at # its southern end between Yermah and B&U-hisar § it 
rises to a considerable height and forms Mount Dindymene: on 
its western slope are the marble quarries. It may be called a 
mountain peninsula, stretching south-east from tne high moun¬ 
tains to the north into the great flat central plain of Asia Minor, 
which, geologically speaking, rests against it. 

From Sevri-hisar I visited the ruins of B&la-hisar, whiclPaxe 
very extensive, and which, from an inscription removed from 
thence to Sevri-hisar, and on various other grounds, I have no 
doubt mark the site of Pessinus. 

September 19.—Left Sevri-hisar for Afiyum-Kar^-hisarjJ—my 
first day’s journey to Alckhim—where the ruins of the ancient 
town of Orcistus are to b? seen on a rising ground, a few miles to 
the south of the Sangnrius, or a main branch of it; for two prin¬ 
cipal branches unite about four miles to the ’north-east of the 
village, the one coming from the south-east, the other from the 
west. From Alckiarfl I proceeded fifteen miles south by eaftt, 
over a flat undulating barren country, to a Turkoman encamp- 
ment, called Hamzah Haji ;^[ thffince ten miles south by west, 
where I found the remains of a very large town in a dreadful state 
of dilapidation. Part of the wall of the Acropolis exists on a flat 
table-land to the north of «the ruins, which are known by the 
name of Khergdn-kal’ah, which Colonel Leake doubtfully marks 
Arabusa? but they should be to the east, not to the west of Alckiam. 

I know not whether they have been before visited. When we re¬ 
collect that Pessinus is at B51d-hisar, it is clea* that these ruins 
must be those of Abrostola—the ’distance will perfectly coincide. 
Here I found no inscriptions nor any remains of particular in¬ 
terest. * 

September 21.—Hamzah Htfji to Beyat**—six hours and a half; 
tjie first half of the road nearly*dug west along the end of theF 
plain, and in a valley along the bed of a small stream* now dry, I " 
passed several villages. In all the burial-grounds^and at every 
fountain, axe fragments of architecture and inscriptions. At 
three hours .and a half reached the village of Gumuk-kdifj*—a 
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short distan$e to the south-west the Phrygian mountains .begin: 
they hlay he called a continuation of Emir Tagh, and they 
e&tend north-west to MurdtLTagh, south of Kut&hyah: about 
one mile south-west of the village I found, a little to the right 
of Hie road, «the ruins of a town upon the low slope of the hills: 
it is near the entrance of a broad valley, which leads up to Beydt, 
1 from eight to ten-miles distant. Its situation corresponds with 
that of Arabusa : at'Bey&t I found nothing remarkable. Leaving 
Bey at, 1 crossed a range of steep and rugged mountains well 
wooded, and descending on the west side in a south-westerly 
direction, observed some very remarkable sepulchral chambers 
excavated in the white rock. I reached Eski- kara-hisar* that 
day, situated at the head of a small plain, and about two miles 
north north-west from the celebrated quarry of Docimitic marble, 
whVch I thoroughly examined. 

September 23.—Four hours to Afiyum-kar&-hisar—a good road, 
crossing a rich and extensive plain, where much opium is grown. 
The appearance of this large and straggling town is very striking. 
It lies at the foot of a high craggy range of hills, extending nearly 
from east to west, while in the middle of the town a dark and 
lofty mass of black volcanic rock (trachytic) rises perpendicularly 
to the height of about 300 or 400 feet; its* summit covered with 
the ruins of a Byzantine, or more probably Turkish fort. In 
front of the town three or four similar conical trachytic hills rise 
up as a kind of natural fortification. No inscriptions to throw 
, any light on the ancient name of this place. 

September 25.—Set out for Antioch in Pisidia—in a south-east¬ 
erly direction along the plain, having on our right a high range of 
mountains—on our left an extensive plain stretching far away to 
the eastward. . « 

In the modern town of YaloMch, near the ruins of Antioch, 
I found many inscriptions, but almost all Latin; one of them 
has the name of Antioch. The aqueduct extends a great distance 
from the high chiiin of hills which 1 had crossed the day before, 
and which separates YaloMch from Ak-shehr, j- distant six hours. 
From YaloMch my course was west-south-west, until I reached 
the beautiful lake of Egerdir. The scenery about it, particularly 
at its southern end, is quite Italian. Surrounded on all sides 
""'by lofty mountains, wooded /in places to the water’s edge, the 
lake is sometimes confined by their steep rocky sides, which 
rise almost ^perpendicularly from the water. In others, rich 
and luxuriant vineyards and orchards cover the sloping plains 
which extend between the mountains and the lake. The town 
* of Egerdir is picturesquely situated on the south-west side, at 
the foot of the high cliffs; and its castle is built on a narrow neck 

♦ Old Black Castle. * f White Town. 



of land running out to the north-east; it is the #rork of fhgSul - 
tan Aladdin, one of the Sult&ns of Iconium. Beyond the^point' 
are two pretty islands covered*.with trees, with neat red *oofs 
peeping out: they are chiefly inhabited by Greeks. In the town 
all are Turks. Before reaching Egcrdir we had to pass *round 
the southern end of the lake, in which direction a Harrow richly 
cultivated plain, about two miles wide, extends as far as the horizon, 
bounded on each side by high wooded mountains. No hills ap¬ 
pear t<t the south. A large, deep, and clear blue stream flows 
out of the lake at. this end, and I was told that four hours off, the 
river falls into another very large lake, thirty-five or forty miles in 
circumference, which has no visible outlet; and that from thence 
the water flowed under ground till it nearly reaches At41iyah.* 
From Egerdir I went to Sparta or Isbartah, and thence I visitefl* 
Sagalassus, near the modern village of Aglasun. I waS* much 
struck with the singular appearance of these ruins, and particu¬ 
larly with the theatre, which is the most beautilnl and perfect I 
have seen. Tt is not quite so large, but I think it superior to that 
of Hierapolis. The distance from Sparta to Sagalassus is not great, 
perhaps seven or eigty miles: but a lofty ridge of steep rugged 
mountains runs east and west between them, and makes the road, 
up one narrow vaMcy and down another, extremely difficult. 

From I sMrtali to Baldur. I travelled some way along the plain 
in which the lake .of Baldur is situaled, but at a considerable 
distance from the lake. 1 was surprised to find that it produced 
no salt. The water is brackish ^and a little sulphureous. • m . 

From Kechiburlu. T crossed a low range of hills to the west, on 
my way to Dineir. This is undoubtedly Apamea Cibotus, not¬ 
withstanding what is said to the contrary. The fact is, that nobody 
has yet discovered the refll lake A ulocrene, which l was fortunate 
enough to light upon, not a mile distant from Dineir, amongst 
the hills to the west. Before reaching Dineir I came to a beauti¬ 
fully clear and rushing stream, flowing down from the hills on my 
right, which 1 immediately concluded must 11b the Maeander ; and 
following up the narrow, rOcky, and wooded ravine through which 
it flows from the north-cast, the ravine at about a quarter of a 
mile expanded into a small winding plain, at the upper end ot 
which I came upon a small lake covered with high rushes and full of 
fish and water-fowl. Not a streain flows into the lake, which ffiay 
be a mile or a mile and a half in circumference. • But a very con¬ 
siderable stream flows out of it; which, after rt&hing along the 
narrow ravine above Mentioned, on entering the pfeun , changes its 
course tohorth-west, and flowing near the foot of Mount CeJgenap, . 
Which is between the lake and the plain, flows through the park 

* Pronounced Adalia, whence the modern tfreek name ’awiXims (Ad&lia),—F. S. 
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of Cyrus to Dfeieir, at which place it is joined by another rapid 
streaaft lowing from the norths which, before entering the town of 
Dineir, had, like the former, flowed down a steep and rocky ravine, 
rushing along with considerable noise. This could be no other than 
the Marsyas. k followed up this ravine from Dineir about a mile, 
and then found it rose suddenly from amongst huge masses of rock, 
aft the foot of a high, steep, rocky hill, the Acropolis of Celaenae. 
There is nothing volcanic in the rocks here. They are all limestone, 
chiefly of the scaglia or alpine limestone formation, in ene bed 
of which I found, what I have rarely seen in Asia Minor, a great 
number of fossils, chiefly nummulites and terebratulae. The 
extensive plain to the south-west and south of Dineir, between 
four and five miles across, is the park of Cyrus, which perhaps 
•'extended some way to the east up a fine rich valley. 

October 8.—I left Dineir for Klion&s, passing by the salt lake 
of C Mr dak, probably the ancient Anava. Arundel calls it Hadji 
Cbieul,* a name not known in the neighbourhood. It is strongly 
impregnated with salt, which is collected in great quantities. I 
visited some ruins about three miles from Ktu5n£s, which proved 
to be indubitably those of Colossa; ;T for I found the remains of a 
theatre, very imperfect it is true, but enough to prove it could not 
belong to the Byzantine town of Khonas. Remains of sepulchres, 
and tombs cut in the flat surface of the rock, in great number. 
In the midst of these ruins, three streams join in a deep narrow 
gorge. The main stream flowing down the plain from the east 
i^ the Lycus; that from the south, flowing from the gardens of 
Khdnds, and from Cadmus, or a portion of that range, rises up in 
a great body at once from the foot of the hills, a few miles to the 
west of Khonas, and is, I believe, what Arundel took for the Lycus; 
but I am convinced it is the original 'spring and source of the 
riveT, and not a re-emergement; the character of the country for¬ 
bids it: the other stream, which comes from the north-east, is a 
very remarkable one, and possesses such extraordinary petrifying 
qualities, that the whole plain, on, that side of the river, is com¬ 
pletely formed by its deposit, which extends some way to the west. 
The stream now flows over a cliff of its own formation, rather 
higher up than where it appears to have flowed in former times; 
and the gradual dripping of the water over this cl iff is regularly 
advancing the cliff to the edge o£ th& torrent, which in marry places 
it quite overhangs ;«*and if allowed to flow in the same direction, 
will in time a natural fridge over the Lycus. Immediately 
below the ruins, these combined streams flow through a very nar¬ 
row gbrge of great depth, formed by two cliffs of the s&me mate- 

* Haji g6l, i. e. Lake Pilgrim. 

f As is also proved by the Repress testimony of Nicetas, the Byzantine historian, 
suraamed Choniatei, from his being ^native of the place.—F. g!w 
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rial; for I afterwards discovered another spring of the same 
interesting qualities,, flowing down from the hito the , south¬ 
west, and meeting the Lycus near the site of Colossae, but rs^her 
below it. It is almost apparent on inspection that these two 
streams have at some distant period formed, by their overhanging 
cliffs, a natural arch over the river, which has extended some way 
down, but has been disrupted by an earthquake. ' There are 
several mills near the junction of these rivers, which are turned 
by the petrifying stream ; and as a proof of the rapid accumula¬ 
tion of this calcareous deposit, it may be observed that it is, fre¬ 
quently necessary to change their position, from their becoming 
completely choked up, and buried in the calcareous silt deposited 
round the buildings by the spray and overflowing of the mill 
stream. It is a most curious and interesting sight, and here 
have no doubt was the spot where Herodotus says the Lyeqp dis¬ 
appeared in the very town of Col ossa 4 . 

From Khonas to Dcnizli, three hours. I have visited Hiera- 
polis, and Laodicaea and Tripolis, and have materials for making 
a tolerable map of this part of the country. At Laodicaea there 
is a very interesting and magnificent building attached to the 
Stadium. From tliencf 1 reached the Maeander at Geizel-hisar,* 
and visited the ruins of Antioehia and those of Mastanea: 
the latter are insignificant, but the name is preserved in that of a 
village close by, and there is enough to prove the existence of an 
ancient town. At Aidinf I was delayed a day to procure houses. 

I had intended crossing the mountains towards Tireh and Bain- 
der, but from the plague being aid the former place, I went round ‘ 
by Auisaluk J (Ephesus), but reserving for another opportunity 
the examination of its remains. 

I arrived at Smyrna onjthc 21st of October. 


Y.— On'Mount Athos and its Monasteries; with Notes on the 
route from Constantinojde to Saloniki , in June , 1830. Com¬ 
municated by Lieutenant Webber Smith, 48th Regt. Read 
January 9, 1837. ’ * 

The classic land of Greece has formed the subject of so many, 
descriptions and researches, *an^ more especially during the 
present century, by ouj own countrymen, Clark^in 1801, Colcf- 
nel Leake in 1805 and l806, and^J)r. Holland in 1812, that 
little would sepm left to be gleaned by future travellers, more 
particularly since the recent publication of Colonel Lea&eVvalu- 

• Beautiful Castle. t Brillii&t. 

I Frotii "Ayrtt e*«X«j*f, the peculiar title of ^ JohilHhfi, Kvangelist.—-J. 8# 
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able travels in northern Greece; still it seems that greater attest' 

< tion |taS' been psgd to its classical and antiquarian topics than 
to tl^e physical geography of the country, especially in the more- 
eastern pitrts, as Macedonia and 1 Thrace, still subject to Moslem 
rule ; fe and as, during the past summer, I travelled from St&nbul* * * § 
to Saloniki, ascended Mount Athos, and visited itsmdnaffiteries, 
and have, since my return, through the liberality of the hydro- 
grapher to the Admiralty, been permitted to correct my own 
hasty observations by the valuable survey of those coasts just 
completed, 1 trust I may venture to offer my notes as a slight con¬ 
tribution towards the improvement of our knowledge of the geo¬ 
graphy of this beautiful, but misgoverned country. 

May 17, 1836.—I .left Constantinople by t^e great Belgrade 
.road, passing successively through the towns of Kuclihk, and 
Buyuk, Chekmehjf, or little and great bridge, each built over a 
small inlet of the Sea of Marmora, along the northern coast of which 
the road winds in a westerly direction as far as the walled town of 
Selivri Selvmbria, close to the sea, at about thirty-five miles’ distance 
from the capital. The road thence‘ascends a hill which pro¬ 
jects into the sea, and continues along the coast, through vine¬ 
yards and gardens for seven miles, where toe Belgrade road turns 
off to the north-west. This latter I followed for eighteen miles, 
over ,an undulating 1 country dotted with tuinufi, passing through 
three villages before I reached the town of Chorlfi.f containing 
about 800 houses, chiefly inhabited by Turks. Here I quitted 
the Belgrade road, and travelled across the country, which is very 
’ little cultivated, to the south-wea t, crossed the river ofChdrlu, and 
in six hours reached the town and port of Rodosto,£ the Tekir 
Dagh§ of the Turks, situated at the south-eastern foot of Mount 
Rhodope, at the head of a bay. 

The town contains about 2000 houses,|J almost entirely occu¬ 
pied by Greeks. The Roman Catholic priest told me his flock 
consisted of only thirty persons. Rodosto had formerly much 
trade, which has dwindled almost to nothing, as it now exports 
only a few dried fish to the capital. The rising importance of 
Einos^T may have partly caused this, but it is chiefly owing to war 
and misgovernment. 

On'the 17th of May, a few days before my arrival here, a wood¬ 
cutter had been frozen to death: scow had fallen to the depth of 
two feet, and remaiged on the ground for two days ■ an extraordi- 

* The Greek§ seldom call Constantinople by thin its Graeco-Turkish name.—F. 8. 

+ Or Chdrln This particle may be wjgtten cither Id or If. v 

$ Anciently Rhcedestum. %,£■- 

§ Tekkfir $%h, Emperor’s mountain. . T %. 

|| Dr. Clarke Bays i|a)00 in 1801.—Ed. > ’ a 

•|f Also called Fnds py tWFurks. Its ancient name iEnos is still preserved by 
the Greeks^yrho pronounce it KVuoshr Ei’ao.—F. 8. 
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nary and unusual occurrence, when we consider that the town is 
situated on the sea-shore, in the parallel of 41° north, with ||o 
very high mountains in the immediate vicinity. The range oj. 
Tekir Dagh, extending from the rivSr Maritza* to the sea, may be 
said here to reach its south-eastern termination, but I saw no sn^w 
on any ofitspoihts. 

Quitting Rodostd, the road leaves the shore of the Sea of Mar¬ 
mora, which trends to the soutli-west, and continues through an 
undulating fertile country, but without any traces of cultivation, 
as far as ¥enijeh, whence a route turns off south-west tf» Gal|i- 
poli. At thirty miles from Rodosto we reach Malg’harah, which 
may contain 500 houses, and thence by a bad, bitty, and stony 
road, five hours bring you to Keshan, apparently a thriving town 
of 900 houses, seated'at the eastern edge of the valley or plain of 
the river Maritza or Hebrus, on the slope of a hill forming tjie 
south-western termination of the range of Tekir Dagh. Keshan 
seems to have a good deal of trade, probably from its advan¬ 
tageous position at the junction of the great roads leading to Einos, 
Gallipoli, Saloniki, anil Stamb$i|, 

On the banks of the Apsmthus, two hours from Keshan, 
and near where the river W crossed by the road to Gallipoli, are 
some ruins, where two years since some * valuable coins and 
vases were found. On inquiring what had beoome of them, I 
found they bail been seized by the Agah and sent to Constanti¬ 
nople. There are likew ise some ruins and foundations, at one hour’,? 
distance from this, to the north, on the road towards lpsala, but 
‘ they are in a very dilapidated state,#tnd not worth visiting. * 

The inhabitants of this part of Thrace are almost entirely 
Greek, and spoke of their Turkish masters € in fear and trembling.’ 

From Keshan I turned off to the west-south-west, and took 
the direct road to Einos, crossing two branches of a stream flow¬ 
ing to the south-south-cast, the road chiefly over a plain, occa¬ 
sionally breaking into small hills. In a distance of twelve hours I 
counted fivh miserable villages. 

At nine hours from Keshan, about three miles to the right of the 
road, is a large monastery, perched on the ridge of part of the Cha- 
tal-Tepeh, j- which rises 1305 feet above the sea, and round which 
the road winds till we reach the projecting peninsula, at the extre¬ 
mity of which is situated the towg of Einos. 

'May 21.—Einos, placed at the sohtli-eastern corner of a shal¬ 
low bay, about three miles in its greatest diametei* # not fifteen 
miles, as is represented in the large FiSfench map by Lajoie, and 
incautiously £qpied into many otlier$, is a town of 1500 nous^s, 
about 150 qf which are occupied by Turks, and they by no means 

— £#— : --- ^ 

* Marfcheh in Turkiifk, M t Sork-Uiil. 
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the most respectable part of the community; the rest by Greeks, 
with the e^cbption of 50 inhabited by gipsies, who are scattered 
in greater or less numbers all over this part of Tjir&ey. Here is 
an old castle, possibly of Genfiese construction. In its walls are 
several slabs with figures on horseback carved on^th e J$b but much 
defaced, and in the wall surrounding the principallchurch is a 
beautiful Greek inscription referring to the building of the church 
when the city was in,the hands of Francis Palaeologus,. * 

. E'inos, being not three miles from the entrance of the river 
Mfritza, or Hebrus, which is, at times, navigable for boats as for 
as Adrianople, and offering a secure harbour for vessels not re¬ 
quiring more than six feet water, has the appearance of a thriving 
port, with s6me lit tig trade. A quarantinejs established here on 
vessels coming from Egypt. : .. ■„ 

immediately to the eastward of E'inos, Mount Chatal-Tepeh 
rises 1300 feet above the sea, and a hilly country extends for- 
thirty-fivc miles to the eastward, forming the northern shore of 
the gulf of Xerds.* To the north of E'inos, looking over the 
marshy ground near the mouth -river Maritza, at a distance 

of nine miles, a range of hills, probably part of the chain of Rho¬ 
dope, again commences, varying from >600 to 900 feet high, and 
extending along shore for thirty mif^ to the westward, as far 
as Marogna, where it reaches 2174 feet above the sea, andthen 
terminates almost abruptly on the west. 

„ As the plague was raging along the road between E’inos and 
Saloniki, I hired an open sailing boat for 250 piastres to take me 
to Mount Athos. The patron or master of the boat had com¬ 
manded a band of men in former times in Samothraki, where he 
gloried in having defeated the Turks. 

May 24.—I landed on the north-western end of the beautiful 
island of Samothraki, which rises abruptly to the height of 5248 
feet above the sea, abounding in rocks, and trees and streamlets, 
and, spent some time examining the ruins of Palaeopphs, which 
offer nothing very remarkable. We then sailed to the west point, 
landed, and rode three miles to the village of about 300 houses, 
all Greek, with a„Turly.sh Agah. During the revolution the 
Turks burnt their church, which they are rebuilding. The people 
appear a hardy set of mountaineers, hut in abject poverty. The 
situation of the ancient Acropo]is is extremely'picturesque, and 
well selected for defence, it will be remembered that-St; Paul 
, touched at $tis island on his way from Asia Minor to Philippi. j> 
May jJ5.—Landed at “Thaso, another beautiful island, larger 
thq,n Samothraki, but not so lofty, the summit of Mount Ipsario, 
the highest.in the island, only reaching 3428 feet above* thesea. 


S&ros of the Turks, 
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Here rock is piled upon rock, the whole thicklyjwooded with 
pinesi In former days this island was celebrated -«or its quarries 
of white marWe, rivalling that of Paros in beauty. t ^ ^ • 

The northern point of the island is only distant three miles 
and a quarter, as ascertained by the late survey, front the plan* of 
the Kar^Shj^ Or Nestus, on the southern shore qf Thrace. 
Twenty miles further north Mount Xanthe reaches upwards'of « 
3800feet above the sea, while to the north-wflst the far more con¬ 
spicuous Pildv-Tepehf rises magnificently to a height of 6143 fe«£ 
almost rivalling the Athona in beauty. '■*** 
May 27.—Landed at Cape Spkigmenu, on the eastern side of 
Mount Athos, after a voyage of five days in accomplishing *a dis¬ 
tance, in a direct line^of |ess than eighty geo|S4iphical miles. 

On the south-eastern shore of the district of Saloniki, forming part 
of the ancient province of Macedonia, three remarkable peninsulas, 
of about twenty-five miles in length, by nearly four in breadth, 
project in a south-easterly direction, and almost parallel to each 
other, into the Archipelagos embracing the gulfs of Monte 
Santo and Kassandra, or the^ipgitic and Toronaic gulfs of the 
ancients. " , V 

The most eastern of tib&se three peninsulas, better known by 
the name of Mount ^thos, the Acte of former days, the A'gionJ 
Oros of modern Greeks, dtid Monte Santo of the Pranks, is joined 
to the main land of Chalciilice by a low sandy isthmus of undu¬ 
lating ground, while its south-eastern extremity rises abruptly t5 
_ the height of 6349 feet above the sea. • 

The general aspect of the peninsula is rugged, being intersected 
by innumerable ravines. The ground rises almost immediately 
and rather abruptly from the isthmus at the northern end to about 
300 feet, and for the first twejve miles maintains a table-land ele¬ 
vation of about 600 feet, for the most part beautifully wooded. 
At this spot the peninsula, between the monasteries of Vatopedi 
on the east, and Kastamonftu on the west, is narrowed in to rather 
less than two miles in breadth. It immediately afterwards ex¬ 
pands to its average breadth of four miles, which it retains to its 
southern extremity. From this point also the land becomes 
mountainous rather than hilly, two of the heights reaching respec¬ 
tively 1700 and 1200 feet above the sea. Four miles further south 
on the eastern sldjpe of the mountain jidge, and at a nearly equal 
distance from the east and west shores, is situated ^he town of 
Karyes,§ picturesquely placed amidst vineyards and gftrdens. A 
good road leads hence down a steep valley to Iviron|| ontfce.east. 
A fine richly^woocled valley also leads in a north-easterly direfe- 

* Black looter. • f Pilau-Hill. ^ '/ 

t Pronounced nearly aa Ayon Oro. § Karyefoi. e.vValnuta. 

|| lb£r6n, i. e, Ihe Convent of the Iberians. 9 
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fion toward* \Pandokr itor a and Vatopedi ; and the road to Xiro- 
potamu is good, but hilly, and the country it traverses is the most 
fertile and beautiful part of the peninsula, richly wooded with 
oak, chesnut, &c. 

^Immediately to the southward of Karyes the ground rises to 
2200 feet, whence a rugged broken country, covered with a forest 
> of *dark-leaved foliage, extends to the foot of the mountain, which 
rears itself in solitaty magnificence, an^'insulated cone of white 
limestone, rising abruptly to the height of 6350 feet above the 
sea. Close to the cliffs at the southern extremity, we ’learn from 
Captain Copeland’s late survey, no bottom was found with sixty 
fathoms of lifte. 

May 28.—Sphijfmenu,* a monastery within battlemented walls, 
.forming a square, at the outlet of a narrow valley close to the sea, 
.with good gardens and vineyards. The Igumenos told me here 
.were forty-seven Caloyers, all Greeks; the convent very poor, 
and had been obliged to sell their books. 

Kiliantari, half an hour, by a beautiful road, through brush¬ 
wood in flower, now and then a : ‘ venerable plane tree and a 
bubbling stream. The monastery, a huge triangular building, in 
a picturesque valley opening to the se& Half a mile off-shore is 
a small rock. The monks here are chiefly Bulgarians. 

May 29.—*Vatopedi, a vast fortified monastery, seated on a 
height near the shore, at the south-eastern angle of a small buy, 
'whence a rich valley leads in a winding direction between ridges, 
whose summits rise 1200 and 1700 feet above the sea, as far as 
the town of Karyes. The p&th from Kiliantari is over undulating 
ground, affording beautiful glimpses of the dark blue sea. 11 is 
rough and stony, and takes rather less than three hours. From 
the bottom of the bay projects a s^nall tongue of land, on which 
are the ruins of an old tower. I examined it with care, but could 
find nothing to guide me as tpits date. Two small brigs were at 
anchor in the bay, but they could only remain in fine weather or 
with the wind vff-shore. 

May 30.—Pandokratora is a poor place; nothing to recommend 
it but situation,, on a cliff overlooking the sea. The road from 
Vatopedi is shaded for the whole distance by magnificent trees. At 
about half way on the left is a tower on the projecting headland. 
Stavronikita is a miserable place in a beautiful situation, half an 
hour’s rid^ by r a wretched road, through box, laurel, brambles, 
roses, &<r overrun by wild honeysuckle. Passed two towers 
dignified with the name of arsenal, where the monks keep their 
boat-gear and fishing-tackle. 

May 31.—Iviron, a vast quadrangle, one of the largest monas- 
* Or SiiLenu, 1. e. the Convent of the Saint in Bonds. 
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terie$ on the Mount. Its library appears in much better order 
and larger than elsewhere, but they had no catalogue; and th? 
librarian fiercely refused, when I asked if they would sell any of 
the MSS. *. 

Karyes, one hour. The road winding up the righ| side of the 
valley, at whose outlet Iviron is placed, crosses a picturesque bridge 
over a mountain torrent, and continues up the valley to a monas? 
tery called Kutlumusi, situated in a fertile country, a small 
establishment of twenty-five Caloyers only, all Greeks. The town 
or village 6t Karyes is at the head of the valley I had ascended, 
looking down towards the sea, almost encircled hy an amphitheatre 
of hills, covered with a rich mass of foliage. It if the residence 
of the Turkish Aghix^a kind gentlemanly man, who was very civil; 
and he with his brother are the only two Turks on the peninsula. 

Here is held a weekly fair or market on Saturday, which p*e- 
sents the singular spectacle of a fair without noise, and a crowd 
without a woman. I should rather say without anything tame of 
the feminine gender. Horses, bulls, rams, and cocks are not 
uncommon; but everything of„the other sex is absolutely forbid¬ 
den, as far as man can forbid; but uncivilized nature asserts her 
rights, and wild pigeons And other birds, and insects, especially 
bees, abound, and in ^spite of the monies’ unnatural regulations, 
afford a valuable source of profit. • 

To this fair the neighbouring couhtry people bring corn, and 
wine, and iron work. The Caloyers supply crosses prettily carved 
u y - od or horn, beads, prints of their favourite Panagia or qf 
ibi.ir monasteries, and some few shops are opened for caviar, 
salted fish, ammunition, 6cc. This lasts till the sun has risen 
tiu’ee or four hours, when the shops are shut, the monks depart, 
nd Karyes again assumes its wonted tranquillity. 

Karyes may contain a population of ‘200, all Greeks, exclusive 
of the monks. 


June 1 . —Returned to Iviron, and thence by Mylopotamo, for¬ 
merly, I am told, a monastery, now only an arse9.pl, as they call 
xt, belonging to Lavra, to Philoteu, by a rugged path, which \yould 
be really dangerous, were it not for the trees which stand on the 
sides of the precipices. Within half an hour , of Philoteu the path 
crosses a torrent, and immediately on the right is a small pool, 
formed by the water falling from*a rugged height of sixty feet, 
the whole shaded by oak and pine, aiftl brilliant ^ith dragon flies - 
*xnd butterflies, rejoicing irf the moisture exhaled froi^the pool. 

Karakalo, a moderately-sized monastery, half a mile frpm the 
sea, near the head'of a steep valley, and commanding a beautiful 
view of Samothraki, Thaso, and Lemnos. The monks tell me 
they had a library, but during the Greek revolution 1 they had SOO 
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Turks quartered here, who, when they left the place, took every¬ 
thing with them, 

* lavra, a long ride of tlirqe how's and a half, over a rug¬ 
ged, hut Well-wooded country*, gradually assuming a more moun¬ 
tainous character, leads to the south-eastern extreme of the 
peninsula, known to sailors by the name of Cavo Zmyrna, or more 
commonly to Franks as Capo di Monte Santo, on which stands the 
magnificent monastery of Laura or Lavra, above which the peak 
of Athos rises abruptly. Here arc two churches and tw T enty 
chapels, with room for some hundred Caloycrs. It is considered 
as the most important and richest monastery on the Mount. The 
churches are larger and cleaner than .any I have yet seen ; the 
floor inlaid with marble, and the rcfectory/in the form of a cross, 
has its four-and-twenty tables of marble. The library, too, seems 
gctod, but they said they had no catalogue. 

June 2.—Fine clear morning: started for the ascent of Mount 
Athos, the monks kindly furnishing mules and a guide. Imme¬ 
diately on leaving Lavra, the path winds round the southern slope 
of the mountain, at about 6*00 feei,above the sea. Below, perched 
on the cliffs, are the skiti or askiti* of ICcrasia and Kapso-kalyvia. 
By a rugged, but well-wooded path; through a forest of oak, 
chesnut, pine, ilex, arbutus, &c., we wound round to the north¬ 
west side of the mountain, where the scenery at once assumes a 
different character, and the ascent commences over almost preci¬ 
pitous rocks. Immediately over our heads a broad belt of foliage, 
above which is seen the bare conical peak of Athos, without a 
tree or a shrub to break its'Vell-defined outline. At two hours 
and a half the path enters one of the gorges of the mountain, 
covered with pines, many of which had been felled, and lay aero*--, 
the road.* Twice I had to throw myself from my mule to avoid l jing 
swept off by their branches. At three hours and a half we arrived 
at a chapel dedicated to the Fanagia,f and some cells, above the 
wooded region, and at the foot of the barren cone of white lime¬ 
stone which forms the summit of the mountain. 

The road hence is no longer practicable for mules, and my 
Albanian guide refused to accompany me any further. He said 
it would take an labur and a half to reach the summit. I scram¬ 
bled up for some distance, but found it very fatiguing, and not 
safe alone, and unfortunately the day was hazy,‘as is almost always 
the case touring summer in Greece, and thus I should not have 
been able to see distant objects. Still, on looking to the eastward. 


r 

* AskiUss (uBcetros) very small cells, usually built ncur each other, with a catho¬ 
lic*! or common cliapel near at hand. Ytuy^la. Ks*»«£,**. Vionue, 1791, p. 257. 

f. Pronounced nearly as Panayea, the stress being on the .peuultijna; when oil 
any other syllable, it iswlways marked in this paper.—F. S. 
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the island of Thasos, distant thirty miles, Lemnos,* distant forty, 
and Samothraki, distant sixty miles, appeared almost at thy feet. 

Turning to the westward*! overipoked the projecting pcninsufas 
of Longos* and Kassandra, which, compared to the peninsul^ of 
Athos, may be considered as low; and from the latcfsurvey it ap¬ 
pears that the highest point of the former does not exceed 2596 
feet, and of the latter not above 1078 feet aJ>ove the sea. 

I looked in vain for the shores of Thessaly, and the range of 
Olympusf which, towering to the height of 9754 feet, would on a 
clear day be distinctly visible, although at the distance of ninety 
miles; but the usual haze that prevails in this country during the 
summer months prevented my seeing it. A .few heavy drops of 
rain fell, and the pealing of distant thunder gave me hopes of „ 
seeing a storm raging at my feet ; but it passed away, and I # was 
disappointed. Descended to the monastery at Lavra. 

I do not find any account recorded of English travellers having 
ascended to the summit of Athos since Dr. Sib thorp and Mr. 
Hawkins on the 12th of August, 1787,f now nearly half a century 
ago, whose brief but excellent account of the ascent is comprised 
in a few lines. From it learn that the lower bed of the moun¬ 
tain is composed of gneiss and argillaceous slate, and the upper 
part grey limestone, Inore or less inclined to white: the latter part 
I can confirm by my own observations. It is highly probable that 
many other travellers have ascended the mountain since that tirge, 
but they have not, that I am aware, given any account of it. Dur¬ 
ing the late survey of these shores ir^Octobcr, 1831, Captain Cope- • 
land, R. N., had his theodolite, &c., conveyed to the summit, as I 
am informed by an officer who was employed on the survey, and 
from that elevated station took the angles between Pelion, Ossa, 
Olympus, Piei us, &c., with the bearings of all the mountain peaks, 
islands, headlands, capes, &c., within a radius of at least ninety 
miles; a glorious and beautiful panorama, such as few positions 
on the face of this habitable globe can offer. 

June 3.—Embarked in a spunge-boat from the Morea, at the 
ArsanSi at the foot of the monastery of Lavra, where is a curious 
tower, and coasted round the southern promontory, which, seen 
from the sea, is highly picturesque and beautiful. I remarked a 
singular appearance at the base^of the rock, where, two feet above 
the present level of the sea, a groove has been formed for some* 
hundred yards distance, apparently by the beating ^f the waters. 
A similar groove is also formed, or forming, at the present water’s 

-a.-- t . 

* Lunguz anti Xasfinderah of the Turks. (Hiji Khaltfah’a usd Bdsnah* 

Wien 1812, s. 82.—F. S.) Ti A»yy» (Ttvyfi. Ni»r. p. 256)*, Therefore Longum 
rather than Longu* j but Meletiua (lib. xvhi. c. 23, tom. ii., p. 462) has Atyyit. 

* • S* 0 s 

t See Walpole’s * Continuation of Memqirs,’ See., p. 40. 
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edge, and thlis a double groove is visible, which T remarked in 
several places. The fishermen tell me the tide is scarcely per¬ 
ceptible here. Can the Mount hav&been upheaved ? or may the 
waters have subsided ? Perhaps some geologist will examine the 
subject. " 

The Skiti or Askiti* of St. Anne occupies a beautiful niche in the 
' rocks on the south-western cape, exactly corresponding to Lavra 
on the south-eastern point, being immediately at the foot of the 
peak of Athos. Between this and Lavra I remarked *;wo small 
villages, most romantically situated, and apparently inaccessible; 
but it seems that they are inhabited by independent Caloyers. 
I believe they are called Kerasia and Kapso-Kalyvia. 

St. Paul comes next in order on the south-western shore, inha¬ 
bited by Bulgarian?. This monastery is undergoing a thorough 
repair, and they are building a high wall to protect it. It might 
have done so in the time of its founder, but is useless now. 

This side of the peninsula is far more rugged and precipitous 
than the north-eastern side. Between the last-named monastery 
and St. Dionysius a very remarkable slope of loose shingle de¬ 
scends to the water's edge at an ang\s of 4.5°, and extending 
from 600 to 1000 feet above the sea. It is the more singular as 
•the features above and on each side of it appear as when first 
•formed; ravines and precipices in the same huge block. It is 
ixQmediately below the smaller cone which projects from the north¬ 
western side of the peak. 

• “June 4.—St. Dionysius, half an hour by water. The position 
of this monastery surpasses all I have seen. It is perched on a lofty 
rock, almost overhanging the sea, and at the mouth of a striking 
rayine. 

The monks here refused me mules to go to Siinopctra, distant 
about three miles, and some way inland, as they said the road was 
not practicable. 

St. Gregory on a cliff at the entrance of a deep ravine. The 
monks, I observe, are careful to shut out the air from the moun¬ 
tain, and to let in tho sea-breeze. 

Xiropot&mu is of the largest of the monasteries, with high 

• walls and flanking towers, at a quarter of an hour's walk from the 
khore, up a steep hill, commanding an extensive and beautiful 
view. I here sketched a very graceful and perfect female figure, 
seated, and vfith good drapery, in white -marble, on the inner wall 

• of the monastery. 

.June 5.—I went to Karyes, through a country even morebeau- 
. tiful than any I have yet seen: too good for its unprofitable 

. — .. ... 11 --* . -■ . . .. .... 

* (Armfan) for .Aruir^g/n, “a piac$ devotuil to (holy) exercises,” seems 

to be a very; barbarous corruption of language? perhaps it arose from foxnrH, the 
feminine of irwirhf.—Fi S. 1 
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occupants. Oak, chesnut. arbutus, &c. occasionalLjgsmall plaint 
covered with grass, more like a magnificent and well-wooded pajk 
than a wild district. ' ■ 

June 6.—Rhssiko; two hhtitrs’ riding over a stony road. On 
our way passed the ruins of the former monastery, occupied e»- 
tirely by Russians. The present one was built in 1814 by Calli- 
machi,* a Greek of Constantinople, , said to have been aftetWaTds 
murdered by the Turks. It is large and well built, and capable 
of contain jpg from 2000 to 3000 persons. The church is yet 
unfinished : no library worth mentioning. 

Xendfu, one hour’s ride; a moderate-sized monastery, inhabited 
by Bulgarians chiefly, seated at the entrance of 9. valley close 
to the sea, ; A short distance up the vale are the ruins of an 
aqueduct, and beyond a Skiti or village. 

Dokhiariu, a small monastery containing^ thirty Caloyens: 
nothing worth notice.. Near this spot is the cave of a noted 
recluse, who has lived here in a cell for fifty years, apart from all 
mankind; yet his feelings would seem not to be blunted, as he 
bestows the care and attention on a favourite, rose-tree which, if 
well directed towards the gjjod of his fellow-creatures, might have 
made him a useful member of the community. 

Kastamomtu. Tv®> roads lead to this wretched little monas¬ 
tery, which is in a retired spot at some, distance inland. The one 
near the sea, which is the best, is said to take two hours. The 
monastery contains only fifteen Caloyers, and is excessively dirty* 

Zogr&fu. This rich Bulgarian monastery is beautifully situ¬ 
ated in the midst of fine woods of oak, chesnut, elm, and the 
Judas-tree. Nature is always bounteous in this fertile spot. The 
monastery contains thirty Servians and Bulgarians. 

This completes the monasteries on the south-western shore of 
the peninsula, all of which I have visited; but I have not entered 
into a full description ’of them, as it has already been done by 
scholars far more equal to the task than myself; yet I thought 
it might be useful tojecord their state in the present day, were it 
only for the sake of comparing it with the accounts of former tra¬ 
vellers, as Pococke in 1740, Dr. Hunt and Professor Carlyle in 
1801, and Colonel Leake in 1806; and espllfeially as during the 
Greek revolution the Christian tenants of the Holy Mountain 
had to fly beforS the stronger arm of Moslem soldiers, and of 
course the monasteries must have suffered mud*, I subjoin a list - 
of the numbers in the twenty monasteries, distinguishing the 

Servo-Bulgarians, as given me by the Superior of each, and writ* 

' • 

. ■ .. : — *- 

* Probably one of the Phanariote' family, several of whom were Dragomans of 
the Porte, and afterwards Hospodirs of Vauachia or Moldavia.—F. S. 



ten down at {Use moment; yet 1 must ©otice- that there seemed 
a dispoahmh to reduce the number of those sent out ta bes*-**' > 

i ■ , - * 


Ho. in 

> 

Monastery. 

In Cells. 

Mendicants. 

Kiliandirl 

l Bulgarians J 

12 b 

10 

40 

Sphigm^nu . r 

47 

— 

—. . 

Vatopedi 

120 

— 

50 

Pandokrdtora . 

15 

—- 

15 

Stavfcmik^ta 

15 

5 

5 

Ivlron , 

100 

— 

60 

Philottio 

20 

8 

’ ’ 

Kutlumusi ^. 

25 

25 


Karakdlo • 

60 

26 

' — 

Lavra 

60 

40 

20 

Pavlo (Servo Bulgarian) 

36 

20 

15 

Dionysio 

80 

6 

— 

Gregorio * 

18 S 

— 

1 

Simdpetra . , . 

15 

5 

10 

Xiropot&mu 

40 

65 

20 

Russiko (Russian) , „ 

45 

4 

— 

Xenofu (Servo-Bulgarian) 

30 

30 

— 

Dokiarlu 

30 

— 

— 

Kastamonitu . . * 

15 

— 

♦ 

Zografu (Servo-Bulgarian) 

30 

— 

20 


925 

244 

281 


In all 1450 men. In this are not inclined the novices, who 
may amount to 150 in all. 

There are here^afeo from 10 to 12 Skitia car villages inhabited 
entirely by Caloyof§t : the chief of which is St. Anne, on the south¬ 
west point. These may average perhaps 40 men each; making from 
400 to 500 men, and from 200 to 300 scattered kelKa or cells, which, 
v with the town of JKaryes, reckoned at 200 persons, would make the 
whole population of the peninsula about. 2500 persons.. This 
Would seem to be a great falling off from the number of 6000 
stated by Dr. Clarke in 1801 ; but, as I before mentioned, ;it 
depends upon doubtful data. I only give it os an approximation 
in the absence of anything better; ' : •«' • i - * * ; 
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, Of the revenue of the monasteries I could obtajn no account, 
but I fancy they, have mfcbh decreased of late. The Wallachians, 
Bulgarians, and Servians have been the chief benefactors of the 
monasteries. 4 r 

Their libraries seem to be in % much wotse staje than when 
visited by Professor Carlyle in 1801, when he examined about 
13,000MSS* * 

The sites of the five ancient towns which formerly existed on 
Acte I leave to more able scholars to determine. 

June 7.—Left Zografu for Saloniki: road tolerably good; the 
first part of it through a forest of oak, chesnut, elm, &c. I 
observed several old towers. At the extremity of the high land of 
the peninsula we descend about 300 feet to the isthmus, and con¬ 
tinue along its northern shore over undulating ground, till we 
reach the site of the canal cut by order of Xerxes, but which 
has been so much filled up, from some cause or other, that I 
honestly confess I could see no traces of it; but I did not leave 
the road to seek them. 

Of its existence there cannot be a doubt; and I am told the 
officers on the late survey/raced it without much difficulty. Four 
miles beyond it 1 reached Erissds, situated op a hill close to the bay 
of the same name, *ind consisting of thirty houses inhabited by 
Greeks. After a fortnight on Mount Athos, hoW beautiful do the 
rustic forms and sun-burnt faces of the peasant girls appear! 
The road to Saloniki continues along the shore for some miles, 
till near the high land of the northern projecting cape, when it turns 
nearly west, and enters a hilly counter at Nizvoro, where we left the 
silver and lead mines on our right, and continued through a well- 
wooded country to Laregovi. 'Eight hours hence by a mountainous 
road brought us to Galatz, «, small town on the northern side of 
a beautiful and broad valley, richly cultivated and watered by a 
stream flowing to the Westward. 

June 9*—Continued along this valley to the westward as far as 
the pretty village o£%yasilikd, of about 120 houses with gardens 
and vineyards; thence westward as far as Sedes, when, leaving on 
our right a range of mountains, some peaks f which rise to 3900 
feet above the sea, and on our left the gulf, we'ffessed over the great 
plain which extends to the walls of the city, and entered the gate 
of Saloniki. * 

Annexed are some of tiie Heights determined triginometrically 
during the late. Survey of these shores by Captain Copeland, 

R.H.4 

* * 

__ _« i t _ . 

1 * See his Letter to the Bishop of Durham in Walpole’s Memoirs, vol. i., p» 196. 
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Name of Mountain. 

* < 

Height in 
Feet. 

L&t« 

North. 

Long. 
East. , 

, 

; 

-H 

, o i 

o / 



Olympus .... 

%754 

40-5 

22*21$ 

» 


Ossa. 

6,407 

39 *48 

22*42$ 



Pierus. 

6,161 

40*15$ 

22*14$ 



Pelion. 

5,310 

39*27 

23-3 

Thessaly. 


Peak 4 m. S.E. of ) 
Dhimitri » . . . J 

5,119 

40*8 

22-19 

/ 



Peak; 4 m. W. of 1 
Platamona . . . J 

4,874 

39*58 

22-32 

- 

h 

Mavro vouni . . . 

3; 564 

39*37 

22*47 


t 

Khortiatzi .... 

3,894 

40*34 


i 


Kholomon .... 

3,420 

40*29 

&-13$ 

Saloniki. s 


Peak 5 m. E. by N. j 
of Saloniki . . . J 
Volevod (?) 9 m. \ 
N.N.W. of Saloniki j 

2,675 

2,173 

40*38 

40*47 

23*5 

22*54 


V 

Peak 5 m. N.E. of \ 
A. Paulo . . . . ( 

2*092 

\ 

40*21$ 

23*11$ 

Kassandra. 

Summ : t. 

1,078 

39*58$ 

23*34 

Longos. 

Summit ..... 

2,596 

40*6$ 

23*50$ 

<— 

Karvouna .... 

1,842 

40*9 

23*49 

Athos. 

Peak ...... 

6,349 

40*10 

24*20$ 

— 

Above Simopetra . 

3,249 

40 * 11 £ 

24*17$ 

— 

Karyes. 

2,195 

40* 14 

24*16 

i 


FilavTepeh (P.'Tiiari) 

6,143 

40*53$ 

24*6 

Gallipoli, i 


Xan the ..... 

3,815 

41*9$ 

24*47 , 


Maronia ..... 

2,174 

40*53 

25*32 

| 


Chatal Tepeh. . . 

1,305 

40*43 

26*11 

Thaso. 

Ipsario. 

•8,428 

40*42 

24-43 

— 

Elias. 

3,374 

40*43 

24*40 

Samothraki 

Feugari. 

5,248 

40*27 

25-37 

Imbro. 

Elias ...... 

1,959 

40'8 

25-50 


c 





VI .—Observations on the position of Tavium. By W. J. 
Hamilton, Esq., F.G.S. Communicated by yV. R. Hamilton, 
Esq., F.R.S. ,J?,ead January 9, 1837. “J* 

The situation of Tavium, the principal town of the Troemi or 
Eastern Galatians, has been considered a point 6f great importance 
by those who have taken an interest in the geography of Asia 
. Minor,, and who, in ignorance of any ancient ruins in thepart. of 
the country where the ancient Itineraries tend to place Tavium, 














hate conjecturally assigtlj^l three different ttiodeiA places as 
its site, viz., Chorum, YuzMt, and Tekiyeh. It is probable, how¬ 
ever, that none of these places represent the ancient capital 
the Trocmi, but a village named feoghazkdi, situated between 
Chorum and Yuzkat, aboht twenty-five miles distant from trie 
former, and within twenty mites of the latter. Here M. Texier, 
two years ago, discovered extensive remains of antiquity, though, 
for reasons which I cannot understand, he has attributed them not 
to Tavium* but to Themiscyra. N either Chorum nor Yuzk&t have 
the appearance of having been ancient 'Sites. The former town, 
which has not been described by any modern traveller,* is situated 
in the middle of an extensive elongated plain, surrounded by barren 
bills at distance of about two miles from the town to the east 
and west.' Its length is much more considerable. A small stream 
runs through it from north to south, which afterwards flows to fhe 
eastward, and ultimately falls into the Chotilek Irmak, a large river 
which joins the Iris of Tokdt-Su, about eight miles above Amasia, 
It lies consequently on the eastern side of the range of hills which 
forms the watershed between the Halys and the Iris; and as 
natural boundaries generally formed the limits of ancient coun¬ 
tries, this district was in all probability not included within the 
province of Galatia. ‘According to the Turks, Chorum is, com¬ 
paratively speaking, a modern town, founded by Sultan Amu- 
rath, by whom a large handsome mosque and a square ugly for¬ 
tress were built. In the walls of this castle are inserted many 
Greek inscriptions and shafts of columns, but the former are all 
sepulchral and apparently of Christian times. They are said to 
have come from a village called H dr hat, about thirty miles west 
by south from Amasia, and where there are some few remains of 
the substructions of a churfth. This is probable, for there is 
another inscription in the court-yard of the Governor of Chorum, 
of-the same character, which irty Tatar, then in the service of this 
Governor, seized in the possession of some Armenians who wore 
taking it to Marsivaii, and which had been fdund at the same 
place. The distance of Chorum from Amasia is only about 48 
miles, whereas the Peutinger Table gives 73LRoman miles be¬ 
tween Amasia and Tavium. : , 

Yuzkat is situated in a narrow valley, confined on the north 
and !>outh by high barren hills, sfiid offers nonatural advantages 
for the situation of a town. Wood and fuel ar^extnemcly scarce, 
and it commands no rich or fertile plain, and possesses no suffici¬ 
ently insulated height to answer the purpose of an Acropolis. As 
a town also its date is very recent, having been founded by Achihet 

*T 1 '■ . . ■■■:-- —. . .. . . ... 

* See Leake’a Minor, in j\nc^ 
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Pasha, the.father of the famous Suleijpai Boy, of the Chapin 
Oghlu family, about eighty years ago.* Not a fountain or corner 
of a house can boast a block of stone which has the least trace or 
appearance of antiquity. It is said indeed to have been a miser¬ 
able mountain yaila.or summer residence of the peasants, before 
Chapan Oghlu fixed upon it as his residence. 

Rennell, on the authority of Tournefort, supposed Tekiyeh to 
represent Tavium. ‘Tourneibrt merely mentions that he halted 
at a place called Tekiyeh, between Tokat and Angoras but this 
probably (Tekiyeh being^a common Turkish name, meaning a 
saint's tomb) is not the same place as the village Tekiyeh, which is 
situated between Amasia and Chorum, six miles east by north of 
the latter, where are some fragments of antiquity, and where I 
copied two inscriptions; for in this case Tournefort must also 
haVe passed through Chorum, which does not appear to have 
been the case. This Tekiyeh, moreover, is too near to Amasia, 
being not more than 13 hours or 42 miles distant from it. But 
there is another Tekiyeh in the Hasan Ova, an extensive plain, half 
way between Chorum and Yuzkat, producing much corn, and in 
the middle of- which is situated the lar^e village of Alajah. This 
place is between eight and nine hours nearly due south from 
Chorum; and in the plain, about two miles^south-west from Ala¬ 
jah, there is a large ruined ‘Tekiyeh , or sepulchre, and near it a 
beautiful spring of water, very cold and copious. Alajah being 
or near the great road from Tokat to Angora, this probably is 
the Tekiyeh where Tournefort baited. The caravans even now ■ 
seldom halt in the villages, but in the neighbourhood, near some 
fountain, or where pasture is found for their cattle. Here is nothing 
to indicate the existence of an ancient town. The building 
is |pf early Saracenic times, with tfr handsome marble doorway 
on one side, very richly ornamented with early Gothic camngs. 
Besides a few small apartments attached to it, it consists 
only of the nave or centre, with four large niches or recesses, 
one on each sidfc, arched over, and the centre appears to have 
been covered with a dome. In the outside wall l found one 
imperfect Christian Greek inscription, much mutilated, and in 
the burial-ground pf Alajah several tombstones, evidently Chris¬ 
tian, having large crosses carved upon them; but without any 
inscription. r (! 4 

The ruins c at Bdghazkdi have an air, of remote antiquity, and 
impress the*beholder with a great idea of the power and wealth 

Suleiman Bey is well known for his successful resistance to, the orders of the 
t*prte, und for his gTeat wealth and power. He was one of the most influential 
Derek Beys-in Asia Minor before the Porto deprived them ef their feudal rights 
and privileges and independent jurisdictions. 
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of their founders. The^ are situated on a sloping lull at the foot 
of high wooded mountain'll overlooking and commanding a rich iittd 
extensive plain, which stretches fat to the north and north-west, 
and through which flow several streams. ‘ 5 Oriercf. these, on the 
banks of which are the nuns in question, ^^ftifole, even at jhe 
dry season when I visited it^and when-most of the Vatereourses 
were absolutely dry, of timing several mills. Immediately to 
the south-east of the ruins, and. between them and the !S|fh hills, * 
arc several lofty insulated summits, well calculated for folding an 
Acropolis; and some of which have in fact been fortified. 5 

The distances from Boghazkdi to the Known ancient sites of Ama- 
sia, Angora, and Kaisariyyeh, are, as correctly ass I could learn 
from the Turks, as follows :— 

t > 

1. Boghtizkoi to Angora by Sumgurlu 32 hours, or 104 miles. 


2. 


„ Kaisariyyeh by Yuzkat, 36 „ 

>, in 

3. 

J) 

„ Zjlah by Yuzkat 30 „ 

„ 97* 

4. 


„ Amasia by Alajah 27 

„ 88 


The above reduction to miles supposes the Turkish hour to be 
equal to 3 4 statute miles, which is perhaps rather over than under 
the truth in this part 0/ Asia Minor, which is in many parts 
mountainous and rocky. Three miles to* the hour would give 
respectively 96, 108*90, and 81 miles. 

Let us now proceed to examine these roads separately. 

1. Tavium to Angora .—The Antonine Itinerary gives 116 mijps 
on this road. The distance being deficient on the last station of 
the road given by the Peutinger Table, we cannot tell what dig- « 
tance was there given to this road. The Turkish computation 
gives 32 hours, which, calculated at 3£ miles per hour, gives 104 
miles, and at 3 miles per hour, 96 miles. An intermediate 
number in statute miles wilf be nearly equal to 116 Roman M. P. 
So far, therefore, the situation of Boghazkdi will agree with that of 
Tavium. 

2. Tavium to C<B$a,Tea.—Qn this road the Antonine Itinerary 
gives 109 miles, the Table, 191 ■ But this number being evidently 
incorrect, the route in the Tabic is useless* unless we suppose 
Aquas Aruenas to he the same place as Tgjiurma, in which case 
we shall have 113 miles by this route in the- Table. Now, the 
Turks reckon «30 hours from ^jfuzkat to Kaisariyyeh: we may 
reckon, therefore, about 34 from BogMzkdi^f) that place, which, 
reduced to miles, at SJ miles per hour, gives ilOi^piles, and at 
3 miles per hour, 102 miles; numbers sufficiently near to the 
M.P. deduciblt? from the Itineraries. 

S. Tavium to Amasia.—Here we certainly do not find Jhe 
same g cement between the distance from Amasia to Boghazkdi, 


and the 73 Jlom&n miles between Amasia and Taviunt, As con¬ 
tained in the Peutinger Table, the authority on this route ; 
whereas the distance from Bogh&sktfi to Amasia is about 27 
hoars or 86 mi|bf> passing by ^Uajah. ; But there is probably some 
error id the TilbU djere; for if we move Tavium to a position 
which is nearer than Boghazkdi to the distances in the 

Itinerary, which are generally morelroifreei than in the Table, will 
no longin’ agree with those from Boghazkdi to Angora and Kaisa- 
riyyeh respectively. 

ThdCruins at Bogh&zktfi have already been described by M. 
Texier pi some letters jrartly published in the French papers. 
Though few,, they are striking and interesting. The principal 
ruin, and which throws every thingselsc into the shade, not ex¬ 
cepting even the bas-relief cut on the rocks, consists of the perfect 
remains of the ground-plan of a temple of large proportions. 
With the exception of one corner, the whole internal structure and 
arrangement of the cell a, pronaos, adytum, passages and small 
apartments on two sides may be distinctly traced. The whole is 
formed of huge mocks of marble, with the exception of one end 
of the building, either tlie pronaos or adytum, as architects shall 
determine. The whole length of the Building, not including two 
distinct enclosures which surround it, is 219 feet by 140. The 
walls are of solid blocks five feet thick, tlfe interior of the cella 
measures 87 feet by 65. 

The temple stands upon a rising ground facing the north-east, 
on which side the ground appears to have been artificially raised 
t6 form a level space. Both to the north-east and north-west 
flights of steps appear to have led up to the building, and 
a portico appears to have existed on the north-west side. 
That Tavium possessed a celebrated temple of Jupiter we may 
inft&rfrom its being mentioned by Strabo, (lib. xii.) who speaks of 
an asylum, and of a colossal statue of the Deity, and who would in 
all probability not have alluded to it, had it not been a remarkable 
building. The large blocks of stone ifhich, although fitting close, 
are sometimes irregular in their shape, have been fastened together 
by large metal pins. Most of the blocks have six and sometimes 
more sockets an inl and a half in diameter, and from the mode 
in which the stones are broken away, it seems probable that the 
temple was destroyed by barbarians for the sake of extracting the 
metal. ^ 

I did not discover the slightest trace cf shafts or bases, or capi¬ 
tals of colunW, or architectural sculpture, or ornaments of any 
kind. . A rude simplicity seems to have pervaded alkparts of the 
building. The space between the cella and the outer wall oil the 
south-east side is divided into a number of small chambers, the 



outer wall of each being formed of a single stone vamng from 15 
to 17 feet in length, lljfpie apartments were jwoifebly covered 
over, and on them the columns may have been placed, if any such 
existed. On the hill-side to the 0 QUth-we$t b$#nd *the tempfe 
1 saw many large Hocks of stone, but they §p|^t#ed to me ratter 
to have been derived- fr#^die ruins of tjj^-temph? and its two 
inclosures, than to havk t^eS^ed to other buildings. » ' 4 , 

To the westward of the temple, and on the |ame slopinjr%round, * 
are the remains of a sauare enclosure, probably a fortrem, ? It is 
surrounded by a raisesa mound, on the summit of which I ft&ced in 
several places remains of a massive and almost Cyclopean wall To 
the east of the temple are the remains of another fortress on the 
summit of a high steep hill Commanding the town. The summit 
of this hill is surrounded with a thick wall, or rather heap of loose 
stones sloping both inside and outside at an angle of 40°, excgpf 
on the north-east side/ where there is a perpendicular cliff down to 
a deep ravine. At tfefttop I found several large holes excavated in 
the solid rock, apparently for cisterns, and the yrhole surface was 
covered with fragments of ancient pottery and files. 

The bas-relief cut in the rocks is situated about a mile or a 
mile and a half north-e.fet from the temple. It is in a small 
irregular-shaped hollow resembling an arteient quarry. It is 
open to the south~w£st, the rpeks being from St> to 50 feet high 
on each side, but lower at the ei}d opposite the opening. It is a 
curious and interesting monument, and although many of the 
figures are nearly obliterated, particularly those furthest removed 
from the centre, it is undoubtedly # the most remarkable monu¬ 
ment hitherto discovered in this part of ’Asia: It repre¬ 
sents the meeting of two kings, each holding emblems of 
royalty in his’hand, and with a long train of followers, who extend 
along the two sides" of th# hollow space. » The two principal 
figures are five feet high, the few figures near them*are three feet 
six inches, and the others two feet six inches high. One of the 
principal figures, that on the left coming from the west, as well as 
his followers, are in light Hose-fitting dresses, wearing high 
conical caps and beards. The other principal figure and followers 
are dressed in loose flowing robes with a square turreted head¬ 
dress. These have no beards. The former may possibly re¬ 
present the king of Lydia or of Egypt, and . the latter the king 
of Persia or of Media; and may not-this <^rtniunfent have been 
intended to commemorate a peace concluded* between them ? 
Both these kings were at war with the king of Persia or of the 
Medes in this part of Asia; and the Halys, which flows about 15 
or 20 miles to the north-west, was at qne time the boundary of 
the possessions of the Lydians and the jVfedes. , I am inclined to 



w 


On TavmtrL 


consider thft^the,:figures without beards arid in loose flowing dresses 
represent the Medes or Persians., ratheif than Amazons, from the 
circumstance of some of the attendants immediately behind the 
principal figure being represented standing upon the Wings of a 
double-headed eagle, a symbol frequency met with on the ruined 
Persian buildings of a later period gtfhlcifh Occur in Armenia and 
other parts of Asia Minor ; and tluTking himself is represented 
standing on a wild beast, probably intended for a lion, and which 
resembles some of those animals also sculptured upbh Persian 
buildilg?. 

I regret much not having had time to constrnct a map from 
all the bearings which I took, I therefore send the accompanying 
rough sketch compiled from the general hearings and direction of 
my route, corrected by astronomical observations for the latitude. 

it 

'Smyrna, Nov. 10, 1836. , . 

Itinerary. 

Ceesaream usque M. P. 109 Sic. 

Therma . 18 

Soanda ... 18 
Saecena . . 32 

Ochras . , . 16 

Caesarea , . 24 


Iter a ft 


avium 


Iter ah Ancyra Tavium. 


Bolelasgus 

Sannalius 

Ecobrogis 

Adapera 

•Tavio 


24 

24 

20 

24 

24 


M. P. 116 Sic. 

Ancyra Acitonviaco 
Eccohrigo 
Lassora . . 

S*abiu , 

Tavio . » 


36 

33 

25 

17 


Peutinger. 


Tavium by maria, 
Caesarea. 

to Neo- 

Tonea . . - - 

13 

Garsi (Gersiouru) 

30 

Amasia . 

30 

Palace • , 

15 * 

Coloe . , 

12 ' 

Tidis * 

10 

Mirones 

16 

^co-Cacsarea 

10 


s 

II. Tavium by Zela to Neo-Caesa- 
rca. 

Rogmon . 36 

Ogone . , 36 

Ptcmais . . 38 

Zela . ^ , 26 - 

Stabulum . 32 

Selanusa . , 22 

Neo-Caisarea . & 15 ' 

'^L _ 1 \ - 

195 M. P. 


1,16 M.P. 
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III. Tavium to Comana^ntica. j 
Tomba • ; ' . *8® 

EiKroni . ’ i S; ' 22 ■_ 

* , .» * V* ~ 

•V 

Ad Stabuhim 
Meayla /. . <r 

Comana Pontica * s . 




IV. Tavium to j^Ifcaca Caesarea. 
Euagina i ? .18 

Sefalk) . . 24 

%55ajna •,/af;': . 22 

Aquas AiruenSs 35 

Dona V , . . 20 

Sermusa . , ,30 

Siva ... • ^18 

Cambe . 

Maz. Caesarea 




J91 M« P. 
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VII.— Memoir on the Northern Frontier of Greece . By Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel Baker. Communicated by John Backboftse, 
Esq. Read April 24, 1837. 

The map of the Northern Frontier of Greece was the result 
of an operation conducted by commissioners,<rf the three Allied 
Powers, Great Britain, France, and Russia, for the .purpose of 
determining and laying down upon the ground itself the several 
points of the line with that accuracy which a permanent separa¬ 
tion of Greece from, Turkey appeared to require, and the neces¬ 
sity of which arose from the incorrectness of the best existing 
maps, and the imperfect geodesical information supplied by modem 
travellers to guide a work of this nature and importance. * 

Previously to entering upon a connected description of the 
tract of country over which the lifle of boundary is carried, it 
may be as well to glance at the extent of those data which were 
essentially necessary to enable the line to be fixed, and for the 
geographical delineation of *he ground which it traverses. %i 
These data were wholly wanting. It was indeed owing to the 
absence of them that the cqgsnnission originated; since, had it 
been possible to trace the frontier on any existing map that could 
be depended upon, it might -have been unnecessary to appoint 
officers to mark it out who were total strangers to the country, 
and who were only enabled to feel their way through it by a pre¬ 
vious reconnoissance of the ground itself. v- 

The general direction of the line being nearly east and west, 
and, consequently, at right angles to the usqal routes of commu¬ 
nication leading from Thessaly and # Epirus, oi^the ^jne hand, to 
Locris, Bceotia, Acarnanla, and JEtolia, on the othei* the points 
of intersection, merely, are those touched upon in the itineraries 
of Gell, Dferdwell, and Holland, whilst the intervening distri&ts, 
of a wild and mountainous character,, not very easy of access; or 
inviting from the Klcphtic and disorganized habits of the popu¬ 
lation, had remained unnoticed i)y anjrtnoddfn traveller. 

VOL. VII. 
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Colonel Law n’s map, though in itself a very remarkable pro* 
duqtion, when we consider the many doubtful and heterogeneous 
sources from which it was compiled, and at that time the best 
extanty was stijl v«*y defective ext all the most important points of 
th^dine. . 

Its most accurate data are derived frorii the itineraries above 
referred Jo, and though the routes ? given by Sir William Gell 
were very serviceable,. to us in the investigation of the eastern 
extremity^ and especially in his description of the pass of iKhlomo, 
yet in the examination of Western Greece and the more central 
districts of Agrafa, the only authority open to a reference lay 
in the voluminous, though somewhat inaccurate, work of M. 
Pouqueville, ff Voyage de la Grece,” on which, in common with 
the information supplied by Sir William Gell arid Mr. Dodwell, 
Lapie’s map was framed; but we soon found it necessary to shut 
it up, it being impossible to place any confidence in its details. 

From the Gulf of Arta to the Valley of the Sperchius, Lapie’s 
map does not bea^the least resemblance to the real configuration 
of the ground. It is incorrect in the position assigned, and the 
denomination given to the sever al mountains, and even to some of 
the principal villages. ' 

Thus the name of Maerinoros is given to the whole chain 
of mountains dividing the basins of the Gulf of Arta and of the 
Aspro, instead of being marked, as it is, a secondary, and very 
subordinate feature. Tyinphrcstus, the modern Veluchi, is 
placed in the range of Agrafa, instead of the position assigned 
to Callidrome, near Karpenitsp.;—no part of the chain of Otbrys 
is known by the name of Varibovo or Hellevo; the course of the 
Aspro is very incorrectly marked, and the two bridges of Korakos 
and.Tartarina are confounded in one. 

If the able and comprehensive work on Northern Greece from 
the pen of Colonel Leake had, at that time, made its appearance, 
it would have assisted in clearing up many doubtful points in the 
investigation of upexplored ground, upon which every local infor¬ 
mation, we were obliged, on the spur of the moment, to resort to, 
had frequently an obvious and direct motive for misleading rather 
than assisting us. 

In the determination of the line, therefore, the course pursued 
by the commission was to exanpne, beforehand* the features of 
the country in In direction assigned by its instructions, and 
wherever ar^ discretionary power, originating in doubtful points, 
was left open for its determination to select those most conform¬ 
able to the objects required, with a further reference to those 
positions of the line which, in immediate connexion, had already 
preceded, or were to follow them ; and then to decide upon their 
adoption before it proceeded to thqjnvestigation of any new district. 
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In tbe subsequent operations for the completj|n of tbe two 
maps which were direcfedto be presented respectively to £he 
governments of Greece and Turkey, it was thought essential 
that a work of this importance should be baited upon a trigono¬ 
metrical surveyof, at least,; a narrow strip ©jf country on each sIBe 
of the frontier line ; and with this view ft base of 4100 French 
metres* was measured with ¥ great accuracy in the plain of Artain 
the summer of 1833, with the intention of*carrying a continuous 
series of triangles from the Gulf of Arta to that of Void* 

Political difficulties and the disturbed state of the country 
contributed to prevent the completion of this work in the mode 
and on the scale which had been originally intended. In the 
mean time, the French survey of the Morea having been directed 
to be extended to Northern Greece, or at least to Attica, Boeotia, 
Locris, Doris, and a part of iEtolia,f it was determined, as4his 
operation advanced, to base the triangulation on an extension of 
their stations to the' extreme frontier for the eastern and central 
districts, combining and meeting it by a series of triangles in 
connexion with the base in the plain of Arta fbr the map of the 
western portion as far as the chain of Agrafa; the coast line at 
the two extremities being compared with and corrected from the 
accurate survey of the Gulfs of Volo antf Arta under Captain 
Copeland and Mr. Cooling. . 

Although the boundary, therefore, was examined and politi¬ 
cally determined in its whole extent during the autumn of 1832, 
yet the various difficulties £ adverted to above interposed to pre¬ 
vent the completion of the surveys*md of the map till the spring * 
of 1835. 

Including its sinuosities, the whole extent of the line, from the 
Gulf of Aria to that of Volo, is nearly 137 miles, and was defined 
by 95 land-marks § placed in such positions as any change in its 
direction caused by diversity of feature, or any doubt of the appa¬ 
rent conformation of the ground appeared to require. 

At its commencement from the western exti^mity it intersects 
tbe low sandy promontory of. La Punta (the reputed site of the 

*"^483 *83 English yards. ~ ^ 

f The disturbed state of Western Greece and the disorganized habits of the 
population have deterred the brigade topographique employed on this survey from 
any attempt at its extension to Acarnania and the mount&innuB tracts of Agrafa. 

X The opposition of the Turkish authorities debarring us from all accesB to the 
Ottoman territory, and conBning the operations to the sfc*jthward of the line, not 
only produced great embarrassment in the selection of the stations, hut induced 
the adoption of the scale of 13^33 instead of 33 ^ 33 , which haubeen originally 
intended. 

$ These landmarks, in the inhabited districts at the two extremities, were mostly 
destroyed by the Turks m the winter of 1832: they were restored again in tbe en¬ 
suing summer, and the Greek commissioner attached to the commission being 
personally acquainted with the sites of each of them, their more solid and perma¬ 
nent restoration was confided to the cam of bis government. 

. g 2 
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ancient Actiuip) by a line drawn throughlhe midst of a marsh at 
a medium distance of about three miles from the fort, of the same 
name, which, on the Acarnanian shore, commands the entrance of 
the Gulf of Arta, at that spot-hot more than 600 yards in width, 
between the town of Prevesaon the left, and La Punta on the,right. 

From the eastern shore of La Punta the line traverses the 
Gulf of Arta in a north-east direction, passing between the pro¬ 
montories of Skafidalfi and Panagia, and disposing of the islands 
in the Gulf according to their relative proximity to the northern 
or southern coast line; those of Guidaronisi and Karakotiisi being 
left to Turkey, whilst Kefalo and the group called Vouvalu were 
allotted,.to Greece. None of them are inhabited, with the excep¬ 
tion of Karakonisi, on which is a small convent and chapel dedi¬ 
cated to the Virgin, where two priests reside, and where there is 
a small vineyard and garden, the rest of the island being covered 
with large olives and prickly oak. This island, strictly speaking, 
is connected with the northern shore of the Gulf by two cause¬ 
ways or strips of sand, inclosing extensive lagoons, where the 
water docs not exceed a few inches in depth, the one attaching it 
to the coast near Salagora, about three pules in length, the other 
passing through two small islets of the same group, and meeting 
the shore about two miles and a half to the north-east, near the 
Socca Falsa , or eld mouth of the river Arta. The ancient course 
of the river to this point may be very distinctly traced ; and in 
confirmation of the change having taken place at no very distant 
period, the greater part of the land situated on the present right 
bank is still the property of <tlie village of Komano on the left. 
The connecting causeway of Karakonisi to the eastward passes 
about 200 yards to the southward of the very remarkable Hel¬ 
lenic ruin now called Fido-Kastro, and the position of which 
seems to agree very well with that of the ancient fort of Ambra- 
cus. This consists of an irregular,pentagonal inqlosure of Helle¬ 
nic walls of the third order, surmounted by masonry of a later 
date, apparently jRoman, rising abruptly from the water, with¬ 
out any intervening strand, to a height varying from 15 to 25 feet, 
one side of the pentagon being short, and the general figure ap¬ 
proaching to an irregular quadrilateral of about 160 yards in 
length by 140 in breadth. The Hellenic masonry, in regular 
courses of large blocks* ,rises in most places to ab<tut two-thirds of 
the height of the goosing vfa.ll, the depth of water both within 
and without gbt exceeding a few inches f so that it is only acces¬ 
sible in one of the monoxyla, or canoe-boats hollowed from a 
single trunk, commonly used in the lagoons for fishing. 

Projecting turrets at the northern and southern angles are 
calculated to afford a partial flank of defence to the adjacent sides. 
There are also two turrets on thessides of the quadrilateral facing 
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the north-east and south-west. The entrance toth/inclosed basin 
is the only break in the circuit of the masonry; "it 1 is placed in*the 
south-east angle, and, singularly enough, is the only spot not well 
flanked.* * 

The island of Kefalo appears to have been occitpied at some 
period as a post for the observance or defence of th# entrance of 
the Gulf, as foundations of walls of the usual Roman construc¬ 
tion, in alternate courses of rough masonry*and tile, are traceable 
in the -vykole extent of its coast-line, as well as those of some 
ruined buildings in the interior of the island, which however is of 
very inconsiderable extent, not being more than ^50 yards across, 
and nearly level with the water’s edge. Guidaronisi and the 
group called Vouvalu are barren rocks.f 

After traversing the Gulf of Arta, the line of boundary strikes 
the coast-line at the north-east corner of the Gulf, at about a quar¬ 
ter of a mile to the northward of the ruined metochi of Menidhi, 
at a point where one of the lower offsets of the Macrinoros range 
abuts boldly upon the sca-shore; and it is thehce carried over the 
eastern slope of the basin of the Gulf of Arta, in- a direction 
nearly east-north-east for about fourteen miles and a half. Fol¬ 
lowing the western base of the above-named offset, in a northerly 
direction, for about*three-quartcrs of a mile, to its extremity, the 
line then turns at right angles to the east, crosses a small valley 
or gorge forming the entrance of one of the principal passes of 
the Macrinoros, and is directed towards the base of another 
offset of the same range descending in a direction parallel to "the. 
first. The line then follows the base of this hill for about a 


* This description corresponds exactly with the x\u<rros Xiunv of SeylaX and Diera- 
archus in their notice of Ambmcus; and as the opening of the basin was evidently 
on the side of the ancient channel of Aracthus, it was so vyell protected asto dis¬ 
pense with the necessity of any flank defences. 

f The annexed return will show the comparative value of the several fisheries in 
the Gulf of Arta, as following upon^jhe Greek or Turkish coast-line respectively 
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Fishery of Mazoma and Gnio Vivari . 

— - of Lachi (near Prevela). 

- of Gripo (near Mazoma) .... 

— - of Avlieri and Zeucalia (from Luro to Salaora) . 

-of Logaru (east Of Salaora) .... 

-of Coftra . . . . , . . 


Piastres. 

8,000 

11.500 
3,500 

12.500 
25,000 

250 



Total of Turifc^ fisheries 4J0/250 

of Agrilo (near the Macrinoros) . . . • 6,000 

of Catafrico (near Arapi) .600 

of Kfoza (near Yonitza) . . , 350 


Total of Greek fisheries 6,950 


; . They were let for the^wqs by auctiyt in 1832-. 

The Turkish piast re -in 1835 was e<fuiv^lent to, about 3d. English money. 



86 Memffit on Hie Northern Frontier of Gr&ce. 

quarter of a rSlih^till it arrives at thl> Dohbsa river, at tile ford 
which is crossed by the roadleading from Arta and Comboti to 
the Maprinoros and Karvanserai. It then ascends the Doubsa 
b)\its left bank for about one mile and three-quarters, traverses 
that stream and the offset descending from the Drimonari fatige 
of hills, whidh separates it from the^iver of Comboti, descending 
to the latter by a ravine which joins it about half a mile above the 
village of the same name, occupying an elevated knoll upon the 
right bank. : .y t 

From this point the line ascends the course of the river Com¬ 
boti in an easterly direction for about eight miles and a quarter to 
the soufee of its principal tributary in the plateau of Milia, 
which divides the basin of the Syntecno, of the Comboti and of 
the Arta rivers; and from this plateau, in a direction nearly east 
for about one mile and a half, it attains, on a well-defined ridge, 
the summit of Chelona. 

This mountain, so called from the resemblance which, when 
viewed from a distance in the environs of Arta, it bears to a tor¬ 
toise ( yjtkwrfi ) both in its hump-sliaped form and in the varie¬ 
gated spots of heath, pine, and rock, scattered over its western 
face, is the most prominent and remarkable of the upper chain 
which encircles the basin of the Gulf of Arta to the eastward, 
though in altitude scarcely exceeding those of Veletchico or Syn¬ 
tecno, which flank it to the north and south. Veletchico presents 
a bleak and barren surface to its summit, whilst Syntecno and 
, Sycharitza, still further south, are very remarkable in the distance, 
both from the boldness and sharpness of their outline, and from 
the contrast presented by their bleached calcareous formation to 
the patches of dark pines which in some places mark their rugged 
and almost perpendicular ascents. ' 

The portion of the line here described may be said to cover all 
the principal approaches to Western Greece. The passes of the 
Macrinoros, as well as the ridge of Drimonari, which protects and 
secures their right'flank, afford, in the rear of the river of Com¬ 
boti, an excellent position for its defence. The ridge of Drimo¬ 
nari being flanked by, and in immediate connexion with, the lofty 
mountain-chain of Chelona, and this last falling as abruptly to the 
eastward into the valley of the Aspro, forms an admirable defen¬ 
sive line fr^m the Gutfto the b river. The first four or five miles 1 
from the cOast, t follo(ymg fhfe base of the lower ranges of the Mac¬ 
rinoros, skirt dh the one hand a small but fertile plain, extending 
from the mountains to the marshes and salines of Koprena, on 
the Jfcft bank of .the liter Comboti, but which were specially con¬ 
signed to Turkey. The valley of the Comboti, as well as the 
general face of the country between the Gulf Mid the river 
4^rq, is poyered with* 1 thick woodflncreasing in size Mid" varying 
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in character in the asceht frpm the sea to Mount Chelona; the 
lower levels abounding with many pieties «f tint oak and plane, 
and occasionally with a dense underwood of arbutus, prickly oak, 
mastic, and other shrubs, whilst the upper slopes are studded 
with remarkably fine pine? and silver firs. The only Hellenic 
remains we met with are—.The Castro of the Mricrinoros on 
the summit of a wooded knoll, about 500 feet above the level of, 
the sea, immediately behind Menidhi. On the apex is a small 
Pyrgo spr mounted ^frith masonry of a more modern date, the' 
ensemble of which w a very striking object from every part of the 
Gulf ; and on the slope of the hill to the northward are two outer 
inclosures also gi Hellenic foundations, forming a kind of ad¬ 
vanced work to the first. 2. There are two small Pyrghi further 
to the southward, on the crest of the Macrinoros near Langadia, 
also evidently intended for the defence of the pass, and not calcu¬ 
lated, either by their extent or situation, to afford accommodation 
for any amount of population. Another Hellenic inclosure of 
inconsiderable extent., in the interior of which we found great quan¬ 
tities of broken tile and pottery, occupies an elevated position on the 
Drimonari ridge, near the point of connexion with the Macrinoros, 
and was probably intended to combine a surveillance of the right 
of the passes with that of the valley of the Comboti, leading to 
the vale of Syntecno. s 

From the summit of Chelona* to that of Gabrovo, a space of 
three miles of bare rock, the line is carried along an undulatihg 
ridge, forming, on high table-land, the basin of a Katavothron, the 
most prominent elevations of whffch are called Platovouni and 
Rachigreocopoulo. From Mount Gabrovo to the wooded height of 
I tamo the line traverses the basin of the river Aspro (including 
its tributaries) in a direction east-north-east for nearly thirty-one 
miles. It descends the western slope of this b&sin by the preci¬ 
pitous bed of {^mountain torrent called Stus Kapnus, for about 
three miles and a half to it! junction with the Aspro, at about 
one-third of the distance from the bridge of Korakos to that of 
Tartarina, the only two permanent communications across the 
river in this district, when swoln by winter rains, though at other 
seasons it is every where fordable, being reduced to an insignificant 
stream, almost losing itself amongst ti^/white .beds of alluvial 
•shingle from uftrich it derives its name. 

Both these bridges pre remarkably for the bq) drills of theif 
design and spread of their span of arch;tbat of Kofakos espe¬ 
cially (which rgmains to Turkey as her Ifrie of communication 
between Arta and Radovitch, and Trikala and LarisSa) is perijaps 
unrivalled in the hardihood and lightness of its structure. 

* Colonel Leake, in bis map of Na||heni Greece, h|p given the name of Furka to 
this mountain, but Mount Furka ia afprehendei-to be a part of Agrafe, on the left 
bank of the river Aspro. • 
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> The span ^fihe arch measures 132 fee$; the total lengthy of the 
roadway from i%k tO rock iyl 8 l feet; whilst the width, including 
a. narrow and very low pat&pfet, does not exceed 7 feet 8 inches, 
and the height above the'bed ot the river is 125. The road itself 
is*barely 6 £eet in width ; nor does it appear, by the approaches 
on either bank, to have been ever, intended for wheel commutti- 
f cation.. The rocks on either side rise perpendicularly-to a great 
height, and nothing can be more striking than the effect of this 
narrow rib of masonry, connecting the two precipitous banks of 
the Aspro, at the point where it issues in hr romantic glen from 
the wild gorges of the Tzumerka and Agrafiote mountains, and 
in a situation inhere, the traveller is least prepared to meet with so 
beautiful and singular a triumph of the skill of the engineer, 
resembling more the flying buttress of some light Gothic edifice, 
th&i a substantial and permanent communication for man and 
beast over the foaming torrent of the first river in Greece. Its 
construction is attributed to the enterprise of the Prior of the 
monastery of Durikon in Thessaly, and considering its distance 
from the convent, it does no less credit to the liberality and public 
spirit of the Caloyers, than to the skill of the engineer.* Bridges 
of this description, however, are not uncommon in this district: in 
the valley of the river Petrillo there is one,, of which the arch, 
still perfect, measures 86 feet, whilst its breadth is scarcely 8 . 
There are two others in the valleys of the Platanies and Rafto- 
poulo of similar proportions ; but the communications leading to all 
thpse, excepting Korakos, have been long since broken up and 
abandoned, though the arches remain entire. They appear to be 
all of ancient date. 

From the mouth of the Stus Kapnus to that of the Platanies 
river, the line follows the bed of Aspro for about two-thirds of a 
mile, passing under a ruined bridge having the remains of three 
arches, the piers of the central and widest being 68 feet apart. 
It is known by the name of Stais Trichais, from the practice of 
restoring a temporary communication daring the winter months 
by means of hair ropes. 1 The shore on either side is low and 
flat, with a narrow strip of cultivated ground on the left bank. 

From the mouth of the Platanies 4]je boundary ascends the 
course of that river in ^-north-east direction to its source,in the 
mountain of. Trornata,^%>rpjecting buttress of the great central 
chain of Plndus, whhm it attains in Mount Bugikaki, by a crest 
of six miles and a half hr length, certain peaks of which are knetyn 
by the names of Aphorismeni, Pende Pyrghi, Tria Sinora, v and 
Stavron to Pastrikon. ^ 

1 'he course of the Platanies is the existing boundary between 
the'-districts of Leontitos and Megali Vrisi, and the crest from 

* It is difficult to conceive from what Ififthority M. PoUqucville drew up hit 
notice of this bridge, which he describes hs consisting of eight arches. 
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Tzornata toTria Sinora^l^stween those of Petrillost^d Provata^ 
the Tria Sinara, as the name denotesdjjei; grthe point of junction 
between the two latter and that or^Megali Vran^iana. Th» 
ravine by .which the Platanies descends from Tzornata is a ro¬ 
mantic glen covered with thick wood, the oak and plai^p gradually 
giving place, in the approach to,the mountain ridge, to varieties of 
the pine and silver fir. Of these last we measured tfwo, of 18 
and 14 feet girth, respectively, and there were many others of 
nearly equal size. ^ ^ " 

At Papa to Pedema the river appears to have forced its way 
through a wall of rock, many hundred feet in perpendicular 
height, the rocks on either side approaching so dfosely, that-a 
traditionary legendUm support of its name, dohotes it as having 
been leapt across by some active priest, whose name, however, 
has not been preserved to give better authority to the feat. • 

It can scarcely excite, surprise that the events of the last twenty 
years, should have had even a more withering effect upon the 
population of this portion of Northern Greece than on any other 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the frontier. Even during 
the lifetime of Ali Pasha of Jannina, the wild inhabitants of these 
secluded glens, forming the districts of Upper Agrafa, were only 
kept in awe by the strong arm and able administration of the 
despot; 'but when the reins of authority were loosened by his 
death, and when the subsequent resolution in Greece not only 
made these fastnesses the common haunt and refuge of every* 
.border bandit, but left it still uncertain to which power they mighty 
eventually fall, and therefore made both parties alike indifferent 
to the tranquillity or organization of so distant and unprofitable a 
tract, all the ordinary pursuits of social life were relaxed and 
abandoned, and the habits of J-lie population degenerated into the 
reckless calling of mere Klephtic hordes. 

Many villages ,have in consequence disappeared; others are 
reduced to heaps of ruins or simple kalybea, mere groups of huts 
suited to the nomadic habits of the occupants; and the cultiva¬ 
tion of a little barley and maize in the more favoured spots is 
nearly the amount of their agricultural produce. 

Petrillos, a succession o&Jsmall hamlets in the sequestered glen 
of the same name, shut inv between Mounts Karavi, Bugikaki, 
?Dd Tzornata, and noted by Colonel Leakpi& the second town of 
Agrafa, had at this moment (1832) Wly tv&> inhabitedfbouses, 
thoughthe ruins of many others, in every stage oftdecay, lay 
scattered for a considerable extent on both sides of the ravine. 

The general formation of this part of the Agrafiote range js 
calcareous, varying very much in character, and with the strata 
generally very highly inclined. No rocks of a primitive character 
were observed, though in the i$pre northern ranges of Pindus, 
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between Mbbmvoand Calabaka, l^t%]||irpentine and granite are 
found in abundance. , |ft£- '• ••? 

* The sudden transitioiw bf climate in this district -render it 
extremely unhealthy during'the autumn months. It is true that 
no part pfVthe central range of mountains is above thb le^l of 
perpetualifrost, and before the of August the highest peak* 
of rindug are bare of snow ; but yet the intense heats of summer 
had scarcely subsided when, so early as the 14th of September, 
the secondary ranges of, hills were cappe^ with snow, and long 
before the end of October even the lowertfevels were covered to 
a considerable depth. This unusual severity indeed was transient, 
though its ordinary effect is to impede, and frequently altogether 
to interrupt, the communications during tlie winter months 
between Eastern and Western Greece, by the bridges of Korakos 
Slid Tartarina, owing to the insufficiency of traffic ,|;o keep the 
road open, so that travellers with loaded mules passing from Arta 
to Zeitoun or Trieala are forced to take the highroad by Jan- 
nina, through Thessaly, in order to pass the chain of Pindus by 
the beaten route to the capital, and even this, being never cleared 
by manual labour, is frequently, after every fresh fall, impassable 
for many days together. 

From Mount Bugikaki the boundary line descends the great 
chain of the A£rafiote mountains to the cave of Spilia Kamako, 
the principal source of the Karitza, which here rushes from the 
“perpendicular face of the rock in a stream of considerable force. 
.This cave is very extensive, the roof in the interior being studded, 
with large stalactites, and *Si ruined chapel of the Panagia, the 
probable successor of some heathen Fane of early date, renders 
it an occasional point of devotional resort to the Thessalian 
villagers. ** 

From this point the boundary follows the course of the Karitza, 
in a direction S.K. for about five miles, to its junction with the 
Mangiar or Mangeri river, which in the lower part of its course 
takes the name*of Mqgdova, and after receiving the tributaries 
of Agrafiotico, and the river of Carpenisi, discharges itself into 
the Aspro below the bridge of Tartarina, nearly opposite the 
mouth of the Syntecno. 4 > ;; 

It takes its rise in die eastern base of Mounts Karavi and Affen- 
dico, a projecting ojfifefc of the first, and after traversing the plain 
of Necropolis in a southerly direction, turns to the S.W. and 
intersects, Almost at right angles, the great chain from wlifiace it 
derives its source. 

;* The connecting feature, forming the hog'sback, aswe should 
term it, of Greece, lies, therefore, in the comparatively low range 
of hills to the eastward of N eochori, and forming the Western 
slope Of the great 'basin of Thessaly. This feature originating 
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in the lower e&stern slope! pf Mount Karavi, after encircling th! 
plains of Metropolis by a range of K^ferate height and undu* 
lating character, rises, in I tamo and Qasplovouni, to sharper crests * 
and peaks of mol®!! decided prominence, which it preserves to • 
MoniSt Vtdgari, where it again falls to the low neck end table- 
formed ridge of Zacharachi V^si, from whence it branches to 
the chains of Othtji and (Eta. 

From the moutl of the Karitza the boundary line follows the 
bed of theJM angeri fi|M,about 300 yards to that of the Moueha, 
which it ascends for dearly three miles to the source of its prin¬ 
cipal and central branch in the Mount I tamo, a verv remarkable 
double-topped peak, thickly covered with pines* From Mount 
Itamo it follows thi crest of the line of hills, of which the prin¬ 
cipal summits are named Caprovouni and Vulgari, in a S.S.E. 
direction for a space of thirteen miles and a half, to the neck of 
Zacharachi Vrisi, the connecting link of the chains of CEta and 
Othrys with the main chain of Pindus, and, consequently, the 
point of division between the basins of the Aspro, the Sperchius, and 
the Salembria ; including, of course, their respective tributaries. 

The exact site of this spot, so interesting in a geographical, 
and so important in a political light, since *the direction of the 
central portions of the‘line resulted wholly from its determination, 
was ascertained to be about eleven ipiles N.E. of Veluchi, the 
ancient Tymphrestus, and about three miles due east of Furna; 
and, as the table-land of Zacharachi, though not of a very pro-* 
minent character, or very boldly defined, is an open down, and* 
perfectly clear of wood, no difficulty ^existed in the exact defini¬ 
tion of the several ravines and gullies forming the basins we were 
desirous of determining. Veluclii bad hitherto been supposed 
to be the connecting point of the three chains of CEta, Othrys, 
and Pindus, but in fact lies wide of Othrys, and is a part of the 
chain of CEta, or, more strictly speaking, of the great chain of 
Greece, and becomes the parent of Guiena, Vardoussia, and 
Parnassus, the three most lofty mountains^ Northern Greece. 

From Zacharachi Vrisi to Mount Samendroula the line is 
carried along the crest of l|lls generally known by the name of 
Othrys, in a direction at firlrt nearly S. for .about five miles,; and 
then, making a sharp turn fit the Tambour of Aios Elias, Nearly 
E.'for about fifty-Ihve miles, including the m'fjiy sinuosities of the 
fklge. Which from Aios EU&s to the mountains of Gjira ^Othrys 
proper) is very undecided in its general character,. ?3hd, though 
an unbroken line of partition between the basins of the Spetchius 
and the Salembria, is frequently so low and ill-defined, as woU 
ae$ in many places, SO covered with thick coppice wood, and with 
Katavothra on the very crest, as to make its determination ex¬ 
tremely intricate, and to render proportiodhte increase in the 
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number ofrjand-marks indispensabl e.fiifr this portion of the line. 
From Zacharadhi to Sam&idroula these amount to'sixty/' 

Vj^herever the lxnmdaly? happened to approach #%> intersect 
any inhabited district, the most intense anxiety haturaljy prevailed 
v amongst e^Ll classes of the population to profit by the advantages 
which the .new territorial division presented. A very, remarkable 
instance of this occurred in the village of Janitzou, consisting of 
about sixty well-built houses, many of them oft*tone, and of two 
stories in height, with two small chapels, and the inhabitants, of 
course, like all the rural population, wliollyGreek. This village, 
placed about 200 yards below the ridge of Othrys on the northern 
slope, having necessarily, from its situation, been consigned to 
Turkey, the inhabitants, embarrassed by the hardship of their 
position, which moreover separated them from some of their best 
iand lying on the southern slope of the hill, and finding any 
alteration of the line in amendment of their position impossible, 
set themselves to work to remedy the inconvenience by trans¬ 
ferring their locale ; and, by the following year, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the Turkish authorities, they had removed the 
materials of their houses, stone by stone, to an eligible site on 
the Greek slope of c the hill. All traces of Palea Janitzou, as 
the village is already called, will probably, therefore, soon dis¬ 
appear, and a similar feeling will operate in producing, at no very 
distant period, a very important effect upon the population of 
4hose districts which adjoin the frontier. 

The subsoil of the whole range of Othrys is a limestone of. 
various and highly-inclined strata, occasionally mixed with iron 
ore, amyanthe, and asbestos. The presence of iron is in many 
places so strongly developed, and the facility of land carriage to 
the Gulf of Zeitoun would be so .great, that there can be little 
doubt of its becoming one day a source of national wealth, 
whenever the resources or capital of the country can be brought 
to bear upon the working of the ore. 

At the Derveni of JFurka the crest is traversed by the high 
road leading from Zeftotm to Thaumako and Larissa; from this 
point it assumes, for a few miles, a bolder outline, but beyond 
Audinitza falls again into a very low and extremely intricate 
feature, covered with thick wood, till it rises, beyond Petroula, 
into the knot of maintains known as the Ghra Mountains, ® of 
which fhe highest peak, to the westward of Samendroula, is 
named Jertocaoouni. These, branching out towards the Gulf of 
Volo, form Mounts Khlomo and Tragovouni to the eastward, and 
to c the northward, circling round to the westward of Asmeyro, 
form the link of connexion to Pelion and Ossa, and the eastern 
slope of the basin of Thessaly. 

The direction oft the eastern extremity, of the line, in its 
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descent from the chain ,$£ Othrys to the s^nre jf the Gnh^ 
Volo, was (je^sped by mb position o£^he past' ofl^hTomo, which 
having begjo^pecially assigned to Greece, and included higher. 
. territory, necessitated the adoption ofjsL boundary to the northward 
of the ridge on which it lies, between PteleO and Surbis. 

. s Aminute examination of the ground leaving no doubt of the 
accuracy of'Sir William Gell’s description of this pass, and of 
the position wiliest occupies, the course of the Surbioti&b, which 
runs at the foot of the mountain, was selected from its source in 
Mount Safhendroula f#dts mouth in the { JBay of Surbis, a distance 
of fourteen miles and a half in a N.N.E. direction. In the 
upper part of its course this river, which there take» the name of 
Rossouli, is circumscribed by the lower features Of Mount Samen- 
droula into a narrow and densely-wooded ravine, till it emerges 
into the plain of Surbis by a romantic gorge about three milea 
from the village of that name, in the cultivation and irrigation of 
the maize fields and mulberry orchards of which, the original 
channel is diverted, and in many places almost lost. 

The village of Graditza, as described by Sir William Gell, in 
his map and itinerary, as well as in Mr. Dodwell’s tour, and 
copied from thence into Lapie’s map, has no existence in the 
position assigned to it, the large and once flourishing village on 
that site having been long known by the name of Gardiki; but 
even had it been, correctly designated; it would have been impos¬ 
sible to reconcile it with the pass of Khlomo, or to include the, 
latter in the Greek territory by any well-defined line running in 
'the immediate vicinity of the other. • 

The unchecked marauding parties of the frontier Klephtes 
have reduced Gardiki, Gura, Surbis, and every village in this 
district, to a state of the greatest destitution. Half the houses 
were unoccupied, or in ruins, and the law of the strongest being 
the only one at that period in force, no security or protection was 
afforded to the unfortunate inhabitants, of whom scarcely a third 
remained, compared with the numbers, mrior t<i the revolution. 
Several of these villages, sufck as Echinoaw Ekinos, angs now mere 
kalybea, and their sites may probably soon cease to bte occupied. 

It will be seen by the ^preceding notice that the line of de¬ 
marcation between Turkey and Greece if traced through^tp; by 
natural features as well as definqd hy artificial land-marks; by 
the base of the lower features of the Macfinoros; bj#the six 
streams of the Comboti, the Stous Kapnuus, the Pf^tanies, the 
Karifza, the Moucha, and the Surbiotico, with the three intervening 
crests of Chelona, Agrafa, and Othrys. The chain of Ckelopa 
is traversed by the two first;—that of Agrafa, by the third anti 
fourth;—and the ascent and descent of the range of Othrys, at 
its two extremities, is traced by the Moucha find Surbiotico. , 

It will not be supposed that tin# boundary forms a line of 
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separation jbetween the Christian and Mohan^medan papi^atipp*, 
«or that. th^Jp&ez jj>dee& % are to be man d at a^-, |tr, yicuiity. 
Personal comfort and perianal security naturally'dTurks 
1 together in the larger towns, leaving , the rural districts entirely 
* to the care and cultivation*of their rayabs. In Patredjick and 
Zeitoun tuey were formerly to be m<|t with inypnnside^pble num¬ 
bers ; but having' sold their property and retired ujm$i Thessaly, 
so sooivfts the cession of these district^ beeape known, not a 
Mussulman is now to be found in either town; and with the 
exception of the occasional visits of the J^ervent- Agns, and the 
collectors of taxes, no Turkish authority is ever to be met with in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the frontier. The wild and steril 
character of the country which it traverse^ Resenting no induce¬ 
ment for the exertions of a population so scanty in amount, the only 
cultivated ground to be met with is found at the two extremities, 
in the neighbourhood of Comboti and Surbis, in the valley of the 
Karitza, and upon the crest of Otlirys in the vicinity of Janitzou. 

The annexed Heights were obtained during thd Survey of the 
line of Frontier: they are only given as a close approximation to 
the truth, as the instruments made use of were too small for very 
accurate observations. The positions are not here given, as they 
are all marked on the map. 


General Position. 

Name of Mountain. 

Height in feet. 

Range of Pindus . . . 

Bugikaki . . 

7,159 

Near Carpenitza . . 

Velluchi . . 

7,657 

Range of CEta .... 

Katavothron . 

7,071 

W. of the Aspro . . . 

Gabrovo . . 

6,479 

99 - 

Chelona . . 

6,312 

» 3> ... 

Sycharitza . . 

5,908 

E. of the Mangeri . . 

Itamo . . . 

5,789 

E. of the Aspro ... 

^Carries . . . 

5,764 

Range of Othrys . . . 

^Jeracovouni . 

5,669 

„ of Agrafa,,^,. . . 

Stano . . . 

5,538 

»j ^ CEta . . 

Goullena . . 

4,862 

„ ^ of Othrys . . . 

Andinitza . . 

4,392 

Opposite Zumero . . 

Zurmentzallo . 

3,625 

, .Range of Othrys . . . 

Janitzou . . 

3,431 

■* V , 

v » n ' • • * 

Xero Youni . 

3,213 

1 

99 )) C • • " • 

Megalo Issoma 

3,045 

Near gulf of Volo . . 

Khlomo . . 

2,950 

Ncgi&pont. 

Lithada . . 

2,222 

S. of port Pteleo . . . 

Tragovouni 

2,106 

Macrinoros .... 

Langadia . . 

1,433 

S. of .the Gulf of Arta . 

Amynderos 

1,421 

Near* „ „ 

Kastri . . . 

1,365 
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Vm^Miea made on a Journey to the Source qfthe finer Oronfee .. 
tn Syria, /mSeptember, ‘1834. By W. Burckhardt Barker, Esq.. 
—ComickWEated by Dr. Eee, LL.D.—JKearf FaK 15, 1830* * 

[The following note»?#ere extracted from*«, journal kppt by Mr. W. B. 
Barker, dicing a journey through a considerable portion’ o£ Syria in 
1835. Thb writer W them, whose father, J. Barker, Esq., many years 
consul at Aldf$»© and afterwards at Alexandria, is well known for his 
obligingness and haj^tality to all travellers in the JSast, has the advan¬ 
tage of speaking ana writing Arabic as his native language. His route 
led him fromJBeimt to B&run and Kandbin, over Mount Lebanon to 
Ba’lbek, thence to the source of the Orontes; returning by ’Ain-netd* to 
Tripoli, and thence along $0 coast as far as Suweidiyah, ngar the mouth 
of the Orontes, —a joqraey of about 400 miles. As the greater part of 
this route has been alreipy described by Maundrell, Squire, Burckhardt, 
Irby and kfsngles, La Martine, and other travellers, the extracts selected 
are chiefly those which give a description of the passage of Lebanon and* 
the journey to the sources of the Orontes; no account of the latter, it is 
believed, having been published: these notes also acquire an additional 
interest at the jiresent moment, since so large a part of the country to. 
which they relate was desolated by the <#idely-felt earthquake by which 
Syria was visited in the beginning of the present year.] 

August, 1835 . —Left Beirut in the afternoon, with the in¬ 
tention of sleeping thq first night at Nahr el Kelb, or Dog’s 
River. The road, after crossing the Nahr el Sali'b, lies along 
the sea-shore to the northward till we borne to a craggy promon¬ 
tory, on the northern side of which flows the stream; over the • 
hill is a well-contrived ascent, which I should attribute to Roman, 4 
if not to a more ancient construction; em the left, and close to the 
water’s edge, are the remains of what appear to liave been baths. 
On the top of the hill on the right, and overhead in a conspi¬ 
cuous position, are three inscriptions, which have been lately 
copied in plaster by Signor Bonomi.f 

The situation here is very picturesque ; two precipitous rocks 
form a ravine, through which flows the Nahr el Kelb, under a 
curiously-contfived bridge, which is only ntade use of during the 
winter inundations. :■W 

Two hours’ slow walking brought me to Juni, situated behind 
a promontory similar to that of Nahr el Kelb, but smaller, in a 
pretty volley open to the sea, and on a sandy beach where |b©ats 
bring wheat, barley, and dhurrah,| for sale, and pay to Mohammed 
’All a duty of five piastres per ardeb.§* This place furnishes silk, 

—----•- 1 -s- 

* *A'in-net-e (yj), ‘ the forth-coming spring.’ 

f See Signor Bonomi’s account of these inscriptions, just published lathe 
Transactions of the Royal Society of Literature. *• 

1 Sorghum vulgare, the JuwSr of Hinddstda.—F. S. %• 

$ The Ardeb in Cairo is abontthree bushels of our measure, and ©fie piastre eqdal 

.*, .. . - ■ * 
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established kerefor the 


' v w' 

*. which this«ye>ar ha% failed, on account perhaps of, the disordered 
state of ih^fiep^fewho were all dispensed in — 

praM , mtothefarmy, and cbhld v ^0t ^ay suffich 
their' p^te^ons., 1_ slept £his evertidg in tt^cdf^ 
Armeman,afine hearty old man of mojfe thin eigl 


ition to 
an 

"yearsof 

y -1 

, ,. o _ v . v _ _ ■§. . 13X&, and 

had learnt Arab&€$markably well. "HejstiHf 'htftrS&F, preferred 
Turkish,and was .quite delighted to could converse 

; with him in that language. He doubled his attentions, and Spent 
part of the night recounting his adventures. H& had°two Arme- 
. man Bibles in his possession. He was much grieved at the loss 
of the best of his sons, a young man W twenty-three, but ap¬ 
peared resigned to the will of Providence» 

A little beyond Juni is another promonffcfry that projects into 
a lhe sea in the same way as the two last-mentioned, S&id over it 
the road has been cut. On the left stands an old tower or light¬ 
house, which may perhaps be cited in proof of a story told in 
this country, but for which -1 cannot vouch,—that' the Empress 
Helena, when the cross hadween found, ordered light-houses or 
beacons to be built from Jerusalem to Constantinople, which on 
the day of the opening of the tomb of our Saviour she caused to 
be lighted, and thus conveyed the news to her capital by a sort 
of telegraph; and they show to this day a similar tower strongly 
built at Ras Beirut, at about twenty minutes’ walk from tbe 
. town. 

Half way to Jubeil* is the beautiful little river Nahr Ibrdhim, 
* over which is a high bridge A little further on I was overtaken 
by twp Druse f ladies, who were going to see their friends near 
Jubeil; their dress, which was rich, and covered with a white veil 
that concealed the whole person, was kept over their heads by a 
sort of silver horn. The agility of these women is astonishing: 
they appear not in the least encumbered by their robes, mounting 
and descending from their donk^s without any assistance. When 
riding they puj off tbpr slippers for fear of dropping them by 
the way, -HI* - f: 

Beyon#|f«beil by fhe coast there is a spunge fishery; whence 
a great number of spunges of a fine quality are collected every 
year j^y some Greek sailors, who come from Syria, and are gene- 
rally'^mder French protection, c 

is a similar fishery to the south of Bei^fit, btfween it 
and Sai(ld fa Sidon. B&trtin has had b pretty good harbour, but 
it is now filled ujfwith mud and sand, and only small boats can 






* 13te IattlpMountain, the first vowel is very rapidly and indistinctly uttered, 
hence Burekhardt spells it Djehail (Syria, p. 8. 

-• f Properly Derx$ for f>urdit, coni«nonly written Druse, is theplural.—F. S. 
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enter. From B&trun I left the coast for : the inferior of the 
country, -j. -VV . . 

At onehtOur from BAtruh, after a pretty ridealong the valley, 
we reach Castle of Maseilihahj.probably Turldsh It stands 
on a rochi ^if^ W^bout 100 feet high. A . £ " 

On the way tq^Kanubin, .before one ascendf the mountain which 
leads to Tirzah and thenCfe to Haddad and Bldeman (where the 
Maronite patri^dli resides in summer), in the plairt> «jfc half an * 
hour's distance irom the road, stands the old church of Beizah; 
it has fonr Ionic columns, of which three are standing. The 
ascent before reaching Tirzah is tedious, but the road pretty 
good. I slept here under the wall of a Maronit* church, and 
heard the psalmqd & o f the villagers. 

The next inorrimg I arrived in two hours at Haddad, after 
passing^ very bad road up a steep ascent. * .<*. 

I was here delighted with the manners of the superior, who, 1 
though not an old man, has really a venerable patriarchal ap¬ 
pearance; his conduct towards ^everybody is marked by that 
humility which governs by the Sceptre of love: this be sways 
with great power and honour, and does credit to the confidence 
necessarily placed in him. He is absolute master; no prince 
can reign more effectually over his people. * He lias private pro¬ 
perty, which renders him independent of his flock. The 
patriarch was residing in a country house at Bidem&n, about two 
hours from Haddad, and on the top of the mountain. His sep 
is at Kanubin. The monks here are jealous of their library, 
and on my asking what books they had, I was answered “ none. ' 
I obtained, however, permission to see them all, and looked them 
over one by one; they consist chiefly of books oi devotion, many 
in Latin. They have a printed work in Arabic on Trigonometry, 
and three books of which I t<x>k a note,* but which must be known 
in Europe. The rest were prayer-books and theological discus¬ 
sions in Syriac and Arabic. >*There were no Coptic or Cufic 
manuscripts. • "" ^ , 

On the road from Bidem&n to Bisbema (the village .nearest to 
where the cedars are of the greatest size) is the in#Mt delightful 
scenery imaginable; nothing to equal or surpass it out of Europe. 
You may easily fancy yourself in a fairy land; every thing seems 
to grow spontaneously. No peasants are seen at work ,; they 
have nothing to do but to sow and «reap, atid the abundance of 
water that flows on every*side saves them the trouble#>firrigating. 
I never had a pleasanter ride. The poplar, the dark-green 
walnut-trees, and the weeping willows, form a beautiful contrast 


* 1. The discourses of Lokmin the Sage. 
The Tale of King Kfil’&d aad his Verfr. 

VOL. VII. • 


2. A Poem by ’Fulbfia Foddl 3, 

# * * 

H . 
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with the barges rocks that hang in huge precipices ever won, 
wbile you pass throtlgH a fertile land, refreshed by W^r-Jalls in 
all directions ; ahd the distant view of the cedars oh the bare 
rock, at the foot of asnQW-cappted mountain, enchants t&e traveller 
and raises hj,s expectation of the far-famed forests of Sblonjpn. 
The quiet appearance of this remote quarter seeths to dehbte the 
hand of Providence majestically pointing oft this place as fit for 
the retreat; Of religion in an oppressed landfel v 

Having slept at Bisherrd, I proceeded the next day to visit the 
cedars. There are manjlplaces in the mountain Wher^ this tree 
grows, but in the spot usually shown there are about 600 toge¬ 
ther.* Beford’it reaches them, the road taiHes a turn to the right, 
and passes along a cliff, the rock of whichxi^ so smooth in a 
slanting direction, that I was tempted to Believe it Ijad been 
artificially formed, in order to slide to Bisherr£ the immense 
blocks of wood used for the building of the Temple, and was 
more encouraged in this opinion by an examination. ,of the road 
to Bisherr£, which would not^ensily allow of such vast pieces 
passing over it; whereas they might have been launched down 
this slanting rock to the foot of the hill, and carried thence to 
Bfdemdn by way of llasrun. 

I was disappointed by the cedars, although I saw alt that I 
could have expected. From the cedars mounting the adjoining 
rock, I reached, in an hour’and a half, the place where snow is 
lying all the year round, and descending on the other side, found 
ipyself, after six hours’ ride, at Dcir el A lunar. | After passing 
through ’Ainncte,whither*the inhabitants of Bisherra go for 
wheat and barley, the road to Deir el Alunar is between hills 
which gradually decrease in height, and are the natural con¬ 
tinuation of Mount Lebanon. At t,his place begins the plain, at 
the further end of which, and at the foot of the Anti Libanus, 
stands Ba’lbek or Baaletli, mentioned in Scripture as having been 
built by Solomon.§ The old foundations to the north-west of 
the Temple consist of smjh stupendous stones from 30 to 67 feet 
in length, as^coukl not’*asily be removed, and although much in 
the way, three of the largest, measuring 63, 64, and 67 feet 

* Of course tho author must include in this number the young trees as well as 
the old patriarchs of the forest, as we learn from Bellonius, who visited them in 
the middle of the sixteen^ century, that 1 only 28 of these large trees were standing. 
Father Dandiui, in 1600, counted 20; Thevenot, in 1657, found 22; Maundrell, in 
1696, only 16 pVococke, in 1737, counted 15 ; Burckhardt, in 1810, reckoned 12; 
Dr., Richardson, in 1818, found them reduced to 7; and M. de La Martine, in 1832, 
speaks of 7 still remaining, but the snow prevented liis reaching them.—Ed. 

JFhe whole number amount to about 400, according to Burckhardt (Syria, p. 19). 

f The Red (Jpivent, erroneously spelt Akhmar by Burckhardt, p. 17. 

^ + Spelt Ainate (perhaps ’Ain at6, u e. gift-spring) by Mr. Barker. 

” $ 8 Chronicles, chap, wii.6. 



respectively still form a part of the wfclL Tlffese, from the 
appearahice of the stone, are .evidently of a more ancient elate 
than ihe rest, and tend to confirm^ the tradition that ascribes them 
to the tithe of^jSolomon; but these rtttris have been too oftvSnr 
measured and described /or me to add anything further. 

From JJa’lbek I started for the source of the Orontes, a place 
little kribWn, arid |jfeited by few, if any, European travellers’, 
from the danjffer sahd to attend it. Tl*e MetaWtflis, a tribe 
which i^in possession of these parts, are known for their hatred of 
all sects that differ from them in point of religion ; but by passing 
myself off for an officer of Ibr&him PasM, I procured a guide 
with whom I ventured to trust myself in the forest that night, in 
spite of the notclifous character t>f his tribe. 

At jb hour’s ride from Ba’lbek, before one reaches the first 
descehf'and on the left of the road, I saw a perfect sarcophagus 
and two broken ones, which had all been opened. Tins 
place might have been a burying-ground of the ancients, and 
some excavations would probably throw light on the subject. 
Through the valley runs a little stream, by the aid of which we 
made an excellent breakfast on bread, cheese, and cucumbers. 
Ascending on the other side, T proceeded in an E.N.E. direction 
along the foot of Anti-Libanus nearly on a plain till twelve o’clock, 
when I came to a village called Lat>weh, after having passed an 
encampment of Turkomans to the right of the road, at a place 
called Shaad. Labwch is at the foot of the range of Anti-Libanus 
on the top of a hillock, near which passes a small stream vvhiMi ■ 
has its source in the adjoining mountains, and after flowing for 
several hours through the plain, falls into the basin from which 
springs the Orontes. 

At six hours east of LabWeh I reached Fikhf, a village beauti¬ 
fully situated in a small valley, on a parallel nearly with the plain, 
and at the foot of the said range of the Anti-Libanus. 

I here procured another Metaw&li guide, and proceeded with 
him first to Ar-Ras* or " the head,” bein^h village at the extremity 
of the range. Here a few Christians af'e suffered t > dwell sepa¬ 
rately from the other inhabitants, that they may do the manual 
work necessary in the cultivation of such parts of the plain as 
are within reach of the river of Labweh. 

. Traversing the plain in a north-east direction for three, hours, I 
regained the river of Labweh, along tne banks of whsgh two hours’ 
ride brought me towards evening to the source of the Orontes, 
called by the people El ’A'sf j or “ the rebel,” from its occasional 
violence and windings, during a course of about 200 miles if? a 

* Abu-l-feda (Syria, p. 150). 

f ‘ From its refusing to water the fields without bei»g compelled by means in 
watering-wheels/ says Abu-l-fed& (Syria, p. 149).—F. S. 
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northerly direction, passing through Homs and Hamftfa, SsSidj 
finally discharging itself into the sea at Snweidi'ah nearAtttioeh. 
The source here springs with some violence from a natural basin 
■k the rock, of a triangular ftfrm, measuring about fifty paces, 
and nearly concealed on 1 each side by trees and bushes,bfvwhieh 
chestnut, willow, and a dwarf oak, are the most common. ’ ’ 

«■ The Lahweli flows along the base of thip$f£$ngle iii a north¬ 
east direction, and mingles its little current with the stream from 
the spring which here runs at a considerable rate. The three 
barren perpendicular rocks 'which enclose this little spot form a 
striking contract with the verdure that grows# as it were, upon the 
water beneath. On the south side of the basin, at the top of the 
rock, there is an excavation of several rooms*said to have been 
the hermitage of M&ron the first Maronite; two roQins are 
of*easy access, but the others can only be climbed uptb with 
difficulty. 

Having made a sketch of this rarely-visited and secluded spot, 
I quitted it, and took the direction of Bisherra by another road, 
which, towards Marzehim, led over the low chain of hills I 
have already mentioned, as a natural continuation of Libanus; 
these lulls were covered with brushwood, and with bellut, a 
species of oak,* almond-trees, buckthorn, wild thyme in abun¬ 
dance, and other ‘aromatic herbs. 

Marzehim is situated near a beautiful fertile plain, through 
which runs a fordable rivulet. I did not go up to the village, 
which would have taken me out of the way, but proceeded alone, 
and unfortunately, after milch fatigue in ascending Mount 
Libanus, lost all traces of the road, so that instead of passing 
to the right which would have taken me to Bisherr&, I had to 
descend a precipice where the foot »*of man could scarce find a 
level space to rest upon, and such as even few quadrupeds would 
venture to descend. 

Towards evening I reached the bottom and slept at an encamp¬ 
ment of Arabs, Vhere$j§ was hospitably treated; and the fol¬ 
lowing morning I returned by ’ Ainnete to Bisherra, having again 
missed my way. 

From Bisherra I took the road to Tripoli, which, after the first 
two hours, continues nearly on a level. From Tripoli I con¬ 
tinued by the route, along the v coast passing through Tortosa, 
Markab, ai^ Latakia,f and crossing the Orontes, reached 
Suweiydiah on the 22nd of August. 


^Annexed is a brief account of the late dreadful earthquake in 
Syria, extracted from the letters of Mr. Moore, British Consul 

tf “' , - - — -- ■■------—... . . 

' * Quercus Ballotoji-F. S. | Properly El L&dhiklyah.—f\ S. 
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Sft Beirtit, to his Majesty’s Government, and from tfther authentic 
sowcasi.; • 

, January 1, 1837*—At 4 h. 35 m. p.m. the first shock of tine 
earthquake was felt in the city of* Beirut. It was accompanied, 
by a rnrabling' noise, and lasted ten seconds, and* appeared to 
proceed from the north JV No buildings were thrown down in the 
town; but without th e walls seven or eight houses^, built on a 
sandy foundation, fell, and one or two lives were, lost. The 
course of the river Ontilias* (?) near Beirut was suspended, and the 
mills oifits banks were deprived of water for some hours. When 
the stream returned to its bed the waters were turbid, and of a 
reddish, sandy colour. The atmosphere during* the day of the 
earthquake waselftse, and charged with electricity. Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer stood at 66°, but rose to 70° five minues after the 
earthquake; for four or five minutes after the shock the connqatss 
was still agitated. The weather had been unusually inild and 
fine during the last few weeks. The oldest inhabitants of Beirut 
do not remember so severe an earthquake. 

At Damascus, four minarets and several houses were thrown 
down, the b&z&rs damaged, and eight or ten individuals killed or 
wounded. , 

The cities of Tyre and Sidon were greatly injured. 

At Acri, part of the fortifications were overthrown, and several 
persons killed or maimed. 

Tiberias is entirely destroyed ; nothing but the baths remain¬ 
ing. The lake rose and swept away many of the inhabitants. , 

The town of Safety is a heap of ruins, and nearly the whole of 
its inhabitants have perished; not more than seven, or by some 
accounts, not more than five in the hundred, of the population 
survive; and their sufferings, augmented by exposure to the 
piercing air of the mountains, without food, shelter, or medical 
advice, have been very severe. To add to the horrors of their 
condition, numerous packs of dogs, attracted to the spot by the 
carcases on which they prey, were rendered thereby so furious, 
as to be dangerous to the living. The Bedowins also hovered 
about the ruins for plunder. 

Safet is one of the five holy cities whither the Jews resort from 
all parts of Christendom in old age to die and be interred, and 
J500 are now buried in the rfiins. Up Jo the 21st of January 
shocks of the earthquake continued to be felt daily, and the 
ground all around was rent into fearful chasms. T*he amount of 


* The river of BeTrfit is called Nahr-es-sal!b. Ontilias is probably an err^r of 
transcription: perhaps it should be W&d Iliyas, the river of Elias, as St. George, 
called by the Arabs Khidr Iliy&s, is supposed to have suffered martyrdom near 
Beirut (D’Arvieux, M&moires, ii. 376).—F. S. 
t Or Safed, Abu-l-feda (Syria, p. 43, 82).—F. S. » 



the populatiou is uncertain, but supposed to have been teak 
600sP to 7000. '•/ *. v 

■The great shock appears to have been simultaneous, andwas 
most sensibly felt to the southward, having extended 500 miles 
"in length by gO in breadtfc It was felt in die island of' QyprusT'l 
Forty villages have been totally, and eleven partially dpstTfjy^.: 
It were useless to enumerate them here, as the greater part dq , 
not, appear, on any map of Syria yet published. „Xlie number of 
lives lost is stated at about 6000, but it is much to be feared, that 
in reality they greatly exceed that number. 1 


IX .—Narrative of a Journey into the Interior of Omdn, in 
1835. By Lieutenant Wellsted, Indian Navy. Commpx^cated 
ny Sir John Barrow, Bart. Read April 10, 1837. 

In the course of my employment on the survey of the southern 
and western coasts of Arabia, my attention was constantly directed 
towards the state of the contiguous provinces, and with this view 
I undertook several short journeys into the interior; but no 
opportunity of penetrating, to any considerable distance, occurred 
until the commencement of the year 1835* when Mohammed 
Ali dispatched a* force from Egypt, in order to take possession 
of the Coffee country. My proposal to accompany his army in 
that expedition, for the purpose of endeavouring from thence to 
re$ch Hadramaut, was immediately acceded to by the Indian 
government; but before tlieii" sanction could be conveyed to me, 
intelligence arrived of the Pasha’s force having been led into a 
defile, in the Assair country, and there defeated with great 
slaughter; a miserable remnant alone) reaching the sea-shore. 

Foiled, therefore, in this quarter, I determined, on my return 
to Bombay, to turn my attention , towards ’Oman, a territory 
almost as little known as any part of Arabia. 

After obtaining vihe n ece ssary permission, I embarked on board 
a small schooner (the Cysene) for Mask at,* at which port, after 
a pleasant passage, we arrived on the 21st of November. 

I found Sayyid S’ai'd, tlie Imiun of Mask«at or sovereign of 
’Oman, ready, with his characteristic liberality, in every way to 
forward my views. Letters were 1 prepared undei his own direc¬ 
tion to the chiefs of the different districts through which I had 
to pass, and 6a November 25th, 1 quitted that port to proceed 
to Sur. s 

Mask at, was known to some of the ancient geographers,-}- 
as it is probably the Moscha, a port of the Hadramitic mentioned 


* Also spelt with the common k and t; but k and t are probably requisite.—F. St 
f Geographa, Lib. vii. cAp. 6, p. 153. 
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hS&QHtMimjt noticed also by Arrian in the Peflfplus of the 
Erytbrean ? See, 1,5 as the great emporium of India, Persia, and 
Arana. ? “H is situated at the extremity of a small cove in lat. 
$3° 36' long*.;58° 42' E., at thb gorge, of an extensive pass, . 

winch lindens from this point, as it advances into the interior. 
In its principal features Maskat differs but little from the other 
eastern trivms. Arriving from seaward, its forts, ejected on, 
dark-coloured hills, which almost encircle the town, the level roofs 
of its houses, the domes of the mosques, and their lofty minarets, 
have an extraordinary and romantic appearance; but as soon as 
wc land the illusion disappears. Narrow, crowded streets, and 
filthy bazars, nearly blocked up with porters bearing burdens of 
dates, grain, &C. wretched huts, intermingled with low and 
paltry houses, meet the eye in every direction. There are, 
nevertheless, within the town some good and substantial houses-* 
the palace of the Imam, that of the governor, and those of some 
other public officers, are of this description. Maskat is not only 
of importance, as the emporium of a very considerable trade 
between Arabia, Persia, and India, but also as the principal 
sea-port of ’Om&n. Its imports are chiefly cloth and corn, the 
annual value of which is estimated at 3,3QP,000 dollars, which, 
if we except Jiddah,is greater than that of the imports into any 
other sea-port town in Arabia. The customs ate fixed at 5 per 
cent, on all imported goods, but no duties of any kind are levied 
on exports. These principally consist of dates, ruivas,f or red 
% dye, much valued in India; sharks’ fins sliipped off for China, 
where they arc used for making soup, and a variety of other pur¬ 
poses, and salt fish. The returns arc made principally in bullion 
and coffee. 

I should fix the population of Maskat and the adjoining town 
of Matarah at 60,000 souls. They are a mixed race, the de¬ 
scendants of Arabs, Persians, Indians, Syrians, by the way of 
Baghdad and Basrah, Kurds, Afghans, Belfiches, &c., who, 
attracted by the equity of the government, have settled there, 
either for the purposes of commerce or to avoid the despotism of the 
surrounding countries. The inhabitants are principally engaged 
in commercial or maritime pursuits, and except ulwah,t sugar, 
and a few rude cloths and cloaks fabricated there, as well as in 
tfip inland towns,*they have no manufactories in ’Oman. There 
is no prince in the East whose name rhnks higher thqp that of the 
Im&m of Maskat. He is tolerant, brave, generoul, and just, 
and these qualities have gained him, with the surrounding nations, 
the title of the second ’Omar. . * 

* Vincent’s Periplus. 

t R(uva (in Portuguese) madder, Rubia tinctorum of Linnaeus.—F. S. 

£ Ulwahis a'compound of sugar, clarified butter, aifcnmds, and flour, and ia 
common use in Arabia. . , 
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This princki is particularly distinguished by his abstinence ft&fct' 
oppressive imposts and arbitrary punishments; by the protection 
which he affords to the merchants of every nation who coftie to 
—• reside in his capital and by the toleration, which he extendi 
equally to &11 religious persuasions; while, on the other hand/ 
his probity; impartiality, and lenience, together with a strict 
regard for the welfare of his subjects, hive rendered him aS 
much respected and ‘admired by the town Arabs; as his liberality 
and personal courage have, endeared him to the Bedowips. 

On the way to Sur I touched at Kilhdt, which is an ancient 
town, mentioned by several Arabian authors. Though its remains 
cover an extensive space, only one building, an old mosque, has 
escaped destruction. N ear the ruins is a small fishing village, 
the inhabitants of which also employ themselves in digging for 
gold coins, on some of which the name of the Caliph Hrirhn al- 
Rashid is said to hare been deciphered. 

On November 28th I arrived at S(ir, in lat. 22° 37', and long. 
59° 36', where, after receiving every attention from the Sheikh, 
and making a short journey to the north-westward, which appears 
on the map, on December 2nd, my camels and guides, to the 
number of fourteen,’‘being collected, I quitted the town, and 
proceeded westward to the district of Jailaii. Sur, the port of 
this district, is merely a largq collection of huts, neatly constructed 
with the leaves of the date-palm, and erected on either side of a 
deep lagoon, which also serves for its harbour. It is computed 
that not less than 200 hagai ds* belong to this port; they trade 
daring the fair season to and‘between the shores of India, Africa, 
and the Arabian and Persian Gulfs. Its own exports and 
imports are trifling, and nearly the same as those of Maskat; 
but the profits derived from their trade are sufficient to support 
its inhabitants in affluence during the idle season of the year. 

On quitting S6r our route continue^! in a south-westerly direc¬ 
tion for twenty miles along a shallow valley, called Wddi Falij. j- 
Rounded masses' of limestone form its bed, between which a few 
stunted bushes, the only signs of vegetable life, force their way. 
The hills on either hand were of a light red or yellow sandstone, 
with an occasional streak of orange or purple. From the termi¬ 
nation of this valley to Bem-AbCi-’Alf, in lat. 22° 3 ; N., which 
we reached December 4th, the “country continues flat and unin¬ 
teresting. My course here was S.S.W,., and the direct distance 
from Sur is forty-two miles. 

I may here observe that during the S.W. monsoon, the southern 

— rf ---- - 

* A small vessel, probably from the BagaU or Bagld, a kind of heron (Arden 
Tonra).—F. S. 

t Idrfsi (Geographia JjjTuhiensis), p. 53. Falj, according to Gabriel Iconita, 
Falij or Falj means stream,—F. S. 
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tJOflUt c£ Arabia is s» deadlee-shore, and neither smps or boats 
ven^jn$ t^^>pWcb it. * 

Before I reached the encamppient of, the Bern-Abu-’All 
Bedowins, I was not without some Apprehensions as to the treat- 
meftt I might,receive ; and my reasons will be best*understood 
when I have stated the circumstances which brought the English 
into collision with them. ys 

In 1820 Captain Thompson,* who, after *the fall of Rds-el- 
Khaimah^ Cape Tent), and the other pirate ports in the Persian 
Gulf/ had been left on the island of Kishm with a small force of 
800 men, principally sepoys, proceeded to Sur, wh<ye he formed 
a junction with the troops of the Imam, and advanced against 
this tribe, who, it was believed, had been engaged in acts of 
piracy. The Beni-Abu-’All Bedowins permitted their enemies 
to approach within a short distance of their fort, and then, as 
they were sweeping round a date-grove, attacked them on their 
flank (which was blit a few yards from it) with so much fury, 
that nearly the whole of the force was cut to pieces. Captain 
Thompson, two officers, and not more than 50 or GO men, alone 
succeeded in reaching the sea-shore. 

Intelligence of this defeat had no sooner reached India, than a 
larger force of 8000 Aien, under General Sir Lionel Smith, was 
dispatched against them, j- , 

Nowise daunted by their superior numbers, the Bedowins again 
quitted their fort, and met the British force on a large plain con¬ 
tiguous to it. Their numbers did not exceed 800, and many of * 
their females fought in their ranks. * They rushed on with the 
same impetuosity as before ; nor was it until more than two-thirds of 
their number were slain, or desperately wounded, that they gave 
up the contest.| Many of thfc survivors were taken prisoners of 
war to India, and after being confined there for some time, were 
furnished with presents, and sent back to their own country. 
Since tins peripd no European had held any intercourse with 
them. i * 

As soon after entering their territories as possible, Lproceeded 
to the tent of their Sheikh, and immediately proclaimed myself 
an Englishman, desirous of passing a few days with them. . 

I had no sooner made this known, than the whole tribe was in 
a tumult of acclamation. The few old guns they had were fired 
from the different towers, matchlocks were kept going»£ill sunset, 
and both old and young used their utmost efforts to enteTtain me. 

They pitched my tent, slaughtered sheep, and presented me with 
-!---* 

* See Captain Thompson’s Report, dated 18th November, 1830, Asiatic Journal, 
vol. xi., p. 593. 

f In January, 1831. 

| In March, 1831.—Asiatic Journal, xii., 364. 
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.milk by galions, In truth, I was not a little surprised feta rfl^ep- 
tibn so truly warm and hospitable. , 

* Before me lay scattered the ruins of the very fort we had disman- 
tied; my tent was pitted on the same spot where we had neatly 
annihilated their tribe t thus reducing them from being the fiiost 
powerful in ’Oman to their present petty state. All* however, in 
, the confidence I had shown in throwing myself amidst them, was 
forgotten. Notwithstanding we may entertain very different sen¬ 
timents respecting our first attack on this people, and it is known 
that the Indian government subsequently did so; yet the whole affair 
being quite to a Bedowin’s taste, both here and in every other 
quarter, I heard nothing but praises of the English. “ We have 
fought, you have made us every compensation in your power for 
those who fell, and we should now be friends,” observed the 
"•Sheikh’s ladies, when speaking to me afterwards of the trans¬ 
action. 

After passing a few days with this grateful people, I proceeded 
to the south-westward over the great desert, and have little doubt 
that I should have found no considerable difficulty in reaching the 
celebrated country called the Maharah district, on the south-east 
coast of Arabia, but. ’Oman, yet unexplored, was before me. 

On the first day, December (i, our route, with little variation, 
was about south-south-west, and as we were mounted on good 
camels, the extent of country we passed over was forty-five miles. 
4 For two-thirds of this distance the face of the country was level, 
•but intersected with the traces of numerous torrents. Fronji 
thence to our halting plac£ we threaded our way amidst sandy 
mounds, topped with acacias, and encamped near some wells of 
brackish water. 

On the 7th, continuing over thetsame country by about west by 
south-half-south, we arrived at a Bedowin encampment, where 
there are also wells. 

From thence we returned in a north-north-easterly direction to 
Beni-Abu-’All*, crossing in our course several extensive plains, 
covered with a saline efflorescence. 

Quitting this encampment, December the 10th, we followed in 
a north-westerly direction the shallow valley of W&di-Betha, and 
on the 12th arrived at Bedi’ah. My course from Bem-Abd-’Alf 
to this point was neprth 52° we£c, and its distance, in a direct line, 
is 42 miles* * „ 

Here tVere are seven hamlets, situated within oases, which 
are watered by subterranean rivulets, sometimes conveyed to 
them by artificial means, from the distance of four and even five 
miles. Tims abundantly irrigated, these isolated spots possess a 
soil so fertile, that nearly eveTy grain, fruit, and vegetable common 
to India, Persia, efr Arabia, is produced almost spontaneously; 
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find the tales of the oases will no longer be regarded Jm an extigv 
geration, since a single step conveys the traveller from the glare 
and sand of the desert to the richest soil, moistened by a hundred * 
rills, teeming with the most luxuriant vegetation, and embowered 
by noble and stately trees, whose umbrageous foliage the fiercest 
rays of a noontide sun cannot penetrate. The almond, fig, and 
walnut-trees grow to an enormous size, and the fruit appears clus¬ 
tered so thickly on the orange and lime, that 1 do not believe a 
tenth part of what they afford is ever gathered. Above all 
towers the ^late-palm, and lends its grateful shade to protect 
the jaded traveller. Some idea may be formed of the density of 
this mass of foliage by the effect it produces in lessening the ter¬ 
restrial radiation. Fahrenheit’s thermometer, which within the 
house stood at 55°, at six inches from the ground fell to 42°. 

From Bedfah I continued to pass through a succession of 
other oases, which appear on the map, but having no peculiarity 
beyond what I have described, the insertion of a mere list of their 
names in this paper would serve no good or useful purpose. 

On December the 13th we arrived at 1 brah, which is an old 
town, containing several handsome houses. The style of build¬ 
ing is quite peculiar to this part of Arabia. T° avoid the damp, 
and to catch an occasional beam of the sun above the trees, they 
are usually very lofty. A parapet leading around the upper part 
is turreted, and on some of the largest turrets guns are mounted. 
The windows and doors have the Saracenic arch ; every part of 
the building is profusely decorated with ornaments of stucco in 
bas-relief, some of them in very good taste. The doors are also 
cased with brass, and have rings and other massive ornaments of 
the same metal. 

Ibrah is in lat. 22° 41', bears north 42°, west from Bedfah, dis¬ 
tant 22 miles. 

Quitting Ibrah on December the 13th, our course still along 
Wadi Beth a, having oil either hand plains dotted with grassy 
knolls, we arrived December the Kith at Summed, an extensive 
Oasis, situated in lat. 22° 30'. In the vicinity of this town there 
is a large fort, garrisoned by the Imam’s soldiers. 

From Semmed I proceeded to Minna, which town I reached 
on the 21st of December. Minna differs from the other oases 
in having its cultivation in open fields. Asjve crossed these, 
with*lofty almond, citron, and orange-tfees, yielding delicious 
fragrance on either hand, * exclamations of astonishment and 
admiration burst from us. “Is this Arabia,” we said, “ this the 
country we have looked on heretofore as a desert ?” Verdant 
fields of corn and sugar-cane, stretching along for miles, were 
before us; streams of water, flowing in all directions, intersected 
our path, and the happy and contented appearance of the 
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peasant! agreeably, helped to fill up the smiling picture. ; The 
atmosphere was delightfully clear and pure; and as we trotted 
joyously along, giving or returning the salutation of peace or wel¬ 
come, I could almost fancy we had at length reached that 
“ Araby the blest,” which we had hitherto regarded as existing 
only in the fictions of our poets. 

On December 23rd I arrived at Neswah,* in lat. 22° 56', 
which is the largest and most populous of all the oases. Here I 
arranged with the Sheikh for other guides, to proceed to the Jebel- 
Aklidar, or green mountains, which had been described to me as 
elevated, populous, and fruitful. 

Many obstacles were thrown in my way, but by patience and 
a few well-timed presents, I overcame them. Proceeding to 
Tantif, situated at the gorge of the pass, I obtained asses, which 
for size, sturdiness, and sureness of step, are scarcely inferior to 
mules. Mounted on these, 1 found but little difficulty in as¬ 
cending to the summit of the range, on which I passed several 
days. 

The Jebel-Akhdar extend, from east to west which is their 
greatest length, a distance of thirty miles. At right angles to 
these they are intersected by narrow deep valleys, along which on 
either side the torrents descend during the rainy season, and either 
lose themselves in the sandy soil, while crossing the plain below, 
or convey their water into the ocean. 

Taken generally, the range by no means deserves the appel¬ 
lation it has received of green; for a great proportion of its 
surface is bare limestone rock, which presents, in some places, 
naked tabular masses; and in others, the shallow deposit which is 
lodged in the hollows, is as poor as the worst part of the plains. 
But the valleys and several hoilows are extensively cultivated, 
and supply such abundance of fruit and other productions, that 
they have been considered as common to the whole range, and 
hence its name of “ Green."’ 

I ascertained by pieans of several observations on the tem¬ 
perature of boiling water the highest points of the range to be 
6000 feet above the level of the sea. In the winter season, after 
rain, they have, therefore, not unfrequently ice and snow ; and the 
climate, even in the summer season, must be very temperate. 

At the period ,of my visit it was winter, hnd the trees in the 
several valleys were all Stripped of their leaves; but in the sum¬ 
mer, when everything is in bloom, it must be a delightful resi- 

' * Niebuhr's Nissuwa, i.e. Nizzuwah, the Tama of the printed Epitome of Idrisf, 

Geogr. Nubiensis, p. 54. It is oi; in both the MSS. at Oxford,—F. S. 

Niebuhr, who placed it from such information as he could obtain, has it in 
22° 52'N. 
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deuce. Water, gushing from several springs, never «?ails them, 
and affords abundant means of irrigation. * 

The- Bem-Riyam, who inhabit Jthis range, differ in many' 
respects from their neighbours of the plains. Although their num¬ 
ber does not amount to more than 1000 men, yet from »the steep, 
rugged, and dangerous nature of the passes, which frequently 
lead through defiles, where a few resolute men might make a 
good stand against a thousand; and also tbfe strong positions 
which they have chosen for the erection of their villages, there is 
every reason to believe their assertion, that they have never known 
a master. 

In their persons, although tall and muscular, yet tliey have not 
the usual healthy and hardy look of mountaineers; but on the 
contrary, their faces are wrinkled and haggard, and they appear 
as if suffering from premature decay. 

They are addicted to an immoderate use of wine, which they 
distil from their grapes in large quantities, and partake of openly 
and freely at their several meals. They defend the practice, by 
asserting that the cold renders it necessary. 

This wine, in flavour and appearance, bears a close resemblance 
to that brought from Shiraz ; large quantities *are taken in skins 
to the surrounding countries, and to the sea-coast, where it is 
sold publicly. In the winter season the men leave the culture 
of the vines to the women, and having nothing to do themselves, 
pass their time within their houses, until the sun is sufficiently 
hjgh to warm them, and then they crawl forth to bask in it. 
The inhabitants of the plains considef the Bem-Riyam in other 
respects as an irascible, slothful, and immoral race, and bring 
against them a still heavier charge,—that of being niggard and 
sullen in the exercise of their •hospitality ;—and certainly what 
came under my observation during my stay among them, pro¬ 
duced little which could be advanced in contradiction of such 
accusations. 

During my s\ay on these mountains, 1 remained at the small 
hamlet of Shi'razi, in lat. 23° 3' N. 

On December 31st I returned to Nizzuwah, and employed 
myself from thence till the 11th of January in making short 
journeys to the desert. On these occasions I mixed much with 
the inhabitants, frequently living sftid sleeping in their huts or 
tents with them. On all occasions I was received witl* kindness, 
and often with a degree of hospitality, above rather them below 
the means of those who were called upon to exercise it; and I 
was enabled to collect, in consequence, much new and interesting > 
matter, connected with the domestic habits and condition of this 
interesting race. r 

From the 10th to the 15th I remained in Niziuwah, employing 
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myself witft my map, and transcribing my journal. During Ibis 
period I was compelled to lodge at a small house within the 
oases; where the vegetation clustered thickest. My servants were 
first attacked, and then myself, with most violent fever; I was 
delirious 'forty-eight hours after its first appearance, and from 
thence to the 18th was insensible to all that passed. Some 
Arabs, sent by the Sheikh, took care of me, I believe, for a part 
of this time, and the fever on that day reached its height, a 
favourable change took place, and I regained possession of my 
faculties, though much reduced and debilitated. But to proceed 
further in $»ur present state of health was impossible, and to 
remain where we were was to destroy the only chance of the 
recovery of the other patients, who were now sinking fast. I wajs 
consequently obliged to direct my course, by short and easy 
journeys, to Sib on the sea-coast, which is justly celebrated for 
the salubrity of its climate. We reached this town on January 
30th, and remained recruiting our health until the 25th of 
February. 

A few days previous to quitting it I wrote to the Imam of 
Maskat, requesting he would furnish a guide to conduct me to 
Bireimah, the frorftier station of the Wahhabis. From hence 1 
had, though the season was far advanced, but little reason to 
doubt my being able, with some k&filah (caravan), yet to reach 
Der’ayyah.* My disappointment was, therefore, very great to 
learn from liis highness, in reply, that the Wahhabis had but a 
few days before made a sudden irruption into the northern parts 
of ’Om&n ; that they had seized, plundered, and burnt several 
towns near to Sohar; that the inhabitants of Obri, on the road 
to Bireimah, were engaged in hostilities against their neighbours; 
and that liis highness would mdst strongly recommend, in the 
present unsettled state of affairs, that I should not continue my 
journey. I never, however, contemplated being able to complete 
the duty on which l was employed without risk, and this was an 
occasion involving in itself the examination of nearly half the 
province, which appeared to justify the exercise of it to the fullest 
extent; nor did I as yet despair, if I could reach Bireimah, of 
being able to pass on to Der’ayyah. I therefore, with many 
acknowledgments for his kindness, communicated my wishes to 
the Imam, and I was well pleased on the morning of the 24th to 
find a iipist respectable' old man, well known throughout the 
country, at my tent in perfect readiness to accompany me. 

We reached Suweiky on the 29th of February, and received 

* The capital of the Wahhabis, in the W&di Beni HanSfah. It is one of the 
two defiles by which alone the Ncjd-el'arid can be entered.—Jehan nuraa, 
p. 527.—F. S. . 

f The little market,—F, S. 
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during our short visit there much hospitality fronflf its Sheikh 
Seyyid Helal, who obtained for us camels to conduct us to Obri s 
We quitted Suwe’ik on Friday the # 4th of March. The groves 
and cultivated ground extend about three miles from the beach; 
beyond that the plains are crossed by many shallovv streams, 
.which had originated among the hills during the late rains ; very 
large acacia-trees dot the surface of either, and seated beneath 
their scanty and feathery shade, might frequently be seen an 
Arab shepherd with several enormous dogs to aid him in his 
charge of The flock; hut his pipe and crook are wanting ; their 
place is supplied with matchlock and spear. * 

On March 5th we arrived at Seda, in lat. 23° 45', and situated 
at the gorge of a pass, where it emerges from the mountain chain, 
which runs parallel to the coast. From thence we proceeded , 
through Wadi'-Howiisanah to Makiniyat, which was once a large 
city, but is now nothing more than a straggling village. It has 
never, I understood, recovered from a visit which the Wahhabis 
paid to it in 1800. They then took the castle, burnt the houses, 
and destroyed the greater number of the trees. By a noon 
observation of the sun, and several meridional transits of the stars, 

I fixed the latitude of Makiniyat at 23° 21' 25" N. 

Quitting Makiniyat <*n March 11th, we continued our journey 
towards Obri. Our route, until we reached Ayal, was along a 
broad valley; on either side the hills run in a table-topped range 
with sloping sides, or are broken into detached chains, presenting 
isolated pyramidal hills, somewhat truncated on the upper part, 
hut of the same uniform level and direction as the continuous 
ridges. 

From Ayal we passed a succession of sandy and barren plains, 
and on March 12th arrived at ©bri. 

Owing to the very unsettled state of the country it was not 
without some delay, and after encountering considerable personal 
risk, that we succeeded in reaching this place, and when we had 
done so, great Vas my vexation and annoyance /o find myself 
amidst an army of 2000 Wahhabis, then in possession of it. 
They were proceeding to attack the district of Bedi'ah, a portion 
of the Imam’s territories; and when they discovered we had 
been travelling under that prince’s protection, matters wore a very 
serious aspect, and *it was not witlufut difficulty that I succeeded 
in escaping from the town vgitliout bein$ either pillaged, or mur¬ 
dered. Foiled in this quarter, I therefore again returned to 
Suweik, and from thence proceeded, touching at the several inter¬ 
mediate towns, in a boat to Shinas, where I again made an ' 
unsuccessful attempt to reach Bireimah. 

When we returned the season was so far advanced that I was 
compelled to quit the coast for India. 1 
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I have subjoined a few observations on the general features of 
the country. 

’Om&n may be described as a narrow strip of land of irregular 
width, but never exceeding 1^0 miles. It is bounded on the east 
by the Indian Ocean, on the west by extensive deserts, and 
extends in a direct line from the Island of Masura, in lat. 
20° 18', and in long. 58° 56' nearly 400 miles to Has or Cape 
Musendom, in lat. *26° 24', and long. 5()° 39', where it terminates 
in the form of an acute angle. 

By the natives of the country this part of Arabia isSubdivided 
into four districts. 1. Jailan, comprehending Bern-Abb-’Ah', 
and all that tract of country to the south-east of Bedi'dh; 
2. ’Oman, from Bedfah north-west to Makiniy&t; 3. Dhorrah, 
from Makiniyiit to Bireimah; and. 4. Batna, extending in a 
narrow strip along shore from Sib to Khorfakan.* 

The general features and outlines of the province may be thus 
laid down. A range of mountains, forming a part of the great 
chain which almost encircles Arabia, traverses in a direction 
nearly parallel to the shore, the whole extent of the province 
from Maskat to Sur. The hills take their rise close to the beach, 
but to the north of* that port they retreat considerably from it. 

In lat. 23° a second range, Jebel-Akhdar, or green mountains, 
still more eldvated, run in a direction nearly transverse to the 
former; low parallel ridges, forming the roots of either branch, 
extend to a considerable distance from them. 

From the Jebel-Akhdar the chain continues to Ras-Mu¬ 
sendom, throwing off" ii‘. its course thither another branfch 
which extends to Rds-cl-Khaimah on the shores of the Persian 
Gulf. The space included within this bifurcation and the sea 
is broken into piles of mountains^ which are singularly disposed, 
and of various elevations. The width of the chain does not in 
general exceed twelve or fifteen miles, and the average height of 
the central and most elevated hills is from 3000 to 3500 feet. 
Some of the l highest points of the Jebel-Akhdar rise, however, 
nearly 6000 feet above the level of the sea. With the exception 
of this range they are not wooded and barren. Felspar and 
mica-slate enter most commonly into the formation of the lower 
ranges, and primitive limestone the upper. 

By the map ai^l narrative^ it will be seen that from Beni-Abu- 
’All to l^izzuwah I traversed a line of oases, and that the'space 
between them and the mountains' on the sea-shore presents 
nothing but arid plains, destitute of either towns or villages. 

To the northward of Sib the width of the Tehamah, a mari¬ 
time plain (the Batna of the map), is from twenty to forty miles. 

* Pronounced Khurfukun by the Persians, who commonly give that sound to 
the final an,—F. S. * 
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It rises with a slight, but gradual ascent from the sea the base of 

the principal chain; and although not crossed by any of the rivers,' 
which appear on our maps, it has, nevertheless, some considerable 
streams, which continue for the greatest part of the year to pour 
their waters into the sea. 9 

, Beyond, of to the westward of the mountains, in the northern 
districts, feW tbwns or fertile spots occur, and in some instances 
the margin of the desert is but a few miles removed from them. 
FfTJrn the summit of the Jebcl-Akhdar, I had an opportunity 
during a clear day to obtain an extensive view of the desert to 
the south-west of ’Om&n. Vast plains of loose drift*sand, across 
which even the hardy Bedowin dare scarcely venture, spread out 
as far as the eye can reach. Not a hill, nor even a change of 
colouring in the plains occurs/ to break the unvarying and desolate , 
appearance of the scene. ’Oman may, therefore, be described 
as a desert, thickly studded with oases, and containing amidst its 
mountains many fertile valleys, yet many of these are at a con¬ 
siderable distance from each other, and it must be admitted that 
the quantity of cultivated country bears hut a small proportion to 
that which is incorrigibly barren; for the" intermediate space 
between the oases to the westward and th% Grtjat Sandy Desert is 
an arid and barren plain, either sandy or clayey;, according as 
the aluminous or siliceous particles prevail. 

It will be seen by the map that there arc several large' towns 
on the sea-coast; .but with the exception of Rostak, which is 
extensive and wclji bhilt, there are none of any extent in the 
interior. Many of those which, from native information, have 
figured in our maps as large cities, and are even classed by 
Niebuhr as principalities, do not now rise into more importance 
than villages or hamlets. The* ruins of houses, and the remains 
of former embankments, denote however both a superior popu¬ 
lation and more extensive cultivation; but wherever irrigation 
ceases, the course of a few seasons converts the land, however 
fertile it may have previously been, into a deserf. The whole 
of these towns are now either situated within or contiguous to 
an oasis. 

The direction of my'"* several journeys is pointed out in the 
map. In order to show the degree of confidence to which this 
may ,be entitled, it *is necessary that I should* state, that all the 
principal towns, villages, and oases are *fixed from actual obser¬ 
vation, and with the exception of Rostak, which is placed in the 
position it occupies from compass bearings, and Bireimah, the 
frontier station of the Wahhdbis, there is no place of importance 1 * 
m ’Oman, the geographical site* of which has not been correctly 
determined. , 
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X.— Extracts} from the Diary of an attempt to ascend the River 
Santa Cruz, in Patagon ia, with the boats of his Majesty's sloop 
Beagle. By Captain Robert Fitz Roy, R.N. Read May 8, 
1857. , 

April 17th, 1884.—An examination, or ratlier the partial 

exploring, of the great river Santa Cruz, had long been medi¬ 
tated. During the former voyage of the Beagle, Captain Stokes 
h;ul ascended the rapid current as far as his heavy boat could be 
taken. His account increased our curiosity, and decided my 
following his^ example. Three light boats were prepared (whale¬ 
boats strengthened) ; as much provisions as they could stow r with 
safety were put into them; and a party of officers and men 
selected. 

18 Ik .—Early this morning we left the Beagle, and sailed up 
the estuary, into which the river flows, with a favouring wind and 
flood-tide. 

In case any one should read these notes who has not visited the 
eastern coast of Patagonia, I will endeavour to describe the vicinity 
of the Beagle’s anchorage in the Santa Cruz. 

A wide, turbid, and very rapid river rushes through a confined 
opening into the ocean, during about soao.i hours, and is opposed 
and driven back by the flood-ride during other five hours of the 
twelve. Oil each side of the river are extensive—to the eye, 
boundless—plains of arid, desert, land. But these plains are not 
■ on the same le\el. On the northern bank the land is but little 
higher than the level of high spring-tides ; wdiile on the southern 
side of the river, high perpendicular cliffs are strikingly con¬ 
trasted. After ascending these heights by any of the ravines 
which intersect them, one finds a dead level expanse, similar in 
every respect to that on the northern shore. In the horizon, 
another ‘ steppe,’ or parallel plain, at a higher elevation, is seen. 

Excepting in the Porphyry districts, all the eastern coasts of 
Patagonia, and the little of the interior which 1 have seen, 
appeared to me to be a similar succession of horizontal ranges, or 
level lands, ol’ various heights, intersected here and there by 
ravines and water-courses. There are, certainly, hills in many 
places, which appear to the eye, passing at sea, or in the distance, 
conical, or, at all (.events, peaked; but even those hills arc hut 
the gabl emends, as it were, of narrow rf horizontal ranges, or ridges 
of land, higher than the surrounding country. 

Brownish -yellow is the prevailing colour, lighter or darker, as 
v the sun shines or is obscured. Here and there, in hollow places 
or ravines, a few dark-looking shrubby, bushes are seen; but over 
the wide desolation of the stony, barren plain, not a tree can he 
discerned. Scattered herds of ever-wary guanaeoes, startled at 
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your approach, neighing, stamping, and tossing tlheir elegant 
heads; a few ostriches, striding along in the distant horizon; ant^ 
here and there a solitary condor, soaring in the sky, are the only 
objects which attract the eye. Certainly, if one looks closely, some 
withered shrubs, and a yellow kind of herbage, may be # discernod; 
and, in walking, thorns and prickles assure one, painfully, that 
the plain is not, in truth, a desert: but I am quite sure that the • 
general impression upon the mind is that* of utter, hopeless 
" stT?Tftity, ^ 

Is it not extraordinary, that sea-worn, rolled, shingle-stones, 
and alluvial accumulations^ compose the greater potion of these 
plains ? How vast, and of what immense duration , must have 
been the action of those waters which smoothed the shingle-stones 
now buried in the deserts of Patagonia! 

Fresh water is seldom found in these wastes; salinas (salt 
depositions or incrustations) arc numerous. The climate is 
delightful to the bodily sensations; but for productions of the 
earth, as bad as any, excepting that of the Arabian or African 
desert. Rain is seldom known during three-quarters of the 
year, and even in the three winter months, when it may be ex¬ 
pected, but little falls except on rare occasions, when it rains 
for two or three days ift succession. Sea-winds sometimes bring 
small, misty rain for a few hours, but .not enough to do good to 
vegetable produce. # 

The only animals which abound are guanacoes, and they have 
often been seen drinking salt water. The puma quenches its * 
thirst in their blood. Of other animats supposed to require much 
liquid sustenance, there are none in those regions. 

Generally, a bright sunny day is succeeded by a cloudless and 
extremely clear night. In stonier the heat is scorching, not 
sultry. In whiter the weather is sometimes searchingly cold, 
especially during southerly winds. Changes of wind arc sudden, 
and cause extreme variations of temperature. Sometimes the sky 
is slightly or partially overcast, occasionally clouded heavily, but 
on most flays a bright sunshine, and a fresh, or strong westerly 
wind, may be expected. 

The confluence of a large and continual torrent of fresh water 
and the great tides of the ocean, which here rise forty feet per¬ 
pendicularly, has embarrassed the mouth of the Santa Cruz with 
h number of banks. They.are all composed of shingli^and mud, 
and alter their forms and positions as affected by river floods, or 
by the heavy seas caused by south-east gales. 

Into the entrance of the Santa Cruz the flood-tide sets abouf 
four knots an hotur, or, it may be said, drom two to five knots, 
according to the time of tide, and the narrower or broader part of 
the opening. Outwards, the water rushes, at^cast, six knots, on 

* i 2 
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an average, hi the mid-channel. In places, and at times, when 
acted upon by wind or unusual floods, it docs not run with a 
velocity less than seven or eight knots an hour, perhaps even 
more. (I am speaking of tHe mid-channel, or fairway.) Near 
either shore, and in the bights between projecting points, of 
course the strength of the outward as well as inward current is 
very inferior. 

In such a bight, close to the high cliffs on the southern shore, 
the 11 eagle was moored. One may readily conceive the diffe'ifefit 
views presented in this situation, with forty feet change in the 
level of the water. At high-water, a noble river, unimpeded, 
moves quietly, or is scarcely in motion. At the other time, a 
rushing torrent struggles between numerous banks, whose dark 
colour and dismal appearance adds to the effect of the turbidly 
yellow water, and naked-looking, black, and muddy shores. 

The boats sailed up the river between some of these banks, 
with a fresh southerly wind, disturbing immense flights of sea¬ 
birds. Here and there a monstrous sea-lion lifted his unwieldy 
bulk a few inches from the stony bank, lazily looked around, and 
then, with a snort arid a growl, threw his huge shapelessness, in a 
tumbling waddle, towards the nearest water. 

As far as Weddell’s Bluff (named after the enterprising 
t southern navigator) we sailed merrily. There the river makes a 
sudden turn ; and we took to the oars. A little above the Bluff, 
the water was fresh on the surface: sometimes it is entirely 
fresh, even into the estuary.' But in filling casks, or dipping any¬ 
thing into the stream for fresh water, it is advisable not to dip 
deep, or to lei the hose, if used, go many inches below the sur¬ 
face, since it often happens that tllte upper water is quite fresh, 
while that underneath is salt. But this occurs, more or less, in 
all rivers which empty themselves into the sea. 

Wind failing, we pulled to the south-west. On our left, high 
cliffs still continued. At their base, a wide shingle beach offered 
tempting landing-places, and many spots extremely well adapted 
for laying a vessel ashore to be repaired or cleaned. On the 
right, a low shore extended, rising, however, in the north-west 
(on the south side of the north-west arm of the Santa Cruz), to 
cliffs. * 

The flowing tide favoured us until about five, when we landed 
on the north shore, at a spot where the rise and fall of the tide 
had diminished to four feet. Here the river was 640 yards in 
*breadth, and running ( always ) down at the rate of about six knots 
during a part of the ebb, and from t W° td four knots an hour 
during the greater part of the flood-tide. It was perfectly fresh 
to the bottom, and in mid-channel about three fathoms deep. 
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But this depth extended very little way across: the flecp channel 
being extremely narrow—not .more than twenty yards in widfh. 
The distinct difference between thy opposite banks of the river 
had diminished, until, at this spot, the two sides were much alike. 
We had left the cliffs and the salt water, and had faftly entered 
the fresh-water river. Instead of having a wide extent of dismal¬ 
looking banks and dark-coloured, muddy shores, we were at the • 
side of a rapid stream, unvarying in width, on'whose banks shrubs 
an£l agreeably relieved our eyes from muddy shingle covered 
with'jhosts of crabs. 

Our first night passed well. Early next morning some of the 
party went upon the nearest hills to look for guanacoes. 

I ought to have mentioned that we had entered a tract of 
country whose surface appeared to the eye irregular and hilly; 
but upon ascending the heights it was seen that though the river* 
ran in a large valley, the general character of the country was 
similar to that which 1 previously described. Those which 
appeared to be hills, we found to be the terminating sides of 
extensive plains, whose level was about 300 feet above the river. 
Near the fresh water, shrubs, bushes, and grass were not scarce; 
but everywhere else, a sterile, stony waste mfct the eye. 

From the heights, for a considerable distance, we could trace 
the windings of the river, and were syrry to see a great number 
of small islands, thickly covered with brushwood, which seemed 
likely to impede our progress, if obliged to track the boats.* The 
•southerly wind blew keenly over the high land. The surface of* 
the ground was frozen hard; but the air was healthy, fresh, and 
bracing. Where could it be purer than on these dry hills ? 

; 18/4.—At first setting out this morning we tried the oars, 

but soon found that they 'tore unable to contend with the 
strength of the stream. Landing all our party, except two in 
each boat, we made the boats fast to one another, at a few yards 
apart, in a line a-head. Then taking the end of a coil of whale- 
line a-shore, half our party fixed themselves to if by the laniards 
of broad canvas straps, which passed across their breasts, and over 
one shoulder, and walked along the river’s bank. The bight of 
the line was passed round a stout mast, stepped in the headmost 
boat, and attended by the two men in the boat, who veered away, 
or shortened in the line, as the varying width of the stream or 
impediments rendered neoessary. 

In this manner, one-half of the party relieving, the other half 
about once an hour, we made steady progress against the stream 
of the river, which increased in rapidity as we ascended, until if& 
usual velocity wfts between six and seven knots an hour. Every 

* Pull them along by a rope, 
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one took hisf turn at the track-rope, or tow-lirfe. While among 
the islands which I mentioned, tracking was difficult and tedious. 
Many were the thorny bushesj, through which one-half of the party 
dragged the other half—oncefin motion, no mercy was shown. If 
the leading man could pass, all the rest w r ere bound to follow. 
Many were the duckings, and serious the wear-and-tear of clothes, 
shoes, and skin. 

At intervals stoppages were made for refreshment, and observa¬ 
tions. Three chronometers were carried, with other, Sry 

instruments, among which were two mountain barometers, with 
which Mr. parwin wished to measure the* height of the river 
above the level of the sea, and the heights of neighbouring ranges 
of hills above the level of the river. 

This afternoon we picked up, upon the south bank of the river, 

' a boat-hook, which was immediately recognized as one which had 
been left by accident, sticking in a mud-bank, by the party who 
accompanied Captain Stokes in his excursion up this river in the 
year 1827. 

igth .—It was very cold at our biiouac this night. A sharp 
frost. While observing the moon’s meridian altitude, at about 
nine in the evening,-the dew fell so fast upon the roof of the arti¬ 
ficial horizon, and froze so quickly as it fell, that I could hardly 
make the observation. The sextant was injured by the frost— 
not having been used before in very cold weather; the brass con¬ 
tracted so sensibly as to injure the silvering at the back of the 
• index-glass, and change the index-error. The thermometer in 
the open air was at 22°. Probably warm weather to Polar voy¬ 
agers ; but to us, accustomed to temperate climates, it was a con¬ 
siderable degree of cold. 

QQth .—As we were going along '•die bank of the river, which to 
our great benefit was become more accessible and clearer of bushes, 
we saw some dark coloured animals crossing the stream at a dis¬ 
tance, but no one could guess what they were, until the foremost of 
them reac hed tlie shore, and rising upon his stilt-like legs, showed 
himself an ostrich. Several of those birds were swimming 
across. 1 had no idea that so long-legged a bird, not web-footed, 
would, of its own accord, take to the water and cross a rapid 
stream. There were six or seven following one another. 

We saw smoke at a distance, and anticipated meeting Indians. 
The country around was similar to that.already described. Islands 
no longer impeded our progress ; but some high cliffy banks gave 
trouble. At the next place where we passed ft night Mr. Dar¬ 
win tried to catch fish with a casting net, but without success; so 
strong a stream being much against fishpg. 

21 st .—A very sharp frost again this flight. We proceeded as 
usual, dragging throats up the stream, (or rather torrent, for it 
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never ran less than six knots, and in many places mftre,) at the 
rate of about two miles an hour. Having; approached near the 
smoke, we chose our position for the night, rather cautiously, upon* 
a little peninsula. *. 

22nd.—We had not advanced a mile this morning jvhen fresh 
tracks of Indians, on horseback, carrying their long chuzos, or 
lances, aroused our vigilance. We thought they had been re¬ 
connoitring our party at day-light, and perhaps it was the case. 
^TttlSiiSiagke of their fires was seen behind the nearest range of 
low liillsTm our side of the river. We were then on the . north 
bank, but had been tracking the boats on either side, as better 
ground for walking was found. * 

Cautiously proceeding, we at last arrived at the spot whence 
the smoke had issued, but saw no human beings. Marks of very 
recent fire, and numerous tracks of feet upon a soft muddy place* 
at the side of the river, showed that a party of .Indians had lately 
crossed over. A smoke rising on the southern shore, told where 
they went! gone. At this spot there was about an acre of good 
pasture land by the water-side; and the breadth of the river 
itself was something less than usual: reasons which had induced 
the natives to select it as a crossing place. , 

To cross a river, running at the rate of six or seven miles an 
hour, and about two hundred yards in width, can* be no easy task 
to women and children. Hut as we saw many prints of very small 
feet on the f muddy bank, both women and children must have* 

.crossed at this place with the men. How'did they get over?. 
There is no wood, neither are tluftv rushes, with which they 
might make balsas.* Perhaps some of the women ami children 
were put into rough, coracle-like boats, made of hides sewed 
together, and towed across by the horses, holding by whose tails 
the men swam* and perhaps some of the women. This method 
of holding by tbe tail, while swimming, is said to be better than 
resting a hand upon the horse’s neck and holding by the mane. 
None of the Indians sit upon their horses while •swimming. 

22nd.—This afternoon we passed two places where the stream 
of the river ran so violently that wc considered them rapids, and 
had much difficulty in passing, even with all hands upon the rope. 
The night of the 22nd was not so cold as the preceding; but we 
always found tbe'nights wintry, though the* flays were warm, and 
generally we were annoyed by tbe heat of the sun. m Besides the 
strength of the stream, we had to contend with hi^i clilfs, over 
whose upper edges it was difficult to convey the tow-line: but 
we made some progress—about twelve miles. 

So winding was the course of the river that we certainly walked 


* Floats or rafts. 
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double the^distance advanced in a direct line. Very , little of 
interest, as a picturesque subject, liad yet been seen. No country 
^except a desert could wear a more triste unvarying appearance. 

Immense accumulations of shingle, imbedded, as before men¬ 
tioned, in v alluvial deposition, formed the banks and the level 
plain, or valley, through which the river pursues its very winding 
course. The width of this valley varies from one mile to five 
miles ; and the level of the shingle plain is from three hundred 
to one thousand feet below that of the adjacent higher, 
horizontal, ranges, whose broken down ends, or sides,' torm the 
boundaries of the valley through which the river flows. 

The sides; or ends, of those higher ranges look like hills when 
one is in the Gilley: it is not until after ascending to their sum¬ 
mits that their real nature is seen. Instead of inclining to con- 
sider those heights as hills, one is then disposed to think the valley 
of the river a vast excavation, formed below the level of the 
neighbouring country. But, above or below, all is an unprofit¬ 
able waste. Scarcely could we find bushes enough, even near 
the river, to make our fires. Even the wiry, half-withered grass, 
upon which the guanacoes feed, is so scanty that they are obliged 
to wander over much ground in search of their food. The few 
stunted bushy trees, which are found hero and there near the 
river, are thorn trees of the country, whose wood is extremely 
hard and durable. 

The night of the 22 nd we passed by the side of a little 
cove, which sheltered the boats from the strength of the 
stream; and, as all hands were tired, we rested during the 
morning of the 23rd. 

2 3rd .—After noon we continued, and at dark stopped on the 
south shore. Scarcity of wood and ,51 cold night made it necessary 
to take good rare of the wood when cut. There may he honour 
among thieves, but tbere was little to be found during a cold 
night among our own party. The fire of those who happened to 
be on watch wa; sure to blaze cheerly, at the expense of the 
sleepers. 

21 //<.—I noticed more than usual the curious effect of the 
water of the rher being so much warmer than the air over it. 
The water at daybreak, and until after sunrise, was smoking as if 
it were boiling: the temperatuie of the air being 30°, that of die 
water 4 6°. 

This da/ wo passed some high cliffs, between two and three 
hundred feet in height. It was extremely difficult to manage the 
boats and tow-lines, where they caxne in our way but by veering 
out a great length of rope, our object w$s accomplished without 
disaster. Near these cliffs the valley of the river began to con¬ 
tract and become m&re irregular: the breaking down of the higher 
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ranges was more abrupt and closer to tbe river, fti most places 
a cliffy side was opposite to a low projecting point of shingle ; but 
in some we passed to-day both sid^s were high, and we had no 
choice. The difference also between the level of the higher 
ranges, and that of the river,* was much increased. * 

9,5th. —Difficult places, delays caused by embarking and dis¬ 
embarking frequently, to change banks, or avoid impediments,, 
necessary" observations, rest, and meals, occupied so much time 
IttMW^^did not average more than twelve miles in one day; 
and even that small distance was not accomplished without making 
both shoulders and feet sore. 

Q6th .—In the distance some very level topped, dark-looking cliffs 
were seen at the summits of the higher ranges, which Mr. Darwin 
thought were a capping or coating of lava. Of course we were 
very anxious to verily a fact so curious, and at noon were quite 
satisfied, having approached to the foot of a.height so'capped, 
whose fragments had in falling not only scattered themselves 
over the adjacent plain, but into the bed of the river, in such a 
manner as to make the passage of the boats exceedingly dangerous. 
Large angular masses, in some places showing above tbe stream, 
in others hidden beneath, but so near the surface that the water 
edded and swelled over them, menaced destruction to the boats 
as they were with difficulty dragged t through tlie eddying rapid. 
Sometimes the rope caught under, or around, one of those masses^ 
and caused winch trouble. 

N car the spot where we stopped at noon was a glen, quite dif» 
ferent in character from any place &e had yet passed. Indeed, 
upon entering the lava district, or that of the country over which 
lava formerly flowed, there was no longer a Patagonian aspect 
around. Steep precipices, nftrrow winding valleys, abundance of 
huge angular fragments of lava, a more rapid and narrower river, 
and plains of solid lava overlaying the whole surface of the country, 
make this even worse than Patagonia. Excepting in an occasional 
ravine, nothing grows. Horses could not travel far, the ground 
being like rough iron. Water, away from the river, is very scarce. 

The glen 1 mentioned above is a wild-looking ravine bounded 
by black lava cliffs. A stream of excellent water winds through 
amongst the long grass, and a kind of jungle at the bottom. Lions 
(pumas) shelter in it, as the recently torn Ttemains of guanacoes 
showed us. Condors inhabit the cliftl. Imperfect «|>lumns of a 
basaltic nature give to a rocky height the semblance of an old 
castle. It is a scene of wild loneliness, fit to be the breeding-place 
of lions.* No signs of human visitors were discovered. Tlfe 
nature of the country mi$st prevent horsemen from traversing those 
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regions. Focfil for man is abundant, but there is very little for 
horses. Only in glens or ravines such as this can any grass or 
bashes be found. Guanacoes, swarm upon the heights ; owing, 
probably, to their being undisturbed: they spread over the country 
like large flbcks of sheep. 

During a long walk this evening, Mr. Stokes and I were 
.repeatedly disappointed by the mirage over an extensive stony 
plain, between two bfentls of the river. Wo were very thirsty, and 
walked from one apparent piece of water to another, in ea^gth^B^e;' 
only to be tantalized. 

27 th .—Simjlar country. On the bank of the river some drift-r 
wood was found—the trunks of trees of considerable size. The 
trunks of small trees had been found by the side of the river, from 
time to time, but none so large as these—from one foot to two 
feet in diameter, anti about thirty feet in length. The wood 
appeared to be sauce,* of the red kind. That these trees had 
been drifted from a great distance was evident, because they were 
much water-worn. 

28 th -—In passing a rapid, whose difficulties were much increased 
by rugged blocks of lava, lying in the bed of the river, one of the 
boats was badly stove, and barely resc ued from sinking in the 
middle of tile stream. We got her on short* and patched her up. 

No change in the scenery. No signs of inhabitants. Dull 
heavy work. 

2 9th .—While upon a high range of lava-capped land, Mr. 
'Darwin anti Mr. Stokes descried distant mountains, covered with 
snow. At last then the A ndes were in sight! This was inspirit¬ 
ing intelligence to the whole party, for small had been our daily 
progress, though great the labour. 

The river had increased in rapidity, though but little diminution 
had taken place in the quantity of water brought down. The 
breadth was rather less, certainly, but the depth in most places 
greater. No fish had yet been caught; indeed, only two had 
been seen. They seemed to be like trout. 

30th .—The snowy summits of the distant Cordillera were more 
distinctly seen from the heights. These heights rise about 1000 
feet above the level of the river, which here is about 300 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

Two guanacoes were shot liy Mr. Darwin‘'and Mr. Stokes. 
They cover#'JL them up with bushes, and hastened to the boats to 
ask for assistance. Some of our party went with them to bring in 
the animals, but the condors had eaten every morsel of the flesh 
rtf one animal. The other they found untouched/and brought to 
the boats. Four hours had sufficed to the CopdbrS for cleaning 
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every bone. When our party reached the spot, several of those 
great birds were so heavily laden that they could hardly hop avtfay 
from the place. Some of our parjy had much amusement with 
the guanacoes upon the heights, being tamer there, and more 
numerous ; whole Hocks wore driven into narrow defiles, where 
dozens might have been killed had there been more people with 
guns, lassos, or balls.* , 

Though the bed of the river is here so mufch below the level of 
^B^li(j||um of lava (from 1000 to 1200 feet), it still bears the 
appearance of having worn away its channel by the continual 
action of running water. The surface of the lava must be con¬ 
sidered as the natural level of the country, since, when upon it, a 
plain extends in every direction. 

How wonderful must that immense volcanic action, have been 
which spread liquid lava over the surface of such an immense*’ 
tract of country! Did the lava flow from the Cordillera of the 
Andes, or was it thrown out from craters in the low country ? 

The valley, or channel of the river, varies here from one mile, 
or less, to about three miles; but it looks narrower, owing to the 
deception caused by high land on each side. 

Some of the views hereabouts are striking, and, from their 
locality, interesting; but I could not have believed that the banks 
of any large fresh-water river could have been so devoid of wood, 
or so unfrequented by man, beast, bird, or fish. 

1st May.—r-The weather was invariably fine during the earlier 
part of our journey, but here it began to change. Two or three 
gloomy, clouded days, were succeeded by a few hours’ small rain, 
and by strong wind. 

This night we slept at the foot of heights whose summits 
were covered with suow, but*the temperature was many degrees 
warmer than that of the first night, when it froze sharply. We 
had no particular frost after the 2 i st. 

On the 2nd of May we had great difficulty with the boats, the 
river being contracted in width, without diminution of the body of 
water pouring down. 

On the 3rd , we found a more open country; the lava-capped 
heights spread away on each side, leaving a vale of flat and 
apparently good land, many (probably from five to fifteen) miles 
in.extent. The width of the rivel increased. On its banks were 
swampy spaces, covered yfith hcrbag£. Low, earthv cliff's, with¬ 
out either shingle or lava, in some places bounded the river. A 
little further, however, the usual arid and stony plains of Pata¬ 
gonia were seen, (extending from the banks of the river to ranges 
of hills about1400 feet above its level, on which the horizontal 
lava-capping could distinctly be seen. 
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In the distant west, the snow-covered summits of the Andes 
stretched along the horizon. During three days we had advanced 
towards those far-distant mountains, seeing them at times very 
distinctly, yet this morning odr distance seemed nearly as great as 
on the day Ve first saw thorn. 

A long day’s work carried us beyond the flat, and into the rising 
« country, whose barrenness I have just now mentioned. All hands 
very tired. 

4th. —Provisions being almost used, and the river as 
was beyond the lava country—our time being out, and every one 
tired—I decided upon walking overland as far to the westward as 
we could go in one day, and setting out on our return to the 
Beagle on the following day. 

I was the more inclined to this step, because the river made a 
turn to the southward, to follow which would have expended 
a day, without making any westing; and because I thought that 
some of our party might walk in a westerly direction, at least 
twice as far ns they could track the boat. To have followed the 
course of the river two days longer would have required all the 
small remainder of our provisions, without enabling us to see fur¬ 
ther than 
westward 

Leaving those who were, the most tired to take care of the 
jboats, a party set out in light marching order. A large plain 
lay before us, over which shrubs, very small trees, and bushes, 
Averc sparingly scattered. 

At noon we halted on a rising ground, made observations for 
time, latitude, and bearing, on a spot which we afterwards found 
to be only about sixty miles from the nearest water of the Pacific. 
The Cordillera of the Andes extended along the western side of 
our view. The weather was very clear, enabling us to discern 
the snow-covered mountains in the north, and almost in the south, 
so much of the great range w as visible. But of the river we could 
see nothing. Only from the form of the land could we conclude 
that at the end of the southerly reach l have mentioned, the 
direction of the river is east and west for a few miles, and that then 
it turns to the northward, or rather comes from the northward, 
along the base of the Cordillera. 

There are many reasons inducing one to suppose that it comes 
not only frqfil the northward, but from a considerable distance to 
the northward. At the place where we ceased to ascend the 
stream the Santa Cruz river was almost as large as at the places 
w*here we passed the first and second nights, neat the entrance. 
The velocity of the current was at least six knotsan hour. The 
temperature of the water was forty-five degrees (of Fahrenheit), 
while that of the air was seldom so high in the daytime, and at 
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night was usually below the freezing point. Trees, »or rather the 
trunks of trees, were found lying on the banks, whose water-worn 
appearance indicated that they had gravelled far in running W'atei*. 
The water was very free frornsediment, though of a whitish blite 
colour, which induces me to suppose that it has been produced by 
melting snow, or that it has passed through lakes in which the 
sediment it might have brought was deposited. 

When one considers how large an extern of country there is 
the river Negro and the straits of Magellan, and that 
througuthat extensive region only one river of magnitude flows, 
one must be at a loss to account for the manner in which the 
drainage of the eastern side of the great Cordillera*is carried off, 
or how it disappears. The river Gallegos is small, though it 
runs into a large estuary. The Chupat is very small. That at 
Port Desire is a mere brook. A t times, once in a year, those'' 
smaller rivers arc flooded, but their floods seem unequal to 
carrying oif the drainage of the Andes. Only the Santa Cruz 
flows with a full and strong stream throughout the whole year. 
Perhaps the sources of the Santa Cruz arc not far from the 
sources of the southern branch of the river Negro, near the forty- 
fifth degree of latitude, and it runs southward, at the foot of the 
Andes, through several lakes, until it turns to the eastward in 
latitude fifty. If formed from the waters of tile nearer moun¬ 
tains, its temperature w'ould surely be lower, more nearly that of 
melted snowj. It would probably bring much sediment, and 
would be more coloured. 1 do not think we explored above one-* 
third of its course. • 

Reference to the accompanying plan will show our position 
when we decided to return. The level of the river at that place 
was found to be 400 feet higher than that of the sea at the 
entrance; and as the distance is about 200 miles, following the 
course of the river, the average descent or fall of the river must 
be near two feet in a mile, which, I apprehend, is unusually 
great. I could not think that the numbers were* right, until after 
repeated examination. Two barometers were used at the river 
side, and a very good one was carefully watched on board the 
Beagle (at the level of the sea). Certainly the rapid descent of 
the river in many places was such, that even to the eye it appeared 
to.be running ddwn hill. This Remark whs often made in the 
course of our journey. , * ^ 

Two days before we reached our westernmost point, many 
traces of an old Indian encampment were seen; but, excepting at 
that place, and; at the spot w:hich we passed on the 22nd, no 
signs of inhabij^ts were anywhere found. Scarcity of pasture, 
and the badness "of the ground for their horses’ feet, must deter 
Indians from remaining in this vicinity. That they frequently 
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cross the rivftr in travelling northward, or towards the south, is 
w6ll known. 

The quantities of bones headed together, or scattered near the 
river, in so many places which we passed, excited doubts as to 
what had cNllected them. Whether do the guanacoes approach 
the river to drink, when they are dying ?—or are the bones the 
t remains of animals eaten by pumas, or by Indians?—or .are they 
washed together by'floods ? Certainly they are very numerous 
near tiie banks of the river. I do not think that the gujyjaw^is 
often allowed to die a natural death. Pumas are always on the 
lert to seize invalid stragglers from the herd. At night the 
guanaeoes choose the clearest places for sleeping, and lie down 
together like sheep. In the day they avoid thickets and all such 
places as might shelter their ever-watchful enemy. Condors also, 
“and fierce little wild cats, help to prevent too great an increase of 
this beautiful, inoffensive, and useful animal. 

Late on the 4th we returned to our tents, thoroughly tired by a 
daily succession of hard work and king walks. 

Karly on the 5th we began the rapid descent. Sometimes the 
wind favoured, and we passed the land at the rate of ten knots an 
hour. Sometimes dangerous places obliged us to turn the boat’s 
head to the stream, pull against it, and so drop down between 
the rocks. Though easy, the return was dangerous. 

5th May .—Our first day f s work, in returning, was eighty-five 
Vniles, a distance which had cost six days’ hard labour in 
Ascending. 

Gth .—Next day we made ^ood about eighty-two miles; and on 
the 7th we reached the salt water. 

Only one fish was taken,—-which had been left on the bank. 
It was similar to a trout. Not uwore than half a dozen live fish 
were seen, and none could be caught, either with hooks or nets. 

We were twenty days absent on this little expedition, yet saw 
perhaps as little that was generally interesting as could be seen in 
a land and watol' journey of 500 miles in any part of the world. 
Darren shingly plains, extensive fields, or districts of lava, a dis¬ 
tant view of the Andes, numerous herds of guanacoes, a few 
ostriches and foxes, and a very rapid river, were the principal 
things seen by us which deserve remembrance. 
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XI .—Memoir nrt the Origin, Progressi, and Present State of the 

Surveys in India. By Captain Thos. Best Jems, E. I. G. 

, Engineers, F.G.S. & A.S. , ' t ~ 

A summary and popular account of the origin, progress, and 
actual state of the surveys carrying on under the auspices of the 
Honourable East India Company, has doubtless been considered # 
a desideratum by many who are interested "in geographical dis- 
more especially as the results have recently been brought 
before the public, and have naturally suggested some inquiries as 
to the methods pursued, and the degree of confidence to be 
placed in what has been thus submitted hi its criticism, it would 
indeed be a dereliction on the part of any who should enter upon 
the task of explaining these matters, were he to omit to notice at 
the outset how singularly disinterested and munificent a part this 4 * 
great and influential public body has taken in undertakings which, 
whatever may be urged of other schemes, originated in no Sordid 
or selfish policy, and may undeniably be said to have more of a 
national character than any other to which their attention has been 
called : nay, further, which apart from the immediate exigencies 
of the state, have been pre-eminently calculated to speak to the 
steady, straightforward, enlightened principles that mark hoth 
those that direct, and those that administer the executive govern¬ 
ment of our Eastern empire. 

The earliest records of the India House bear abundant testi¬ 
mony to the fact of the constant and lively interest taken by the* 
Directors in the improvement of tli<#charts and navigation of the 
Indian seas. Repeated instructions were sent out year after year 
to the local governments, to cause individual talent to be put in 
requisition by every species of encouragement:—log-books, astro¬ 
nomical and written observations to be procured and sent home, 
and where the originals could not he obtained, tracings were 
directed to be accurately made, and forwarded for compilation and 
publication. The patronage so wisely cxtended # l)y our most gra¬ 
cious and excellent sovereign, George the Third, to the improve¬ 
ment, of geographical knowledge, was ibus in spirit and in letter 
transferred to his people in every quarter of the globe, and the 
steady support which other navigators and travellers experienced 
at, the hands of •royalty, were Equally evinced by those who 
watched over the destinies of India. • ^ 

Although, some valuable scattered notices both of the geo¬ 
graphy and the trigonometrical operations have appeared from time 
to time in the Transactions of the Royal Society and the Asiatic 
Society of Calcnifcfca, as well as in Major Rennell’s Memoirs, and 
voyages and trails °f a still earlier date, very little, notwith¬ 
standing, of what has been recently accomplisfied has, as yet, been 
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described inoany publication generally accessible to the commu¬ 
nity, iq a simple and connected form, intelligible to readers of all 
classes. In endeavouring to-Supply this deficiency, it were much to 
be wished that jsuch an epitome had been ready prepared to hand 
by those who haye successively superintended these operations, and 
were, therefore, most competent to do justice both to the subject 
itself, and to the many meritorious individuals who have been en¬ 
gaged in its execution, the memorials of whose unobtrusive indus¬ 
try and talent would, but for such notice, bd entirely forgottjMM*C«T 
lost. In default of such account, the following particulars will be 
received with indulgence, and probably be found acceptable, inas¬ 
much as they are drawn from the best sources of information by one 
who was for many years employed on that survey, and felt an enthu¬ 
siastic interest in its progress and execution. I should have deemed it 
"presumptuous to have engaged to prepare this paper for the Society, 
but for the conviction that the fulfilment of such an undertaking 
by any other person would perhaps have been attended with con¬ 
siderable difficulty, and the conclusions, so drawn, might after all 
have been judged far less satisfactory than as they now come from 
the pen of a soldier little used to description, though intimately 
conversant with the nature of the countries surveyed, the circum¬ 
stances and capabilities of the parties employed, and the several 
methods which Were used under all the discordant and conflicting 
emergencies, in despite of winch so much has been accomplished. 

° It may be expected, however, that I should preface this account 
with a few remarks on the progress of geographical knowledge 
generally, as an appropriate introduction to that of Asia, and 
bring it down to the period when our acquisitions in British India 
began to assume an importance to the country, which demanded 
a more energetic exercise of authoiaty, and established the East 
India Company in the administration of its government. An 
analysis of this sort is chiefly instructive as it illustrates the march 
of intelligence, and the advance of the arts, and perhaps as throw¬ 
ing some light ctn communications which have occasionally been 
received with interest by the Society respecting the early navi¬ 
gation of the ancients. 

In taking a cursory review of the progress of the .most inte¬ 
resting and important departments of knowledge, it se$$hs difficult 
to account on any rational principles for those singular contempo¬ 
raneous fits, those widely-diffused impulses which circumstances 
absolutely unconnected with each other concur to produce in the 
minds of individuals, directing and instigating them to occupations 
luid rescarches an extension of the most valuable objects and pur¬ 
suits which have engaged the attention of thegeivilized world. 
N either is the question satisfied on the ordinary jufea of necessity. 
Take what department you will, though necessity shall be clearly 
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shown to have been equally imperative, and the timds proportion¬ 
ately fertile in expedients at the periods when sneh inquiries werp 
instituted, there is a ripeness of ses^on at which every project that 
is started, every efforif in aid of individual sagacity or industry 
can alone be prod uctive of fruit. Nor are the advices to such state, 
although unobserved, less subordinate to this remarkable principle, 
like the return of suspentfed animation, the first symptoms of , 
change are almost imperceptible, but at length the new acces- 
'Stok : -af vitality and strength are visibly increased, and the struggles 
of life go on with a marked and characteristic rapidity till the re¬ 
covery is perfect. And it is thus, more probably, ^vith that un¬ 
natural state of ignorance which has hitherto supervened for 
many ages, than to any progressive advance of the mind, whether 
intuitive or produced by external causes, that we should rightly ^ 
apprehend the present strides of science. From a state of inani¬ 
mation the moral and intellectual pulsation has been at first com¬ 
paratively slow, and indistinctly perceived. The exhibition of 
every successive effort is a characteristic harbinger of higher and 
more rapid degrees of improvement,—an improvement which will 
eventually lead to every desirable approach to perfection. 

Whatever may be the most rational account of this remarkable 
and simultaneous concurrence of events, mariy people are content 
to dismiss the difficulty, by referring it either to the particular 
occasions which call forth individual talent, or to the influence of # 
certain master-spirits on the subsisting state arid character of 
society. And doubtless it is on this showing, that War or Peace,* 
Freedom or Servitude, commercial enterprise or despotic tyranny, 
are presumed by one or other of us to operate as so many spurs 
or checks to the further progress of the human race in the chief 
desiderata of Science and Art? Without going at any length into 
the proofs of this assertion, \vc might advert to the remarkable 
literary inquiries and establishments in the eighth and ninth cen¬ 
turies,- instituted or fostered at one and the same period, in con¬ 
nexion with the religious persuasions of the Christians, the Mo¬ 
hammedans, and the Booddhists. T. he peculiar encouragement 
thus held out to the cultivation of the Latin by Charlemagne ami 
his immediate successors in France and Germany; ol the Arabic 
by the Khattfil Almunsoor, Haroun Alrascliid, and Mamoon ; and 
by the respective sovereigns of India, Thibet^ and China, ol the 
Sanskrit, Pali, and Thibetian langud^es;—these w^je eminent 
though unconscious precursors of those subsequent discoveries, 
to which we now recur with especial admiration. . . 

Geographical soiettce furnishes also another and appropriate 
illustration of tlgls fact. The simultaneous exertions of many 
individuals wholly unknown to each other, to institute inquiries 
preparatory to that enlarged and more exact acquaintance with the 

VOL. vii. • k 



130 


Memoir on the Indian Sy/rryeys. 

relative situation of countries and objects on the isurface of the 
gibbers precise form, dimensions, distribution, and local peculi¬ 
arities ; these all have lolloped successively at intervals, as inves¬ 
tigations supposed to have,originated in fortuitous circumstances 
which some one or other of the foregoing causes had contributed to 
elicit or suppress. Tjbis view of the matter, however discursive 
it may be thought by such as are indisposed to general reflections, 
is of consideration chiefly, and indeed solely, as it shows us the po¬ 
sition we actually occupy, while it presents us with a cheerin g q» ' T 
magnificent prospect of what is yet to be effected and anticipated 
in this most essential article of information. 

The most striking feature of these investigations is sufficiently 
exemplified in the progress of geographical discovery from the 
fifteenth century, when the long dormant energies of the descen- 
~ danls of the Phoenicians, or the jealousy and rivalry of other nations 
prevailed with the Spaniards and the Portuguese to wrest the 
commerce of the East from the hands of the Venetians, or to strike 
out new and unexplored paths for industry, enterprise, and social 
intercourse, in subservience to the spread of what was usually held 
out to be the paramount design, the communication of religious 
truth* The great object of the Portuguese, in point of fact, may 
probably be referred to their anxiety to dispossess the Venetians 
of their important commercial advantages in Egypt. The me¬ 
morable treaty of that pedple with the Mamelukes, and their 
c arrangements to defend the desert against the Portuguese, suffi- 
nciently demonstrate the real spirit of the restrictions to the first 
navigation to India. The r-evcrc system of taxation imposed by 
Sultan Selim, who conquered Egypt in J .3 1 2 , and the avarice of 
his successors, contributed also to engage the Portuguese to 
follow up the discovery of India by that of still more remote 
lands—ft,r then only were the great commercial importance of 
their discoveries rightly understood. 

Whatever may have been the amount of our acquaintance with 
Asiatic countries, and India in particular, previous to that time, 
it would serve us little to examine more particularly, excepting 
only as it affected the question of the maturity of science in 
past ages. That the intercourse of the ancients was more 
extensive, even with the remotest parts of Asia, than has been 
usually admitted by* Europe a it writers, will unquestionably be 
agreed to on examination, and thus a multiplicity of customs, laws, 
and institutions bo legitimately referred to a common origin, 
which on any other supposition are altogether inexplicable. 

«. The Spaniards unexpectedly arriving at their destination by a 
much shorter route than the Portuguese, left l^e latter uninter¬ 
ruptedly to pursue the great design of reaching India by sailing 
easterly ; and of the courage and boldness of the two nations, we 
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may be disposcd,fon mature reflection, to doubt whether the palm 
was not more justly due to the Portuguese. It was indeed# bold 
step, after having advanced so far Jo the south, to turn to the* 
east, and realize in sdiae sort fthe Gt& move to the circumnavi¬ 
gation of the globe, since it was in fact almost on tlu? very heels 
of the first adventures of the Portuguese that this great problem 
was solved by Sir Francis Drake* and Oliver Vander Woort. 
The voyages undertaken by the Spaniards and Dutch to the Spice 
jverc likewise as stepping-stones to a greater achievement, 
the honour of which was reserved for our own country, just one 
hundred years after Bernal Diaz rounded the Cape.^ 

And here it may be pardonable, in reference to tne early com¬ 
merce of the ancients, to advert, though briefly, to the singular ad¬ 
vantages, in a geographical point of view, which the Jews possessed 
over every other nation of the earth, inasmuch as that remarkable 
people, being the chosen depositaries of institutions and laws pre¬ 
eminently superior in their moral and social tendency, they were 
thus in a manner encouraged and counselled to the fulfilment of 
higher objects in the designs of Providence, by the most extensive 
interchange of the commodities of their own for those of other 
distant lands. Palestine, as it were, the key to the commerce of the 
whole earth, was accessible to the shores of India, Arabia, and the 
eastern coast of Africa, by a branch of the Red Sea. By the 
Mediterranean its communications with the northern and western 
coasts of Africa, the eastern shores of Europe, and by no very 
hazardous route with the shores of America, were equally easy, 
while the Black Sea, the Caspian, and the Persian Gulf, presented 
facilities in other quarters which no other country could have 
boasted of. That the ancients had a knowledge of those countries, 
and that they had actually circumnavigated Africa, is as probable 
an inference, from the testimony of Herodotus, as that the inter¬ 
course with the East was familiar to the Jews so early as in the 
reign of Solomon, when they trafficked for ivory, apes and pea¬ 
cocks, since the latter arc peculiar to the countries east of the 
Indus. The testimony of Herodotus to the circumnavigation of 
Africa by the Phoenicians is remarkable, and to many may ap¬ 
pear as conclusive as curious. The authenticity of the passage 
indeed lias, like many others of a similar description, been dis¬ 
puted by critics on* account of the* remark that £f when autumn 
arrived they drew to shore qn that part ftf Libya opposi^p to which 
they might be, sowed the grain, and awaited the harvest, which, 
when they had reaped, they again set sail; a conclusion, however, 
which, as well as that of the sun’s rising on the right hand as they • 
rounded the e xtreme promontory, and the resistance opposed to 

Tha motto given to Sir Francis Drake by Queen Elizabeth quaintly expressed 
mB merits— f ?Tu primus circumdedisti me,” surrounding a terrestrial globe. 

* K 2 
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their further ^progress by the contrary currents and accumulation 
of seaweed in 14° S., mentioned at the termination of the narra¬ 
tive, all bespeak alike the fidelity of the historian and the veracity 
of his informants.* ” * * 

These a'i-e considerations, however, which many may reckon 
more fanciful, or at best, more speculative than conclusive and 
useful. Let it be. remembered, however, that one step made 
towards the solutiofi of any difficulty is calculated to pave the 
way to the solution of others—and while we dwell on thejjawsfcitis 
of classic literature, we are frequently tempted to discredit the 
accuracy of the author on the ground of one mis-statement, or dis¬ 
parage his writings on the score of puerility or fiction. Thus also, 
when tracing similarity of moral institutions and civil usages in re¬ 
mote parts of the earth, where intercourse had not been suspected. 


* “I wonder at those who divide and lay down llie boundaries of Libya, Asia, and 
Europe, as if the difference between them were not very great; for, while in length, 
Europe extends along both, no comparison can be f ormed by which to estimate their 
relative width. Libya declares itself to he circumnavigable, except where it is 
bounded by Asia. The first person known to have proved this was IN echo. King of 
Egypt. When he ceased to carry on the canal leading from the Nile to the Arabian 
Gulf, he sent out some Pdiouiicians, instructing them to sail round by the Pillars 
of Iieteules (Straits of Gibraltar) to the Northern Sea (the Mediterranean), and so 
return to Egypt. Tfhese Phoenicians, therefore, parting from the Erythraean Sea, 
navigated the Southern Sea. When autumn anived they drew to shore on that 
part of Libya opposite to which they might be; there they sowed the ground, pud 
-awaited the harvest, which, when they had reaped, they again set sail. Thus they 
continued their progress during two years; in the third, doubling the Pillars of 
Hercules, they arrived in Egypt. These persons affirmed, what to me seems incre¬ 
dible, though it may not to another, that, as they sailed round Libya, they had 
the sun (rising) on the right hand. In this way was Libya first made known. 

“ Long after the Phoenician voyage, as the Carthaginians relate. Satupses, son of 
Teapses, of the Achaimenidian family, was sent to cncumuavigato Libya, though he 
failed to accomplish his task; for, appalled by the length and desolation of the 
voyage, he turned back without having achieved the toil imposed upon him by his 
mother. This Satapses had violently insulted a daughter of Zopyrus, son of Mega- 
hysus ; for which offence he was about to he impaled by the order of King Xerxes, 
when his mother, who was the sister ot Darius, interceded for him, saying that she 
would inflict upon her son a still greater punishment, for she would lay upon him 
the necessity of circumnavigating Libya, until he should arrive in the Arabian Gulf. 
Xerxes consented to this proposal, and Satupses going to Egypt, there hired a ship 
and mariners, and thence sailed through the Pillars of Hercules. Having passed 
these, and doubled the extreme point of Libya, which hears the name of Soloeis, he 
sailed southward; hut ufter traversing, during many months, a vast extent of sea, 
and knowing that still more must be passed, he turned his course, and sailed back to 
Egypt. Thence he proceeded to Persia, and presented hin^elf before Xerxes. He 
said, that on the' remotest part of the coast along which he sailed he saw mfcn of 
diminutive sf^'Liire, clad in leaves of the palm tree., who, whenever the sailors drew to 
shore, abandoned their towns, and tied to the hills. His people entering, did the 
natives no other injury than taking their cattle. The reason why he could not sail 
entirely round Libya Was, he said, that in attempting further progress his ship stuck 
'Cast; but Xerxes not giving credit' to the excuse he made for not fulfilling the ap¬ 
pointed task, condemned him to undergo his first sentence, 0|$j} he was impaled. The 
chief officer ait' Sat apso*, instantly us he heard of his death, fled to Samos with jj'reat 
wealth. ..This treasuru c wus seized by a certain Samian, whosfc name I well-know, 
and purposely conceal.”— /Aradofe*, Book ir„Section s. ' 
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we are in a Iilce degree prone to conclude against* a degree .of 
civilization and intercourse, which may be founded in reason a% 
well as in fact, from not having sufficiently examined or considered 
the evidences to the contrary.' , * 

The commercial expeditions to India by the Romans, the 
Egyptians, and at a later period by the Arabs, were of too exclusive 
a nature to throw much light on geography; vestiges of the former 
on the coast of India are still to be found throughout Malabar, 
whexc *h>rge collections of Roman coins have escaped the furnace 
of the goldsmith.* The Egyptian fleets were encountered by the 
Portuguese on their first arrival in India, and the Arabs had for 
many centuries colonized not only on the whole line of coast from 
the Persian Gulf to Cape Comorin, but had established themselves 
on Ceylon, and all the principal islands of the Indian archipelago. 
In such state of things Europeans found the navigation when they 
first became acquainted with it; but for the successive improve¬ 
ments it has undergone from this period, we are much indebted 
to the diligence of persons unconnected with official duties. | , . 

The circumnavigation of the globe was, however, too much to 
be taken on trust, and the relative situation of countries heeded 
further confirmation. These were pursuedfwith unabated curi¬ 
osity, till in seeking to assign to objects their prqpcr place on its 
surface, the precise form of the earth and its dimensions, new and 
still more intricate problems were found to be indispensably neces- . 
sary. It is ^n this stage of the proceedings that we purpose to 
notice the most prominent particulars connected with the geo- * 
graphy of Asia, more especially those departments of it which 
relate to India, and the valuable maritime surveys instituted and 
carried on by the public spirit and munificence of the Honour 
able East India Company. * 

The contemporaneous experiments of Picard in France, of 
Sncllius in Holland, and Norwood in our own country, for the 
measurement of a degree on the meridian, had gjyen rise to many 
curious speculations, which, in conjunction with the mathematical 
deductions of Huygens and Newton, revived in the early part of 
the eighteenth century the contested problem of tlio determination 
of the earth’s cllipticity. In the researches incident to such in¬ 
quiries, much ney geographical ^natter h;yl been added to that 
acquired from other sources, and every resulting formula so ob¬ 
tained was systematically applied by Cassini and Da%ville to the 
improvement of the charts and maps of other countries. , They 

. * A very large and most valuable collection of these coins is now in the posses- 
sion of a native at Palghautclierry; and Mr. Sparks, of the Madras civil service, 
toM me he had beenSparticularly successful in procuring many rare Specimens in 
that province. 

t Horsburgh, the self-taught cabin-boy, and one of the first hydrographers in the 
world, is an instance in point. 
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were indecd^remarkably qualified to originate geographical pro¬ 
jects, and reduce the stores of information which were daily flowing 
in from all quarters* and for^a considerable period&the maps of 
the latter as respects India .and the neighbouring countries were 
the best we had. .But a vast field had at length been gradually 
opening out for like investigations in India* as in Europe, by 
t the extension of the theatre of war to the most distant and 
hitherto unexplored provinces, and the gradual subjugation of tlj£i*- 
princes lately confederated with the French nation. Majord&Efmell 
of the engineer corps* whose celebrity as a geographer is familiar to 
all of us* was the first person who reduced the miscellaneous 
materials collected by British officers on the same principles, and 
in pointedly stating his obligations to Mons. D’Apres’ Neptune 
r- Oricntale; and to M. Danville’s maps of Asia and India, published 
in 1751 and 1752, he eulogises with astonishment the skill and 
tact with which that excellent geographer availed himself of the 
scattered notices derived from vague itineraries and books of 
travels. 

This observation of Major Rennell, respect ing Danville, may lead 
us to estimate the peculiar talent which enabled him also* under 
existing circumstances, to produce so much valuable information 
respecting countries that were inaccessible to European obser¬ 
vation; it was the talent of comparing and collecting* the habit 
,of selection* and a judicious application of such selection to one 
uniform system—requiring no ordinary share of patient investi- 
’ gation and deference to truth, to the exclusion of whatever might be 
either speculative or unknown. A memorandum or simple route 
enabled him under such restraints to fix the position of many 
interesting places with a very tolerable degree of precision. To 
everything there must be a beginning, and with reference to those 
who are disposed to undervalue Labours of this sort, it may be well 
to offer in extenuation that the master hand is as frequently dis¬ 
played in the fir§,t rude; outline; or design as in the finishing touches 
of a pe>rtrait; and a hasty sketch is, in its way* circulated to ex¬ 
press frequently as much as can be conveyed by a more perfect 
delineation. With regarel to Major Rcrmell’s opinion, that the 
public records at Goa contained much that might have served to 
illustrate eastern geography generally, he wg.s doubtless mis- 
informed, as f had' the most unlimited access to everything* of 
that sort foE’scveraf years, and was assured that if anything had 
been deposited in the archives prior to 1700, it had been ab¬ 
stracted or destroyed at the instance of the Marquis of Pombal. 

Having once laid down a general plan, everything additional 
fell in its proper place, and served at least to #ec<unmend more 
perfect and accuratp surveys to succeeding investigators. Such 
as hjbs information was respecting Berar and Bengal* it is still the 
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most complete we possess, though the rewards amP credits were 
in a measure bestowed on a far less gifted and successful observer, 
Colonel Clparles Reynolds. Therj? is one way, however, of satis¬ 
fying those who are over-serupulcfus, and can find no merit in 
adjustments so dependent, as they may argue, ,upon clfance, which 
I will venture to affirm is unanswerable, aind that is, a comparison 
of the latitudes and longitudes of the principal points determined ( 
by Rennell, and the results of the great trigonometrical survey. 
The coincidences indeed were more than sufficient to justify that 
remark made many years ago by Johnson, in his Tour to the He¬ 
brides, that many parts of India were better kr^own than the 
northern parts of Scotland. 

Many very intelligent officers soon followed in the train of 
Major RcnHell ; Captain Mon crieff, of the Bombay Engineers, 
Captain Mackenzie, of the Madras Engineers, and Colonel 
Charles Reynolds, who were all three very early distinguished for 
their capacity in this line. The former, in his pro’gress through 
Canara and Malabar, produced a valuable geographical sketch of 
those provinces subsequently incorporated by Colonel Reynolds in 
bis large map of India.* 

It is not too much to conclude that • some portion, of the 
characteristic spirit of Rennell had been communicated to all 
those who were placed in connexion with him in his official 
capacity of surveyor-general ; for about the time of the publi¬ 
cation of his Memoir of a Map of Hiudoostan, a variety of 
documents were placed on record, which were suffered to pass 
unnoticed, and there is still much in them which would deserve 
preservation. On the i4tb January, 1780, Mr. Charles Chap¬ 
man was deputed to the government at Cochin China, to inquire 
into the advantages of a commerce with that country, and to 
endeavour to establish a freedom of itfade to all the Company’s 
settlements, under sanction of the ruling power of the place. A 
narrative of his proceedings and observations on Cochin China 
and Tonquin, in pursuance of this mission, was lor warded to the 
Court. Another document, with a set of drawings of lands as 
they appear in the eastern passage to China, according to the 
bearings laid down, was sent in by Mr. George Grey Townshcnd, 
on the 24th January, 1791; and a further description, with 
charts of Cochin China, by IVfr. Georg?? TagWell, on the 9th 
August, 1799- Lieutenant-Colonel* Kyd, the Bengal En¬ 
gineers, Mr. Ritchie, Colonel Colebrooke, and Captain Blair, 

* Captain Reynolds’ Survey of Beiluore, on a larger scale than any which had 
then been attempted (four miles to an inch) first brought him into public notice, and 
deservedly so, both' from the minuteness and accuracy with which it was executed, 
and its extent and completeness, considering how very few there were at that time 
who paid any attention to science. * 
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furnished at intervals various astronomical particulars, and written 
information respecting the Ganges and the Hoogly rivers, as did 
Lieutenant Wood, Mr. Reuben Burrows, and Mr. Michael Top- 

f )ing, on the coasts of Arracan/the Delta of the Ganges, and the 
atter of the entire, eastern coast, from the embouchure of that 
river to Cape Comorin. -T|ic volume of astronomical observations 
by Mr. Reuben Burrows*Jtlst January, 1791, may probably con- 
lain many well-determined ppints which have not yet been ascer¬ 
tained either by C Jap tains Ross, Crawford, or Grant. They are - 
accompanied at least by sketches of the coast, done witli much 
care, and referred to a series of bearings, latitudes, and longi¬ 
tudes, which is'to be inferred from the fact, that the entire book 
is throughout in the hand-writing of that skilful mathematician. 
Mr. Michael Topping’s observations on tlie currents'in the bay 
"“of Bengal, of the 1st March, 1788, on the l6th January, and.26th 
June, 1792, may probably be found erf essential importance in 
future investigations respecting the retreat or advance of the sea 
on the east coast of India, and the exact registration of the tides. 
His survey of the mouths of the Godavery river and Coringa road, 
18th September, 1790, and 21st January, 1791, and his proceed¬ 
ings and Teport in the Masulipatam Circar, drawn up with a view 
to ascertain the practicability of applying the waters of the rivers 
Krishna and Godavery to the fertilization of the land, with charts, 
observations, and levels, communicated 20th February, 1794, and 
2 nd October, 1795, may yet induce the Madras government and 
authorities at home to reconsider that valuable project. 

I have drawn up this summary account of a few of the most re¬ 
markable attempts to add to our stores of geographical and hydro- 
graphical information before the conquest of Mysore, during 
which interval the office of surveyor-general had been held 
successively by Colonels Gall, Charles Reynolds, and Colebrook. 

I should not omit, however, to notice the valuable maritime surveys 
of Captains Huddart and M'Clucr, and Lieutenants Ringrose, 
Wedgeborough, aSid Skinner, on the western coast of India, from 
1790 to 1793, which still continue to be good authority to navi¬ 
gators of that coast, and were actually incorporated by Colonel 
Reynolds in his map. At the time they were delivered to the 
government an outcry was raised against their accuracy, which 
subsequent inqimy ha$ shown to be without a shadow of justice; 
and I may mention k as 0 corroborative proof of the attention and 
skill which fiiust have been bestowed on the subject by Captain 
M‘Cluer,. that. in.carrying on a trigonometrical and topographical 
survey, pf the .coast upwards, with all, the help#' and improved 
methods for which our recent acquisition of the ©ountry afforded 
also greater facilities, I found the actual outlines of the coast 
and exact distances 1 differ very immaterially from those ,, in 
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M'Gluer’s charts, and I had the more favourable opportunity of 
verifying the fact, as the superintendent of marine furnished mte 
with Captain JM‘Cluer’s original drafts,,on a large scale, for this* 
express purpose. • 

Such was the state of our acquaintance with India d«wn to the 
breaking out of the second war in Mysore in & 799* established 
for the most part on the valuable deductions pf Major Rennell 
and Danville, whose labours were eventually incorporated with a 
mass of native information of indifferent character in 'the large 
map of Colonel Charles Reynolds. And here it may be well to 
pause for a while, and take a general review of the state of geo¬ 
graphy in India as compared with that of our own country, where 
many of us would willingly believe some much more marked ad¬ 
vance had beftn made to an accurate acquaintance with the po¬ 
sition and superficial extent of the British territories, than in less 
civilized lands; and that a maritime nation at least, such as Eng¬ 
land, had been long in possession of the most accurate*charts of its 
own shores, which should enable its shipping, in the event of 
anticipated peril or stress of weather, to avail themselves of every 
advantage presented by peculiar natural localities. 

In countries where the inhabitants are comparatively backward 
in point of civilization, where there are but few large towns, where 
commerce is not the primary pursuit, and there*are hardly any 
great roads, the delineation of the gre§,t features which they pre¬ 
sent has usually been deferred till they have become the theatre * 
of war, and even then are supposed for all ordinary purposes • 
sufficiently complete by' the collation of routes, corrected here 
and there by observations#or latitude and longitude. It is argued 
that the difficulties to be surmounted, and the advantages to be 
expected, could never be commensurate with each other, nor 
w ould the expense of money and life thus bestowed be in any ade¬ 
quate degree compensated by the information acquired. Where 
so much is necessarily left to imagination, it is inconceivable how 
little dependence is to be placed on the generality of such com¬ 
pilations, how much interpolation and repetition also of rivers and 
towns, and other principal objects, are incident to the mere incon¬ 
sistencies of orthography. My particular attention was drawn to 
the latter circumstance, on going over the tract of country on the 
western coast of Iifdia, and comparing the adtual survey with that 
compiled by Colonel Charles Reynolds* in 179$. % 

Moreover, as in route surveys much is leftHo the eye, to the 
judgment of the observer in estimating distances, as well as to his 
candour in drawing inferences from the various descriptions of. 
information presented to him, it very rarely happens that any two 
practitioners, and they are Usually self-taught amateurs, arrive at 
the same conclusions. The very same provinces, therefore, whic 
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purport to *have been laid down from the most accurate obser- 
f nations of such persons hare occasionally a degree of dissimilarity 
to each other, which leaves Jhe compiler quite at « loss on what 
principle to reconcile their discrepancies. The repetition of such 
surveys selves only to increase perplexity, where some even of the 
principal towns and. geographical features are most uncere¬ 
moniously Tshifted*several miles, while their exact position is still 
matter of doubt, ifTiappily he should not find them in two placgs 
wide apart. 

Such, anterior to the commencement of the great trigonometrical 
survey in Gfeat Britain, was the'only ibethod in general use, and 
it will not be out of place to mention that there were then 
errors in the positions of some important points, as the Lizard, 
to the amount of seven minutes of a degree, and that many of the 
best county maps exhibited blunders of three miles in a distance 
of less than .twenty. 

The various surveys throughout India and in Bengal, to a still 
later date, have, with few exceptions, been conducted in like man¬ 
ner, and the maps of districts under the latter presidency have, in 
consequence, been proportionally erroneous. To remedy this 
defeict has long beeA desired, but it is a task not easy at first sight 
to determine how a measure fraught with so many difficulties is to 
be effected without an extravagant outlay of money. 

The great map of India constructed by Colonel Reynolds 
was formed also on the foregoing principle. One extensive line of 
’ route running through several degrees of latitude fromGoojerat to 
Hindoostan, and corrected where it terminated on cither side by ob¬ 
servations of latitude, having been measured with considerable care, 
constituted a primary basis, to which other routes diverging on either 
hand were referred, and the intermediate spaces filled in from 
native information, or the labours of his assistants, Colonel Monier 
Williams, Sir James Sutherland, and other officers. This was 
until very lately the foundation of the entire map of Cutch, Katty- 
war, Goojerat, ilindoostan, and Rajpoothana, corrected at times 
by route measurements under his successor Colonel Monier Wil¬ 
liams. The expense of this imperfect geography from first to 
last has been incredibly great, but the reputation of Colonel 
Reynolds’ system and of his successors in officp stood so high with 
the Bombay goycrnffient, that every suggestion for improved •and 
more conclusive surveys whs invariably, negatived as superfluous. 

A collection of routes and other information collected by 
Colonel Kelly,, and suggestions for the improvement of the south 
Vif India, by Lieutenant-Colonel Gent, chief engineer at Madras, 
on the 28th January, 1784, followed up by a large and valuable 
compilation of routes by Captain Mackenzie, during a period of 
twelve years, four of which were incessantly devoted to that duty 
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constituted the basis of the geography of the south of India, lying 
principally between the Krishna river and Cape Comorin. Cap¬ 
tain Mackenzie’s labours began towards the close of the War of 
1783, in the provinces of Coimbatool and of Dindigul, afterwards 
in the course of his professional duties as an epgineer*in the pro¬ 
vinces of Madras, Nellore, and Guntoor, throughout the whole 
of the war from 1790 to 1792 in Mysore, and in the countries t 
ceded to the Nizam by the peace of 1792, from which period till 
1799 he was engaged in the first attempts to methodize and em¬ 
body the geography of that prince’s territories and the Deckan, 
interrupted only for a short period by the voyage an$ campaign to 
Ceylon in 1795-6. The peculiar talents of Captain Mackenzie 
for geographical and statistical inquiries had been early brought to 
the notice of’Lord Cornwallis, and his deputation to the Nizam’s 
dominions, at the conclusion of the campaign of 1792, enabled 
him to reduce the materials for the map of that prince’s territories 
to some degi ce of order. This map with the routes, memorandums, 
and notes, constituted the most useful exemplar of military survey, 
and contains, besides actual measurements, a multiplicity of 
curious and useful remarks on every subject that fell within his 
reach. • 

But a new and important era was now opening on this depart¬ 
ment of knowledge throughout the civjlized world. The defective¬ 
ness of the best British maps, the revolutionary turn of affairs in # 
France, and*an accidental circumstance of the most unlooked-for 
nature led in each of these countries to the entire remodelling of* 
the respective surveys. 

The British government having deputed Lord Macartney on an 
embassy to the Emperor of China, charged their ambassador with 
various magnificent presents^ and amongst others some which 
perhaps even our modern intellectual diplomatists would consider 
a little out of character, a beautiful zenith sector and 100-feet 
steel chain, constructed by Ramsden, a levelling and transit in¬ 
strument, besides other apparatus of a like costly and scientific 
description. The Emperor having declined this conciliatory offer¬ 
ing, the embassy stopped at Madras on its return homewards, and 
on coming to a reckoning with Dr. Dinwiddie, the astronomer 
and physician wh<^had accompanied Lord Macartney, the luck¬ 
less instruments were assigned to him in^part, payment of his 
salary. The mathematical abilities *and philosophical turn of 
mind of Colonel Lambton, at that time a lieutenant in H, M. 
3Srd regiment, had not escaped the observation of its distin¬ 
guished commandant, the Honourable Colonel Wellesley. Lieis* 
tenant Lambton, who was at that time officiating as brigade-major 
to Sir David Baird, having accidentally become acquainted with 
the circumstance, and confident of his own powers, made interest 



140 


Memoir on the Indian Surveys. 

that these valuable instruments should be rescued from the auc- 
tkflieer, and turned to some national account. The Earl of Mor¬ 
ning ton, the governor-general, on the final reduction of Mysore 
in 1799.. being then at Madras, concurring with his brother in the 
advantageous opportunity thus presented for carrying on an exten¬ 
sive survey of the Mysore dominions, further nominated Captain 
Mackenzie to the topographical details, while the statistics were 
assigned to Dr. Buchanan. 

Events had thus fortunately concurred to the furtherance of the 
design proposed by Lieutenant Lainbton, and humble as this tri¬ 
bute may appear, it is no less just thah due to ascribe the first 
encouragement of the measurement of the largest meridional arc 
that has ever yet been undertaken throughout the world to his 
Grace the Duke of Wellington. Every one who has experienced 
the difficulty of maturing any useful project, can better appreciate 
the patience and foresight which could have led his Grace to re¬ 
commend Lieutenant Lambton’s novel scheme to the government 
of India, prepossessed, as it had hitherto always been, in favour 
of the sufficient accuracy of mere geographical and route surveys. 

At Ins Grace’s suggestion to Lord Mornington, Mr. Petrie and 
Lord Clive, then Governor of Madras, the instruments were pur¬ 
chased on account of Government, and in furtherance of this pro¬ 
ject, a large theodolite similarly constructed to that used by 
General Roy, as also an altitude and azimuth circle for secondary 
'triangles were made in England by Cary, and by the year 1 HO 1 all 
r the requisite apparatus was at Lieutenant Lambton’s disposal.* 

In the year 1800 a plan <>f the intended operations was sub¬ 
mitted to the government of Fort St. George, and with their 
sanction published in the seventh volume of the Asiatic Researches. 
It was here proposed to join the coasts of Malabar and Coro¬ 
mandel by a scries of triangles, which might be extended on the 
south to the extremity of the peninsula, and to an indefinite dis¬ 
tance on the north, on a plan similar to that which had lately 
been adopted in'France and England. In the month of October 
of that year, a base line was measured near Bangalore, and the 
first experiments were made with the zenith sector at Dodagoontah. 
In the early part of 1802 a base line was measured near Madras, 
and in the mean time a new chain had been received from Mr. 
Ramsden, which professed to have been laid off at the tempera¬ 
ture of 50° Fahrenheit from that artist’s bar. 

Lieutenant Lambton’s first operations after this, were to carry 
on a series of triangles depending on the Madras base westward, 
tp meet the Bangalore base, and finally the west coast near Man- 

* Much of the excellence of these operations has been attributed to the skill of 
the artists Ramsden'ami Cary in the apparatus employed, and it is not out of place 
therefore to bring such high testimony before the public iu the Society’s Memoirs. 
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galore. In pursuance of this intention, he established the meri¬ 
dians of Carangooly, Kylasgurh, Terrakondah, Severndroag, 

M ull apannabet ta, and Balroyndroog, the positions of each o£ 
which he determined with relatiort, to the Madras observatory, 
lie also essayed to measure two perpendicular arc% viz., those 
connecting Severndroog with Yerracondah on the east, and Mulla- 
pannabelta on the west side, each being nearly sixty-seven miles 

in length. • * 

No country or circumstances could have been more favourable 
for such an attempt, whether we regard the skill, intelligence, 
and zeal of the operator, 1 the excellence of his instruments, the 
liberality and freedom from restraint which he experienced on the 
part of the Government, or the fortunate situation of the emi¬ 
nences on which his stations were chosen. But it was his opinion 
that he had failed entirely in deriving any results to bo depended 
on from his perpendicular arcs; and it is now, I believe, the 
general opinion among mathematicians that longitudes cannot be 
determined by this method, but must be deduced from other 
sources. 

About the same period Lieutenant Lambton carried a series to 
the southward, which terminated at a place cabled Trivandapooram, 
near Cuddalorc. Here he determined the latitude by a sufficient 
number of zenith distances, and he then proceeded to Panedre, a 
place nearly under the same meridiafla, where, by another set of 
zenith di.siapces, he found the amplitude of the celestial arcs he-* 
tween the north and south points of a small meridional series, in m 
middle latitude 12° 32' 21". This sue forming no part of the 
principal meridional series, which passes through Dodagoontah, was 
subsequently carried by him to the southward down to Punnae, 
near Cape Comorin, and finally to the northward as far as the 
parallel of 21° nearly; but as the particulars < if these operations 
are all in the possession of the Court of Directors, it would be 
superfluous to enter into any description of them in this Memoir. 
The meridians of Severndroog and Dodagoontah are so near to 
each other, that the same series connects both: for geographical 
purposes, such as the determination of latitudes and longitudes, 
the former is used, the latter only being reserved lor scientific 
details. 

The measurement of a base of verification, and the observation 
of a set of zenith distances near BejJer, in the year .1815, by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lami’ton, brought the great incrilional series 
up to the parallel of 18° 4', and with it, of course, the series of 
Severndroog. In 1817 this series was continued to the north¬ 
ward to the Go#very river, the triangles then branched off to 
the eastward hi meet the Yerrakondah meridian, down which a 
series was .earned to the former points on tin* Krishna. In 1819 
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Colonel Lai&bton determined to bring up the series of Carangooly 
to,the same parallel with those of Yerrakondah and Severndroog; 
hut as the operations proccq^ed the features of the country seemed 
favourable for completing 'thk intermediate series of Kylasgurh 
also, and by the end of 1820 both these series were satisfactorily 
conducted to the Godavery, though,dt must be observed, that the 
unhealthiness of the tracts was such as to occasion great loss of 
lives, and to ruin the constitutions of almost all eugaged in the 
laborious task. In the two following years the meridional arc 
was extended to Ellichpoor, and a base of verification measured 
in the valley of Berar by Colonel Lamb ton in person : the lateral 
series connecting Bombay with the base line at Daumergiddah, 
in latitude 18° 3', was temporarily interrupted by the death of 
this distinguished officer on the 20th of January, 1823. From 
that period the operations have devolved on Major Everest, 
F.R.S., whose conjoint labours with Colonel Lambton have been 
brought before the public in a separate publication. Major 
Everest has subsequently carried on the meridional arc from 
Seronj, in latitude 24° 7', to Kcdar Kanta, in the Himalaya 
mountains, in latitude 31° 2', verified by a base line in the Deyra 
Doon, situated near the foot of those mountains. 

A lateral series connecting Calcutta and Benares with the great 
meridional arc at Seronj, by Mr. Oliver, and another series from 
Bombay, by Lieutenant Shortrcde, has established the relative 
positions of the three principal stations in India. 

( A series of triangles by Captains Ward, Conner, Garling, 
Snell, and Jervis, has been parried on in the different provinces 
south of the 20th degree of latitude; and other lateral series, on 
four distinct meridians, are in progress to the eastward of the 
meridional arc, by Lieutenants \Vilcox, Boileau, Macdonald, 
Waugh, and Renny. 

1 have purposely abstained from any observations on the conti¬ 
nuation of the operations by Major Everest, as they will probably 
be given to the public by himself at no distant period, hut consider 
it a theme of pride to our country to have had two so highly 
distinguished and competent mathematicians as Colonel Lambton 
and Major Everest, and that the latter should have lived to have 
brought to a completion the most extensive, and probably, I may 
venture to add, also ^"leimost accurate measurfe of the earth tjiat 
lias yet been accomplished.,, Punnao, the southern extremp, is in 
latitude 8° fy 38''; Kedar Kanta in 31*2'. The total arc, there¬ 
fore, is about one-sixteenth of the entire circumference. 

On this triangulation as a basis, and on the various lateral 
series carried on by the officers and eleves of thp excellent mili¬ 
tary institution established at the suggestion of Colonel Colin 
Mackenzie, of the Madras Engineers, and ably superintended for 
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many years by Captain Troyer, the whole of the penjjbsula south 
of the Krishna has been minutely surveyed in detail. The whole 
of the Bombay Presidency, Khandesh and the eastern portions 
of Goojerat only excepted, remain unfinished. Of die Nizam’s of 
Hyderabad territories a large portion has been accurately sur¬ 
veyed. The Rajah of Berar»> or Nagpoor dominions, have also 
been triangulated and surveyed, though with less attention to 
accuracy. The survey of the Northern Cirqprs by Lieutenants 
Sackville, Buxton, and Snell, completes the portion designated as 
the Peninsula. North of this, of which the Nurbudda is the 
boundary, a very large portion under the Bengal Presidency has 
been likewise surveyed, according to the methods already adverted 
to, that is, route surveys corrected by astronomical observations; 
and on the eastern frontier much geographical matter has been 
added by Lieutenants Wilcox, Pemberton, and Grant. 

But we reserve the more complete and exact details, both of 
these surveys and of the still more important and valuable sur¬ 
veys conducted by the officers of the Indian Navy, to a future 
opportunity. 

[ To he concluded. ] 


XII.— Notice of the Mountain Aconcaqita in Chili. By Captain 
Robert Fitz Roy, Royal Navy. ’ 

During the'Beaglc’s survey of the Chilian coast, it was ascer¬ 
tained that the mountain Aconcagua vgis higher than the famed 
Chimborazo. By the mean of the results of many observations 
made by the Beagle’s officers at different stations on the coast of 
Chile, near Valparaiso, the height of Aconcagua above the sea 
appears to be 23,200 feet. Of various observations made at 
different times, no one result was less than 23,000, nor more than 
23,400 feet. %. 

According to recent accounts, the highest mountains in South 
America are— 

Sorata, whose height is,,said to he • . . 25,400 feet 

Illimani, said to be ’ . . . . 24,200 „ 

Next to which Aconcagua claims a plane, as . 23,200 „ 

Gualtieri is said 4o be . • # • . . . 22,000 „ 

*And Chimborazo . . . . . 21,000 „ 

above the level of the ocean. • % 

Amongst a variety of data for calculating the height of Aeon- 
cagua, the following are considered the best:— 

Observation made at Fort San Antonio, Valparaiso, with a * 
good theodolite, f&rty feet above the level of the sea at half tide. 
Angular elevation of the highest point $£ Aconcagua above the 
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horizontal jflane 1° 55' 4/5". The true bearing of the same point 
was N. 74° 56' E., and the distance 89,3 miles (of 60 to a degree). 
Fort San Antonio, Valparaiso,is considered to be in lat. 33 a V 53" 
S. and long. 71° 41'15" W.‘pf Greenwich. 

Captain Beechey has since made observations for ascertaining 
the height of Aconcagua, and theiryresult is greater than that of 
the Beagle's by some hundred feet. 

Aconcagua is a<-volcano in the Cordillera of the Andes j at 
intervals it is active. 


XIII .—Extracts from the Correspondence of the late Mr. David¬ 
son, during his residence, in Morocco;- with an Account of his 
further progress in the Desert.* 

T he much lamented close of Mr. Davidson's life, an event which 
every member of the Geographical Society will unite in deploring, 
has made it the melancholy duty of that body to preserve some 
record of his latest exertions in pursuit of geographical knowledge. 
For that purpose his various friends and correspondents were re¬ 
quested to place in ,tlie hands of the Secretary such of his letters 
as contained any observations of moment; to this request they 
readily acceded, and the acknowledgments of, the Society are 
more particularly due to Ilis Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
to whose gracious encouragement Mr. Davidson was mainly in¬ 
debted for his favourable reception ii$Jt£orocca, and who, with his 
wonted liberality, has allowed the tr&hscription of the most inte¬ 
resting communications received front that enterprising traveller. 
To the extracts from Mr. Davidson’s own letters, are added’ 
such accounts as have been at different times forwarded respect¬ 
ing his further progress and the fatal termination of his journey, 
the particular^ nf which are still involved in some doubt, though 
concerning thp$main point, the loss of his valuable life, there is 
unhappily no place for hope. 

It would have been highly gratifying had it been possible to 
introduce these extract to the reader, by a detailed memoir of 
Mr. Davidson’s extensive travels in every quarter of the globe; 
but the materials furnished by such various and remote journeys 
could not have beqn .collected and arranged in the short period 
, which has elapsed since the sad intelligence of his end has been 
authenticated. Those journeys were^also performed before their 
. autnoiv was in correspondence with this Society, and for that 
reason are not necessarily connected with its Jottrital. His in¬ 
structive lecture bn the site of Jerusalem and the 'movements of 
the investing armies, the manuscript of which, had it received its 

* Fur the nuteaat life foot of the page, the Foieigu Secretary is answerable. 

t 
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author’s last corrections, would have formed a suitable counterpart 
to his description of a mummy which he opened and described 
after his return from Egypt, might have been inserted in thil 
collection, had it not been too closely confined to topography and 
history to be properly placed among geographical disquisitions. 

In the summer of 1835, Mr. Davidson, whose ardour was-not 
checked by the many hazards and difficulties he had already ex¬ 
perienced, formed the adventurous project of a journey into the * 
heart of Africa, by what may be termed the most direct route. 
He therefore embarked in September, 1835, for Gibraltar, on his 
way to Morocco, from which country he hoped to reach Tombuktu 
by the route of Tafilelt, the road by which Rene Caille travelled 
from that city northwards. To the almost insurmountable ob¬ 
stacles which would meet iiim at every step, Mr. DaVidson was no 
stranger. His personal courage, however, his power of enduring 
fatigue and change of climate, readiness at finding expedients to 
obviate difficulties, and, above all, his peculiar urbanity, which 
could not fail to prepossess even strangers in his favour, gave his 
friends, and still more perhaps himself, a confidence which even 
those excellent qualifications could hardly justify. To many 
other accomplishments particularly valuable in sUth an under¬ 
taking he added a considerable knowledge of medicine, to which, 
indeed, he was ijn the main indebted for the accomplishment of 
that part of his journey which he did execute; and should his 
papers have escaped the.notice of the savages who assassinated* 
him, they may hereafter^^l another leaf to the laurels with which* 
his brow is already grac**® • 

" ■ The only person by whom Mr. Davidson was accompanied was 
*4:-negro baptized in the West Indies by the appellation of Edward 
Rpnnelan, but better know* in this country by his Musclinan 
n^me*of Abu Bekr, of whom some account has been given in this 
Journal.* . He is occasionally mentioned in the following letters 
by the name of Abou, and should be not have>sunk under the 
privations and fatigues of the desert, may pbssibly hereafter 
supply us with a more authentic account of his lamented employer’s 
end than any which we have hitherto received. 

Mr. Davidson, as was before remarked, was well aware of the 
difficulties which awaited him, and at Gibraltar, where he was 
detained nearly three months^ by “the impossibility of clearing'his 
way into the empire .of Morocco, be met Mr. Hay, is Britannic 
Majesty’s Consul-General in Barbary, who “ seems to think” (be 
says in a letter to Dr. Lee, dated 13th September, 1835) “ that we 
shall not be able to get on.” His resolution was not so easily tp 
be shaken; he proceeded to Tangier,f and after waiting there a 
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considerable Same, had at length the satisfaction of informing his 
brbther, Mr. T. Davidson, on the lilth December, that he had 
t1r that morning received a most kind and flattering letter from the 
Sultan of Morocco, accompanied by a few lines from his minister,” 
commanding him to repair to the court, where he should experi¬ 
ence nothing but what would be agreeable to him. This letter 
was accompanied by another to “ Kl’ Arbi Essaidi, the kaid of 
1 Tangier, directing liifn to provide everything for his safe conduct, 
and inclosing letters to all the governors by whom he had to pass, 
that they should pay him respect, honour, and hospitality, inas¬ 
much as he was travelling to benefit his fellow-creatures; that 
the governor fal-kaid] should provide him a guard of ten horse¬ 
men, commanded by a kaid [captain J, who would enforce respect 
and ensure the due performance of the Sultan, their master’s 
orders, which were that he should he treated with respect and 
consideration ; and that his Majesty inclosed for him, the governor 
[of Tanjah], money for the soldiers, and extra pay for the kaid, 
who were to act under his orders, and be guided by liis discre¬ 
tion.” “ Such,” he adds, “ is the manner, after a delay of three 
months, that I commence my arduous undertaking. 1 almost fear 
it is of too flattering*' a character, but must only use the more 
discretion.” 

Antecedently to the receipt of these gracious orders from the 
Sultan, Mr. Davidson’s residence at Tanjah had not been either 
agreeable or encouraging, as appears from the following extract 
ifrom a letter to Dr. Lee. written (10th December) only three 
days before the last:—“ My‘good and grateful companion [Alni 
Ilekr] begs me to forward the few lines he has this morning 
written to you, and 1 wish 3 could send you any particulars as to 
our journey, or any new observations.' on the small portion of this 
country which we have seen. With the exception of two or three 
excursions, [at] the utmost under fifty miles, 1 have been confined 
to the walls of this place, waiting the Sultan’s permission to pro¬ 
ceed into the interior. The jealousy of this people; exceeds all 
belief; their insults [are] innumerable, and I fear their determi¬ 
nation is not to allow us to proceed. I have, however, by means 
of a few presents, bought the interest of the governor of this place 
and of Tctuan, and have been allowed to visit the places in the 
neighbourhood, but r*eyer without, a soldier, front whose view 1 
cannot proceed one step, f have examined some of the neigh¬ 
bouring mountains, most rich in iron, and specimens of jasper and 
large masses of fossils. 1 have also passed some hours at the 
various douars,* or Arab encampments, have taken measurements 
of the ruins of the Outset, j or Pharaoh’s Peg, as it is called; some 

* Adwir,.plural of dar, a circular tent. 

f Autad, plural of Watad, a peg or stake. Autad in corruptly pronounced 
U'ts6d or U'tset. < 
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observations on which I hope shortly to send to England. I pro¬ 
pose next week, should 1 not receive iny permission to proceecj 
south, [to] go from hence to the Pjvarretts, amongst whose hills 
are some Bedouins. One large tVibe, who used to escort the 
hadjis from this to Mecca, still remain in the neighbourhood; 
and I think some of them would for a good consideration take me 
to Mourzouk, from whence I could get upon the caravan-track t 
for Soudan. I have had some conversation with the Sheik of 
Wadnoon* here, on his return from Mecca; but he states he 
cannot take me through Morocco, but null protect me, should I 
get to his dominions. The second rains have commenced with 
more than usual violence, and part of the country is impassable, 
which may account in some; degree for [ray] not receiving my 
answer from Morocc o. I shall lose no time as soon as I receive 
this, nor shall I delay more than this month, and if this fail, I 
shall commence the year by a new route. My health, thank 
God, is very good; but 1 am sorry to say that Abou has had his 
sight much affected ; and I fear he is very unequal to the journey. 

I am taking every care of him by nursing him ; and be is, too, I 
grieve to say, an object of great suspicion.” 

Secure under such a protection, Mr. I)a\*idson lost no time in 
proceeding to the capital, and had the satisfaction of giving his 
brother an account of his progress in jhe following letter :— 

“ The Garden of Muled Moutsa, , 
Morocco, 1 8th Jan. 1836. 

“ My dear Brother,—I fear from what lias accidentally trails- * 
pired, that it is the Emperor’s intention to detain me here for 
some time. I have little cause for regret, this not being the sea¬ 
son for me to cross the chain of Atlas, and any hurry on my part 
would only lead to suspicion, ^vhicli might prove highly injurious 
to my projects. According to the Sultan’s directions, I started 
from Tangier with my caid [kind, or captain] and his ton soldiers, 
accompanied, [for] the first two hours, by thirtj of the consular 
corps: the good wishes of all, 1 believe, 1 possess—Mr. John 
Hay, the Consul’s son, and M. Crusontolphe, the Swedish Vice- 
Consul, accompanying me on to Rabat,+—eight days’ journey. I 
found much benefit, and derived great pleasure from the company 
of these gentlemen, the former of whom is a perfect master of 
Arabic. 1 have been also most fortunate in procuring an excel¬ 
lent dragoman,]] wbfo bolds the office <ff interpreter tciitbe British 
Consulate at Tctuan, and who has obtained three months’ leave of 

* W full Ndu, or Niil, the valley or river of Notm or Nool. * 

t Rabat, i.e. Resting-place, Caravan-serai; blit here the name of a town.—F. S. 

m r *’ er j UIn »»i, or Tarjumah, interpreter, a word of the same origin as the Chaldee, 
Targum.’ , %■ . 

L 2 
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absence, and l's now my paid servant. He has twice attended the 
English medical inen who have been sent for to attend the Sultan, 
with whom he is a great favourite. To Rabat, the country pre¬ 
sents little worthy of observation; a fine fertile plain, rich valleys, 
with numerous streams, and a succession of mountain ranges reach¬ 
ing as far as the eye will carry one. A little circumstance had 
nearly deprived me of the great source of safety, and the main stay 
on which I have to Yely. Crossing an arm of the sea, at the 
Coubba of Mulai Ben Absolam,* my mules got into a quicksand, 
and I was obliged to dismount my soldiers, who had to wade the 
ford, their hordes accompanying the baggage, the ropes being passed 
round the mules’ necks and haunches to draw them out. Most of 
my clothes [were] spoiled, and many of my little luxuries destroyed. 
Our weather, fortunately, was fine, and this induced us to stop 
and dry our clothes, which keeping us too late to reach our place 
appointed for encampment, we sent on the Sultan’s letter to have 
a mona and house prepared at Mehidia. f The man mistook 
the road; and on our arrival, the Governor refused to give any¬ 
thing to either the soldiers, muleteers, or the animals. He had 
been told all liis directions w ere in the letter, and his only verbal 
orders were to pay mfe every respect and hospitality. He took me 
and my party out to his gardens, got ready a part of his house, 
provided most amply for the three and my servants, but left both 
jmen and beasts starving, they not having had any food, this being 
Ramadan, for eighteen hours. Starting me in the morning, he 
“gave me an additional escort of thirty men, to take me to Sallee,£ 
opposite to Rabat. Arrived' there, we were again without our 
letter; but the Emperor’s son had sent orders about me. I had 
to make some disturbance here; was detained two days, to wait 
for an escort of 200 horse, to be relieved by other 200, owing to 
an insurrection which has just broken out amongst the Zaire, 
who, it appears, expecting I was coming richly laden, had deter¬ 
mined to take me. They had plundered all the parties who had, 
for the last three days, passed their district. My letter arriving, 
the Governor altered his tone towards me. I had refused to pay 
him a second visit, because I was not treated with sufficient respect, 
and informed him l should appeal to the Sultan on my arrival at 
this pi ace t [Morocco]. He now comes to say qiy guard is ready, 
and he intends to accompany lfte the first two hours, when the 
Lieutenant-Governor is to take me on jto thmCommander of the 
Forces, who is posted at midway between this and the Douar at 
which I am to sleep. This sight was most beautiful: the variety 

T---- -- — — -— « - . .- ■ ... .. - . , . , -- 

* The Kubbah (sepulchral chapel) of a saint named.JM&l&i (Doctor) lira ’Abd- 
cs-salam. 

f Mehediyah (the city ^>f Mehed). + S&16. 
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of dress and arms, the beauty of the Bast horse, and the mcetjpg 
of sixty of the Oudaia*, who, added to my first escort, swelled our* 
party to above 300. We had a slight row on the road, [and] took 
one man, which had nearly set the escort at war. The poor lellow 
claimed the protection of the Oudaia by a sign which they must 
acknowledge, and these, with some of their comrades amongst the 
party who accompanied me from Rabat, separating from the main , 
body, prepared their guns for action. I had some difficulty, with 
the assistance of my caid, who appealed to their conduct before 
the person they had to escort. One man [was] severely wounded, 
and many [were the] losses of turbans, caps, &e. • At our halt, 
having been joined by a large caravan on the road, we covered a 
considerable space. 

“ I encamped in the centre : my marquee, my caid’s tent, two 
tents for my soldiers ; H assan, a sort of consular agent, going to 
Mazagan, with a little black tent between mine and the caid’s; 
our muleteers in the rear; our horses and mules in a circle, and 
surrounded by about sixty soldiers : outside of this, the camels 
and the rest of the party [were] disturbed in the night by a large 
wolf, who bad prowled in amongst us. Of these and the wild 
boar [there are] many traces. [We were;] off early, and at eleven 
experienced a hurricane, which obliged us all to stop. Our ani¬ 
mals [were] unable to face it, and w,o obliged for safety to dis¬ 
mount. Uer<e our guard left us. All drenched to the skin, [we] • 
proceeded to I\ar-el-Bcida,y and had no sooner got our tents up, 
than I received a message from Mulai Abdrahman,J the Emperor’s * 
second son, to say he had prepared a place for me in the court of 
the palace, and that it was too dangerous to sleep outside the walls. 

1 went, praying to be excused the fatigue of striking the tents 
uselessly. • 

“ On entering the town l was received by his guard, who 
galloping close to me, fired their guns so near my lace that I was 
nearly blinded. [The Prince is] a poor, puny boy, but having a 
very intelligent, wary Mentor. He had the orders of his father 
to bid me welcome. From this to Azamor,§ on the Oomer Begh,|j 
where I met with the best of all receptions, the Governor accom¬ 
panied me to Morocco with sixty horse. We ascended the three 
steps to the plain,of Morocco. On the last night, at a place 
called Swynia, I was robbed of your gold watch and part of Abou’s 
clothes. They havefeincc been returned. On crossingt. kantarah^j 
over the Tensift, 1 was met by a party of soldiers f commanded by 
a caid, to bid me welcome in the Emperor’s name, his Majesty 
being out reviewing his cavalry. They were to conduct me to th<T 

* Wedaya (valley-men). - f Dar el be'ida, the white house. 

X Mdlai Abd-er-rahm&n, Duke ot Prince Abd-er-rahrefin. £ Azamur. 

|| Umm-er-rabi’, *. e., the mother of spring. Kantaiah,». e., bridge. 
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ruins I now inhabit. I was taken round the walls by Haha, the 
plitce of the lepers, who have not the privilege of entering the 
city. This added above six miles to my already long journey. I 
found this place greatly in ruins: it must have been splendid. 
My room, 'which is bed-room and parlour and all, is thirty-eight 
feet long, eighteen wide, twenty-six high, richly ornamented, but 
without the slightest article of furniture. This forms one room of 
a square, the othei* parts [being] occupied by my servants, the 
caid, his soldiers, &c. And I have this day an accession of fifty 
persons, with the Emperor’s father-in-law, who has come to pay 
his respects, ^this being the season of the feast after Ramadan.* 
The old Moor, Seedy Mulai Tien Alee Abdrahman, has paid me 
a visit, and has become a patient. This evening I had to see his 
ladies, all fancying they were ill, [and eager] to see the Christian 
alter two days’ quiet (as they call it), that is, not travelling. I 
was ordered to be in readiness as soon as it. became dark, to go 
and see the Minister. A person would come for me, and T was 
to put on a cloak, and follow with mv dragoman. At seven, an 
old Moor, with two soldiers carrying lanthorns, came for me : I 
was surrounded, as soon as T was out of mv gale, by soldiers, and 
taken, as well as 1 could judge, about two miles, through large 
masses of ruins, crowded bazaars,]- (the people giving way), and 
numerous narrow streets. Not a word ; hut at each gate iny 
guard pronounced the word El Hadge, and we passed. Arrived 
at a low door-way, a black slave asked for the word—this was pro¬ 
nounced—and then my dragoman and I were ushered into a 
nairow passage in total darkness. Through the court-yard into 
which tliis opened we observed several persons pass out; when 
a small door opening behind us, the Minister (whom we had seen 
at the palace in the morning) was waiting to receive us. Tea was 
brought, and in the centre of this room stood a single chair, on 
which I was to sit. I was then hade; welcome in the name of the 
Sultan, [and was told] that I was to consider myself his guest; 
that I had only to wish, and it should be granted ; that his master 
was only waiting for the fast to terminate, when he would see me. 
A host of fulsome compliments ! 

“ I was then shown the vegetable productions of the country 
used as medicines ; requested to report upon them ; and questioned 
as to the progress of medical science. I spoke of the countries I 
had visited^, and was assured that I should find more to be pleased 
with in my reception here. 1 was then asked to feel the Minis¬ 
ter’s pulse, arid report on his health; then to know if I would 
^examine his black ladies, two of whom were but so-so,—a pretty- 
job ! I played my part well. Orders were given that no one be 

* Bairiim, or, *IM nil DoM. 

f AswSk, plural of Sok, or S6k, the Arab word for market—b&zar in Persian. 
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admitted. 1 was then told that the Lieutenant-Goternor of the 
Meshwar * would come in the morning, and take me to all the 
Sultan’s palaces and gardens, and that a guard would be at mf 
command whenever I wished to go'out. I shall describe all these 
to you when I get home. I am under a strict espionage, and wor¬ 
ried to death with patients. I saw the Sultan whilst passing through 
his palace, and have received his orders to visit him on Friday. His 
favourite wife is ill, and the difficulty is how to let me see her. 1 • 
have refused to prescribe for her, without. The court-physician 
is here twice a-day, and I have assisted him in one or two cases, 
and he thinks there never was such a doctor. A Seidlitz powder 
astonished him beyond all belief. 1 go next week td Atlas to visit 
some strange cities inhabited by Jews. Of these I write to His 
lloyal Highness. Kl kludge is here again, to say the Sultan has 
sent him to say that five of his guard will be here in the morning 
to conduct me to the great markets, and after this to an inspection 
of the cavalry, and to ask if anything can be done to make me 
more comfortable.” 

Notwithstanding his incessant and wearisome occupation as 
both physician and apothecary to the Maroquine Court, Mr. 
Davidson found leisure for scientific inquiries, not forgetting those 
to which his attention had been particularly directed by H.R.H. 
the President of the Royal Society, who with his well-known con¬ 
descension had desired this enterprising traveller to correspond 
with him. The result of his first inquiries was communicated in* 
these terms :— , 

“ Morocco, 3rd February , 1836. 

“ Sir,—I have deferred taking advantage of your Royal High¬ 
ness’s condescension in permitting me to address you, hoping 
that I should 'ere this have u*ade my excursion to the five villages 
in the valley of the Southern Atlas, inhabited by Jews, who differ 
much from any 1 have yet met with. Hitherto I have been able 
to glean but little from the few' who visit the city, which is prin¬ 
cipally supplied by them with charcoal; bulf having this day 
received the Sultan’s permission to proceed and to continue my 
journey to Wadnoon (from which place I hope to join a caravan 
now collecting, to proceed to Soudan), should I succeed in this, 

1 should not have an opportunity of addressing your Royal 
Highness; an honour of which I •shall ever feel most proud. 

The Jews of Atlas, are far superior, both physically and 
morally, to their brethren residing among the Moors. Their 
families are numerous, and each of these is under the immediate 
protection of a Berber (the aboriginal inhabitants of Nortji 
Africa), patron, or master. They have, however, their own 

* JMeshwar, Council,. • 
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Sheik, a Jekr, to whose jurisdiction all matters are referred. 
DkTering from the Jews residing amongst the Moors, who arc 
punished by the Mussulman laws, they are not in the same state 
of debasement or servitude,* their case is one of patron and 
client, and fall enjoy equal privileges, and the Berber is bound to 
take up the cause of the Jew upon all emergencies. They all 
carry arms, and serve by turns with their patrons. They state 
* [that] they did nol? go to the Babylonish captivity; that they 
possess many writings; that they have a city cut out of the solid 
rock, with rooms above rooms, in which they dwelt upon [their] 
first coming to this country; and that there are some writings 
’ carved in these rocks which they attribute to some early Christians 
who came and drove them into the valley [which] they now 
inhabit. As I purpose making some few days’ stay amongst 
them, under the plea of searching for medicinal plants, I hope to 
be able to furnish your Royal Highness with some interesting 
particulars respecting these people, and to discover if these 
reports be true. I have received an invitation from their patri¬ 
arch, who wishes to be informed the day before I visit them ; it 
being his intention (having heard 1 had paid some attention to 
the sick J ews residing here) to come out to meet me. Your Royal 
Highness will scarcely credit the ignorance and debasement of 
the Jews of Morocco. The chief of the Millah, their Quarter, 
was astonished to hear that the Bible used by the Christians con¬ 
tained the Psalms of David; and much more so, to hear that the 
, Psalms were sung daily in our churches. I have endeavoured in 
vain to learn anything from them on your Royal Highness’s 
question as to the change of their time. I have been detained 
above a month in this city, owing to the indisposition of the 
Sultan, and the sickness of many ofuhis favourites, and have been 
appointed court-physician. My stock of medicines is nearly 
exhausted, and having to see upon an average, fifty patients a 
day; and compound the whole of the medicines myself, my 
own health has begun to suffer. Although I am fed from 
the royal table, I have no time to take my food; my patients 
coming at break of day, and remaining till dark; and I am 
seldom able to prepare the necessary medicines before midnight. 

“ I have a respite, if it may be so called, paving to go to the 
Sultan every morning, but theft all his ladies liavc something* to 
ask for; anjl before I see iiis Highnes$ I have to write from the 
. mouths of the eunuchs all the ladies’ complaints, and bring them 
something the next day. This is unknown to his Highness, to 
jyhom I have respectfully refused to prescribe, unless I can [see] 
my patients. The head-physician has beep ordered to spend two 
hours a-day in my room, to learn my treatment, and his son is to 
come in the evening! and see the mode of compounding medicines. 



153 


Correspondence of the late Mr. Damdem. 

• 

The common Moorish doctors, who have hut one remedy, firing, 
have been sent to perform their cures before me; I have had*to # 
make a report upon the state of medical science in all the countries 
I have visited, and to examine the few medicines they use, and 
state my opinions. Having accidentally stated [that] *1 believed 
many of their complaints arose from the manner of preparing their 
food, I have had to taste all the Sultan’s dishes, to mix simple 
drinks for him, and to look at the soil in whidh his vegetables are 
cultivated. But all to no purpose; they prefer tlieir own plan tQ 
any recommendation of mine. 1 am happy, however, to inform 
your Royal Highness, that by strictly complying with # their wishes, 
and having been more than [ordinarily] fortunate in my practice, 
I have made many friends, succeeded in removing suspicion, 
and obtained from the Sultan the promise of every assistance. 
He has presented me with a fine horse, given me a guard of 
ten soldiers, and promised me one hundred to escort me to 
Wadnoon, where his territory finishes. I am in treaty with tHc 
Sheik of Wadnoon, having offered him one thousand dollars if 
he will ensure my life to Timbuctoo ; and the only difference now 
is between accident or climate. But as I well know that every 
accident will be construed into climate, I wifi not pay the sum till 
ho places me in the city. I beg now most respectfully to present 
my humble duty to your Royal Highness, and with ] 
prayers that your Royal Highness’s health may be 
established, « 

“ 1 have the honour to remain, 

“ Your Royal Highness’s very obedient, humble servant, 

“ John Davidson.” 

Early in March, 1836', the Emperor’s health having been re¬ 
stored, his English pliysiciatf was at length permitted to travel, 
not, as he wished, to the S.E., but to the S.W.; the route by 
Tafilelt being interdicted by the good-will or jealousy of the 
Sultan. Mr. Davidson, however, was prepared for this disap¬ 
pointment, and had already taken steps to secure a good recep¬ 
tion among the Arabs of Wad N un, on the north-western border 
of the Sahra. On the 7th of March, 1836', he announced his ar¬ 
rival at Agadir, or Santa Cruz, in a letter to his brother, which 
has furnished the fallowing extracts:— *■ 

V I was detained by the snow after leaving Morocco.My 

reception and stay at cou^t has surprised everybody. % I have the 
most favourable promises of support and assistance, hut do not 
believe quite all that is said, the Sultan having made me promise 
to return to his empire, and pass some months at Fez, or Me-» 
quinez, to instruct his people in the practice of medicine. Leav¬ 
ing Morocco, I attempted the ascent of Atlas, atTrasremoot, but 
at the elevation of five thousand feet was confpelled by the snow 
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to descend. ' This led me to visit a line of country as yet unseen 
by Europeans. I inspected more than one hundred villages of 
Jews and Berbers, was well treated, and orders had been given 
that at each principal place th*e governor should come out to meet 
me with his people under arms; that the principal towns should 
furnish three hundred fowls, ten sheep, and ten ducats for my 
maintenance, and provide barley for my horses and mules, and. 
those of my soldiers. At the places where I only passed, the 
chief of the Jews were to come and make offerings of milk and 
wine ; the former being changed from the primitive or patriarchal 
offering of bread. These I had to touch and pour a little of each 
on my horse’s mane. This done, food, both raw and dressed, was 
offered ; and after a sort of song, I was suffered to proceed. At 
all the valleys they were desired to bring me the productions, and 
to show me any and all plants used as food or medicines; and 
on these I had to pronounre an opinion. 

“ My practice as a medical man has been so fortunate, and my 
distribution of medicines so general, that I have had work to 
answer even the questions. During my stay in Morocco, twelve 
hundred persons passed through my hands, and 1 had, at one 
time, the Sultan, several of his Ladies, the whole of the Ministry, 
the Cadi and Judicial Corps, the Commander of the Forces, and 
the four great Saints, Seedy Ben Abbas, Seedy Abdel Kader, 
Seedy Bush Eib, and Seedy Oinberak,* under my care. The 
Zaire, of whom I wrote to you, and who intended to make me 
their prisoner, have broken into open warfare, and the people 
here are only waiting for thi Sultan’s departure for the north to 
commence a disturbance. These people are all favourable to let¬ 
ting me pass, and the Suses and the Waled A b use has, y whom T 
had been told to fear, have sent t<^ beg of me to come on. My 
present difficulty is to get out of this empire. T have the Sul¬ 
tan’s order to remain at Terodant.^ he having no power to pro¬ 
tect me beyond this; but Sheik Beiroek, of Wad noon, informs 
me he will ; and. had I not applied to the Sultan for a letter of 
protection, he would have taken me and passed me across the 
Desert, provided I would pay him a consideration. 

“ lie will send me by a route used only by his couriers; but for 
this, at this season, I must take water and provision for two months, 
and send on some dromedaries, which will be posted about lijid- 
way, wherej I have to half: and by leaving my tired ones, and 
proceeding without a stop, 1 shall be able to pass before the 
Tuaricks have knowledge of my arrival. All this I feel I can 
,do; but my companion, Abou, is, I am afraid, quite unequal to it. 
Sheik Beirock’s brother, who is with me, tells me Abou will be 

* Sidt Ibu ’Abbas, ’Abd el kadir, Abu Slieib, Mubarek. 
t Aui&d Abu Seba, the tribe of Father Lion. J Tarudaut, capital of Sus. 
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a safe passport for me, as soon as I arrive in Soudan * that one of 
his family is the present Sheik of Timbuctoo, and that his cousin, 
the son of Abou's uncle from whom be was stolen, is now the " 
king of Houssa. He was fully acknowledged at Morocco, and 
my dragoman had orders from the palace to treat likn with re¬ 
spect, as he was a Muley (prince). How we shall get on, I know 
not. I shall write one letter after I know the Sultan’s intention, 
but if you should not hear for some months, you may rest satis- ' 
fied [that] I have passed Wadnoon. I feel that the same Pro¬ 
vidence which has hitherto preserved and protected me, will guard 
me through all the difficulties and dangers 1 am about to en¬ 
counter. Should 1 not get on, I shall make a virtue*of necessity, 
return to the Sultan at Fez, and make the best excuse to get to 
Tafilelt. I am, thank f«od, quite well, and have commenced 
training, taking two spare meals a-day, living principally on 
bread, rice, eggs, and weak tea; no wine, and very rarely meat; 
exposing myself much to the sun, and sleeping in the air.” 

The Sultan had commanded Mr. Davidson to wait at Ter6- 
dant, the capital of Sus el aksa, about forty miles south-east of 
Santa Cruz, till he should be able to afford him a secure protec¬ 
tion in his progress southwards: but a correspondence already 
established by the traveller with the Arab chief of Wad Nun, 
who is in name only subject to the emperor, anfl has the power 
of securing a passage across the desert, and impatience of further 
detention after so»loug a delay, made him anxiously entreat per¬ 
mission 1o advance as far as Wad N un, and instead of remaining • 
at Terodant,* he repaired to Su weir ah or Mogador, about seventy 
miles due north of Santa, Cruz, where he had the advantage of 
enjoying the society of Mr. Wiltshire, British Vice-Consul, on 
whose aid in promoting his views he knew he could rely. From 
that place he had again an opportunity of addressing the .Duke 
of Sussex. 

‘ Mogador, March 18 Ik, 1830. 

“ Sir —After a fruitless attempt to cross the? western branch 
of Mount Atlas, owing to the unusual quantity of snow, 1 have 
been obliged to come to this place, which affords me another 
opportunity of taking advantage of your lloyal Highness’s conde¬ 
scension in permitting me to address you.,. Having received the 
Sultan’s consent to cross the mountains for the purpose of visiting 
the Jews, I left Morocco for Mcsfyw|i, and taking tjie route by 

* May we be allowed to lament the impetuosity of our lamented traveller's 
zeal ? At Terodant lie would, for a considerable time, have had ample occupation 
for every leisure moment. In a country known only by name, abounding witlF 
vegetables and fossils never yet examined, and iu the midst of the Berbers, whose 
history and habits so few have been able to study, supported also by the favour of 
ttio Court, how largely might Mr. Davidson have increased our stores of knowledge, 
had he been willing to yield to the Sultan’s precautions! 
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Trasremoot, reached an elevation of 5000 feet; but here the 
, loose character of the snow, and the uncertainty of the track, 
obliged me to abandon my project. I was accompanied in this 
journey by a Rabbi, from the district of Coubba or Cobba, to 
which place it was my intention to have proceeded. From this 
man I received much curious information, and have yet great 
hopes of reaching the people of whom he spoke, and to whom he 
belongs, before I return to England. He informed me that in 
this place, nearly as extensive as that in which the city of Morocco 
is situated, there are not less than 3000 or 4000 Jews living in 
perfect freedom, and following every variety of occupation; that 
they have mines and quarries which they work, possess large gar¬ 
dens and extensive vineyards, and cultivate more corn than they 
can possibly consume ; that they have a form of government, and 
have possessed this soil from the time of Solomon; in proof of 
which he stated [that] they possess a record bearing the signet 
and sign of Joab, who came to collect tribute from them in the 
time of the Son of David; that the tradition of their arrival here 
runs thus—‘ Crossing the Great Sea to avoid the land of Egypt, 
they came to a head of land with a river ; that here they landed, 
and following the bourse of this leading westward, but going 
toward the south, they came to a spot where they found twelve 
wells and seventy palm-trees. This at first led them to sup¬ 
pose that they had by some means got to Elim; but finding 
the mountains on the west, they were satisfied that they had 
reached a new country: finding a passage over the mountains, 
they crossed and took up Iclieir dwelling in this valley, first in 
caves, which exist in great numbers, then in others which they 
excavated, and after this began to build towns ; that at a distant 
period, they were driven across the mountains by a people that 
would not acknowledge them, and that some remained at Dimi- 
net, Mesfywa, and other places on the western side of the range.’ 
Looking at the map, and following this man’s observations, it is 
perfectly easy to trace them. They must have reached the gulf 
of Trcmosen, and taking the river Muluwia, or Mahala, have 
reached Tafilelt, where, to tliis day, are twelve wells planted 
round with seventy palm-trees, and which many of the Jews call 
Elim ; and from this^they [must] have taken ,+he pass to which I 
attempted to get. Knowing t'ne interest your Royal Highness 
takes in allcthat refers to tie history of .the Jews, I have offered 
this man fifty dollars to obtain a copy of the record upon a skin 
of the same size and pattern as that which contains it, and ten dol¬ 
lars for the copy of two tombstones to wliich the Jews make their 
pilgrimages, and these ho promises to send to the Jew agent in 
Morocco in six months, provided 1 do not in the mean time visit 
Coubba. On asking him if, at any period, they had a great 

/ 
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accession to their number, or if he knew anything of the breaking 
off of the tribes, he seemed anxious to drop the subject, and told 
me that the more learned men whgm I should see at Coubba 
could better inform me; that from time to time, Jews came to 
them, but that these tombs and the writings they possess contain 
all their history. This man returned with me. I was most 
anxious to know the meaning of the names of some of the towns: 
he told me what the Moors call Mesfywa is Oodi Siw&, the Mother 
of Siwd,* one of their families which crossed [the mountains]; 
that Ourikaj- of the Moors, distant thirty miles, was ’Rebka, 
founded by one of their daughters, and that most of ^hese places 
had originally Hebrew nanies. At Ourika he left me. I conti¬ 
nued for eight days to visit the towns inhabited by the Jews, to 
the number of above 100, and I should say that on this side there 
are more Jews dwelling with the Berbers in the mountains than 
resident in Morocco. They have all the same account of 
Coubba, and have a great belief in the Caballists, who they say 
still exist, and who receive direct communication from Heaven. 
I here send your Royal Highness a few of the names of the prin¬ 
cipal towns, but having lost my Rabbi interpreter, cannot procure 
the meaning of them : Argum, Roosempt, T*o\vra, Towright, Ai 
Tattab, Tam aster t, Zowisiderhalcl, Tedeeli, Tisgin (very large, 
‘200 families), A Mismisli (150 families), Sefelmal, to the town on 
the Wad el Fig.” 

The remainder of this letter is taken up with an account of a 
singular physiological phenomenon, if Air. Davidson was not mis¬ 
led by erroneous information. He s*iys that he had been told 
hermaphrodites are found in great numbers in the empire of 
Morocco; that they are avoided as impure, and specially men¬ 
tioned in the Muselman law; that the Sul sin’s minister, Sidi Ibn 
Idris, one of the best informed persons in the empire, assured 
him that there are numbers of them at Fez. The only individual 
called a khuntha, or hermaphrodite, whom Mr. Davidson had an 
opportunity of examining, was one of those cases of imperfect 
formation which are occasionally irfet with in Europe. 

At the close of the above letter he adds, “ I am happy to in¬ 
form your Royal Highness that l have the greatest support from 
Ben Driss in favou^of my proceeding to Soudan; and he hopes 
the Sultan will order my return by*Tafilelt to Fez. 1 have com¬ 
pleted my arrangements with the Sheik *of Wadnoon, ttho under¬ 
takes, for a sum which I deposit in the hands of the consul here, 

* This is doubtless a mistake, unless the Jews call the place Umm-S5wah. The 
man did not understand the meaning of the name, and therefore said this to screen 
his ignorance. 

t This is Aghmat Wartkah of the Arabs, so named front a Berber tribe, to dis¬ 
tinguish it from Aghmat AYlSn.—I’. S. 
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Mr. Will shire, who has managed the matter with great judgment, 
to place me safely in Timbuctoo, provided the Sultan of Morocco 
does not object. I only way; the answer to the letters sent to 
make this request. My cofripanion Abou’s family is still on the 
throne of Timbuctoo; Hatned Lib boo, the present king, being 
one of his cousins, and Fehidier, king of Iloussa, another of his 
relations, and Woled Munsor Eneeloo, king of Bambara, is well 
known to liim.” 

In the month of April, 1836, Mr. Will shire, H. B. Majesty’s 
vice-consul in the empire of Morocco, received the emperor’s 
royal passport for Mr. Davidson and his companion to proceed 
from Agadeer to Wadnoon, in consequence of which they imme¬ 
diately set out, and reached that place on the 22nd of April,* but 
as no caravan was then likely to be assembled, they were long de¬ 
tained in that sultry region. During this interval Mr. Davidson 
again addressed the Duke of Sussex. 

“ J'cklnecou, Wadnoon , 3rd July , 1836. 

“ Sir, —Presenting my humble duty to your Royal Highness, 
I beg leave to offer my most grateful thanks for the letter and its 
enclosures, and for which I shall ever feel indebted to your Royal 
Highness’s condescension. This, with other letters, found me 
returned to this place, after several ineffectual attempts to prevail 
upon any of the tribes to escort me across the Sahara,y on the 
confines of which T have been for the last three months, with the 
prospect of a further detention to the commencement of Sep¬ 
tember. The objection of the Sultan of Morocco to my enter¬ 
ing the district of Susc is*'owing, as he stated, to the dangerous 
and unsettled state of the country. The difficulties and delays 
wifh which I had to contend in passing through the numerous 
tribes now settled in the countries of Upper and Lower Suse, 
having no semblance of government and acknowledging no power, 
brought me to Wadnoon too late for the spring Cafilas,J and at a 
period when the intense heat deterred even the Arabs from at¬ 
tempting the Sahara. Money, that all-powerful engine, prevailed 
upon five of the best of the 1 luminances, who came with the van 
of the great Cafila from Soudan, to undertake with Sheiks Mo¬ 
hammed and Khiafee (who have each made the journey twenty 
times) to conduct me in safety to Timbucto<^ provided they were 
guaranteed a certain sum of ifloney; but this only at the request 
of Sheik Bey rock, undeivwhose protection I have been for the 
last three months, and for whose permission to pass I have already 
paid very heavily. All our arrangements were completed the 6th 

* Mr. Davidson’s Letter, Journ. of Geogr, Soc., vol. vi. p. 430. 

f Sahr& is a laigu level area, a plain, but applied peculiarly to the Great African 
Desert. t 

X Kafilah, the Arab word answering to the Persian Kar-rav&n. 
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of June, the day appointed for starting:. On the 4th of this 
month the Great Caftla, which was twenty days behind its time, , 
reached the encampment from wlaicfy I was to have started: this 
brought sad news. It had been attacked twice on the route; the 
last time only four days’ journey from this place, thirteen persons 
killed, much properly taken, and many slaves set at liberty. 
The Dummanees had charge at this time, and were bound to 
avenge this. They attacked a large: encampment of the tribe 
Krdghebat, the -assailants of the Cafila, carried off one thousand 
camels, three hundred horses, and twenty-eight of the choicest 
slaves. This at once sounded the tocsin. All the tybes were in 
arms, each calling upon the other to take their parts. The 
Erdghcbat attacked the town of Tajacanth, two days’ journey 
(forty-six miles) from this, but were repulsed by the Dummanees, 
in whose district the town is, with the loss of forty killed and one 
hundred wounded, most of whom have been brought to me for 
attendance, the Dummanees losing but four men, and haring 
sixty wounded, many of whom also are here. Sheik Beyroek is 
almost the only person whose people are not involved in this 
quarrel. He is the great arbiter and the most powerful of them 
all. They have all sent deputations to him*which has afforded 
me an opportunity of seeing portions of most of the tribes. My 
position is lav from enviable; the jealousy and amour propre of 
these people is beyond all belief. I am charged with favouring 
one whose large*arm requires two splints to support the fractured 
bone, or looking down upon another as puny, because I give him 
but two pills, whilst others less daring than himself take three. 

I have, however, managed to keep pretty good friends with all of 
them. This place olfers but little of interest on which to address 
your Royal Highness. I liope*I shall be enabled during my stay 
to correct some trifling geographical errors, particularly as to the 
course of two rivers passing through this district, and the Wad 
Draha,* which finds its way to the sea. I have, however, the 
satisfaction of informing your Royal 1 ligliness that J have posi¬ 
tively arranged my departure, under a heavy forfeiture and disgrace 
for non-compliance on the part of the Dummanees, for the 21st 
of Jumad Awwal, our 1st of September, to halt three days at 
Tajacanth, and U> perform the journey to Timbuctoo within forty 
days < for this, however, I have to pay very heavily. The arrange¬ 
ment has been made since X commenced this letter, wMeh I have 
the honour of addressing to your Royal Highness, discussing the 
matter two days; since when many of the chiefs of the tribes 
were here, by express order of Sheik Beyroek. I told them at 
once that I wanted to go to Soudan; they knew it, and had been 


* Da.v’ub, pronounced Dr'ah. 
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, sent for the purpose; that the two Sheiks, Mohammed and Ali, 
of the Dummanees, were to take me, and that I had already 
given Shfeik Beyrock what he asked to ensure my safety, and now 
wanted to know what they would require for their camels and 
escort; th'e sum demanded was so exorbitant that I said at once 
I would give the matter up, go hack to Fez, and request the Sul¬ 
tan to send me on. Upon this the Deleim* stud, ‘ You don’t go 
back without giving me five hundred dollars to pass my district.’ 
The Abousebah,y a day’s journey to the north of him, said, e Tf 
the Deleim gets this, so will I.’ I appealed to the Sheik, who 
said he was ^s much astonished as I was. Seeing this, one of the 
party, who was the constant referee, said, ‘ Christian, wc are all 
pledged to protect your person: no one will harm a hair of your 
head; stop where you like; your person is safe; we all know 
your name—Ben Daoud.J We have promised this to Sheik 
Beyrock. One from each tribe'will be with you, hut pay you 
shall. We said nothing about your money; all we were asked 
was to protect your person, to swear none should harm you. 
Depend upon us; we keep our word, but go which way you will, 
you shall pay.’ The Sheik begged me to leave it in his hands: 
he admits he has clrAwn a great expense upon me, and has told me, 
under the circumstances, to write to the vice-consul at Mogador, 
who knows all* these people, [in order to] get him to say what l 
ought to give, and he will make up the rest. Seeing my position, 
and recollecting the sibyl’s books, I offered one half the amount 
asked to take me to Timbuctoo, which within the last hour has been 
accepted, and we have eatdn some salt since. 

V “ I find here still the Jews. The same precise account of 
fhfSr; arrival and taking up their residence in the valleys of Atlas. 
One is here from Jerusalem begging alms, unusual amongst the 
J[ews. He is advanced in years, quite blind, and lias kept con¬ 
stant paOe with me, taking advantage of my escorts from Tangier 
to this place: is anxious to get to Arowan,§ where there is a 
very learned Rabbi. I cannot help him; my means will not 
allow me. They ask nearly as much for his passage as my own; 
having a greater fear of the Jews getting to Soudan than the 
1 Christians. I trust by this time your Boyal Highness has re¬ 
covered your perfect sight, hoping that about the period of tliis 
letter’s reaching England, you'r Royal Highness will have received 
the copietr of the inscriptions from the tombs of the district of 
Mesfywa. I can hardly expect the copy of the record from 
Couba or Kobba will reach Morocco till the end of the autumn, 
• when the Rabbi told me he should be returning, and would 
deliver it to the Consular Agent, the Jew Courkoss, to whom 

* Delta, or the diminutive, Dulai'm. f Abu-s-seba, i.e. Father Lion. 

X Iba oruia D&ud, David’s Son, § A’ta-wta. 
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I have several times written. My companion beg<? most respect¬ 
fully to present liis duty, and hopes your Royal Highness •will 
deign to receive the few lines from his pen, which he begs me 
to enclose. 1 am sorry to say I have great fears for liis health ; 
he cannot bear fatigue, and has been attacked witip ophthalmia. 
The whole of the Soudan people know him, and tell me he will 
prove a certain passport; that he is a cousin of flamed Libboo; 
and another of his cousins, Ali, called Komtouk, the warrior, is* 
now king of Rung, and that many of his family arc at Kong, all 
rich and in power. 

“ Hoping this will find your Royal Highness in the enjoyment 
of perfect health, and trusting shortly to have the*honour of ad¬ 
dressing your Royal Highness from Soudan, 

" 1 have the honour to be, &c. &e. 

,f John Davidson.” 

In the territory of Wad *Nun the traveller’s patience was 
severely put to the test. He was detained there from April till 
November. From Glamiz he wrote to his brother, on the 25tli 
September, as follows :— 

“ Since my last letter, I have made three ineffectual attempts 
at getting on, although I now begin to fdbl somewhat confident 
that Sheik Bey rock, with whom I still am, ne\er intended sending 
me till the end of this month, he being so fully pledged for my 
safety and due arrival, that fearing the heat and the unsettled, 
nay warring state of the tribes, did not choose to run these double* 
additional risks. On the 25th of this month there is, by mutual* 
consent, a general cessation of hostilities, to enable the tribes to 
attend the great Socco * of El Shig, held at ten hours’ ride from 
1 his place, and at which the Arabs dispose of the produce of their 
flocks and tents, and lay ii^ their provisions for the whole year. 
The armistice lasts for six days, to give time for going and re¬ 
turning, the market occurring on the 28tli and 29th. Of this it 
is intended l should take advantage, and as my people do not pur¬ 
chase anything, but merely come as a cloak aiiftl take me off, we 
shall get three full days’ start, and be nearly out of the reach of 
danger, I am now going on in a very different style from that 
mentioned in my last, partly by taunting the Tajaeanths as being 
cowards, and more perhaps by holding out to them the rich harvest 
they may gain by having the whede market for salt, purchased at 
Toudeyny, which supplies Soudan, to themselves. <*Paying, as I 
am, an enormous sum to go on, and advancing money for the pur¬ 
chase of salt, to be repaid on arrival at Timbuctoo, or in the event 
of accident, to be returned to Sheik Bey rock, who is to replace \t 
in the hands of the Vice-Consul at Mogador, I now take the whole 


* Suk or suk, i, p, market or faff. 
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of tfiis portion of the Tajacanths, to the number of two hundred 
Lien and six hundred camels. Our arrangement is as follows :— 
On the 25th, when the Sheiks with two hundred camels and sixty 
men start, a£ if to visit the Socco, two hundred camels with corn 
and water will proceed direct to the Sahara; thirty camels will be 
detached from those accompanying the two Sheiks, and come here 
dor my baggage, which by this, you will say, is no trifle, the pre¬ 
sents I am obliged to carry and the money (the cowries), ton 
camel loads of which does not amount to one hundred pounds 
sterling, being all bulky. After showing themselves at the Socco, 
they will join me on the road - we shall proceed to the tents, where 
we shall arrive on the 28th. A second two hundred camels with 
sixty men will proceed immediately. We remain two days to pack 
up our tents and grind zimeta * the food eaten on the road, and 
carrying nothing with us but my baggage, which will now be di¬ 
vided between fifty and sixty camels, and make all speed to over¬ 
take the two former divisions. We shall materially lessen the 
load of the first, by giving drink and food to our own beasts, and 
loading those who for three or four days have carried nothing; 
and in this wav push on to the first division, making no stop, with 
but vei) short nights, till we arrive at Toudeyny; there all will he 
loaded with salt,, and this will ret pi ire from eight to ten days. 1 
hope, however, to find TIamed Libhoo’s nephew there, and who 
no sooner hears there will be no regular (’a fill a this year than 
he will be off with the news. I shall join him, provided poor A bou, 
about whom l have great fears, as you shall hear presently, can 
bear the journey. All are in great spirits, the people here be¬ 
lieving that 1 bavc suffered so much on my last trip, from which 
I returned four da)sago, that 1 have abandoned the idea of going 
on, and am now only waiting till F see El Slug, and go back to 
Fez. This is all very good, and 1 keep up this story : ’tis a very 
unsavoury one for me, as I cannot make the least preparation in 
the way of food for the journey, andforty-fiveda vs’ hard travelling, 
and barley and dates ground up together and mixed with milk 
or water, is but poor food. Meat is given, but twice at Tou¬ 
deyny and A rowan, at both which places the Cafilas rest. 1 have 
had a task of ten days’ hard work on dry bread, and that not*flic 
sweetest at the end of the time, and one piece of fish, but am 
better in health for it, but not much fattened by it. My two first 
excursions 'were productive of little information or amusement; 
not so my last, which was replete with incident, and afforded me 
both pleasure and information. We started from this place, accom- 
'jiatiied by the Sheik, and about a dozen friends and house-slaves. 
Under the impression that we could have reached the tents of the 

* Ziweitah or zuine'itah, a kind of paste made of millet (dhurrah). 
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Tajacanths, to which, if we got, my things were to have been im- * 
mediately forwarded. The first day convinced us of the im possi¬ 
bility of this, and not wishing to rfppear foiled or disappointed, we 
proceeded to the river Dralia,* passing a beautiful country as far as 
scenery, but wholly without drinkable water, and came to the sea 
where this river empties itself. I had not for some weeks past 
eaten any of the food cooked in the Sheik’# house, but had been 
living on some stuff furnished by the Jews residing here: they 
received orders to prepare a bag of bread for the Christians, 
with which we started, the Sheik carrying tea and sugar; after a 
ride of eight hours, we halted at a very powerful spring of 
water, but so salt, that neither the Sheik’s horse nor mine 
would drink, and by a sort of law here, horses are neither 
allowed final nor.water for twelve hours before they commence 
a journey : four small loaves were divided among the party, and 
those who liked took,a small draught, not an effervescent one. 
We remained half an hour, and proceeded, crossing a fine chain 
ol hills, starting many herds of gazelles, and after two hours ar¬ 
rived at a large encampment, where we slept. Tea was made, but 
of the same water we had passed, and the boiling had far from im¬ 
proved its saltness. The preparation for dinner was too disgusting, 
and I will spare it you. We started the following day before day- 
break ; the heat being excessive, we were obliged to cover the 
stiirups, 6ce. with our haiks.y At one p.m., going S.K., the ther¬ 
mometer was 140°—1112° in our tents at night. Reached the. 
wells, and 1’oufid much cattle, but water salt. 1 lore we got plenty * 
of camels’ milk. Rode till six; halted, and killed two large wolves 
and many snakes. Off early, and crossed the mountains of Ab 
el Assel.;{; at the foot of which we found Bahra, one of Sheik 
Beyrock’s sons-in-law, with 1000 camels. Here 1 saw much of 
Arab life—the settlement of points of law, marriages, and di¬ 
vorces. Here the slorv-tellcr and the hard divided the night 
between them. The wild Arab girl danced ami sung the praises 
of the Sheik, and the poor Christian had a ditty composed in his 
fax our. Next day we turned towards the sea; killed some wild 
boars: at the sea, got some fish;—and turned homewards, taking 
a different route ; but no water except salt. I was ten days on this 
journey, and travelled, on an average, ten hours a day. Before 
this reaches you I shall be on my way to Timbuctoo. f An express 
will be sent on my arrival. * 

“ Faithfully yours, 

* £ John Davidson.” 

■* 

On the ‘2nd day of November, he says, in addressing Lord 
Palmerston,— 

f H&yik, i . e. wHite xvoollen wrapper. 

4 Abu-fusel, t, e. Father lloney. 

\ m2 


* JDar’ah, 
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“.Since my letter to your lordship I have visited Sheik Bcyrock. 
The map is but an indifferent guide ; there is no such river as the 
Akassa ; it is the Assalca, running near to this place: be tween 
this and Glfjmiz are two other rivers, not laid down at all, the 
Boukoukmar and Syad. The point at which Sheik Bey rock 
wishes to form Ixis port is the moutli of the river Draha (Irom El 
.Wad Draha),* which, according to my reckoning, is 62 miles S. W, 
of Cape Noon, and should occupy the place marked on the map 
Akassa. 

“ 1 fear Sheik Bcyrock has far overstated his means, hut not 
at all the capabilities of the country. I am confident much may 
be done, in a commercial point of view, with these people; but he 
wants a belter jiort than the Wad Draha—shallow water, heavy 
surf, and many sand-hanks : he has, however, shown much judg¬ 
ment in the selection of his position. 

“ The Wad Draha, rising a little S.W. of Tafdelt, runs through 
the productive districts of Draha and El Harib,| passing near to 
Tatta and Akka, skirting lower Suse, finds its way to the sea 
through the fertile country possessed by the tribes of Errub, 
Draha, Maraihat, Tnjacanth, and Ergcbat. These people can 
furnish large quantities of produce, and could, according to their 
own account, be _great consumers, could they purchase goods on 
more reasonable terms. These people have in their hands the 
olargest portion of the Soudan trade in gold, gum, ivory, and 
ostrich leathers ; they rear large quantities of wool and skins, and 
in the districts N. and E. of this, immense quantities of oil, wax, 
hides, and almonds.” 

On the Jlth of that month, Mr. Vice-Consul Will shire in¬ 
formed the Secretary of the Koyal Geographical Society that on 
the 3rd Mr. Davidson, at whose patience and high courage he 
expresses his astonishment, wrote in spirits at the prospect of 
leaving a place where he had suffered so many annoyances, vex¬ 
ations, and disappointments:— 

“ ‘ Even now,’ lie adds, ‘ after waiting for the Cafda, which 
will be immense, near 400 men, and, they say, 2000 camels, T am 
not even going with it. 1 should, by all accounts, as a Christian 
and a doctor, bo worried to death. I go straight from this to 
Arowan, never touching the Cafila route at ;d.J; we shall not see 
a single tent. There are some wells, known only to two or three 
of the guides. We take five naggas (.she camels) for milk, the 
five men, and Mohammed El Abd, some zimeta (barley meal). 
I take the biscuit for Abou and self; each carries a skin of water, 
io be touched only if the milk fails: thirty days to bring us to 
Arowan, and five more to Timbuctoo.’ 

* Wild JJar’ah, tlie Vale of Dar'nh. 
f £1 Gharib, pronounced by the Berbers El 'Arib. 1 
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I have made the above extract to assure you that the arrange¬ 
ments were made, and Mr. Davidson ready to start at a moment’s 
notice, and that in the course of t»wo or three days l hope to have 
the pleasure to acquaint you of* Iris having proceeded on his 
journey. Once away from Wadnoon, and I have every and the 
fullest confidence of his efforts being crowned with success. 

“ I have the honour to be, Sir, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 

• (c Wm. Wll.LSIlIRE. 

“ P.S.— I open tills letter to add, I have received a letter from 
Mr. Davidson, dated Saturday, the 5th inst., jvlio appears in 
high spirits, and writes,— 

“ ‘ The start is to be on Monday, although I do not go on that 
day ; everything is now packed up, and placed ready to be put 
on the camels, with which Ahou starts at day-break on Monday. 

T am to be left here, as if having sent him on. Mohammed El 
Abd remains behind. On Wednesday or Thursday, according 
to the distance made by the camels on the first day, we start on 
horseback, accompanied by Hey rock, and about six horsemen, 
and are to make Yeisst, if possible, in one day. Here 1 leave the 
district, of Wadnoon. And to this place is three days’ journey for 
loaded camels. I here leave my horse and mount my camel, and 
we push on to the tents.’ * 

“ Mr. Davidson did not start on a sudden, on the 3rd inst., as 
stated to me by a courier, who brought me a letter from him of 
that date, and»which 1 reported in a letter 1 had the honour ti*. 
address to his Majesty’s Secretary of State, Viscount Palmerston, 
on the 8th inst., and which you will oblige me by correcting and 
making known to his lordship. 

* c Ifour most obedient servant, 

“W. W.” 

The following extracts from Mr. Will shire’s letters will give all 
the intelligence received respecting the sequcl # of Mr. Davidson’s 
expedition :— 

“ Morjctdorc, 13 th Dec. 1836. 

“ Sir,—T had the pleasure on the '28th ultimo of announcing the 
departure of Mr. Davidson from Wadnoon, on his route to Tim- 
huetoo, and l begrfo acquaint you, I have since had the satisfaction 
to receive a letter from him, dated Yeisst, 15-Kith ult., from 
whence lie writes to mci*-- 1f All is at length settled* and we start 
to-morrow morning at first-day. I belie ve also the Cafila will be 
allowed to proceed, although one initcal a-head is .to be paid by 
all who pass: we have here above fifty persons, and one hundred 
camels. I am unable to tell you for certain the route I take; this 
is to depend upon circumstances. But % two persons besides 
Mohammed El Abd accompany us; so that alter all the talk of 

* 
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Wadnoon, X ani going in my original way, of a party of only five, 
including Abou and sell'.’ 

*“ Yeisstis three days’ journey south of Wadnoon, from Temzirst, 
(which place M r. Davidson describes as a beautiful ride of eight 
hours, anil speaks in high terms of the attentions and civilities of 
Sheik Hammo, who, with a party of twenty horse, accompanied 
him from Temzirst to Yeisst.) Mr. Davidson remarks,—‘ Every 
gtep we have taken from Wadnoon we have found the people 
better, more liberal, more hospitable, and although somewhat 
savage, having yet a little mildness of character, of which there is 
none at Wadnoon.’ 

“ At the date of the latest letters received from Sheik Bey- 
rock, Mr. Davidson had been gone from Yeisst eighteen days, 
without there being any intelligence of him, which argues favour¬ 
ably for his safety; the greatest danger being upon the borders of 
the Desert, where there are many wandering and warlike tribes. 

“ 1 have reason to believe Mr. Davidson and party have pushed 
on as fast as possible : the journey was to be done in a very short 
time, as the camels were only to drink six times ; and by not visit¬ 
ing the tents of the Tajacanths, nearly six days’ journey would be 
saved.” 

“ Mr. Davidson, in the coneluding paragraph of his letter, writes 
—‘ I am happy tirsay I have picked up amazingly, and have now 
no fears about my health ; and I beg to assure you 1 flatter 
myself with the hope, that the intrepid traveller may pass a 
• merry new-year’s day at the famed city of Timbuctoo—which 
event f trust to have the high pleasure of announcing to you in 
about three months. Sheik Mohammed El Abil having promised 
to be the bearer of a letter, which he is to deliver for me, and say, 
—There is a letter from Yahi/n Daond; * the Tajacanths 
have kept their word.’—Cod grant he may, is the hearty and 
sincere prayer of. Sir, your most obedient Servant, 

“ Wm. WlLLSHlilH. 

“ To Capt. Maeonoehie, R.N.” 

Translation of a letter from Sheik Bcyrock, dated Wadnoon, 
1st day of the month Dual Caadaf (answering to the 7th inst.), 
received at Mogailore, 13th February, 1837- 
rf To our friend. Merchant Wiltshire, English Vice-Consul, 

Salam,.y &c. 

“ We received your letter, by the courier, which we have read 
and understand. About the news of the 1 Tihbib§ John Davidson, 
his death is certain—the Harib met him—death is the lot of all. 
W e had arranged with all the tribes of Arabs who are known to 

* Yahyn ibn Dfivid, John the son of David, 
f Dhu-1 Kadiak, the 11th Mohammedan month. 

% Sal am, salutation, § Tebib, physician. 
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plunder persons and commit robberies on the roacf; we had en¬ 
sured Ills salcty with them. The Tibbib dul not leave our hduse 
until we had previously received security from Eborria (of the 
tribe of Idowlet), that lie might pass through his district of El 
Harib; we had no fear, because they are traders, and convey and 
pass the merchants of Tafdelt, and receive hire. El Harib did 
not go that route but to kill him (the Tibbib), and we have heard 
that the merchants of Tafilelt had given money to El IJarib to* * * § 
murder him. . Tafilelt is only distant one or two days’ journey 
from the usual place of abode of the tribe of EJ Harib. As to 
the property of the 'Tibbib, nothing has found its way to this 
quarter ; but should it, T will send it to you. His property will 
get to Tafdelt, where it will be sold, and you had better write to 
the Sultan Mulai Alulerrahman, to give orders to his Vice-Roy 
to seek after his books, writings, and property. 

“ We inform you we have sent a friend to the Tajacanths, 
ordering a person to be despatched to Timbuctoo, to bring us 
A bou, who is gone there ; and have given the strictest orders for 
<n cry information and news how it happened, to be sent us. 

“As to the envy, like that of Wold Tsheme* and others we have 
heard of. you know better than any one what money the Tibbib 
had. 'The truth of all the news will be known, when the horse¬ 
men return from the Tajacanths. We will seftd it to you, and 
point out to you the spot or place where he (the Tibbib) w as met, 
and the day he was murdered. His death would be first known"" 
at Tafdelt, frmp. whence it would reach Fas, as many of the El« 
Harib go to that city. We are far t>ff, which is the cause of the 
intelligence being so long before it reached us. Tins station of 
the Tajacanths is twelve days’ journey from this place, and it is 
three months that no one hast come to us from thence, except this 
news, which came from Yeisst. The money which he (the 
Tibbib) lent to Mohammed El Abd make yourself easy about it: 
the day the caravan returns, we will get repaid, and remit it to 
you.—Inshalla j—Salaiu.” * 

Translation of a letter from Sheik Key rock, dated Wadnoon, 
1st day of Dual Caada (answering the 7th inst.), received at 
Mogadore, lutli February, 1837. 

“ T<> Sidi Hadgc Abibe, Salam,j; &c. 

“ As to what you write about? the Tibbib John Davidson, the 
party of the Harib founcl (or met) liin^and killed him, plundering 
all his property, and that of Mohammed El Abd,§ which he had 

* Aulad Hisliem, children of Hisham, a large Arab tribe. 

t" In sha-Uah, " If it please God!” 

1 To Sidi IIaj Habib; Salam: To my Lord, the Pilgrim; Habib (or the 
beloved Pilgrim ); Salutation. 

§ Mohammed el ’Abd. Mahomet the Slave or ServaBt [of God]. 
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witfy him of long cloths and bamburgas. On the day they killed 
the Tibbib they seized his companion Abou, and swore to him by 
the most solemn oath, if he did. not show and tell of the property 
belonging to the Christian, they would take his life, upon which 
lie discovered and told them of everything, which they took and 
went away with; and the reason why I did not write to you 
before now, I had doubts of the truth. 

“ How comes it that you listen to the words of Wold Isheme, 
who writes to the Jew his friend, and tells him the Tibbib had 
deposited with us the sum you mention in your letter? why did 
you not answer Wiltshire on the point, as you saw the money he 
delivered over to Mohammed El Abd ? God be praised, we are 
known not to be traitors, like Wold Isheme : however, if his com¬ 
panion Abou comes, he will relate all the news with his own 
mouth. 

“ Be informed we have written to the heads of the Tajacanths 
Sidi Mohammed Dumanee, Sidi Mohammed Ben Annisli, and 
Hamed Moolud,* to send persons like themselves to bring to us 
his companion Abou, from wherever he can be found; at all 
events, if lie be alive, you will see him, Inshalla, and if dead, God's 
will be done. 

“ The words you report, that we had arranged with the Harib 
to betray him (the Tibbib), such doings are not our ways, nor 
^ ould we degrade ourselves to do so ; every one God will reckon 
with for the words he utters. 

“ For four days we neither ate nor drank, and have sworn by 
all that is sacred to be revenged. Whenever the Harib arc to be 
found, in their tents or on the road, our tribe shall plunder and 
kill them. 

“ As regards the property of the Tibbib, if any articles remain 
in the hands of the Tajacanths, they will reach you. God knows 
how much we have grieved about him, but God be praised, we did 
not leave anything undone for the safety of the Tibbib. We did 
not think the Harib would turn traitors to any person sent by us. 
This has been done by the traders of Tafilelt, who had bribed the 
Harib to kill him. God’s wall be done: the facts will be known 
when the two horsemen return, whom we law e despatched to the 
Tajacanth, and which will be sept to you.—Peace.” 

“ Motjadorc, 14 Ih February , 183*7. 

<f Sir,—I ‘had the melancholy duty on the 1st instant to make 
y®u acquainted with the distressing intelligence which had reached 
me regarding Mr. Davidson. I am grieved at heart to inform you 
that all the accounts I have received since confirm the melancholy 
tidings. 


Ah’nwd Moulud. 
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t 

Cf The most circumstantial account I have hoard, I derived 
from a Jew trader of the name of Jacob Ben Cohen, who arrived 
here from Dralia on the 2nd instant* * * § and reported to me that Mr. 
.Davidson had been robbed on the 2<Jth or 30th of Shaban* (thirty- 
two or thirty-three days after Mr. Davidson started from Wad- 
noon), by the tribes of Idowlet and Ait Atta, in the district of 
Haineda, four days’journey from Tntta, who, after receiving from 
Mr. Davidson eight doubloons and one hundred dollars, and a 
loaded camel, allowed the party, consisting of eighteen persons, to 
proceed on their route towards Timbuctoo; Wold Hamdan y and 
Eborria, of Idowlet, and Wold Henna and Wold $boo, of the 
tribe of Ait Atta,;j; he mentioned as the names of the robbers. My 
informant stated, that, eight or ten days after, a marauding party 
of JOO horsemen of the tiibe of El Harib, who were returning 
from plundering a place called Bousbcyah,§ met Mr. Davidson’s 
party a little to the south of Egueda, whom they immediately 
robbed, and shot Mr. Davidson, who received eight balls, and 
when dead, every one discharged their muskets at his body as a 
meritorious act. At El Mehamdre ,\| a town distant six days from 
Tntta,^) where my informant was living, he saw in the possession of 
the Arabs and Jew's various articles which had belonged to Mr. 
Davidson, which lie described, ancl left no doubt on my mind as 
to liis fate. Among the articles which he had seen, he named a 
silver watch, a pocket-compass, sword, three books, a box of 
medicines, Japan tea-caddy, beads, and cowries, all of which he 
must have seen, 01 * he could not have described them so correctly 
as he did. My informant could, not give a certain account of the 
late of poor Abou, the companion of Mr. Davidson, but under¬ 
stood he had gone on with the caravan, in which he is partly 
borne out by the letter received from Sheik Beyrock yesterday. 

“ Other accounts state Mr. Davidson and party were travelling 
some distance in a parallel route, but rather behind the caravan, 
which was first met by the party of El Harib, vvlio were disap¬ 
pointed not to find Mr. Davidson, for whom they inquired. The 
caravan was stopped; and afterwards Mr. Davidson came up, 
when he was instantly shot. Another report inclines me to believe 
tlie Harib at first appeared friendly, and afterwards seized an 
opportunity treacherously to murder him at a place called Shell’ 


* Sha’bun, the eighth month; Jt.n. 1252, 29 Shubin = 8 Decembct, 1836. 

f Wold or Aulad ilamdan, an Arab tribe. 

t Ait-Ata. 

§ Bii Seba-iyah (a place) belonging to the tribe of Abu Seba. M, D’Avezac 
writes Biizebayat, following probably Ibnu-ddeu: an unsafe guide. 

|| El Mohammedi, the Mahometan. 

df The situation of T;ita has been determined with great probability by M. 
D’Avezac, in his Etudes de Geographic sur l’Afri(|ue Spptcntriunalc. See also 
Bulletin de la Society de Geographic, vii. 112. 
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Keya,* twenty days’ journey from Wadnoon, and about twenty- 
seven days’ distant from Timbuctoo. 

“ I have been much disappointed that the information received 
by the return of the courier Tdespatehed to Wadnoon with letters 
to Sheik Beyrock is very meagre and inconclusive. Tn his letters 
no allusion is made to the robbery and murder of Mr. Davidson, 
as having occurred at different places, nor is the account of Jacob 
Ben Cohen supported in this point by any of the reports which 
have come to my knowledge, except the one received by my agent 
from his son at Morocco, which states that Mr. Davidson had been 
robbed, and afterwards allowed to proceed on his journey. I have 
no reason td suspect treachery on the part of Sheik Beyrock, 
although the reports set afloat by TVold Jsheme are intended to 
create such a suspicion. The falsity of the report that Mr. 
Davidson had deposited a large sum of money with the Sheik, is 
evid&it. 

“ Considering there was a great probability Abou might have 
been taken by the tribe of El Harib, and detained as a slave, I 
directed the Sheik to procure his release, and to send him to me. 
By the answer he lnrs returned, he appears to believe that Abou 
had gone on with the caravan, in which case there is not much 
likelihood of the horsemen despatched from the station of the 
Tajacanths overtaking it. 

" I beg to acquaint you 'I have not yet determined upon what 
steps to take to collect further information, having only yesterday 
received the letters from Sheik Beyrock. It is my wish to 
despatch a Moor to proceed to Draha, to recover if possible 
everything belonging to Mr. Davidson: the great difficulty is to 
select a person well acquainted with the country, and in whom 
every confidence can be placed. I attach considerable value to 
the notes Mr. Davidson may have made on the route from Wad- 
noon up to the moment he met his untimely fate. I have in view 
a Moorish trader who has travelled in many parts of the Desert, 
and if I can erilnc to an arrangement with him, I shall despatch 
him to Draha, with directions to proceed to the very spot; and 
everything I can do towards elucidating this melancholy affair, be 
assured, will be done. I mourn for my friend. 

“ I remain, &c. 

(Signed) “ W. Willsiiire. 

“ P.S.-i-I have omitted to state, that by the report of Jacob 
Ben Cohen, Mr. Davidson met his fate on the 8th day of Rama¬ 
dan,! answering to the 17th or 18th of December last. Shell 


* Afterwards Swekeya, which is probably more correct. 

t Ramadan, the Mohammedan Lent, is the ninth month; a.h. 1252, 8 Ramad&n 
= a.d. 1836,17th December. 
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Keya, near the southern confines of the district of Egifedee,* six¬ 
teen days from Tatta, and ten days from Toudeyny. • 

“ E. W. A. Drummond Hay, Esq.” 

*.Mogadore t March 7, 1837. 

“ The answer I have been looking so many days.for from 
Sheik Beyrock, in reply to a long letter I wrote to him, only 
reached me this morning. In it he gives rather a different version 
from former reports. At Eguedee, on the 18tji day of Ramadan, 
Mr. Davidson, and a party of Tajacanths, twelve in number, were 
at a watering-place, when a party of seventeen of the tribe of El 
Harib came up. It is stated, more as a surmise, than on certain 
information, that some of Mr. Davidson’s party having gone to 
drink, leaving their muskets behind, some of the Harib cut off 
the party thus divided, when two of?them immediately shot Mr. 
Davidson, and plundered the camels, tearing and destroyiH||All 
his hooks and papers. The Tajacanths, who were plundered, mid 
afterwards, with Abou, allowed to proceed on their journey, and 
are gone on to Timbuctoo, do not appear to have offered any re¬ 
sistance. The Sheik recalls the assertion made in a former letter, 
that the traders of Tafilelt had bribed the Harib to waylay and 
murder Mr. Davidson. • 

(Signed) Wm. Willshire. 

“ E. W. A. Drummond Hay, Esq.” 

“ Mvgadore , March 14, 1837. 

“ Sir,—A trader of Wadnoon, named Sidi Ali Wold Ifkee, 
with whom Mr. Davidson was on intimate terms during his 
stay at that place, 1 arrived two days frojn thence yesterday, called 
and gave me the following relation of the melancholy fate of that 
gentleman, which 1 believe can be depended upon, and is deserv 
ing of more credit than any other. The substance is as follows:— 
<f Mr. Davidson and party were first met by some of the tribes 
of Ilowbet and Ait Atta, who took from him some money, and 
allowed tiie party to proceed. The party reached Swekeya,j- 
where they rested to wait for the caravan to come up. On the 
third day, a party of fifteen, or more, of the tribe of El Harib 
arrived at the resting-place, and after the usual salutations, in¬ 
quired of Mohammed El Abd who he was travelling with ? when 
he replied, a shereef, who was going to GualataJ on business. 
After some little conversation, the head of the party of El Harib 
requested Mohammed El Abd to show him the watejing-place, 
who, leaving his musket behind, and the^rest of the Harib sitting 
down, accompanied him over the sand-hills, and when out of sight, 
hearing a report of a musket, Mohammed El Abd asked what had 
been done, when the Harib replied, his party had shot the Chris- 

* I'gidi. M&rmol. iii. 19. t Before Shehkeya. 

t Walatah of the Arabs, Ai-wel&ten (Art Wal4tah?) of fbn Batfitah. 
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tian; he complained bitterly, and said he would rather they had 
xnurdered him. It is stated, that when Mohammed El Abd went 
away, one of the Harib pretended to examine his gun, and seized 
the opportunity to take aim, and shot Mr. Davidson, who was 
sitting on e tlie ground a short distance from the party, who imme¬ 
diately began to plunder and seize everything belonging to Mr. 
Davidson, allowing Mohammed El Abd to keep possession of 
what property belonged to him, obliging him first to make oath 
on the Koran. That the caravan was not met by the Harib, but 
has gone on to Timbuctoo, with which Abou, the companion of 
Mr. Davidspn, travelled. 

“ S'idi Ali added, that he had reason to believe that the first 
robbers gave intelligence of t Mr. Davidson’s route to the tribe of 
El Harib; and that had ndt Mr. Davidson stopped, lie would 
have reached Toudeyny before they could have overtaken him. 

“ I am most sorry to observe, that I do not entertain a hope of 
receiving further or more correct particulars regarding the fate of 
Mr. Davidson than what I have communicated. He was aware 
of the perils and dangers of the journey; nothing could shake 
his determination, and his valuable life has paid the forfeit; but 
his name will be handed down to posterity, as one of the many 
victims who have nobly fallen in the cause of science. 

“ I am, &e\ 

'(Signed) “ Wm. Willshibe. 

“ E. W. A. Drummond Hay, Esq.” 

—tfa———■ ... 


XIV.— A Sketch of the Progress of Geography;—and of the 
Labours of the Royal Geographical Society, during the year 
1836-7. By the Secretary. Read at the Anniversary Meeting. 

Seven years have now elapsed since the foundation of the Geo¬ 
graphical Society of London,* and at the close of its first septen¬ 
nial period we may perhaps be permitted to recall the chief 
geographical discoveries that have marked each year of its course, 
before proceeding to the more general subject of the progress of 
geography during the past year. 

The first year of the Society’s existence was signalized by the 
solution of that remarkable geographical problem, which had 
already effused the sacrifice of many valuable lives, and which may 
be characterized as the greatest geographical discovery since that 
of Now Holland—namely, the course and termination of the river 

* Yet be it remembered that the African Association had existed since the year 
1788—and the Palestine Association since the year 1804, and these were purely 
geographical societies^ and many important discoveries were made under their 
auspices. 
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Niger, or Quorra, by the brothers Richard and Jdhn Lander, 
who navigated its stream from Yaoori, in lat. 11° north, to the 
sea in the Bight of Benin—a distance of 600 geograpliicai miles. 

The year 1832 was remarkable fdt. discoveries in the Antarctic 
Ocean—effected by Mr. Biscoe, R.N., who, commanding the 
brig ‘ Tula/ in the employ of those spirited merchants Messrs. 
Enderby, of London, succeeded in reaching a high southern lati¬ 
tude, where he discovered two considerable tracts of land—viz. 
that justly namqd Enderby's Land, in long. 47° E., and Graham’s 
Land, with Adelaide Island, &c. in 67° W.—all nearly on the 
Antarctic circle. 

In 1833 we had to turn our eyes to the opposite* pole, where 
Ross, and his gallant band of British sailors, had passed three 
years amidst the ice of the Aretic #eas—and then unexpectedly 
returned to their country, bringing accounts of their close ap¬ 
proach to the magnetic pole, and of the discovery of a large tract 
of hitherto unknown coast-line of the peninsula of Boothia,—and 
not loss in importance, a proof of the moral courage displayed 
by this band of sailors, under circumstances of privation and 
hardship almost unexampled in the annals of discovery. 

The year 1834 was marked by a successful and important 
journey across central Asia, by Lieutenant A. Burnes, E.I.C.; 
during which he obtained much information on •his route from 
Cabul, across the Indian Caucasus, to 4lie ancient cities of Balkh 
and Bokhara, and added considerably to our former knowledge of 
the course of the f river Oxus, and generally to the physical and 
political geography of Upper Asia. • 

In 1833 we had again to revert to North America and the 
Arctic Ocean, where our gallant countryman Back discovered and 
followed to the sea the grea^ river which now justly bears his 
name, tracing its course in a north-east direction, a distance of 
600 miles from its source to the ocean; and there, on the shores 
of the Frozen Sea, obtaining such evidences of the great proba¬ 
bility of a communication by water along the northern coast of 
America, in the parallel of 69° or 70°, that the government has 
again entrusted to him the command of an expedition which we 
sincerely trust may, by tracing the northern shore of America, set 
the seal to Arctic discovery; and thus reward the enlightened 
perseverance of the British government, and the courage and 
enterprize of its servants. % 

Such are the discoveries’ for which the Royal Premiums, gra¬ 
ciously placed by his Majesty at the disposal of the Society, have 
successively been awarded by the council. 

From such high and animating ground of discovery let us de¬ 
scend to the more humble, yet not unimportant details of the 
progress of geography during the past year. Wind fully aware of 



174 


Progress of Geography in 1836 - 7 . 

\ 

the difficulty of the task, and conscious how imperfect such a 
sketch must of necessity be, it is undertaken with the hope that 
by endeavouring to state wh^t has been done, and briefly pointing 
out what remains to do, it may be the means of rousing others to 
join in reaping the ample harvest which is yet offered to those 
who take An interest in the study of some of the many branches 
of geography. 

f 

EUROPE. 

Civilized Europe, it might be imagined, at first sight, would 
offer no fiejd for geographical research; and, in fact, a rapid 
journey over the greater part of Europe could not add much to 
our knowledge of its physicaLgeography; but when we search for 
rigorous astronomical and smtistical observation—for correct to¬ 
pographical detail—for a precise delineation of its physical fea¬ 
tures—for an exact outline of its coasts, and the depth of water 
in its various seas and channels—we search almost in vain ; yet 
much has lately been done towards attaining such a knowledge of 
this part of the earth’s surface as the advanced state of science 
and civilization imperatively demands. 

British Isles. —It’ is on this principle that the national map of 
England, known by the name of the f Ordnance Map,’ (begun in 
1796,) is at present being executed, under the zealous super¬ 
intendence of Captain Colby, R.E., and engraved on the scale 
of an inch to a statute mile, or of the natural scale : two 

sheets have been added to this survey during the past year, and 
sixty-nine sheets are now*published, comprising all the southern 
and midland counties; four or five more sheets may shortly be 
expected;—while the geological examination of the country, 
under the able direction of Mfl de la Bcche, now combined 
with the topographical survey, will greatly enhance the value of 
the maps. 

A cadastral purvey of the country, on the scale of or 
nearly 27 inches to a mile, to show the boundaries of parishes, &c. 
has been proposed, but it appears not to be considered necessary. 

No nsd^nal map of Scotland exists, but the points of the great 
triangulation are established, and the private munificence of in¬ 
dividuals has filled in the detail of some of the counties—Suther- 
landshire, for instance, at the expense of the Duke of Sutherland, 
&c. A s£nall general n>fip, on the soale of 8 inches to a degree, 
by Mr. John Arrowsmith, almost finished, combines all that is 
accurately known of Scotland. The geological map, by Dr. 
M'Culloch, is likewise published. The detail of the coast-line 
is proceeding, under the superintendence of the hydrogra- 
pher; and also an excellent map of the Shetland Isles, on the 
scale of half an inch to a mile, has been completed during the 
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past year by Mr. Thomas, R.N., who has devoted some years to 
its execution. * 

The recent survey of Ireland, called the * Towland Survey/ 
is proceeding rapidly. This truly national work, which does 
honour to the enlightened legislature that ordered ft, and to 
the engineer officers who carry it into execution, is based on 
a grand triangulation, one side of which, connecting Ireland with 
England, is 108 miles in length; another, 101 miles, 93 miles, &c. 
Its detailed operations are completed with the most minute ac¬ 
curacy, on the scale of 6 inches to a statute mile, or t<A~ 5 o the 
natural dimensions; exhibiting all the boundaries, distinction of 
barren and cultivated land, levels, &c.—in short, everything of 
practical utility; so much so, thatjt line of rail-road or canal 
might be, and has been, projectedPon the data supplied by it, 
without any fresh survey—which could not, it is believed, be 
effected with the existing maps in any other country in the world. 

The maps of ten counties, comprising 560 sheets, are pub¬ 
lished, and the work .advances rapidly. Combined with this map 
a scries of memoirs is publishing, which will make it as complete 
as can be expected in a work of the kind. Would that such a work 
were possessed by, or in progress in, every naftion in Europe! 

In concert with the land-survey the hydrographic department, 
under the zealous and enlightened superintendence of Captain 
Beaufort, is extremely active. Parts of the east and west coasts 
of England, the Irish Channel, the east coast of Scotland, the 
coast of Wales, and the northern coast of Ireland, have been 
accurately examined, and are still in progress. Added to this, 
a minute and beautiful chart of the North Sea, executing by 
Captain Hewett, aud showing, with the greatest accuracy, all the 
undulating features of the wide but shallow valley—in no part 
exceeding 100 jards in depth—which separates our island from 
Holland and Europe, are gratifying proofs of the activity displayed 
by the government in the advancement of physical geography. 

At length wc may venture to boast of a work, worthy of the 
subject, on the Physical and Political Geography of the British 
Islands , forming part of the Library of Useful Ki^Msiedge, in 
which the physical features which mark the true Tiaeb of the 
country are traced with a masters hand. 

On general geography, with the* exception of some articles in 
the Encyclopaedias, and especially in tjje Penny Cyclopaedia, no 
work has been published in England during the past year ;y yet 

* The projected railway between Derry and Enniskillen; also in the improvement 
of the harbour at Belfast. 

t The valuable researches of Mr. Whewell and Mr. Lubbock, on the subject of 
tides, form an honourable exception; as do also the useful printed Tide Tables, 
published by the Hydrographic Office at the Admiralty. 
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is the harvest so thoroughly gathered that nothing is left for the 
gleaner? Has the subject of the geographical distribution of 
man,, of animals* and of plants* met with attention? Has ethno¬ 
graphy, or the classification of mankind according to language— 
or its classification according to religions, been studied ? Is there 
a traveller’s manual, or a table- of positions, or a general gazetteer, 
or dictionary of geography, worthy of the name, in our language ? f 
It is to be feared \ye ask in vain. i 

France .—The great topographical map of France, to be com¬ 
pleted in 258 sheets, under the direction of General Pelet, of 
the Depot de la Guerre, has issued 12 sheets during the past year, 
making 48 sheets already published. * 

The publication of this admirable work began in 1833; it is 
executed with great care, onjfhe scale of or about of an 

inch to a geographical mile, and is accompanied by a geometrical 
description, by Colonels Puissant and Corabetif, reciting all the 
Scientific labours on which the survey is based,—a very proper 
accompaniment to tfie national work. A map of Guienne, on the 
scale of Tsfejsxt* or I 7 V of an inch to a geographical mile, is also 
publishing by the Depot de la Guerre : 50 sheets have appeared, 
and it is to be completed in .54 sheets. Conjointly with this 
survey, an accurate examination of the coasts of France is pro¬ 
ceeding under the direction of Admiral Hamelin, of the Depot de 
la Marine, seconded by the zeal of M. Beautemps Beaupre, and 
M. Daussy j^nd some valuable charts and plans have been 
published by^the Depot during the past year, in addition to that 
excellent work, the Pilote Frangois. 

L’Atlas physique, politique, et hislorique de la France, which 
forms the third part of a Course of Comparative Geography, by 
$1. Denaix, proceeds fast to its completion. 

Belgium. —Under the spirited clireetion of a private individual, 
M. Ph. Vander-Maelen, at Brussels, whose topographical and 
statistical labours in his own country deserve the heftiest praise, 
two new works- are just completed; one,"a geometrical plan of 
Brussels, by M. Craan, in 4 sheets, on the scale of or 
29 inches to a geographical mile; the other, a map of the 
envirorijp|fc Brussels, by Professor Perkins, in 9 sheets, from 
the cadastral survey, on the scale of or rather more than 

7 inches to a geographical mile; which may be added to the 
numerous works already published at this splendid geographical 
establishment. * - 

Sweden and Norway. —Im-addition to Colonel Forsell’s map 


* Mr. Watson’s Sketch of Geography of Plants is an exception, 
t It is a singular'fact, that in the Index to the Reports of the British Association, 
anil in that to the Magazine of Popular Science, the word Geography is not to be 
found j or if perchance found in the former, it refers to nothing. 




Progress of Geography in 1836-7. 177 

of Sweden, in 8 sheets, his excellent work on the statistics of the 
country has added much to our knowledge of this kingdom. , 

Iceland .—A French Commission, composed of several scientific • 
men, headed by M. Gaimard, has »this year visited Iceland, has 
thoroughly examined the country, arid has brought home a large 
collection in natural history. The results of the expedition in 
detail may shortly be expected. 

Hanover and Brunswick .—The topographical map of these 
countries, in 67 sheets, by Papen, has issued 10 sheets during 
the past year. * Also the various maps in course of publication in 
the different states of Germany have each added this year a few 
sheets to their number. • 

Saxony .—The map of Saxony, by Schlieben, has furnished 
7 sheets, and the Statistical Society at Dresden is active in col¬ 
lecting and diffusing topographical as well as statistical infor¬ 
mation relating to the country. 

Prussia .—Three sheets of the Government map of Prussia have 
been issued; and two of that by Engelhardt. A general list of 
the maps and geographical works in course of publication will be 
found at the end of the last volume of the Society’s Journal, and 
which will be continued. The catalogue would be too long to 
enumerate them here; yet if those only were mentioned that are 
based upon strict principles, the number, it is feared, would be 
but small. The subject of the orthography of names of places 
demands serious attention; and this may be j|gore especially 
remarked in maps of Asia and Africa. If th6 Geographical 
Societies of Beilin, of Paris, and of London could be induced 
to adopt some general standard for orthography of Arabic, Tur¬ 
kish, Persian, Sic,, names, perhaps all geographers, even if they 
might not fully approve of it, would, for utility’s sake, adopt it." 

Tuscany .—In addition to*Padre Inghirami’s excellent map, 
and Zuccagni Orlandini’s Atlas of this state, Repetti is publishing 
a geographical dictionary of the Grand Duchy, which has reached 
the letter L; thus, perhaps, no state in Eurqpe will be more 
correctly described. 

Greece .—Besides the admirable map of the Morea, made 
under the immediate superintendence of Captain Ji^tier and 
M. Puillon Boblaye, and published on the scale or 

about 3 miles to an inch, the french have just completed a 
survey of 800 square leagues of Northern Greece, comprising 
Euboea, Attica, Bccotia, * Phocis, and* Locris.* TlPe disturbed 
state of the country prevented their proceeding with Acarnania 
and Etolia, about 600 square leagues more, which still remain 
unexamined, except the sea-coast of the former, which was sur- 

■ 

* See Bulletin lie la Soci€t6 de GGographie, Dec. 1^6, and March, 1837. 

VOL. VII. N 




178 Progress of Geography in 1836-7- 

V 

veycd by Mr. Cooling-, R. N., in 1830. We have also the 
whole northern frontier line from Arta to Volo, a distance of 137 
miles, laid down by the Commissioners for fixing: the boundaries* 
This, combined with the admirable travels in Northern Greece, 
by Colond Leake, just published, has done much towards 
removing our ignorance of this highly interesting country. 

Turkey .—The southern shores of Turkey in Europe have been 
recently surveyed by Captain Copeland, R.N., who, commencing 
at the Island of Cerigo, has carried the examination round to 
the entrance of the Dardanelles; he has also determined 
the height of many of the principal mountains, as Olympus, 
Ossa, Pelion/ Athos, f &c. The charts of this survey are now 
publishing by the Hydrographic Office, on the scale of 3 miles 
to an inch. Of the interior of this fine country we know very little, 
except an account of its statistics and its resources by Mr. 
Urquhart; and we have the testimony of the excellent geologist, 
M. Ami Boue, who has lately examined the structure and direction 
of the mountain ranges, “ that even the best maps of this country 
are extraordinarily incorrect.’’^ 

Now that there is no difficulty in travelling in Turkey, and 
that nothing but a little personal discomfort need be feared, it 
may be hoped some unoccupied tourist may find a more worthy 
subject than to record the whimsical adventures of a voyage down 
the Danube, and may be induced to visit a part of Europe where 
there are yet discoveries to be made; namely, sources of rivers, 
mountain-ranges, extensive plains, &c., as indicated by M. Boue, 
and of which we know nothing. 

Archipelago .—Many of the Greek and Turkish islands have 
been accurately examined during the late survey, which from 
the Dardanelles has extended along the shores of Asia Minor to 
Ephesus—charts of which* with the islands of Lemnos, Samo- 
thraki, Samos, &c., are completed, though not yet published. 
In Candia, the ancient Crete, we have the recent travels by Mr. 
Pashley, in which the author, besides illustrating with great 
learning the classical and antiquarian interest of his subject, has 
obtained nrach useful statistical information respecting the pre¬ 
sent state*«Sijd capabilities of this beautiful island. 

Russia .—The new map of this vast empire, in 39 sheets, by 
the Depot-topographique, on the scale of comprises part 

of the information collected by Herr Adolph Erman, in his im¬ 
portant journey from St. ^Petersburg tb Moskow, and by Kazan 
and Perm, across the Ural Mountains to Tobolsk, and along the 
Obi to Obdorsk. The first volume of the personal narrative of 

* See Memoir by Colonel Baker, in Journal R. G. S., vol. vii, p. 70. 

• f See Journal R. G. S., vol. vii. p. 61. 
t See Bulletin de la Seei6t6 de Geographic, Oct, 1836, 
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this journey is filled with geographical details on this little known 
country, as far as the mouth of the river Obi; also with informa¬ 
tion regarding the mines in the *fJral, the hydrography of the 
Wolga, &c. &c. • 

A paper “ On the Varieties of Climate and Productions in the 
Russian Empire,” published in the Agricultural Gazette, at St. 
Petersburg, and translated into the Quarterly Journal of Agri¬ 
culture,* contains an able summary of this subject, and much 
useful information. 

The results of a chronometric expedition round the Baltic, by 
the Russian General Schubert, in 1833, have Ufeen published 
during the past year, and kindly transmitted to the Geographical 
Society by M. Kupffcr.f They give the relative position of 
seventy-seven important points. 

Traversing 900 miles of latitude, we reach the spot on the 
shores of the Black Sea, where the new series of observations is 
to commence, to determine the difference of level between it and 
the Caspian. The direction of this undertaking is confided to 
Messrs. G. Fuss, Sabi or, and Saviteli; and the line selected is 
from Novo Tcherkask, near the mouth of the river Don, to 
Stavropol, and thence to Kisliar on the Caspian, a distance in a 
direct line of about 390 geographical miles, on » general bearing 
of north-west and south-east. Thus*there is every probability of 
the long-contested question in physical geography of the depres¬ 
sion of the Caspian Sea being finally set at rest. 

Caucasia .—On the Caucasian provinces, especially interesting at 
this day, we have a notice in the work of M. Charles Belanger’s 
Voyages aux Indes Orientates,” &c.; also in M. de Marigny’s 
“ Three Voyages,” and Herr Nordmann’s scientific tour in the 
Black Sea. The Academy has also published during the last 
year M. Kupffer’s observations during his travels in the Caucasus, 
and the continuation of the work of Marshal Biobertein on the 
flora of that country: and the Academy of Stt Petersburg has 
instructed M. Sjaegren to proceed to Caucasia, in order to make 
himself acquainted with the language and customs of the Ossetes, 
one of the six classes of the nations now inhabiting the Caucasian 
provinces. 

From Berlin we learn that M* Dubois has submitted to the 
Geographical Society there the maps and drawings i^ade by him 
during some years’ residence in the 'Caucasus; and Herr E. 
Eichwald, at Stuttgard, has also lately published the account of 
his journeys to Caucasia and to the Caspian Sea. 


* See Quarterly Journal, No. 32. 
f See Journal E, G. S>, vol. vi, p, 413, * 

N 2 
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ASIA. 

A glance at tlie map of this vast country will show at once that 
here is ample field for geographical discovery. From the icy 
ocean to the' equator—from Syria to Japan, every journey of any 
extent must be over ground with which we are but imperfectly 
acquainted,—and this very ignorance should be an additional 
stimulus to prosecute' research to every European whose lot may 
be cast in this portion of the globe. 

In briefly recapitulating the principal works which have con¬ 
tributed to the improvement of the geography of Asia, we would 
first point attention to the admirable work “ Erdkunde von Asien,” 
by Professor Ritter at Berlin, which has now reached the second 
part of the third volume, and thus completes the description of 
Hindustan and of Eastern Asia; and, secondly, to the Atlas 
von Asien, by Dr. H. Berghaus, in which, besides the maps of 
the countries, he has discussed all the elements employed in their 
construction. The past year has produced six new maps, namely, 
Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, Assam, and the Chinese ('oast. 

Siberia .—Commencing to the north, we must again take up 
the route of Herr A'dolpli Erman from the Ural, thence by 
Tobolsk along the river Obi, to Obdorsk, near the Arctic Circle : 
returning to Tobolsk, he proceeded to Trkutzk, and visited 
Kiakhta and the country south of the Baikal Lake, then to 
Yakuzk, and across the Aldan Mountains to Okotzk, thence by 
sea to Kamskatka, and to the. island of Sitka. The results of 
this journey, parts of which* only are yet published, are highly 
important to physical geography. During the same period. 
Captain Lutke, commanding ’ the Seniavinc, had examined the 
coasts of Kamskatka to the north of Avatclika Bay, and several 
islands in Behring’s Sea. Baron Wrangel, too, lately returned to 
Europe from his command at Sitka, has doubtless brought home 
some geographical information from that distant quarter, which, 
it is hoped, may Ibe made public; all we know is, that he has 
proved the non-existence of some of the pretended discoveries 
by the American whalers, and has fixed the position of some 
points in the Aleutian Isles. From the introduction to Captain 
Lutke’s Voyage, we learn that during the last twenty years not 
less than twelve Russian ships of war have made voyages round 
the world, two only of whiclj have been published previous to the 
present, namely, Bellingshausen, in 1819-21, and Kotzebue, in 
1823-26. 

The result of the levelling by Mr. George Fuss, along the 
shores of the Lake Baikal, has been published in the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg. 
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Japan. —Dr. Ph. von Siebold’s Archief, &c., or description of 
Japan, being the results of six years’ residence there, from 1824 
to 1830, has reached the seventh number. In the mean time,* 
we have Herinneringen uit Japan, by Heer Heindrick Doeff, 
published at Haarlem,—the only remains of a long residence in 
that empire, the fruits of which were lost by shipwreck. 

Central Asia .—The map of Central Asia, in 4 sheets, on the 
scale of nearly 2 inches to a degree, by Klaproth, has, since the 
death of that eminent orientalist at Paris, remained unpublished. 
It is compiled from the great Chinese map and other sources, 
and contains some of the author’s own routes in Central Asia. 

The Asiatic Society of Bengal has printed *a memoir on 
Chinese Tartary, and on Khoten by Mr. Wathen \ and a geo¬ 
graphical and political notice on Iskardoh in Little Tibet, com¬ 
piled by Captain Wade, from information obtained from an envoy 
of Achmed Scliah. 

The interesting journey in India of M. Jacquemont has reached 
its eighteenth number; and we may shortly expect the travels of 
Moorcroft and Trebeck, with a map, combining all the latest 
information from the most authentic sources. 

Kashmir .—Baron Hiigel, just returned* to Europe, after an 
absence of six years in the East, has supplied a valuable notice 
on the present state of the Valley of Kashmir, and a more 
correct map of the Panjab, and the various passes through the 
Himalaya Mountains than we before possessed.* We look with 
interest for the remainder of his travels, which, from the speci¬ 
men kindly given to the Geographical Society, must contain 
valuable information. 

China .—Of this country, to which it is so difficult to obtain 
access, we have a general description, as also of its inhabitants, by 
Mr. Davis, many years a resident at Canton, and well acquainted 
with the language and literature of the Celestial Empire. 

It is probable that we must look to our missionaries for a better 
knowledge of this country. The patient perseverance, combined 
with the truly Christian zeal with which they pursue their high 
calling, may eventually open a way into an empire that seems 
shut to any other attempts. 

It is from the journal of a missionary, M. Bruguiere, appointed 
chief of the Roman Catholic mission in Corea, that we have the 
latest accounts of China and Chinese Tartary. Fjjpm Macao, 
M. Bruguiere went to Fougan,to Nanking,passed the Great Wall 
into Tartary, and resided some time at Sivang; thence he reached 
the frontiers of Corea, where he fell a victim to fatigue and 
privation, y 


* See Journal R. 6. S., p. 343. 
f See Anuales de la Propagation de la Ffi, No. 50. 
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Malacca.— slight notice of a part of this peninsula has been 
communicated to the Asiatic Society of Bengal by Lieut. New- 
bold, chiefly concerning the political relations of the native states. 

J Borneo. —Of this little-known island an interesting paper will 
be found in the Journal of‘the Asiatic Society of London, by 
Mr. G. W. Earl, who has also given an account of his voyages in 
the Asiatic Archipelago, in a volume just published. We have, 
too, the results of Heer Oliver’s Voyages to the Moluccas, and 
to Makassar in the Celebes, in 1824, lately published at Rotter¬ 
dam. At Paris, also, M. de Rienzi is publishing an account of 
some years spent in these Eastern Seas. 

New Guinea. —At the south-western extremity of this island 
the Dutch have proved that Cape Walsli is situated on an island, 
about eighty miles broad; thus one atom of information is added 
to the balance against our great ignorance of even the shores of 
this vast island. 

India. —Returning westward, we come to the British possessions 
in India ; and here, at least, we are upon known ground. The 
measurement of the great meridional arc, resting upon eight bases, 
and extending from Cape Comorin, in the parallel of 8°, to the 
foot of the Himmalaya, in 80° north latitude, a distance of 1320 
geographical miles, has, during the last year, been brought to a 
close. This arc has been connected by lateral scries of triangles 
with Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and Benares: the whole of the 
tract south of the river Khrishnah, in the parallel of 16 ° nearly, 
with the exception of Dindigul and part of N ellore, has been ac¬ 
curately surveyed: north of that line, to the borders of Hindustan, 
only Kandeish and part of the Hydrabad territory are still to be 
examined. Many of the maps of this survey, on the scale of 4 
inches to a mile, are already published, and the rest are in course 
of publication. This work does hono ur to the enlightened views of 
the East India Company, who instituted it, and to the zeal and 
energy of their officers who have carried it into execution. 

Sind. —Of Siiyl we have a notice by Captain A. Burnes, who 
has again recently left Bombay on a mission to Cabul; and we 
have a good earnest in what he has already done that he will lose 
no opportunity of acquiring further information. 

Arabia. —The shores of the Persian Gulf have been already 
Surveyed, and, with the excellent charts of the Red Sea just com¬ 
pleted by the officers of the East I ndia Company’s service, have 
made us fully acquainted with the cast and west coasts of Arabia; 
from the Straits of Bab el Mandcl, to the eastward of Makullah, 
the southern shore has also been surveyed. Of the interior 
Lieutenant Wellsted, of the Indian Navy, has given us some ac¬ 
count ;—first, in a journey from the south coast to some remark¬ 
able ruins, about seventy miles in the interior of the eastern part of 
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Yemen; secondly, by a very important journey of seven hundred 
miles in the interior of the province of ’Onnln, under the dominion, 
of the Imdm of Muskat.* 

Bergliaus, also, has published a map of Arabia during the past 
year. • 

Euphrates. —This river has been explored, (thanks to the libe¬ 
rality of the British government,) and the practicability of its na¬ 
vigation, with proper vessels, from Bir to the Persian Gulf—a 
distance, including its windings, of nearly 1000 miles—has been 
fully demonstrated by the zeal, and energy, and perseverance of 
Colonel Chesney, who, in spite of obstacles of no ordinary cha¬ 
racter, has accomplished his difficult task. The geographical 
information obtained, which must be very important, has not yet 
been made public. 

On a neighbouring river, the Tigris, we have the accurate 
observations of the lamented Mr. Rich, (too early taken away 
from his sphere of usefulness ); also an account of his journey 
into Kurdistan, his residence at Baghdad, and on the site of 
the ancient Nineveh; which have been made public during the 
past year. 

Syria. —Here we must again cite Berglfaus’ map, as tfie best 
we have yet seen of this country.^ Mr. Barker has contributed an 
account of a journey to the source of the river Ofontes, and of the 
passage of Lebanon; and we hear that a spirited young Irishman, 
Mr. George Moore, instead of loitering in fashionable pilgrimage 
along the beaten paths of Palestine, has actually devoted the past 
year to a minute geographic examination of the Dead Sea and its 
shores. 

We hope the time is come that some geographer will take in 
hand a map of this region, profiting by the data that would be 
willingly supplied by the numerous travellers that have journeyed 
over every part of both Syria and Palestine, and endeavour to 
complete a map worthy of a country which must ever possess a 
higher interest than any other on the surface of the globe. 

Asia Minor .—Still proceeding westward, we come to the journeys 
of MM. Callier and Texier, in Asia Minor, of both of which we 
have yet only very brief accounts. Our own countrymen, Mr. 
Brant, in 1835, and more lately Mr. W. I. Hamilton, in 1836, 
have given us routes throughout Anatolia and Armenia, from the 
shores of the Mediterranean to the frontier of Persia. The 
former has contributed a new route by* the Russian frontier; the 
latter several routes, over less frequented parts of the country, 

* See Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. vii. part i. 
t We had hoped ere this to have profited hy the observations of M. Callier, who 
three years since travelled through this country, bat thgy seem not to have been 
yet made public. 
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throughout which he has paid great attention to its geology and 
■ its physical geography. 

The survey of the western shore of Anatolia, to unite with that 
of Karam^nia, by Captain Beaufort, is now in progress, under 
the direction of Lieutenant Graves, R.N., and will thus complete 
the coast-line of the more western portion of Asia. 

AFRICA. 

Northern Africa .—In this wide field for discovery accurate 
geographical investigation has advanced but a little way beyond 
the coasts wkhin the last year; and it is to be feared that the 
recent calamitous death of our countryman,—a loss which we, in 
common with every admirer of enterprise, deplore,—may tend to 
check its progress for some time to come. Young, zealous, and 
enthusiastic in the cause of discovery, the traveller had sur¬ 
mounted all the difficulties opposed to his advance in Marocco, iri 
Sus, in Wadi Nun, and had even traversed half the desert towards 
Tumbuktu, when he was barbarously murdered by the faithless 
Arabs: and the name of Davidson must now be recorded with 
those .of Hornemann, Park, Ledyard, Burekhardt, Laing, and 
Lander, as some of the most eminent among our countrymen 
who have sacrificed their lives in the cause of African discovery. 

Should the traveller’s papers be recovered, we may expect to 
find in them a detailed account of the country round Wadi Nun, 
and observations calculated to determine the western route from 
Marocco to Tumbuktu more accurately than has hitherto been 
done. All that we now know of his routes is gathered from his 
letters to H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex, and to his family, which 
have been promptly communicated to the Geographical Society, 
and will be found in the seventh volume of its Journal. 

Abu Bekr, the companion of Mr. Davidson, who is supposed 
to have continued his journey to Tumbuktu, has been sent for by 
the sheikh of Wadi Nun, and if he escape the perils of the 
deserts, will probably return to England. He is quite capable 
of giving an instructive and accurate account of the country 
through which he passes; his retentive memory and his honesty 
meriting the utmost confidence. It may be here observed that 
Abu Bekr’s description of thq route from Jenne to Cape Coast, 
collected with great care by Mr. Renouard, and inserted in the 
sixth voluihe of the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, 
deserves much attention, as it points out a short road to the 
interior which had never yet been thought of. and which, so long 
as we possess the friendship of the King of Ashanti, seems to 
offer considerable advantages. 

In continuation t of the former labours of Captains Belcher and 
Skyring, R.N., lieutenant Arlett has surveyed and laid down, on 
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the scale of an inch to a mile, the western coast of Africa, from 
Cape Spartel to Cape Bajador; has measured the height of many 
of the mountains of the lesser Atlas, and has expunged from our * 
charts of these shores many imaginary dangers. He commenced 
a survey of the Canary Islands, which that able and experienced 
officer. Captain Vidal, will complete in the intervals afforded him 
by the Harmattan season, which periodically interrupts his trying 
and exhausting, but highly important labours along the Gold 
Coast from Cape Palmas to Corrisco. 

Algiers .—For the improvement of the geography of Algiers 
we naturally look to France, and a map of the territory compre¬ 
hended within the French military operations is satd to be now 
in a forward state. The surveys of the Bays of Algiers and 
Bona have been completed; also the coast-line, from the former 
to the frontier of Marocco, under MM. Berard and Dorset de 
Tessan, and published at the Depdt de la Marine. The con¬ 
tinuation of the survey as far as Cape Spartel is about to be 
executed. 

Tunis and Tripoli .—No positive accessions to topography have 
been made here; but we may notice the maps of these countries, 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
as the most correct in point of orthography of any hitherto 
issued. • 

But we cannot quit the subject t>f Northern Africa without 
bearing testimony to the value of a work, bearing the unpretend¬ 
ing title of * Etudes de Geographic Critique sur unc partie de 
l’Afrique Septentrionale,’ by M. D’Awezac, late Secretary-General 
to the Geographical Society of Paris, accompanied by a newly- 
constructed framework of a map, in which the author has laid 
down the various itinerarie% furnished by different travellers, 
and discussed their merits;—a good example in critical geo¬ 
graphy, which we would gladly see followed for other parts of 
the world.* M. D’Avczac has also published an ‘ Esquisse de 
l’Afrique,’—a programme only, we believe, to*a larger work on 
that country. 

Egypt. —We still look anxiously for the map of this country 
by Mr. Wilkinson, in addition to his splendid work on the topo¬ 
graphy of Thehes. Of the manners and customs of the modern 
Egyptians, we have a graphic description from the pen of Mr. 
Lane, and from M. Jomard, a ‘ Coup d’ceil imparted sur l’dtat 

* In a brief notice of this work, in Volume vi. of the Journal of the Royal 
Geographical Society, it was mentioned in a note that there appeared some omis¬ 
sions and inaccuracies in the map which accompanies it. The author has since, in 
a letter evincing great knowledge of the geography of Northern Africa, shown that 
he was fully borne out by the authorities he had consulted in compiling his map. 
Whether fresh information procured from travellers may confirm these authorities 
remains to be proved. • 



186 Progress of Geography in 1836-7. 

< 

present dc FEgyptc, &e.’ The charts of the Red Sea, from a 
survey made by the officers of the Indian navy, constitute a 
valuable addition to our knowledge of the eastern side of the 
African Continent. They lt#ve pointed out exactly the ruins of 
Berenice, ,and done much towards proving the general accuracy 
of Bruce’s positions: on both these subjects Lieutenant Wellsted, 
of the Indian navy, has contributed an interesting paper to the 
Journal of the Geographical Society. 

Abyssinia. —Dr. Riippel has returned to Europe, and we may 
shortly expect the results of his late journeys in this country. 
In the mean time, two French travellers, MM. Tamisier and 
Combes, have returned to Marseille, after having penetrated, it 
is said, as far south as Shoa, in 10° north latitude, some distance 
to the southward of the extreme point reached by M. Caillaud. 
Unfortunately these travellers were unprovided with instruments, 
and little can therefore be expected from the narrative of their 
travels, besides the description of the half-civilized tribes with 
whom they had intercourse. Among these were the Boren, 
Galla, and some Mohammedan tribes of the same nation, who 
stopped the progress of the travellers, and having plundered 
them, compelled them to retrace tbeir steps. 

The survey of the north-eastern extreme of Africa is still 
carrying forward to Cape Gardafui by the officers of the Indian 
navy, who have also completed an examination of the Island of 
Socotra, of which a detailed description has been communicated 
to the Society by Lieutenant Wellsted, one of the officers 
employed. . 

Western Africa. —Traversing, in imagination only, the whole 
breadth of the continent, in this parallel, we reach the Bight of 
Benin, where the survey of the GoJ^d Coast, before alluded to, is 
now carrying on. 

At length we have the gratification to announce the publication 
of Captain Allen’s excellent chart of the Quorra, that river which, 
under the name* of Nigir, has excited so much interest, given 
birth to so much learned speculation, and cost this country so 
many lives. The chart extends upwards from the sea about four 
hundred miles, to the large town of Rabba, marking the depth of 
water and the features of the banks, and containing a iMc pic¬ 
turesque view of the point where the Tchadda pours in its col¬ 
lateral streap. One of the Liverpool steamers which so gene¬ 
rously conveyed Captain Allen up the river, in order to examine 
it, has remained at Fernando Po, and in her Mr. Becroft has 
again ascended the Quorra, and also the old Calabar river of our 
maps, which he . believes to be a branch of the deltoidal mouth 
of the Quorra. This seems to require confirmation. 

South Africa .—Here the spirit of exploration has been latterly 
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very active. The roving habits acquired by the boors near the 
Karroo, the commercial relations of the colony with the nations of 
the interior, and the nature of the country, all tend to throw the . 
enterprise of the colonists into a channel favourable to geogra¬ 
phical discovery. Dr. Andrew Smith, the leader of the expe¬ 
dition which left Cape Town on discovery two years* since, has 
recently arrived in London, bringing with him a large collection 
in various departments of natural history. He has visited the 
sources of the Caledon and the Maputa; has ascended the heights 
of the Caffrarbm Mountains, and advanced as far as the southern 
tropic in the tracks of the traders. As yet, however, there is but 
little known of the geographical results of his journey, which can¬ 
not fail to be highly important, as his party was well provided with 
instruments. In the spring of last year two traders from the 
colony, Messrs. Mehem and Jones, reached Delagoa Bay with 
loaded waggons, being the first to beat a path which we dare say 
will soon be much frequented. Captain Gardner, while seeking 
a pass practicable for waggons through the Quatlilainba Moun¬ 
tains from Natal to the Orange River, arrived within a few miles 
of the sources of this great stream. It is to be lamented that his 
hasty search proved unsuccessful. The country round and im¬ 
mediately north of the sources of the Orange River lias been 
narrowly examined by the French Protestant Missionaries. 

On the western coast the Wesleyan # Missionaries have resumed 
their labours in Great Namaqua; and it is to them that we 
must look for a better knowledge of the natives, and for the 
spread of civilization and Christianity^, the most worthy object of 
geographical discovery. 

In this direction also Captain Alexander departed in Sep¬ 
tember last from Cape Town, on his way to the Damaras country 
and to Walviscli Bay, which lie hoped to reach by last March. 
His route has been by Clan William, and the Kamiesberg, 
across the Orange River; aud by the latest accounts, dated 
January 1, 1837, he was at Africaaner’s Kraa^ in latitude 28° 
south, longitude about 19° east. All his party well, and only 
waiting for a few showers of vain to continue his journey to the 
northward. 

Mozambique. —M. Xavier Botelho, many years resident in the 
Portujjptese possessions on this coast, has lately published a statis¬ 
tical notice of its establishments; for an account of which the 
Edinburgh Review for November last may be coiftulted with 
advantage. 

Madagascar .—Of this important island we are still very igno¬ 
rant ; nor could any information be gleaned from the natives who 
have lately passed some weeks in England; yet that four out of 
six spoke and wrote English with facility, is a testimony to the 
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labours of the Missionaries in this country. We hope ere long 
to have a full account of a residence of some years in the capital, 
Thanaan-arrive, from a Missionary who is intimately acquainted 
with the language, and has taken a leading part in communicating 
to the natives, as far as practicable, some of the blessings of 
civilization. 


AMERICA. 

n 

North America. —Traversing the Atlantic to the shores of 
America, we naturally follow the course of our gallant countryman 
Back, in his former voyage, from the wide expanse of the Great 
Slave Lake, *for 600 miles down the river which now most appro¬ 
priately bears his name, to the shores of the Arctic Ocean, and 
there watch him carefully collecting evidences in the set of 
the current—the direction of the ice—and the character of the 
drift wood—for the great probability of a water communication 
in or about the parallels of 69° or 70°. In order to supply the 
few remaining links in the chain of discovery which the efforts of 
Parry, Franklin, Beechey, and the Rosses had thrown round the 
northern coast of America, his Majesty’s Government, approving 
of the recommendation of the Geographical Society, again dis¬ 
patched Captain Back, in his Majesty’s ship Terror, in June last, 
for Repulse Bay, or Wager Inlet—thence to cross the supposed 
isthmus which separates the two seas, and to continue along-shore 
to the westward, in his boats; and thus, we confidently trust, by 
determining the northern limits and configuration of the American 
Continent, to complete the stupendous discoveries of the great 
Columbus. 

Further to the westward the Hudson’s Bay Company, in pursu¬ 
ing their avocations over an unknown country, are annually making 
fresh discoveries; and at this moment some of their servants arc 
exploring a track kora the Great Slave Lake to Port Turnagain, 
with the hope or traeing the 220 miles of coast that are yet 
unknown between that point and Captain James Ross’s farthest. 

Greenland .—Captain James Ross, R.N., in his recent voyage 
in search of the missing whalers, has obtained some new infor¬ 
mation relative to the west coast; and the translation of Graah’s 
Voyage to Greenland, just published by the Geographical So¬ 
ciety, will enable the English seader to judge of the probabilities 
that may ^et remain of discovering the supposed lost colonies on 
the east coast of Greenland. 

Canada .—An arduous survey of the great river St. Lawrence, 
by Captain Bayfield, R.N., under the direction of the Hydro- 
graphic Office, has for several years been in progress ; and so 
valuable are his charts acknowledged to be, that the pilots of 
Quebec petitioned, government for their immediate publication. 
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They are now published, on the scale of an inch to a mile, for the 
upper part of the river—for the lower part, the scale is an inch to 
two miles and a half. To navigators frequenting the St. Lawrence 
these charts will prove an invaluable boon. 

United States .—A large map of the United States, Ih twenty- 
four sheets, on the scale of twelve inches to a degree, compiled 
from general surveys by Mr. D. H. Burr, Topographer to the 
Congress, is now engraving in London, by Mr. "John Arrowsmith, 
and will shortly.be in course of publication in the United States; 
but preparations have been long in progress for an elaborate tri¬ 
angulation of the whole union—instruments of the qiost refined 
construction have been gradually provided—and a short trial, 
comprising about eighty miles along the coast, has been already 
made under the directions of Mr. Hassler, whoso well-known 
talents as a mathematician and an observer give more than pro¬ 
mise that this splendid undertaking will equal anything yet exe¬ 
cuted in the old continent. How singular that a country which has 
made such gigantic strides in arts and in science, in such a short 
period, should not yet have established a National Observatory! 
But Congress, we learn with much satisfaction, are now about to 
wipe away this just reproach; and we can also congratulate the 
scientific world on the steps which our own government is now 
taking to erect an observatory at Toronto, the capital of Upper- 
Canada. * 

Mexico .—The great interest attached to the extraordinary re¬ 
mains discovered in this country have lately elicited two memoirs 
on the subject; one from the pen of Captain Vetch, Il.E., who 
spent many years there—the other by Dr. Von Martins, inserted 
in the Transactions of the Academy of Sciences at Munich; 
the latter seems to be of opinion that a nation of Toltecs never 
existed, but that it was a name applied to the Astocs, who erected 
the pyramids of Cholula, &c., Toltec, Dr. -Vito Marlius says, 
signifying f builder.’ 

Herr Carl Ncbel, of Hamburg, has just completed the 
twelve Numbers, containing his voyage to Mexico, beautifully 
illustrated; and now that there is no longer any difficulty in tra¬ 
velling there it may be hoped that some of our many wandering 
countrymen will turn tlieir steps to Mexico, where are yet many 
discoveries to be made, and particularly with regard to that inte¬ 
resting subject, the migration of nations,—and thus complete the 
work that Humboldt has so well begun. 

Central America .—The eastern shores of this country have just 
been accurately surveyed by Captain Owen, R.N. Commencing 
at Cape Catoche, the north-eastern point of Yucatan, the survey 
has been continued down the coast of Honduras, and along the 
Poyais shore, to Cape Gracias a Dios, and from thence to the 
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southward as far as the Rio San Juan. Rut Captain Owen’s 
skill and resources have not been confined to that shore ;—they 
have new-modelled the charts of that most intricate group, the 
Bahama Isles; he has corrected numerous errors in those ol Ja¬ 
maica, Haiti, and Cuba, and after minutely examining the Bank 
of Demerara, he surveyed that river for 200 miles from its mouth. 
On the western shores a survey is carrying on under Captain 
Belcher, R.N., whose present ground is between the Gulfs of 
Panama and California; but he" will ultimately unite the surveys 
of Captain Fitz Roy to the discoveries of Vancouver and Beechey; 
and thus will the British government present to the mariner and 
geographer the noble gift of a correct and uniform representation 
of the whole western coast of America from Cape Horn to 
Behring’s Straits, comprising a space of upwards of 9000 miles. 
Of the interior we have some routes of travellers, Sec. ; and a 
general memoir on the country, by Colonel Galindo, will be found 
in the Royal Geographical Society’s Journal, vol. vi. 

The ruins of the nameless city, or cities, near Palenque, as also 
of Itzalan, have been beautifully drawn by Mr. Waldeck, and are 
now, we are informed, in course of publication at Paris. 

IVest Indies. —The survey of this archipelago of islands, cays, 
and shoals, is cqntinued under the direction of the Hydrographic 
Office, and executed by Lieutenant Barnet, R.N., whose inde¬ 
fatigable labours on the vast and dangerous cays near the Mos¬ 
quito Coast have entitled him to the gratitude of every West 
Indian navigator. Much useful information will also be found 
in Sir Andrew Halliday’s lately published work on the natural 
and physical history of these islands. 

South America. —Before proceeding further with a country 
that recalls to us at every step that excellent traveller Baron 
Humboldt, we must notice his valuable work entitled “ Examen 
Critique de la Geographic du nouveau Continent, aux 15me et 
](3me siecles,”—*in which the author thoroughly examines all the 
claims of pretenders to the discovery of the new world—[joints 
out when the name of America was first applied to it—and fully 
exposes the absurdity of the pretensions, by means of which the 
prenomen of Vespucius has become unalterably affixed to the 
largest portion of the globe. « 

Brazil.~i~Nov would it be right to omit the excellent collection 
of Noticia/para a Ilistoria e Geografid das Napoes Ultramarinas, 
throwing much light on the early voyages of the enterprizing 
Portuguese navigators, which are publishing by the Academy of 
Sciences at Lisbon, and are ably illustrated with notes by the 
Senhor de Macedo. 

Guayana. —Commencing on the northern coast, the river Esse- 
quibo and its tributaries hare been traced by Mr. Schomburg, 
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under the direction of the Geographical Society, to within two 
degrees and a half of the Equator—he has fixed many positions 
on it astronomically—obtained information respecting the 

natives—and made a valuable collection in natural history. In 
October last Mr. Schoinburg ascended the river Coiirantine as 
far as 4° 16 ' north latitude, where a series of cataracts obliged 
him to return; the river was there 900 yards wide, and its level 
530 feet above that of the sea. Mr. Schofhburg, by the last 
accounts, on Dec. 1, had begun to ascend the river Berbice, with 
the hope of reaching the line of separation of waters between the 
Amazons and the Essequibo. m 

In French Guyane MM. Bauve and Leprieur have explored 
the river Oyapok, and part of the Marony—some of the details 
of which will be found in the Bulletin de la Societe de Geographic. 

Amazons. —This mighty river has been explored by two British 
officers, Messrs. Smith and Lowe, who have shown that an easy 
navigable passage exists from the town of Pozuzu on the Pachitea, 
within 300 miles of Lima, by the rivers Ucayali and the Amazons 
to the Atlantic Ocean; a fact which may prove of incalculable 
importance to the rising states of Bolivia and Peru. 

Peru. —General Miller has accomplished a journey of 150 
miles both to the northward and eastward of Cuzco, and has 
thrown much light on the hydrography of that part of the country 
in tracing the course of a river supposed to be one of the largest 
tributaries of the great river Purus, if not the river itself. 

liio de la Plata. —An important addition to our knowledge of 
this country has just been made by Don Pedro de Angelis, at 
Buenos Ayres, in a ‘ Coleccion de Documentos &c., relative to 
the History of the Hio de la Plata; being a collection of original 
documents, some of especial value to the topographer, as, for in¬ 
stance, the journal of Don Luis de la Cruz, who in 1806 crossed 
the Andes and the Pampas, to establish a road from Concepcion 
in Chile to Buenos Ayres. The work is enriched with valuable 
notes by the editor; and it is highly gratifying to find the mem¬ 
bers of a. new republic profiting by the first moment of political 
tranquillity to collect and publish the original papers connected 
with the history of their country. 

Another original document on this” part of South America, 
namely, the f Diary of Don Basilio Villarino,’ who explored the 
liio Negro, in 1782, from t]ie Atlantic to the foot of t®e Andes, 
has been communicated to the Geographical Society by Sir 
Woodbine Parish. 

M. Alcidc d’Orbigny’s beautiful work on the Natural History 
of the Republic of La Plata, and the Banda Oriental, is pub¬ 
lishing at Paris, and has reached its twelfth number; and Dr. 
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Render’s ‘ Reise nacli Paraguay,' just published at Aarau, gives 
us f tlie results of eight years’ residence in that country. 

Patagonia .—Proceeding southwards along the shores of this 
vast continent, we now come.'to the account of an expedition just 
completed* which has brought home a greater mass of accurate 
geographical information than any expedition since the voyages of 
Cook and of Flinders; namely, the survey of the coasts of Pata¬ 
gonia, Terra del Fuego, Chile, and Peru, by Captain • Fitz 
Roy, R.N., in His Majesty’s ship Beagle. Beginning with the 
southern bank of the wide Rio de la Plata, every mile of the 
coast thence to Cape Horn was closely surveyed and laid down 
on a large £eale; each harbour and anchorage was planned; 
thirty miles of the Rio Negro, and two hundred of the Santa 
Cruz, up to the foot of the Andes, were examined and laid down, 
and a chart was made of the Falkland Islands. To the west¬ 
ward of Cape Hern, from the parallel of 47° south to the river 
of Guayaquil, only 3° south of the Equator, the whole coasts of 
Chile and Peru have been surveyed; nor has any port or road¬ 
stead been omitted. Of the Chbnos Archipelago no chart 
existed. Of Chiloe the best Spanish charts were twenty-five 
miles in error in latitude. Among numerous other heights mea¬ 
sured, the Volcano of Aconcagua was proved to be 23,300 feet 
above the sea; thus taking rank as third in height in the Cor¬ 
dilleras of the Andes. A-detailed description of the great earth¬ 
quake at Concepcion in 1835; a valuable collection in all depart¬ 
ments of natural history, by Mr. Darwin; together with sixty 
charts, on the scale of 12 inches to a degree, and one hundred 
plans, and innumerable views, besides meteorologic journals and 
tide registers, which are now lodged in the Hydrographic Office, 
attest the indefatigable zeal wit^h wliich this service was con¬ 
ducted.* Quitting the coasts of South America, the Galapagos 
Islands, the dangerous Archipelago, and the Keeling Islands were 
examined, and a dbronometric chain of measurement by twenty- 
two time-lceepefs, for the first time, has been carried, from east 
to west, round the globe. 

A summary of this voyage, giving all the most important 
positions obtained^ and the chief practical results, has been pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of the Geographical Society, while the 
more detailed narrative of itu various incidents is preparing to 
meet the qigerness which the public always feel in a series of 
operations so wisely planned and so ably conducted. 

It were hardly necessar/to add, that the Royal Premium “for the 

* It is tiglit to mention tllat this service wait most materially assisted by the in¬ 
fluential exertions of Mr. Wilson, British Consul-General at Lima, and by the liberal 
and active co-operation of Don Eduardo Carrasco, hydrographer in Peru. 
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encouragement of geographical science and|ji»covery,” j^ai 'been 
awarded to Captain Fitz-Roy, R.N., as &>im?aand,er 
expedition. 
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New:South JValh.*-~*The exploring party Undisr Major M*f * n 
daell, Surveyor-General oJl ihisColony ' fej^inied to Sydney at 
the commencement of the pa«t iyear, liavipg traced the; river 
Parling (discovered bySturt is 30* &„ long. 

14$° '$& east t>f Green^k t ® ‘Mjjj^*X836, 'Major M^bbeR 
again, started on discovery^ and wi*yl%i Idieee few days yre have 
learnt that he has s«q|^edft$^h tracing, the Darling into the 
Murray; has cros&ddtq tgie soythward^and^ struck-the coast 
near Portland Bay, h» i4?Jr e® 8 * IdO nrilesto 

the westward of Port Philip, where the pal 
plies from the whalers, and were to return? I 
distance, in a direct lme^ of*' 600 milS. 
expedition hWe not*%et Iwaeh^d England. 

Another journey, by M^^amiltqn Hume, already well known 
as having been the first to strike but a route from Sydney to . Pert 
Phillip in 1824? has been effqcted fid!*! SydStey tOojhe south¬ 
eastern extreme of Australia at Cape Howe, andtr thence to 
Wilson’s Promontory at its ^wtljdrn point. iThe details are not 
yet known. ; Vs 

South Australia,-*~-The colony recemly established in Spencer’s 
Gulf has sent home a cheering account of ltgjprOspects, and of 
the quality of the land. , % * 4 

Western Australia —From the' colony at Swqn v River* the 
Surveyor-General has lately'^enetrate^lnpv^ards of 10p miles 
east, and,then ejgjity miles to^tjie portfayftfrd, IMB^he results at 1 © 
pot known. A road has beehftyaced to the settlement at King 
George’s Sound, and is said tq pass tbrgugha fing country. 

North-Western Nothing Jiaiyintherto been done 

on this perhapsihe most proipising spqt for®o6vtery iath« con¬ 
tinent of Australia*; but the * exp edition sh|#my about tb leave 
England for Swan River will doubtless b^$&bfe$JtQ throw more 
or less light on some of -the gre&t ^eoffrajmical problems which 
attract attention to this remorlable country. t ‘ < 

The nautical part under ,th^ 09 maiand of Cajytafrli Wiekb i Mn , 
R.N., will probauly prp0ed p.t once^^Pampier’s ^fch ^pel ngo, 
and prosecute ^inpinaBep in, that Miter pWteq^gg. fo 

the survey of Torres Strait*. * In Rgkmeaj^^e* ^Wo .yeufeg 
officers of His MajestyV muy* Iieuferjairt Grejr, 82^$ regiment, 
and Lieutenant Lushidgion, 9th JW^tbe 

cause of discovery, will be lamled River, 

and there make arrangements* gu&Sed by idformatiob, 

vol. vii. 'O 
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far prosecuting researches in the quarter which it is considered 
most probable maylead to important geographical discoveries. 

- Pdcifc Ocean.—This, as has been well remarked, is the 
domain of .Vice-Admiral RrusTenstern; and he is entitled to the 
thanks o£ all navigators for the care with which he registers every 
w new islet discovered in f his vast Archipelago. t We learn on the 
authority of our most recent circumnavigators that Krusenstern’s 
■ charts- are the only ^guides in these seas, and we cordially join 
with the Admral jri his lntroduOtion to his last Supplement, 
in which he points o'ut the heavy responsibility which map-makers 
incur in republishing charts 5 full of inaccuracies, when the means 
for hnprovingHhem to a;great extent are quite within their reach. 

' " ' ___ • r ** v , “ 

The omission any notice of what has been done towards the 

geographical distribution of man, animals, and plants;—-of all 
works on ethnography, or the classification of mankind according 
to languages, religions,, &c., on meteorqjLogy, and. other important 
branches of strict geographical inquiry, will strike the most cur- 
sory reader of tins sketch," but time would not allow of touching 
on the subject. 

' / * r 

Having briefly mentioned what has been done, we cannot deny 
ourselves the pleasure of noticing the expeditions from other 
t countries how in progress - r ; • 

Captain Laplace, well known for his Voyage autour du Monde 
in La Favorite, m l830-32, has again sailed on board L’Arthemise, 
on anotherVoyage round the world. 

- At the same time. Captain Du Petit Thouars has sailed m 
La Venus, but in a .contrary direction, also on a voyage round the 
globe. Vd' ’ \ 

Captain Dumont d’Urville, companion of Duperre, and com¬ 
mander of the Jistrolpbe in her circumnavigation of the globe in 
1826-29, is shortly^to sail from Toulon, to endeavour to folio r 
h the track of Weddcfl into the Antarctic Ocean—thence to visa 
, the Polynesian Islands, whefe he will doubtless obtain much ad¬ 
ditional information tejhat he has already given us respecting the 
natives and languages of this, interesting portion of the globe. 

From the tainted Stares of America an expedition, consisting 
of five, vessels, some fitted for exploring the Frozen Ocean, and 

f prided, v^th;,the besi^tiumc^te that^ £heri|rious capitals of 
nrope couId#u$^y, is jj^^ly on tt-& oyage, from which 
»• t^niay trafidSm!|y results. 

We cahoot conclude ; tps Wperfectahd hasty sketch of the 
‘ JLL yy&'j£ t pe^|i^^^^wj|hout recqrqSpg vpthr fospmbny to the 
^^e ; %boifik''df . tuuforia^)i^,---of the ^Geographical 
" by}% able and zealous geographer 
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Professor Ritter, which has just held its fourth anniversary,—of 
M. Vander-Maelen, whose establishment at Brussels is in itself a* 
society,—and especially of the Geographical Society of Paris, now 
in the fifteenth year of its existence. Besides its monthly bulle¬ 
tins, it has completed five volumes of a Recueil de*Memoires, 
some of them of great interest; and particularly that on the 
Orographic de 1’Europe. The two last contain the Relation of 
Rubmquis, and the Geography of Gdrisi, translated by M. A. 
Jaubert. Tlia work of Abu-l-feda is soon.to follow. 

Neither can we omit to mention the liberality with which 
during each of the three past years this Society ljp,s awarded a 
medal for discovery to three of our countrymen—Burncs, Ross, 
and Back. May the mutual correspondence of the several Socie- 
ties, and the exchange of information, stimulate each other to 
press forward in the cause of geography! and we hail the foun¬ 
dation of a Geographical Society at Prankfort-on-the-Main (the 
news of which has ouly this *day reached us), headed by the names 
of Kriegk and of Meidinger, as an earnest that many valuable 
labourers are about to take a share in promoting the object for 
which we are instituted—the advancement of geographical science 
anti discovery. 


T 


XV .—A brief Account of an Ascent of the Old Calabar River in 

1836. By R. K. Olufikld, Esq. Read June 12, 1837. 

[The following pages were accompanied by an eye sketch of part of 
the river, but the data are not sufficiently accurate to enable us to lay 
them down on any of our maps or cliurts.] 

Accounts from Fernando Po state that Messrs. Becroft and 
v)'d field, of that island, have been with the steamer Quorra about 
120 miles up the Cross or Calabar river, and loeyond the place 
where the unfortunate Mr. Coultliurst turned back in 1832.* 
11 appears that a people called Itus, residing at * a town named 
Old Ecricok in the Knyon country, have for many years been at 
war with the natives of Calabar, who are obliged to pass this 
town on their way to trade with the Qua and Boson countries. 
The Itu people are well Jcnown for their thievish propensities, 
and wish to levy a ta!x on all fiatioes passing their town; and the 
reason they assign is, that the C alaban&hsVlisturb the fish of the 
river before their town, r j$nd that they ought to, be made to pay 
for it. The merchant vessels at Calabar for palm oil have this 


* See Journal R. G. S„ vol. ii. p. 80B-. 
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season suffered considerable detention in consequence of this pa¬ 
laver, and therefore Duke Ephraim and King Eyamba solicited 
Messrs. Becroft and Oldfield to take them up the river in the 
Quorra steam-boat as far as the town of Old Ecricok, and try to 
bring the natives of that place to some better understanding. 

Friday, September 30th , 1836 (says Mr. Oldfield’s journal), 
the steamer proceeded up the river, having on board Duke 
Ephraim, King Eyamba, Prince Orf Young, and most of the 
chiefs of Calabar, accompanied by numerous ^Veil-manned and 
armed canoes with colours flying and music playing. In the 
centre of each canoe was a bamboo house, and in the bow was 
mounted a large gun (either a four or six-pounder) on a carriage. 
Most of the canoes were decorated with four or five flags ; indeed 
flags of all nations were displayed to the breeze. 

At lh. 30m. p.m. rounded the point of what is called Cross 
River, about 60 miles from the sea, and entered a fine reach in a 
N.W. direction, with from two to seven fathoms water. Many 
islands were visible, and between them large sheets of water. The 
steamer grounded twice, but soon got oft’ when the tide made. 
We then entered a „reach nearly two miles long, with a strong 
current, islands and mangrove trees in every direction. After 
being a few hours underway, we passed a small village on the east 
side of the river, consisting of a few huts in a dilapidated condi¬ 
tion : having passed the estuary, we had expected to see a narrow 
river more like a creek; but to our surprise we entered a splendid 
reach, 800 yards wide, wi^i three fathoms water, and running in 
a N. by E. direction; this we named Maconochic Reach. Shortly 
after we passed a pretty island, thickly wooded, to the west, and 
called it Becroft’s Island. The river widened as we proceeded, 
and the country began to assume a more enlivening appearance, 
having abundance of cabbage and bamboo trees on the hanks. 
A few liuts only were to be seen on the east bank, and part of a 
village washed avtfay, the land being overflown to a considerable 
extent. The next reach we entered ran N.W. by N., with huts 
on the eastern side/ and a beautiful island thickly wooded, its 
banks also covered with water, which strongly resembled Sunday 
Island in the Quorra. King Eyamba informed us that near to 
this place there was a town najned Berruk-bah, where the women 
always brought forth twins. In this reach, which was named 
Oldfield Reach, is situated the town of . Ifcricok, almost con¬ 
cealed from view by trees and underwood, in h bay on the west 
bank, which is here 100' feet high; the width of the river in 
this part is upwards of a mile. In the evening we went on shore. 
The ascent to the town is difficult and almost perpendicular; the 
soil is clay with red sand. There were fifty or .sixty head of fine 
cattle grazing in the market-place. The king is named Tom 
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Ecricok: lie is an elderly man of a dark-yellow colour, and Jias 
been frequently trading with masters of ships at Calabar. We • 
called upon him, and had to pass through seven court-yards : the 
houses are built in tlie*Ibu style, with platforms: the room in 
which we were was low, the walls built of mud, and for a seat we 
had a platform of mud, about four feet high, with a pedestal 
made of soft clay smoothed and painted black. In most of the 
yards the blood of animals was sprinkled on “the ground as fetish 
for war. Tlie*old gentleman invited us to dine the following day 
at twelve o'clock, when the town gun would fire. Our feast con¬ 
sisted of goats’ flesh, fish, palm oil, and pepper, a.common dish 
in Africa. Crowds of women and children came out to see us, 
but ran away as we approached them, quite afraid. We saw a 
female, an Albino, with white curly hair, red eyes, and white 
skin. When I requested to see her, she ran away, and was brought 
to us, struggling, and much afraid. At the back of this town is a 
very fine and populous country, named Egbo Syra, the natives of 
which supply those who reside on the banks of the river with bul¬ 
locks, sheep, and goats, and large quantities of palm oil. 

Oct. 3.—At twelve o’clock we weighed and at one anchored 
for a few minutes off a village named Headem. This last reach, 
which is a very fine one, is nearly seven miles long. At 12h. 45m. 
we had entered another fine reach running N. and S., which was 
named Laird’s Reach, with high banks on the west side of the river, 
which still continues to wind. It is now 1200 yards wide, the 
country very fine, and the scenery picturesque. We passed the 
site of two towns which King Eyamba had set fire to last year. 
The river begins to narrow considerably a few hundred yards 
above two islands which we called Mary and Mitchell, and again 
suddenly widens into an adifiirably fine reach which we named 
Blunt's Reach, running W.S.W. In the evening about five we 
anchored off the town of Old Ecricok, at about 100 yards from 
the shore. The country here appears to beCbiqp hilly. 

The town of Old Ecricok is situated on the slope of a hill on the 
south-west bank of the river, and about 250 feet above its level: 
round the houses is a cleared space; beyond tliis, on each side, and 
above the town on the hill, is a complete forest of high trees. 
We remained here five days, and returned to Calabar on the 8th 
February. The latitude of Olct Ecricok is 6° 40' N., long. 
8° 10' East of Greenwich. * 

With respect to this river, we were much surprised to find it 
so large, and deep ; the estuary of the -Calabar is larger than that 
of the Quorra, but it is not quite so wide and deep at the. same 
distance from the sea. The current runs at the rate of 2£ and 3 
knots per hour. , 

From the information of several respectable traders, we learn 

p 2 
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tliut the rhvr continues its course from the N.W., and that it has 
deep water a great many days’ journey up. At the spot whence 
we returned down the river, the reach, which we named Beau¬ 
fort’s Reach, comes from the N.E., and appeared to widen con¬ 
siderably as far as we could see. The following facts may be 
noticed: several men from the Boson country came on board, 
and I was struck with the fetish worn round the head and arms 
being made of leather, and precisely the same as worn by the 
natives on the banks of the Quorra. One person had a fetish 
encircling his head exactly in the same manner as Abboka, the 
good king of t Adamugo (on the banks of the Quorra) usually 
wore: the houses at Ecncok and Calabar are built in the same 
style ; the inside walls are also painted in the same manner, with 
red, blue, and yellow circles. The question naturally suggests 
itself—Is the Cross or Calabar river a branch of the Quorra or 
J>hary? From what has now been stated, and other circum¬ 
stances, which. I regret want of time will not allow me to enter 
into, as the vessel is on the point of sailing, both myself ami 
colleague, Mr. Becroft, are of opinion that it is a branch of the 
Quorra, running out of this river between the confluence of the 
Shary and Ibii. We are also of opinion that a considerable 
trade is carried on between the natives higher up and the Ibu 
country; and it’must be observed that the majority of the slaves 
sold by the Calabar chiefs are natives of Ibu and Nuft on the 
banks of the Quorra. 


XVI .—Is the Old Calabar a bran-h of the River Quorra ?—By 
Captain William Allen, Royal Navy. Read June 26', 1837- 

The account of the recent ascent of the river Calabar by Messrs. 
Oldfield and Behroft, in the Quorra steamer, which was read at 
the last meeting of the Geographical Society, has revived a ques¬ 
tion of some importance in the hydrography of that portion of 
Africa connected with the Bights of Benin and Iliafra, in which 
it will readily be believed I take a more than common share of 
interest—and which will, perhaps, be accepted as an excuse for 
the freedoir of any remarks I may be obliged to make upon the 
account of this voyage. Mr. Oldfield is too well known as an 
African traveller, being one of the three officers only who have 
survived the expedition up the river Quorra in 1833-4, not to 
entitle his opinions to some consideration; but as I happen to 
differ from him on this subject, I feel bound to state my reasons 
frankly. My only object is to elicit truth; and the discussion 
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may lead to tlic clearing up of the point at issue, which will, be 
one more step gained towards our acquaintance with that hitherto ' 
imperfectly known continent. , 

A company of British merchants at Liverpool having, in 1832, 
fitted out an expedition for the purpose of trading, and exploring 
the river Quorra, they very liberally acceded to the request of 
Government that a naval officer might accompany it. 1 was or¬ 
dered on this service, and was enabled to la}*down a chart of the 
river Quorra, for a distance of nearly 500 miles from the sea. 
Shortly after my return, I was desired to furnish a report to Lord 
Auckland, then First Lord of the Admiralty, on tjiis very ques¬ 
tion—the connexion of the Old Calabar and the Quorra. I may, 
therefore, here briefly give the substance of the report I made on 
that occasion, and then examine the account of the recent voyage 
of the steamer Quorra. 

Although many of my arguments may appear speculative, 
being drawn from analogy, in support of actual observation on 
that branch which brought me to the sea, yet I can confidently 
assert my belief, that during the whole course of the Quorra, 
there is no divergent to the left or eastward which can at all com¬ 
pete with the new branch; and while T must admit the difficulty 
of detecting the openings of any branches of the river above Ibu, 
on account of its great breadth and the frequent intervention of 
islands, I presume that this preservation of its breadth as far as 
Ibu, may be taken as satisfactory evidence of the continuity of 
Ihc main stream; also that the presence of islands is a guarantee 
that whatever openings may be hiddefi by them, are of affluents 
and not of divergents. There are, indeed, 8 and 13 miles, re¬ 
spectively, above the Bonny branch, (which is narrow, tortuous, 
and shallow. Lander having *found it dry in June) two small 
branches, which may possibly return to the parent stream, but 
this I had no opportunity of ascertaining. The lower of these I 
found, in November, to be very shallow, and although the upper 
one has good depth of water across the entrance, there is within 
a large sand-bank, and it is much too narrow to be considered as 
the principal outlet of the mighty Quorra. Admitting, however, 
that they may he much more important than I thought them, there 
are still two reasons why they cannot reach the sea at the estuaTy 
of the Old Calabar: the first is,"that in older to arrive at the 
given point, they must depart from the previous cdfcrse of the 
grand stream, without any obstructing cause, at an angle of 90 ° 
nearly, which at the commencement of the Delta would certainly 
he an anomaly in the course of rivers. The second objection is, 
that in order to arrive at their destination, they must be made to 
traverse, or at all events to run parallel w ith, a range of low hills 
which f saw about ten miles above them, stretching from the east- 
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crn bank of the Quorra towards the S.15.; and I think it would 
also be a novelty to see a river pursuing its course at the foot of a 
range of elevated land, while., it throws off divergents to form a 
Delta between the high land and the sea. 

To the northward of these hills there is almost a continual 
succession of high land to the Kong Mountains; so that above 
this point the river cannot branch off. since I believe it is never 
known that a river separates its waters before arriving at the verge 
of the alluvial formation. » 

Having said thus much to invalidate the claim to importance 
of any other branch of the river, I will.mention two circumstances 
which I think are almost conclusive as to the pre-eminence of the 
N un—my peculiar branch. The first is, that it preserves the 
same general direction as the course of the undivided stream ; the 
second, that it carries its alluvium further into the sea than any 
other branch; which may easily be seen by the mere inspection 
of the chart, where the Rio N un forms the vertex of the Delta 
called Cape Formoso. I may also adduce the general depth of 
water in this branch, combined with the dangerous bar at its 
mouth. These facts are common to all large rivers which form a 
Delta, where it will 'be found that the greater the volume of 
water discharged, the greater is the deposit at its embouchure. 

Let us now see what new light has been thrown on the subject 
by the recent voyage of the Quorra steamer up the Old Calabar 
river. And here we may remark that it is not surprising that 
Mr. Oldfield should have fallen into the mistake of supposing 
the Calabar to be a branch of the Quorra, as he could only com¬ 
pare his track with Lander’s chart; which, if my observations in 
1834 are correct, places the Quorra at its confluence with the 
Tcliadda nearly one degree and a half too far to the eastward. 

As the eye-sketch of the river does not commence until they 
had advanced sixty miles from the sea, there was no starting point 
from which to lay it down on my chart of the course of the 
Quorra, except ’by working backwards from the latitude and lon¬ 
gitude of Old Ecricok, which Mr. Oldfield has fortunately given.* 
The information, however, which he has furnished, so far from 
establishing his opinion that the Old Calabar is a branch f of the 
Quorra, may be, I think, adduced in support of my own, namely, 
that they are two distinct rivers? Passing over some minor points, 
the first thiig tangible in the statement is, that at the distance of 
sixty miles from the sea, the steamer f rounded the point of the 

* Yet unfortunately we ate not told on what data it depends, whether by dead 
reckoning, or by obseivations, nor where these observations were made.—Eu. 

t It cannot be the principal branch, by his own showing, as,«although the ertuary 
of this river is larger than that of the Quorra, it is not so wide nor so deep at the 
same distance from the sea,’ Thus admitting the superiority of the NGu, 
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Cross river anti entered a fine reach ; thus establishing the factor 
at all events Mr. Oldfield’s opinion at the time, that at this point 
there were two rivers, the Cross and another. Now as there is ' 
said to be a communication between the Quorra and the Old 
Calabar, we may presume that at this point the steamer left the 
creek or branch which crosses the common Delta, and entered a 
distinct river,—the Old Calabar, properly so called at this part, 
while below it is called, indifferently, the Cross or Old Calabar. 
This idea receives further confirmation when a little while after¬ 
wards we find it said, * having passed the estuary.’ In the eye- 
sketch of the river, however. Old Calabar river is applied not to 
that which was explored, but to a stream which appears to fall in 
at that point; this Mr. Oldfield may perhaps consider as the 
same river, or it may have been done inadvertently. The general 
course up the river which he ascended is described as N.W .; 
this direction, i. e. S.E. from Old Ecricok, would bring the river 
down towards the Qya mountain of Captain Owen’s chart of this 
coast, and much too far to the eastward for the estuary as there 
laid down, unless by being deflected by the mountain. This 
great sweep, however, which the river would have to make, is not 
mentioned in the account, nor even the existence of the Qua or 
limn by mountains; so that their position may be incorrect.* They 
arc, perhaps, farther in the interior, as the natives of Old Cala¬ 
bar arc said to pass Old Ecricok in the way to the Qua and Boson 
countries. 

f Having passed the estuary,’ the country is described as ra¬ 
pidly improving, the banks become*firm and elevated; and in 
Oldfield’s Reach on the right or west bank of the river, * which is 
100 feet high, is situated the (first) town of Ecricok. The ascent 
to the town is steep and almosj perpendicular.’ At the back there 
is a fine and populous country. Proceeding up the river two or 
three more reaches, he arrives at the town of Old Ecricok, 4 situ¬ 
ate on the slope of a hill 250 feet high.’ Although he says 
f this is the part where the country becomes high or hilly,’ he has 
before noticed elevated land, which, although at a considerably 
distance by the river, he doubtless considered a portion of the 
same hill. 


* The position of the Qua aud Rumty mountains cannot be very incorrect, as 
they -were fixed during the survey of this coast under Captain W. F. Owen, ft. N., in 
1826. The Qua mountain lies 64 miles N. 17° W. of the Peak of Cfemaroons j and, 
as it was visible at a distance of 80 miles, cannot be less than 5000 feet above the 
sea. The highest peak of the Rumby range, situate 44 miles N. 8° ft. of the Came¬ 
roon Peak, was seen at more than 60 miles distant, and the elevation may be there¬ 
fore assumed at .1000 feet; while the lofty Camaroon Peak ("in lot,. 4° 13 / N. 9° 10 f K. 
long.) rises to upwards of 13,000 feet. Clarence Peak, in Fernando Po, only 46 
miles distant, bearing S. 21“ W., ibes to 10,700 feet above the sea. A section here, 
in a N.N.E. line, would show, perhaps, one of the most remarkable valleys in the 
world, as there is a depth.of 40 fathoms between Fernando Po and the m ai n land,— 
See Admiralty Chart, and Owen’s Narrative, vol. ii. p. 365.—En. 
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Here then we have arrived at a spot which must determine 
, whether the. Old Calabar be a river per se, or a branch of the 
Quorra, since at this point we find it, before reaching the alluvial 
formation, ready to deposit thqj^&bris of the higher countries, on 
the margin of the sea, forming nke all great rivers a Delta at its 
mouth; and, consequently, discharging its waters by numerous 
channels, into which the main stream becomes divided. It is true 
Mr. Oldfield does not mention any such divergents, yet the con¬ 
tinuity of overflowed land warrants my saying that the alluvium 
commences at Ecricolc, thirty miles more in the interior than that 
of the Quorra—a very remarkable circumstance. Now as I be¬ 
lieve, in no river, does a division of the waters take place before 
the commencement of the alluvium, at this part the two rivers by 
the hypothesis should coincide, and Mr. Oldfield would have 
found himself just below the last range of hills, between Okoh 
and Brockedon Islands ; which, as he has passed th^t part four 
times, he could not have failed to recognize. He has, however, 
set the matter completely at rest by giving the latitude and longi¬ 
tude of Old Ecricok, (i° 40' N., and 8° l<y E.; which establishes 
this part of Old Calabar at a distance of nearly eighty miles from 
the nearest point of the Quorra, and having an elevated tract of 
country between. By Lander’s chart it would be about half that 
distance, and he • might have concluded (the intervention of high 
land being overlooked) that' the two rivers have their separation 
somewhere above Kiri. 

The accounts of the natives, that the course up the river is 
N.W. for several days, is too vague to be entitled to any consider¬ 
ation. Mr. O., indeed, says (but this is at variance with his 
chart, and one must bc$ mistake,) that above Old Ecricok, Beau¬ 
fort’s Reach stretches away to N.R, as far as the eye can see. 
The astronomical position, however, that is given makes the mean 
course to be N.N.E. by compass. 

The coincidences which are mentioned of the huts, fetishes, 
trade with the Ibh people in slaves from Nufi, &c., are entitled 
to little weight, since they only prove that a considerable inter¬ 
course.^ carried on between the natives of Ibu and those of Old 
Calabaf, which may easily be by the Cross and other creeks inter¬ 
secting the great Delta, on which both these towns are situated. 
The unfortunate Mr. CoultliurU is said to have penelrated by 
the Old Calabar to Ibu ; but this only proves the great extent of 
that country; and a further proof is, that our pilot. A1 Hnjji, 
could not understand one word of the language spoken by the 
men at Fernando Po (said to be from Ibu), although he spoke 
the Ibu language of the Quorra with great fluency. 

These considerations confirm me in the belief that although 
there is doubtless a communication between the two rivers by the 
Cross, which traverses their common Delta, like the creeks con- 
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necting the various branches of the Quorra, the Old Calabiy is 
an independent river, having its source far away to the N.E., and* 
which, having drained the S.E. si<ie of the elevated range of the 
Kong Mountains, which I have named after his late Majesty, 
empties itself in the neighbourhood of the Quorra, forming with 
it a common Delta. Nor is this proximity of the embouchures 
singular with respect to large rivers, since Ave find it to be the case 
with the Canges and Burrampooter: and at ‘the very spot in ques¬ 
tion, besides the Old Calabar and the numerous mouths of the 
Quorra, the Rio del Roy and Cainaroons, large and distinct 
rivers, both fall into the Right of Biafra. . 


XVII .—Om the Inland of Old Providence, by Mr. C. F. Collett, 
R.N. Communicated by Captain Beaufort, Royal Navy, 
F.R.S., Corr. Inst. France. Read 22nd May, 1837. 

During the progress of the survey of the Eastern Coast of Cen¬ 
tral America, and of the Islands and Cays adjacent, under the 
direction of Captain Richard Owen, in his Majesty’s ship Thun¬ 
der, in 1835, we visited the Island of Old Providence. 

This small island, of which no la4e authentic description has 
appeared, claims attention from the notoriety of its haring been 
the resort of both former buccaneers and* more modern privateers, 
as well as from the fertility of its soil,* which requires little cul¬ 
tivation to produce a sufficiency for the inhabitants. Situated 
about 125 miles from the nearest part of the Mosquito Coast, 
and 38 miles only from the ejlge of the ^Mosquito Bank, it can 
be seen at a distance of from eleven to twelve leagues, and is 
easily distinguished from tlje neighbouring island of St. Andrews 
by the curious outline of its abrupt and peaked mountains. St. 
Andrews (from which it may be seen in clesfr weather) bears 
from it S. by W. h W. 47 miles. 

The positions of the island and cays, as determined by the 
recent survey, are as follows :— 


Low Cay at the N.W. extremity of tljel 
Coral reef . . . / 

Lnt. North. 

13° 31' 36" 

Long. West of Greenwich. 

81° 20' 30" 

Basalt Cay 45 feet high * 

13° 24' 0" 

81° 22' 10" 

North end of Catalina 

13° 23' 40" 

81° 22' 10" 

Isabel . . 

13° 22' 54" 

81° 82' 0" 

Highest peak, near the centre 

13° 21' 0" 

81° 21' 50" 

South point 

13° 19' 15" 

18° 23' 10" 


Var. compass 6° 45' easterly, May 1835. 
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Separated from its northern end, by a cut or channel of from 
. fort*y to sixty yards wide, is the island of Santa Catalina, 1800 
yards long, by 1300 in its greatest breadth, forming the northern 
boundary of a harbour thence named, affording secure anchorage 
in from twef to three and a half fathoms. Both these islands are 
very hilly, and on approaching them, present a delightful variety 
of beautiful scenery. On the authority of one of the oldest inha¬ 
bitants, the channel “between the islands is said to have had eight 
or nine feet water; at present, however, it has,, at its eastern 
entrance, only two feet. This change of depth may be accounted 
for by the drift of sand and stones from off the reefs, whence there 
is almost a constant set into the cut, owing to the prevalence of 
N.E. and E.N.K. winds. 

In tracing the history of these islands, which may be found on 
reference to Ringrose’s Translation of the Lives of the Buccaneers, 
published in 1684, the larger may be identified as Catharine, 
of which much mention is therein made. From whom, or when, 
it received its present name of Old Providence it is not easy to 
say. 

Old Providence is nearly four miles and a quarter long, and two 
and a half in its greatest breadth, of an irregular oval shape. The 
highest ground, which can hardly be called a point, near the centre 
of the island, ris'es to 1 IfjO feet above the level of the sea ; from 
this other hills, mostly wooded to their summits, diverge towards 
the shore, and terminate boldly. The island is surrounded by an 
extensive bank of coral and coarse sand, stretching to the northward 
for ten miles and a half: a teef, in many parts dry, extends in a 
northerly direction, at a distance of three-quarters of a mile along 
the eastern side, till within about three miles of the north-east 
angle of the bank, whence it trends* west across the bank for two 
miles and a half, having at its western extremity a small cay, about 
two or three feet high, composed of cox$l sand and stones, brought 
there by fishermen from the islands. On this northern part of 
the reef, and three-quarters of a mile to the eastward of the cay. 
His Majesty’s schooner Jackdaw was wrecked on the morning of 
the 11th of March, 1835. This unfortunate occurrence was occa¬ 
sioned by the inaccuracies of the Spanish plan of the island with 
which she was supplied, and the best then published, which only 
made the reef to extend four miles and a half from the land instead 
of ten milesr added to a strong south-west current. 

Since this time a very accurate chart of the islands and cays ad¬ 
jacent has been completed on the scale of four inches to a mile, 
which represents all the features of this extensive hank and coral 
reef very minutely*. 

* The wreck of the Jackdaw was complete, and the lives of the crew were only 
saved by the presence of mind and decision of Lieutenant Barnett, her commander, 
who, seeing at once the impossibility of avoiding the roof, ran his vessel directly on 
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This reef binding the eastern shore of the island extends to, 
and terminates at, a distance of a mile and a quarter from its* 
southern point, whence the soundipgs extend in a southern direc¬ 
tion from two miles and a quarter to three miles. The sea almost 
constantly breaks on the reef, so that it can be disdbvered long 
before the bank is approached; and although the openings in the 
reef have a depth of from three to five fathoms water, a passage is 
seldom attempted, except in small vessels. The coral rocky heads 
within (i. e. to the westward of the reef) are very numerous and 
dangerous, and some small wooded cays are situated to the north¬ 
ward of the islands. 

Old Providence should always, if possible, be approached from 
the northward and by day, in consequence of the prevalence of 
the N.E. winds, making it in the parallel of 13° 32' or 33'; sound¬ 
ings will be first got on the bank in from 15 to 17 fathoms, 
coarse coral sand; then steer W. by N. ^ N. by compass, keeping 
along to the northward of the reef at about three-quarters of a 
mile distance, till the highest peak on the island bears S. 3° E.; 
then shape a course towards it, rounding the western elbow of the 
reef, at one and a half or two cables’ distance, when, after a run of 
about three-quarters of a mile, good anchorage may be obtained 
in five, eight, or ten fathoms, with the Low Cay bearing N.N. E. If, 
however, intending to proceed to the anchorage dff Santa Catalina, 
on rounding the reef, steer S. by W., nearly six miles, until 
Morgan’s Head transits the highest peak in the island; then haul 
up S.E. byS., and stand on till Basalt Cay bears E., Morgan’s ‘ 
Head S.E. f S., and anchor immediately on obtaining soundings 
in five or six fathoms. For a vessel coming from the southward 
and by night, the most advisable plan would be, on making the 
land, to lic-to till day-light,<*keeping it in sight; when, in the 
morning, the beat up to the anchorage would not be above six or 
seven miles, with a certainty of a good breeze and smooth water. 
In working up the clearness of the water enables the’eyc to detect 
the shallow rocky heads, which abound within tfireo cables’ length 
of the whole edge of the bank. 

No dependence can be placed on the currents, as they vary in 
strength and direction off the bank, while determining the outer 
eastern part of which an almost invariable set to N.W, was expe¬ 
rienced. • 

The tides are variably, sometimes, in north-westerly breezes, 
rising as much as two feet; but no greater rise or fall than six or 
seven inches was observed during the six weeks (part of April 
and May) that the boats and the ship were employed surveying 
tlie island. 

the most favourable spot for enabling him to construct the rafts, by which, with the 
assistance of a sloop, ms crew and provisions were landed with safety.—Eu. 
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The only harbour is that of Catalina, before mentioned, to 
••enter which a pilot is almost indispensable. The anchoring 
ground is good, and although- open to the winds from N.W. to 
S.W., the reefs in that direction form a barrier to the setting in of 
a heavy sea. 

Morgan’s Head (named after the noted buccaneer) is a very 
remarkable rock, nearly detached from the S. W. point of Catalina 
Island. It rises forty feet from the level of the sea, and from its 
proximity to the rocks of the island is not easily distinguished till 
closely approached. On entering the harbour it will be found to 
bear a striking resemblance to the figure of a man’s head, and 
gradually developes the profile of an elderly-looking ruffian. 

Split Hill, near the northern end of the island, is 550 feet in 
height, and has the extraordinary appearance of a hill having 
been, by some sudden convulsion of nature, rent in twain as far 
as one-third down from its summit. It is peaked on either 
side of the chasm, which is about sixty feet wide and eighty feet 
deep. 

The geological structure of this island would seem to be chiefly 
limestone, containing numerous small but deep caves near the 
water’s edge, which being filled alternately with air and water, 
cause a strange spouting, accompanied by a loud roaring. The 
rocks generally are precipitous. I am not aware that basalt has 
been found on the island, unless the fine black sand on the western 
side, which is attracted by the magnet, be the remains of decom¬ 
posed basalt. II ut at Basalt Cav, about 400 yards to the northward 
of Catalina, the basaltic coltfmns rise to forty-five feet above the 
sea, and stand about fifteen degrees from the perpendicular, in¬ 
clining to the southward. The coral formations appear to resem¬ 
ble those in other parts of the West Indies: 

The watering place for ships is situated on the western shore, 
at two miles and a quarter from the anchorage in the harbour; 
it can be easily recognised by being a little to the southward of 
some white cliffs. It is the largest of four streams, issuing from 
one spring, situated in the highest part of the island. The filling 
place, whence excellent water of a chalybeate quality was pro¬ 
cured, is about 100 fathoms from the mouth of the stream, and 
partially hid by a sandy beach, through which it forces itself after 
heavy rains. No spring of water is to be found on the small island 
of Catalina. 

Wood, for fuel, can be procured on the western part of Cata¬ 
lina, where there is no cultivation, from its being very hilly. The 
mountain grape and goatwoods are the best. No trees, large 
enough for spars for ships, grow on either island. The calabash 
and mangrove furnish good knees for boats; the latter grows in 
swampy ground and near the beach. Cedar is good, equal to 
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that of Cape Gracias a Dios, and squares from twenty to twenty- 
four inches. Iron-wood is found on the N.E. hill of Old Provi-« 
dence. Manchineel, or manzanilj,a, is found in abundance. A 
very curious shrub, of from twelve to fifteen feet in height, called 
by the inhabitants the cockspur, is found in great quantities all 
over the island. It receives its name from the resemblance of 
the pods, which cluster the bush, to the shape of a cock’s spur. 
The pods when ripe are occupied by numerous small black ants, 
whose bite is so severe as to be said to have caused death in two 
or three instances. This shrub is not found on any other island 
in these seas, and no account of its having been imported exists. 

Good stock is plentiful; in fact the soil is exceedingly produc¬ 
tive, and nature here appears in abundant luxuriance, affording 
to the animal creation the greatest profusion, with very little cul¬ 
tivation. Fruits of various kinds, such as sapodillas, mangoes, 
oranges, tamarinds, plums, limes, &c., are plentiful. Wild 
pigeons, guanas, and liiccatee or land-turtle, abound; the latter 
are found in the mountains, and form a delicious article of food. 
Yams may be had at six shillings the ewt.; likewise cocos, plan¬ 
tains. and pumpkins. The cattle are generally in good order; 
bullocks of 4 ewt. or 5 cwt. sell at from 3l. ^o 41. sterling a-liead; 
pork 4\d. a pound. Fowls in abundance at 12.v. a dozen. 
Turkeys from 4s. to (is. a piece. Horses are a fine breed, rather 
small, and purchased at from 3l. to*4 1. sterling a-liead. There 
are a few asses on the island. Fish, peculiar to these latitudes, 
abound in profusion on the banks: sharks are very numerous. 

Cotton is the staple export, and ^cultivated more or less by 
every one. This, with turtle-shell and a few hides, are the principal 
articles of trade. About SO.OOOlbs. of cotton and 170lbs. of shell 
arc annually taken away by the traders in exchange for English 
calicoes, cloths, &c., brought from Jamaica. The exorbitant 
prices of these cause the island purchasers to incur a debt which 
the next year’s produce serves to liquidate. This system of keep¬ 
ing the inhabitants a season a-head in debt, is the trader’s inte¬ 
rest to adopt. Cotton is planted in June, and gathered from 
December to May. Sugar-cane and coffee arc grown, but only in 
sufficient quantities for their own 'Consumption. The berry of 
the latter is of a superior quality, but is so long in arriving at per¬ 
fection, besides requiring great labour in its cultivation, that it is 
seldom or never exported. • 

In the beginning of 1835 the population, by the last census, 
was S42 persons*, about one-half of whom were slaves. The 

* Tim is rather at variance with the account of this island given in the “ Diction- 
luire Ggographique Universal,” published at Paris in 1831, in which it is stated 
that this island is not inhabited." 
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younger part of the community employ themselves turtling: they 
• divide six months of the year into two seasons, of which March, 
April, and May is called the ‘ running,’ and June, July, and 
August the ‘ crawling’ season. They have three vessels of from 
ten to fifteen tons burthen, employed thus, which, from their size, 
are managed very easily among the banks they frequent—such 
as the Serrana, Serranilla, Roncador, &c. The inhabitants are 
generally hospitable, but have neither form or observance of reli¬ 
gious duties. Marriages are contracted by civil ceremony and 
bargain; and their only recognition of a supreme power is in the 
respect they pay to Sunday, which is marked by a total cessation 
of labour, and attention to external appearance. To speak of the 
moral character of these people would perhaps be hazardous ; 
they have few temptations to drunkenness, restrictions being 
placed on the introduction of spirituous liquors. Thefts and other 
crimes are dealt with severely. 

It is to be regretted, that though in a remote corner of the 
western hemisphere, there should be so many persons without the 
advantages, or means of Christian instruction; and it is rather a 
matter of surprise that missionaries,* either of the Protestant or 
Roman Catholic Church, have not found their way to a place so 
well calculated, in every respect, to ensure success to their 
labours. 

The island is under the government of the republic of New 
Granada, but more immediately so under that of St. Andrews, 
the two islands. Old Providence and St. Andrews, forming the 
ninth canton of the republic! At the latter there is a governor, a 
few soldiers, .a collector, and a civil magistrate. At Old Provi¬ 
dence a collector and a civil magistrate reside, who administer the 
government with two assistants. English is the language spoken. 
Their flag is red, blue, yellow, vertical in equal parts, the red 
being nearest the mast, with a white star of five points in the blue 
division. Criminals are transported here and to St. Andrews, 
for which purpose these islands appear to have been used by the 
Spaniards previously to their being taken possession of by the 
buccaneers. 

Old Providence is visited by the traders who frequent the 
coast from Cape Gracias a Dios to San Bias. No regular trad¬ 
ing was commenced until the” arrival of an adventurer named 
Aurey, in 1817 - 18 , when tlh; South American colonics, separat¬ 
ing from the mother country, presented an opening for privateer¬ 
ing. This Aurey having obtained a commission from Buenos 
Ayres as an independent chief, waf followed by several others to 


* Being under the Government of Columbia it is believed that none but Roman 
Catholic teachers would be tolerated. 
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tliis island, who paid him for commissions, and 18 per cent, op all 
captures. Being bold and energetic, he established a government* 
and repaired the principal fort, # which thenceforward took his 
name. His vessels, commanded by adventurers like himself, 
annoyed the Spanish trade very successfully. They stormed and 
took several places along the coast, among the rest Truxillo, 
which they plundered, anil brought the spoil to this island. In 
consequence many traders resorted hither, and the island was then 
more populous than it has since been. The principal trader at 
present is a Mr. Shepherd, of San Juan dc Nicaragua, who has 
several sloops and schooners. • 

The only town—so called by the islanders, and named Isabel 
by General Aurey, after one in the Gulf of Dolce, stands at the 
northern end of the island, at the head of Catalina harbour, close 
to the channel between the two islands. Not more than eight or 
nine houses or huts now remain of what was once a populous and 
flourishing place. Several houses and plantations are scattered 
over the island, accessible only by a sort of road which passes 
round the island. No one resides on Catalina; all the ground 
there capable of cultivation is laid out ip plantations of corn, 
cotton, &c. One of the oldest inhabitants is M'Kcllar, the 
pilot, who boasts of being a Scotchman, and was in the habit of 
amusing us with many interesting juiecdotes of the exploits of 
General Aurey and his followers, in which he generally figured 
as a principal character. 

During a short war with Spain in 1 (525-0, the Spanish Guarda 
Costas were constantly employed in aggressions upon the trade 
of the English and French, and by their own severity gave room 
for the system of buccaneering, at first adopted in seif-defence 
and retaliation, and subsequently persevered in from habit and a 
love of plunder. If time did not permit the buccaneers to lavish 
their booty away in their usual debaucheries, they used to hide 
it in the desert cays which. they frequented, .find where much 
valuable treasure is still supposed to be concealed. 

In 1664, when the Spaniards were in quiet possession of the 
island, Mansvelt, celebrated alike for his daring and crimes, took 
it by storm, considering it wfell adapted for the head-quarters of 
the lawless band of which he was the leader. At his death 
Morgan assumed the command, and viewing the island in the 
same light as Mansvelt, took possession of it in Dec^nber, 1670. 
At this time the small island of Santa Catalina was well fortified, 
having no less than nine batteries on it, mounting in all forty-nine 
guns. Remaining some tin'# here, his followers continued their 
depredations upon the Spaniards, always bringing the spoil here. 
Before Morgan left it, he threw the guns of the forts into the 
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sea and set fire to the houses and forts, preserving oneofthc 
.latter only from complete destruction. .Remains ol' three'bat¬ 
teries can still be traced. Morgan was knighted in \(i7 ~>; in 
1677 he Was appointed deputy-governor of Jamaica, with a salary 
of 60 Ol. In the ensuing reign of James !!, he, was recalled'to 
England on account of his not only conniving at, but assisting in, 
the depreciations committed by the English buccaneers on the 
fleets and subjects of Spain. * 

Little mention is made of the island till 1795, when a few 
families from Blcwiields, on the Mosquito Coast, settled by per¬ 
mission of the Spaniards. From this till 1817 it remained quite 
tranquil, when General Aurey took the command as before 
stated. A t bis death, in 1821 -2, which was occasioned by a fall 
from his horse, the privateers dispersed, and the island resumed 
its present quiet state under the republic of Granada. 


On reading Miss Jane Porter’s interesting narrative of Sir 
Echpurd Seaward’s shipwreck, little doubt, can be entertained but 
that the islands to which she alludes are the same that have been 
described, for there exist no two islands so large and closely 
situated as Old Providence and Santa Catalina along the whole 
line of the Mosquito Coast. In her preface to that work, p. ix., 
she states:—'The islands which form so large an object of in¬ 
terest in this work may be found in old charts in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Serranillas, but until Sir Edward Seaward, on being 
cast ashore there, discovered, them to be habitable, they had been 
marked down as a cluster of barren rocks only, whose dangerous 
reefs warned ships to avoid them.’ Had she favoured her readers 
with a copy of the chart to which she occasionally alludes as 
having been constructed under the direction of Sir Edward, a 
more certain conviction as to the identity of the islands on which 
she has founded her work would have been obtained: as it is, we 
are only left to conclude from her accuracy in delineating their 
situation, resources, productions, and proximity to the Serranilla 
Cays, (which are only a composition of sand and stone, not more 
than six feet in height,) that the islands of Catalina and Old 
Providence were the scene of the events she has so admirably 
narrated. 
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XVTH .—Extracts from the Journal of a Voyage round the Globe 
in the years 1833-36. By F, Bb Bennett, Esq., Mem. R. 
Coll. Surg., R.G.S., &‘c. Read June 26, 1837. • 

The following pages contain the principal geographical and 
statistical facts noticed during a whaling voyage round the globe 
by the western route, in the years 1833-36. The highest S. lat. 
attained was 58^°; the highest N. lat. 50°, on the western side 
of the continent of America. The chief places visited during the 
voyage were Juan Fernandez; Pitcairn’s Island; Tahiti, Huaheine, 
Ulitca or Raiatea, Taha, and Maurua, of the Society Islands; 
Oahu and Maui or Mowee, of the Sandwich Islands; Cape 
St. Lucas, in California; Sta. Christina, and Roapoa, of the 
Marquesas group; Christmas Island; Caroline Island; Timor; 
and St. Helena. Spermaceti whales were noticed eighty-nine 
distinct times; and seventy-eight whales were secured, from which 
the quantity of sperm oil and spermaceti obtained was about 245 
tons. The voyage was happily completed without the loss of%nc 
of the crew, either from disease or accident., 

October 17, 1833, the ship Tuscan of 300 tons, T. Stavers, 
Commander, sailed from the port of London, and on the 26tli 
sighted the island St. Antonio of the jCapc dc Verd group. In 
lat. 8° N., long. 23° W. we lost the N.E. trade wind, and expe¬ 
rienced calms and light and variable airs, during which we saw 
the first spermaceti whales. m 

On the 4th December we crossed the equator in the long, of 
23° W. In lat. 38° S., long. 51° W., the barometer fell during 
twenty-four hours from 30’10 to 29’60, followed by a severe 
gale from the westward of twenty-four hours’ duration, and being 
within the limits of the “ Brazil bank ” the water presented the 
green hue of soundings. The temperature of the sea at this 
time was considerably higher than that of the surrounding atmos¬ 
phere, and gave to the hands immersed in it a very agreeable 
sensation of warmth. N umerous ocean birds of the high south 1 ati- 
tudes were visible around us, as petrels, pios, wandering alba¬ 
tross, &c., and many were taken by hook and line baited with fat 
meat. Some species were obtained new to the ornithological 
collections of this country. We here, also, first noticed many 
shoals of a species of porpoise almost peculiar to these regions. 
Its chief peculiarity is the absence of a dorsal fin. The inferior 
surface of the animal is of a pure white, whilst the back retains 
the black hue so prevalent in cetacea. This porpoise has been 
noticed by the French naturalist Peron, and has hence been 
named Delphinus Peronii. From the absence of a dorsal fin, 
it is known amongst seamen as the " right whale porpoise.” 

VOL. VII. Q 
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January 4, 1834, in lat. 47° S., long. 57° 29' W., we passed a 
1 floating iceberg, square, and about fifty feet high. Ships should 
keep a careful look-out. Many penguins were also observed, 
their hom$ being either the iceberg, or, more probably, the 
Falkland isles, from which we were distant little more than a 
day’s sail. The albatrosses, which, with many other varieties of 
ocean bird, attended our progress in great number, presented on 
either side of the neck a vertical line of delicate rose-coloured 
plumage, a peculiarity I had never observed in the many exam¬ 
ples of this bird I had in former voyages procured off the Capo 
of fJood Hope. 

January 14, wc attained our highest S. lat., namely, 58° 33', in 
long. 6S° 33' W. Although the height of summer, we found the 
temperature in this high S. lat. unpleasantly low, with showers 
of hail and sleet; and the sky to the southward often presented 
the white and luminous appearance termed “ ice-sky,” or “ ice¬ 
blink.” The barometer continued remarkably low, often falling 
to 29*20, without any accession of foul weather. 

February 11, sighted the island of Juan Fernandez from the 
mast-head, bearing N.N.YV., distant about sixty miles. 

Juan Fernandez, on approaching the island,* presents a series 
of elevated mountains of rugged and arid aspect; the central 
mountains more level and continuous, but either extremity of the 
land terminating by conical and gradually declining hills. “ Goat 
Island,” situated to the S.W., and of moderate elevation, is sepa¬ 
rated by a channel about three miles wide, and has its summit 
surmounted by many conical eminences or hummocks. Its 
western extremity is bluff, whilst the eastern descends gradually to 
the water’s edge. Goat Island does not exceed four or five miles 
in circumference; its greatest length being from east to west, and 
its elevation from four to five hundred feet. Its shores are pre¬ 
cipitous, and chiefly composed of a brown volcanic stone, pre¬ 
senting on the faces of many of the cliffs tortuous columnar pro¬ 
jections resembling the trunks and branches of trees half im¬ 
bedded in its structure. This islet has a burnt .and desolate 
aspect, and affords no vegetation higher than a stunted shrub, 
whilst the few verdant patches of soil tend rather to heighten by 
contrast, than to relieve the general sterility of its appearance. 
On the north side, and towards the western extremity, a run of 
fresh water empties itself into the sea over the face of the cliffs. 
With much impediment from a heavy surf, we effected a landing 
on this island, and procured specimens of its natural productions. 
Vast numbers of violet-coloured crabs abounded on the rocks of 
ihe coast, and fish were so plentiful in the waters around as to 

* Its height, determined by Captain King, R.N., in 1830, 3000 feet above the 
sea, and the island of Masafuera estimated at 2300 feet.— Ed. 
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enable the boats in less than two hours to obtain an ample supply. , 
The ordinary amphibious birds were numerous on the coast, 
many blue pigeons nestled in the diffs, and some flights of small 
birds, and a species of falcon, were noticed. Juan*Fernandez 
affords at its N.E. side the excellent harbour of Cumberland 
Bay, .and ample supplies for shipping. 

Pitcairn Island. —Daylight, on the 7 th March, disclosed the dark 
and elevated form of “ Pitcairn’s Island,” directly ahead, bear¬ 
ing W. J S. by*compass, and presenting mountain land of limited 
extent. The northern side, on which the settlement is placed, offers 
a very picturesque appearance; rising from the stfa as a steep 
amphitheatre luxuriantly wooded to its summit, 4 and bounded 
laterally by precipitous cliffs, and naked rocks of rugged and 
fantastic forms. The simple habitations of the islanders are 
scattered over this wooded declivity, and half concealed by the 
abundant verdure. The coast is abrupt, rocky, beaten by a 
heavy surf, and at mAst parts inaccessible; some coral debris arc 
found on the shores, and small coves, but no distinct reefs obtain. 
At the period of our visit the population of this island consisted 
of eighty persons.y the majority of whom were children, and the 
proportion of females greater than that of males. With the ex¬ 
ception of the offspring of three Englishmen resident on the 
island, and married to native women, the entire race are the issue 
of the mutineers of the Bounty, whose surnames they bear, and 
from whom they ha\e not as yet descended beyond the third 
generation.J These islanders are a fi*ie and robust people, but 
are far from possessing handsome features. They are high- 
spirited and intelligent, and speak both the Tahitian and English 
languages fluently. In intellect and habits they form an inte¬ 
resting Jink between the civilized European, and unsophisticated 
Polynesian nations. Their food is chiefly vegetable. Yams, 
which are abundantly produced, and of excellent quality, form 
the principal support of the people, and next to these the moun¬ 
tain taro roots (arum costatvm ), for the cultivation of which 
the dry and elevated character of the land is so well adapted. 
Cocoa-nuts, bananas, and pumpkins afford additional articles of 
diet, but the breadfruit-tree yields a scanty crop of very indifferent 
lruit. Swine, goals, domestic fowls, and the fish around the 
coast, afford the natives an occasional indulgence in animal food. 
Disease is rare amongst thdse islanders, and fefe, or elephantiasis, 
so prevalent amongst the Polynesian islands, is here unknown. 

* The peak reaches 1046 feet above the level of the sea (Beechey’s Voyage, vol. 
ii. p. 675).—Eo. 

t I' 1 December, 1825, sixty-six inhabitants were found by Captain lleechey 
thirty-seven of which were the grandchildren of the original settlers (p. 99).—En. 

+ The first settlers consisting of fifteen males and twelve females, landed here in 
J auuary, 1790.—En. 

Q 2 
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, A comparative scarcity of water exists, since there are no natural 
streams, ancl the volcanic structure of the island precludes the 
formation of wells. Hence 'the inhabitants depend upon rain 
water received into excavations or tanks. It is not, however, 
until rain has been absent seven or eight months that any incon¬ 
venience is experienced from deficiency of water. 

The disastrous emigration of the Pitcairn islanders to Tahiti, 
and their subsequent return to their native land, is well known.* 
At the time of our visit, nearly two years had elapsed since their 
return, and the people had in a great measure resumed their 
systematic and simple habits, and the lands their cultivated state ; 
but the injurious effect of a more enlarged intercourse with the 
world was yet evident in the restless and dissatisfied state of many 
amongst them, and a licentiousness of discourse which I cannot 
believe belonged to their former condition. 

I lament to say we found them in a very unsettled and uncom¬ 
fortable state, and divided into two factions opposed to each other 
with a rancour little short of open warfare. The particulars of 
this discord it would be tedious to recount, but its origin appeared 
due to the recent arrival on the island of an elderly person named 
Hill, who had appointed himself their teacher, governor, See., 
and had formed a legislative body composed of some few of the 
more powerful inhabitants', but to which the mass of the popula¬ 
tion was much opposed. Their great wish was that a British ship 
of war should arrive and settle their disputes. 

Two only of the origin*.l settlers from the Bounty existed in 
the island at our visit, and those were the aged Tahitian females, 
Isabella Christian, the widow of the notorious Fletcher Christian, 
and Susan Christian, his son’s ^vidow. But we were shown 
various books and other articles which had belonged to the 
Bounty. 

There can be little doubt on the subject that Pitcairn’s 
Island has had inhabitants previous to its occupation by the 
people of the Bounty, since numerous remains of aborigines have 
been found by the present inhabitants whilst cultivating the 
ground; indeed, the fact may be considered confirmed by the 
recent discovery of two human skeletons inhumed on the soil, 
resting side by side, and the* head of each reposing on a pearl 
shell. Tkis last circumstance casts a yet greater mystery over 
the history of these aborigines, since the pearl shell, although 
found in the adjacent islands, has never been met with in the 
waters around Pitcairn’s Island. To Hannah Young, the 
youngest daughter of John Adams, I am indebted for the pos¬ 
session of two stone adzes, supposed to have belonged to this 

* See Royal Geographical Society Journal, vol. iii. p. 165. 
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ancient race, and which were found embedded in the earth. 
They are rudely fashioned in the ordinary Polynesian form of 
such utensils, are composed of a black basalt highly polished, and 
bear an appearance of great antiquity. It is difficult jto account 
for the apparent extinction of an original race upon a spot so 
replete with every essential for the support of human existence, 
and we are led to the hypothesis that either one of the epidemic 
diseases that occasionally scourge the islands of the Pacific had 
destroyed the inhabitants to the ‘ last man,’ or that the original 
occupants were merely a few male natives of other lands, cast 
upon this when distressed, during one of the adventurous voyages 
so usually undertaken in their open canoes.* The position of the 
village on Pitcairn’s Island was fixed by Captain Becehey, R.N., 
who surveyed the island in I82(j, in lat. 25° 3 ' 37 " S., long. 130° 
8' 2 3 " W. of Greenwich. 

AfteT obtaining ample supplies of live stock and vegetables, in 
return for some useful manufactures of Europe, we left the island 
accompanied by three Englishmen who had resided on Pitcairn’s 
Island many years since, but who had suffered so much persecu¬ 
tion during the late discords which had unhappily prevailed, that 
they were glad to avail themselves of a passage to Tahiti, until 
they could return to their wives and families at Pitcairn’s Island 
under competent protection. , 

Socikty Islands. —This group of islands, six of which were 
discovered in his first voyage by our excellent circumnavigator. 
Cook, is comprised between 16 ° and 18° S. lat. and 148° and 
152° W. long. 

During our various cruises in these seas, we at different times 
visited the chief islands, which have been often described; yet I 
may be permitted to add a few extracts from my journal with 
respect to this highly interesting group. 

Maitea. —March 21st, sighted the small but elevated f and 
uninhabited island of Maitea and on the following morning 
made the island of Tahiti, about sixty miles farther to the west. 

Tahiti presents au elongated and high range of land, apparently 
divided into two distinct islands, the low and narrow isthmus that 
connects the two peninsulas, not being visible until closely ap¬ 
proached. Its general aspect is (^cceedingly mountainous, some 
level and highly fertile plains or valleys intervening, whilst a 
broad belt of alluvial soil occupies the coast. 

* This could hardly be consistently with the images and laige piles of stones on 
the summit of the hills found here.—K». 

f Its peak 1432 feet above the sea (Beechey’s Voyage, vol. ii. p. 675).—Ei>, 

+ Osnaburg Island of Wallia in 1767 ; Pic de la Boudeuse of Bougainville in 1768; 
£an Cristobal of Boereclia; and Dczeua of [Quiros, us being the tenth island disco- 
Aeied in the voyage of Mcndanaand Quiros in 1595.—Dalrymple's Voyages, vol. i., 
p. 42. Matilda or Osuahurg Island of the Charts is in 21° 50' S. 136° 45'. W.— Ei>. 
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The loftiest mountain on this island is situated towards its 
northern extremity, and may be estimated at between 6000 and 
7000 feet elevation.* It has never been ascended by an Euro¬ 
pean, nor has any exact measurement of its height been given, 
but the summit has been gained by some natives, who report the 
existence of a lake of yellow water (probably an extinct crater), 
and the presence of wild ducks differing in plumage from the 
more common kind indigenous to the island. The aspect of the 
lowlands of Tahiti has latterly undergone a considerable change, 
from the extent to which the guava shrub flourishes on the soil. 
Scarce twenty years have elapsed since this fruit tree was intro¬ 
duced from Norfolk Island, and it now claims all the moist and 
fertile land of Tahiti, in spite of every attempt to check its 
increase. The woodlands and bush, for miles in extent, are 
composed solely of this shrub, which bears a profusion of large 
and delicious fruit. The people have advanced but little in civi¬ 
lized habits; their dwellings are much as described by the earliest 
European visitors, and European clothing is adopted to but a 
scanty extent. Their principal improvements are in religious 
observances, and in the acquirement, to a great degree, of the 
elements of education.f The commerce of the island is confined 
to the exportation of pearl-shell and pearls, sugar and cocoa-nut 
oil, and arrow-root, which i,s altogether conducted by foreigners, 
since the natives do not themselves possess any vessel larger than 
a double canoe. The port dues, however, and trade for supplies 
afforded by the numerous English and American whale ships 
calling at the port, yield the.natives much emolument, ami trade 
in kind has now given place to the circulation of specie. In com- 
liercial importance and civilized improvements Tahiti, notwith¬ 
standing its priority of intercourse with civilized nations, is at 
least half a century behind Oahu, of the Sandwich group. A 
consul from the United States of America has lately been ap¬ 
pointed to this island, so much the resort of American shipping. 
The British consul, whose charge includes all the principal 
groups of the Pacifies, resides at Oahu, of the Sandwich group, 
a distance of five weeks’ sail from Tahiti, and the communication 
uncertain.;]; Saddle-horses imported from South America are now 
in general use at Tahiti, both,by natives and foreign residents; 
oxen are ^Iso numerous, and shipping in the port are supplied 
with beef, in quality little inferior to that of England, at about 
2 d. per lb. 

* Roughly estimated by Beechey at 7000 feet. Blossom's Voyage, p. 195.—Eu. 

j- Tile population is estimated at from 18,000 to 20,000, chiefly Chnstians, under 
the care of ei^ht missionaries of the India Missionary Society.—See Williams’s 
« Missionary Enterprises ”—Eu. 

t In February, 1837, Mr. Pritchard was appointed Her Majesty’s Consul for the 
Society and Friendly Islands, to reside at Tahiti.—Eu. 
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An opinion very generally prevails at Tahiti that the interior 
and mountainous parts of the island are inhabited by a race of 
people differing from those of the coast, and of timid and se¬ 
cluded habits, but it seems scarcely probable. # 

During our stay here I made an excursion, in company with 
Captain Henry, to the celebrated lake of Vaihiria, the road to 
which commences from the coast at the district of Mairipehe, on 
the S.E. side of Tahiti, and distant from the settlement of Pa- 
peiti about thirty miles. The route lies along the coast, and 
affords numerous highly picturesque scenes. On the S.W. side 
of the island I noticed the numerous caverns which penetrate the 
base of the precipitous cliffs that form this portion of the coast. 
One of these caverns, which we inspected, was situated at the 
base of a mural cliff of about two hundred feet in height, and its 
face clothed with ferns and other oleg'nt verdure. The mouth 
of the cavern formed a large arch; the bottom of the cavern was 
occupied by a sheet of/resh water produced by infiltration through 
the rock. I .also noticed hero a number of springs of fresh water 
that rise from the midst of the sea at greater or less distances 
from the shore. Their situation is marked by small eddies or 
whirls on the smooth surface of the sea over the coral reef, and 
upon some of these the natives have placed baipboos with aper¬ 
tures in their sides, through which tl^e fresh water flows as from 
a pump; when fishing on the coast in their canoes, it is not 
unusual for the natives to dive beneath the surface of the sea and 
quench their thirst at these fresh-water springs. The cause of 
their existence is of course simple, although the effect is some¬ 
what extraordinary. Without departing greatly from our route 
along the coast, we visited the r ‘ Great Morai of Papara,”* which, 
although much ruined and reduced in its height, yet retains a 
great share of its original gigantic and not unornamental struc¬ 
ture. This Morai is not. correctly speaking, in the district of 
Papara, but in the district of Tevauta, on a spot named “ Ma- 
hiatea.” Towards sunset we arrived at Atinua, where we passed 
the night,* and early on the following morning proceeded about 
three miles to the coast of the district of Mairipehe, whence I 
commenced an inland route towards the lake of Vaihiria on foot, 
and accompanied by a native guii^e. The greatest portion of the 
journey lay through level and well watered plains, abounding in 
an over luxuriant vegetation, and winding round ftie bases of 
steep and elevated mountains. A river rising inland traverses 
these plains with a circuitous and impetuous course to empty 
itself into the sea. The road to the lake follows closely the 
course of the mountain stream, and only departs from it to evade 


Mentioned by Cook, VVilson, Ellis, Beechey.—En>. 
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a circuitous bend, or to escape cascades and deep fords. We 
had to cross this river (which, at the fords, ran with great force, 
and was often both deep and# broad), about one hundred and 
eighteen tiipes during the day’s tour to the lake and back. When 
half way between the coast and the lake of Vaihiria, we lost the 
cocoa-nut and other fruit trees, and the more usual vegetation of 
the coast, and entered upon lands covered with bushy ferns, ele¬ 
gant parasitic plants, and extensive thickets of a species of 
amomum, rising as distinct rced-like leaves six or eight feet above 
the soil, and emitting, when broken by pushing through them, 
a powerful fragrance, not unlike that of pimento. Numerous 
groves of the mountain plantain, loaded with their large clusters 
of ripe fruit, were also visible on the heights around. The lofty 
steeps, at the base of which we journeyed, presented constantly 
the deceptive appearance of closing upon the level path we pur¬ 
sued. We continued, however, along the torrent until nearly at 
the lake, when we ascended a steep and rugged hill, from the 
summit of w r hich was visible the lake of Vaihiria, laid out in all 
its placid and picturesque beauty in the vale at our feet, and to 
which a short but stopp descent conducted. The lake presents 
a sheet of water of nearly circular form, situated in the midst of 
a deep and circular valley surrounded by elevated precipitous 
mountains covered with a sljort and bright verdure, whilst nume¬ 
rous small cascades fall over their faces into the basin beneath. 
The lake does not exceed a mile in circumference; its waters are 
perfectly fresh, and of a dull green colour; for some distance 
from the shore the depth is very trifling, and it is said that in no 
par* of the lake it has been found to exceed eighty feet. The 
shores of the lake are formed by the bases of the mountains in 
some parts, in others by a sandy bCaoli, strewn with large boul¬ 
ders of black volcanic stone, or by low ledges of breccia and 
volcanic stone of a very friable character. Many wild ducks 
were visible on the water, and the plaintive note of a bird, not un¬ 
like the cooing of a dove, alone interrupted the tranquillity of 
the spot. Eels are the only fish known to inhabit the* waters of 
the lake, which is rather an inland than a mountain lake, since, 
although surrounded by mountains, its elevation above the sea 
can be but inconsiderable, as no remarkable ascent is evident in 
the route that conducts to it from the coast, except the steep 
ascent in its^immediate vicinity, which is merely that of its bound¬ 
ing hills, and is almost compensated by a corresponding descent 
to the lake on the opposite side.* 

Returning by the same route I reached Mairipclie by six 
o'clock in the evening. The coast here is well protected by an 

* Estimated at 1500 feet above the sea in the Blossom’s voyage,—Vul. i., 
p. 420 ,—Ed. 
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extension of the barrier coral reef, and the tranquil water within 
the reef affords good anchorage for shipping, off a native village 
where every essential supply can Ije obtained. A second natural 
curiosity that I visited at Tahiti was the “Ofai mamma” (moon 
stone) of the natives, which affords a fair example of a basaltic 
column, and is situated in a cavern at the foot of a lofty cliff at 
the termination of the valley of Punaro, on the western side of 
the island. The half-embedded column, which protrudes hori¬ 
zontally, is sewn feet in length, three and a half in height, and 
Jx feet in breadth; dark and polished on its surface, which is 
marked with regular vertical fissures. Its extremity* that presents 
itself at the aperture of the cave, has a smooth surface, resem¬ 
bling the half-risen moon in shape, whence the native name. 

Although, from its geographical situation, Tahiti may be deemed 
under the full influence of the S.E. trade winds, both N.W. and 
S.W. winds arc not unusual, especially during the months of Fe¬ 
bruary and March, at which time the natives calculate upon those 
winds to make voyages to the islands S.E. of their own. There 
is reason to believe that the N.W. monsoon of the eastern hemi¬ 
sphere, south of the equator, extends at times to the more eastern 
of the Polynesian islands. Captain T. Stavers, of the Tuscan, 
possesses on his charts a remarkable track made by that ship from 
the Equator in 174° W. long, to the Society Islands, in an unin¬ 
terrupted south easterly course of 2*00 miles, the winds holding 
chieflv from N.E. and N.W.* 

Haiatea, the Ulitea of Cook, is situated about 130 miles to 
the N.W. of Tahiti, this being the direction in which the islands 
of the Polynesian groups usually lie, a direction that volcanic 
action appears very generally to follow. It is about forty miles 
in circumference, of mountainous character, covered with vegeta¬ 
tion, and but too well watered, cascades, rivers, and swamps 
abounding in all directions. At the distance of one and a half or 
two miles from the shore the land is encircled by a coral reef, 
that also includes the adjacent island of Taha. Here are seven 
excellent anchorages on the weather and lee sides of the island, 
accessible at all times, and egress easy, except with a due south 
wind, llaiatea has no commerce worthy of notice; cocoa-nut 
oil and arrow-root are occasionally procured by small vessels 
from New South Wales or Ssouth America; attempts have 
been made to produce .tobacco, and to make slMps’ cordage 
from the bark of the Hibiscus, for the Sydney market, and 
beclie dc mcr, with which the reefs abound, for thai of 
China; but although the island is capable of all these, and 
many additional exports, opposing circumstances have caused 

* See also Bccchey’s Voyage and Williams’s “Missionary Enterprises in the 
South Seas,” p. 507 .—Ed. 
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every effort to establish a permanent commerce to be speedily 
- relinquished. 

The soil is exceedingly fertile, exotic fruit trees thrive vigor¬ 
ously, and particularly the fruit of the lime proves invaluable to 
foreign shipping, and affords a striking example of the important 
advantages that accrue from the dissemination of useful fruits and 
vegetables. The population appeared to me to have suffered 
dreadfully from disease. Accompanied by some natives, I as¬ 
cended a lofty range of mountain occupying the centre of the 
island, extending in a direction nearly N. and S., and about 
2000 feet in, elevation. The summit presented a level and 
spacious plain of dark and bleak aspect, spread with numerous 
swamps arid streams of water, passing over exposed rocks 
of a red colour, and entirely destitute of other vegetation 
than short grass and moss, although but a few feet beneath, 
on the less exposed spots, vegetation was lofty and abundant. 
On the eastern declivity of the mountain, a short distance below 
its summit, I was shown by my guides a natural excavation 
about forty feet deep, resembling a large well about thirty-six feet 
in circumference, the character of which led me to consider it as 
a small volcanic crater, yet few of these have hitherto been ascer¬ 
tained to exist in the Society Islands. It is remarkable that a 
stream of water flowing over the declivity of this elevated moun¬ 
tain abounds with eels and other fish, several varieties of which I 
saw sporting in the water. 

Meinnia, or Maupiti, is a small and comparatively elevated 
island about six miles in circumference, and its highest point 
about 800 feet above the sea. It is situated about fifty miles to 
the N.W. of Raiatea, and distinctly visible from the lower hills of 
that island. It is surrounded by a barrier reef of coral, at a 
distance of about three miles, which encloses numerous low islets 
covered with cocoa-nut trees, but the lagoon is too shallow to 
admit vessels exceeding one hundred and fifty tons burthen. 

The island is composed of hills wooded to their summits and 
occasionally crested by cocoa-nut trees, but presenting rugged 
and mural cliffs to the sea coast, especially one rocky mass on the 
S.W. side opposite the opening in the reef, which rises 700 feet 
above the sea, resembling the ruins of a gigantic castle. Maurua 
is said to possess primitive rocks, but such is certainly not its 
general geological character; volcanic .rocks, scoriae, and slag 
abound; its smooth basaltic stones are much prized by the na¬ 
tives of all the Society group, to make pestles to prepare their 
food. The population of the island appeared small:* scattered 
habitations were along the coast, but the principal settlement is 

* According to the census made by the missionaries in 1828, it contained 100C 
persons.—E d. 
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on the S.E. or weather side of the island, which is also the resi¬ 
dence of the chief Tairo : it contains a Christian church, in which < 
a native teacher officiates. m 

Swine, fowls, and especially yarns, are abundant; water is 
scarce. The natives were exorbitant in their charge‘for supplies 
and rather disposed to theft. This island is little frequented by 
foreign vessels; no ship before the Tuscan, in 1835, had visited 
it for two years. * 

Tuhai , or Motou-iti, appeared small, low, and uninhabited ; it 
is distant about thirty miles to the N.E. of Maurua, and is the 
most northern island of the Society group : we here had a westerly 
wind. 

Huaheine. March 11, 1836.—This island is mountainous and 
fertile, and nearly surrounded by a coral reef; next to Tahiti it 
is the most frequented of the Society group; supplies are plen¬ 
tiful, and the bay of Fare, where is the chief settlement, on the 
N.W. side of the island, is safe and capacious, though not easily 
entered through the reef with the prevailing trade wind. Near 
Fare I noticed the venerable shaddock tree, covered with fruit, 
which was planted by Cook when he visited the island to restore 
Omai. It is the only tree of this species to be seen in the Society 
Islands, and all attempts to propagate it have failed. Coffee 
thrives in the gardens of the missionaries: population is said to 
be iy()0* 

Tahnui-rnanu, or Saunder’s Island, has at a distance much the 
appearance of a ship under sail; it is moderately elevated and 
the hills arc wooded to their summit^? It extends in a N.E. and 
S.W. direction, either extremity being low and covered with cocoa- 
nut trees. The island was formerly celebrated for its yams; it 
is now used as a penal settlement from Tahiti. 

Sandwich Islands. —This archipelago of thirteen islands, 
eleven of which were first made known to the world by our 
own countryman, Cook, in 1778, is composed pf eight moderate- 
sized islands, and of five small islets; it lies chiefly between 
jy° and 22° N. Int. and 155° and 1 f)0° W. lat.y 

JVoahoo or Oahu, May 16, 1834.—Anchored at the port of Ho- 
nortiru, on the south-western side of this island, which has been 
too often described to need much notice here. The character 
of the country is mountainous, and its aspect naked and un¬ 
inviting compared with. Tahiti and the Society islands. A 
lofty range of mountain, extending N.W. and S.E. throughout 
the island, separates the level land of the N.E. from that of the 


* 2U00, according to the census in 1828.—Ei>. 

f The population is estimated at l.'>0,000—Christianity is the religion of the 
state—and they me under the pastoral care of twenty-three American missionaries. 
—See Williams’s “ Missionary Enterprises."’—E d. 
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S. W. coasts, which are again connected by elevated passes through 
, the mountains; the most frequented, that of Pari , which stands 
at the head of the picturesque valley of Anuanu, is 1800 feet 
above the sea, and commands a beautiful and extensive view over 
the vale of Xolau, ten miles in extent, to the ocean on the N.E. 
side of the island. The structure of the island is volcanic, arid 
many extinct craters are visible. 

The settlement at Honoruru presents many striking instances 
of civilization. Supplies are abundant and reasonable: beef ex¬ 
cellent. The Taro (arum esculentum) is plentiful, and forms the 
chief food of the natives. Many European vegetables are now 
commonly sold in the markets. As many as sixty vessels have 
been anchored in this port at the same time. A few weeks pre¬ 
vious to our arrival a Japanese junk had been driven to the island 
in distress : the crew had suffered much from cold. They had 
probably been driven off* the coast of Japan by strong westerly 
gales, carried to the N.E. till they met with northerly winds, 
which drove the vessel to the Sandwich Islands. 

I had the gratification while here of meeting Mr. Douglas, 
whose subsequent melancholy death in Hawaii is well known, 
and of making several excursions in the mountains with him. 

Maui , or Mowee, Oct. 3, 1835.—This island, seen from a dis¬ 
tance on the northern side, presents the appearance of two ele¬ 
vated peninsulas connected by a low isthmus. It extends in a 
N.W. and S.E. direction about forty miles, and is separated from 
Hawaii to the S.E. by a channel twenty miles broad, and may be 
seen at a distance of ninety miles.* The face of the island ex¬ 
hibits the strong contrasts of luxuriant verdure and volcanic 
sterility so prevalent in this group. 

The settlement of Laliaina or Rakeina is small, yet contains a 
very neat Christian church, a market, reading-room, &c. The 
population of the island is estimated at 20,000; the natives are 
intelligent, orderly, healthy, and well under the control of the 
American missionaries, who have great influence here. 

Guadalupe, Nov. 20.—This island, bearing E.N.E., twenty 
miles distant, presented high land with two elevated peaks at its 
southern extremity. Its position, according to our observations, 
is in lat. 28° 54'N., long. 118° 22' W.; several charts place it 
thirty miles to the southward of lliis latitude.y It appeared about 
fifteen miles dn length and about 1000 fejJt in height. 

In lat. 19° N., long. 107° W., about half way between the 
group of Revilla-gigedo and the continent of America, a remark- 

* This would imply an elevation of about 6300 feet.—Ei>. 

f Even in Admiral Krnsenstern’s excellent chait of the Pacific Ocean, it lies in 
28° 34' N.; it is corrected to its true position m his Supplement, yet given in his table 
of doubtful positions, p. 164. In Arrowsmuli’s Chart of the Pacific, it is in 28° 34'. 
—En. 
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able milk-white and luminous appearance of the sea was noticed 
at midnight all around as far as the eye could see from the mast- • 
head, which lasted till daylight ; 0 nothing could be detected in 
the water to account for it, nor could any soundings be obtained. 

In lat. 5° N., 103° W. long., the vicinity of land whs suspected 
from the presence of amphibious birds and sea-weed, and in 
()” 35' N., 104° W., a pelican, about the size of a goose, and of a 
dusky brown plumage, took refuge in the ship and was captured. 
The nearest land was presumed to be Duncan’s Island, of doubt¬ 
ful existence.* A female sperm whale, taken near this spot, con¬ 
tained a mature fetus, which was anatomically exqpined : it was 
fourteen feet long by six feet in girth. 

Marquesas or Mendana j group, Feb. L 27, 1835.—The ele¬ 
vated land of Hood’s Island, or Fettigu, was seen bearing S.W. 

\ S., distant about fifty miles.£ On the following morning saw 
Koapoa, Santa Dominica, and shortly after Santa Christina and 
Son Pedro , and anchored in Resolution Bay of Cook, or Port 
Madrc de Dios of Mcndafia. 

Santa Christina, or Tahuata of the natives, extends in a N .N .E. 
and S.S.W. direction about ten miles* an elevated rocky ridge 
runs throughout the island, throwing off spurs to the east and 
west towards the sea, and thus dividing the lowland into distinct 
valleys, only accessible by land over the high hills which bound 
them. I obtained the native names'of twelve valleys from Reso¬ 
lution Bay (Vaitahu) in order round the island. The soil is 
exceedingly fertile and covered with luxuriant vegetation ; forests 
of bread fruit, cocoa-nut, and other fruit trees. The natural pro¬ 
ductions are much the same as in the Society Islands; the wild 
cotton is superior to that cultivated in many islands; the sugar 
cane abundant, large in growth, and of excellent quality: the 
palmyra, or fan palm, also grows here, although unknown in the 
Society or Sandwich Islands. 

The population of Santa Christina is estimated at 1400 persons; 
the appearance of the natives robust and healthy, with handsome 
features. Each valley is under the dominion of a chief, who 
maintains feudal independence. At the time of our visit the 
island had been for some time in a state of profound peace; the 
natives were generally honest and well behaved, and our officers 
and crew associated and traded"with them at the different valleys 


* Duncan’s Island was so named in 1787 after the master of a merchant vessel. 
Lat. f,° N., long. 100° W. of Greenwich. See Kruseustem’s Memoircs Ilydrogra- 
phiques, vol. ii., p. 58.— Ed. j 

t 01 this group of thirteen islands, extending 200 miles in a N.W. and S.E. di¬ 
rection, four of the south-eastern portion were discovered by Mendnila in 1596; one 
hy Cook in 1776; the rest by the Americans in 1797, and by them called the 
Washington Islands. They were named Marquesas de Mendoza l>y Mendana, out 
of compliment to Don Garcia de Mendoza, then Viceroy of Peru,— Ed. 

+ This would suppose a height of at least 2000 feet.—E d. 
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without any unpleasantness occurring, and during my extended 
* excursions over the country, I experienced every assistance, hos¬ 
pitality and kindness. Notwithstanding, however, the peaceful 
aspect of the people, it is the duty of every commander of a 
ship visiting them to be on his guard, since they are extremely 
capricious, and capable of the greatest outrages when least 
suspected. 

Two missionaries *we conveyed from England for this island 
were settled at the valley opening upon Resolution Bay with as 
much comfort as could reasonably be expected. They had found 
but little encouragement, however, in the disposition of the na¬ 
tives, who, though they had abolished open idolatry, retained the 
greater part of the prejudices and customs of their heathen slate. 
The language of those people has some striking peculiarities, 
but partakes largely of both the Tahitian and Hawaiian dialects. 

Resolution Bays described by Cook, corresponds to the valley 
of Vaitahu. On the beach a stream of fresh water gushes from the 
face of a rocky cliff, and affords shipping a convenient and good 
supply of this essential. It is the same watering place indicated 
by Cook, and the flow is supplied by a mountain stream not visible 
in the vicinity of the coast. Kutiti, the principal chief of Vai¬ 
tahu, is a shrewd and avaricious man, elderly and very corpulent. 
He is eager to encourage the visits of shipping to his port, since, 
through his traffic with them "and consequent acquirement of mus¬ 
kets, &C., he contrives to maintain considerable influence over the 
other chiefs of the island. This chief is the patron of our mis¬ 
sionaries, and for the benefit' of their cause it is to be wished he 
were absolute. The coast of Santa Christina is rocky, abrupt, 
and surf-beaten : no coral reef encircles and protects its shares, 
nor those of any other island of this group. Nevertheless, the 
detritus of coral is abundant on the beaches around the island. 
In return for supplies of live stock and vegetables to shipping, 
llie natives alone Require and value muskets and ammunition and 
tobacco. Of the muskets thus obtained they retain the best, ami 
export tlxe remainder to the neighbouring islands unfrequented 
by foreign shipping 

]\loapoa .—Hove to off Port Jarvis, on the west side, with good 
anchorage, to land three natives of the island who had accom¬ 
panied us from Oahu, where they had been left by an American 
ship. Several canoes came ofF to the ship, and the natives ex¬ 
pressed much disappointment that we would not anchor and 
trade with them. The principal native amongst them brought 
with him a written list of the ships that had visited the island, 
and a rough chart of the coast,* but who was the author of these 

* Mr. Bennett has kindly presented a copy to the library of the Society. The 
chart is certainly a rough sketch, hut it makes Port Jarvis on the N.W. side, with 
good anchorage m eighteen fathoms—wood and water.—En. 
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MSS. I could not ascertain. The island of Roapoa appears to 
be nearly the same size as Sta. Christina, and equally mountainous, < 
rugged, and bold. The summits # of many of its mountains pre¬ 
sent conspicuous columns, spires or pinnacles of rocks. The 
land extends in a direction nearly north and south, and presents 
on the coast a succession of valleys of a highly fertile and pic¬ 
turesque appearance. These most prevail on the western side 
of the land, where several ports with convenient anchorage exist 
which have been visited by some few South Sea men, though the 
island is generally but little known or frequented. From Roa¬ 
poa the island of Noukahiva is distinctly visible^ thirty miles 
distant, and the islands of Sta. Dominica and Sta. Christina, at sixty 
miles distance, may be more faintly discerned. If it appears re¬ 
markable that Mendana, in his discovery of the Marquesas, should 
leave Cook to discover Hood’s Island, which is so very visible 
from the island of Sta. Dominica, it is yet more remarkable that 
Cook should have failed to discover the island of Roapoa, which 
on a serene day maj' be distinctly seen with the naked eye from 
the beach at Resolution Ray, Sta. Christina.* 

Caroline Island, April 23, 1835.—This is one of the low coral 
islands'} of the South Pacific, and situated "by our observations in 
lat. 9° 58' S., long, (measured from the island of Raiatea) 150° 
Is' W. The entire island does not exceed four or five miles in 
circumference; it is circular, and composed of several connected, 
small circular peninsulas. A capacious and tranquil lagoon oc¬ 
cupies the space within the land, and is bounded on a portion of 
its eastern or weather side by a bJlrrier reef of coral, against 
which a heavy surf constantly breaks. The structure of the land 
presented no material but coral in all its varied forms. Idle 
greatest elevation of the soil*did not exceed five or six feet, and 
the coral rocks and shelving shores betrayed the progressive re¬ 
ceding of the ocean from the land it had so materially assisted to 
raise. Each compartment of the island was ^covered by dense 
vegetation of a highly verdant aud pleasing character, some of the 
loltiest trees attaining the height of twenty feet. No collection 
ol fresh water is visible on the island, though doubtless, as in many 
other of the low coral islands, much of good quality may be 
obtained from excavations in the sands. 

The coast of Caroline Island is continuous, with a low and ex- 

--- » _ _ 

ft 

* The distance is fifty-eight miles, which proves the elevation of Roapoa to he 
upwards of 2500 feet, aud .Santa Christina about 3000 leet above the sea.—Ki>. 

f Discovered by Broughton m 1795, in lat. 9° 57', long. 150° 25' W.. anil 
doubtless the same as Thornton Island. See Krusenstuxn, Mem. Ilyd. Sup,, p. Hi. 
The island was also seen by Captain Willinck, in 1824, when in command of the 
Dutch corvette the Lynx; and he gives its position 9 U 54' S. 150° 9' W. of Given- 
wich.—See Reizc ora de Wereld in do Jaren, 1823-4, van J. P. M. ’Willinck. 
Breda, 1836.— Ed. 
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tensive reef of compact coral rock stretching into the sea for a 
considerable distance, and thus extending greatly the actual com¬ 
pass of the island. A large extent of the reef is left dry at low 
water, whilst, when the tide is at its height, a boat may with care 
be floated' nearly to the verge of the wooded land. From the 
single observation made during our stay, it would appear to be 
low water at 9 a.m. and high water at 2^- or 3 p.m. 

Our landing from the boats was effected on the western side of 
the island. The boat was then conveyed across tl*e level tract of 
fine coral sand, a distance of three or four hundred yards, and 
launched upon the waters of the central lagoon, which we crossed 
to the reef on its weather side, and discovered an aperture through 
the reef, which allowed our passing into the open sea and again 
returning to the lagoon without difficulty. The only quadrupeds 
we noticed on this island were mice. Upon a former visit to this 
spot (seven years previous to our visit) Captain Stavers had 
landed some hogs, but no traces of the present existence of those 
animals on the island were visible to us. Many boobies had 
constructed their nests in the trees; and white terns, frigate 
birds, curlews, a species of totanus, and small pigeons with 
white heads and brown general plumage, were also numerous. 

Fish were abundant in the waters around the island and also 
in the lagoon, but not easily obtained on account of the voracity 
of the sharks. Beche de mer abounded in the shoal water, and 
some few pearl shells were noticed in the lagoon. The character 
of the vegetation of Caroline Island accorded with that on the 
shores of the Society Islands. The wood-land was chiefly formed 
b) the shrubs of Tournefortia, which were in full flower, and 
emitted a fragrance perceptible at some distance from the let* side 
of the island. We found but one tope of rather dwarfish cocoa- 
nut trees, and that at its south extremity near the margin of the 
lagoon. The quantity of fruit the trees produce is great, but 
the nuts are small, and the fluid they contain often of brackish 
taste. That some ship had latterly visited the island was evident 
from many of the cocoa-nut trees having been cut down to obtain 
more easily their fruit, a practice often dangerous, when these 
trees afford important landmarks to navigators, and at all times 
selfish and mischievous, and more peculiarly so here, where cocoa- 
nut trees, although increasing in number, are as yet but few. 
The only service Caroline Island can .afford to shipping is the 
supply of cocoa-nuts, fish, and fire-wood. 

Christmas Island .—This is an extensive coral island, dangerous 
of approach, and well known as the spot on which Cook, in his 
third voyage in 1777, landed to observe an eclipse of the sun. 
We coasted round about two-tliirds of the island, and it appeared 
to us to be more than sixty miles in circumference, which is the 
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extentgiven by Cook, and to be of a triangular form rather than 
axre&ient, with its base to the N.W. The western point of the 
island projects some'distance and is,covered with cocoa-nut trees, 
giving it a cheerful aspect. We landed and procured, two boat¬ 
loads of the fruit—no fresh water to be found; quails were numer¬ 
ous, as also the peculiar boobies mentioned by Cook; lizards, 
land and hermit crabs, abound. The Sid,a here grew abundantly, 
which we had not noticed at Caroline Island. We found about 
fifty fine cocoa-nut trees laid prostrate by fire and axe, the mis¬ 
chievous work of some reckless sailors; yet the increase has been 
great, as Cook records only thirty to have existed at the period of 
his visit. The yams, melon, and cocoa-nuts planted by Cook 
on the islet at the entrance of the lagoon have all disappeared. 
The position of this islet, his place of observation, is 1° 59' N. 
lat., 157° 30' W. long. 

Bunker's, or Jervis Island, May 13, 1835.—Three days after 
leaving Christmas Island, and by our calculations 228 miles S.W. 
of it, in lat. 0° 20' S.'long., 160° 31' W., measured from Raiatea, 
we fell in with a low and narrow island, extending east and west 
from three to four miles in length, composed qf sand and coral, and 
destitute of vegetation; the centre of the land was slightly raised 
by a confused assemblage of masses of blackeped coral; the 
beach of white sand was coasted by ,a heavy surf. It appears 
doubtful if this is Bunker’s or Jervis Island; our position would 
agree best with the latter, but does not coincide with either as 
laid down in our charts.* This is a dangerous shoal for ships, 
and should be cautiously guarded against, as even by daylight it 
only presents at a short distance an indistinct white line, and the 
birds are not remarkable in number or character. Some years 
since the Mary, English South-seaman, ran ashore on Jervis 
Island, and was lost, her crew residing on the sterile land until 
rescued by a passing ship. 

It is much to be lamented that the positions«of these various 
islands scattered over the Pacific Ocean, which is traversed in 

* Captain Browne, of the English ship Eliza Francis, discovered, on the 21st 
August, 1821, a small island, five miles in circumference, and covered with hushes, 
and determined its position to be 0° 23' S. lat., 159°'46' long. W.ef Greenwich, 
which is probably the same island called by the Americans Bunker. There is a dif¬ 
ference of forty-five miles of longitude between the position of this seen by Mr. 
Bennett and that of Mr. Browne: but as the latitude is nearly the saye, there can 
be little doubt they are the same island. But Jervis Island,^although in nearly the 
same latitude, lies 10° farther to the westward, according to Krusenstern’s Atlas of 
the Pacific Ocean; yet this position is very doubtful; and any master of a South- 
seaman, or other vessel frequenting these seas, will render an important service to 
hydrography by fixing and making public the position of this or any of the numer¬ 
ous islands whose situation is marked doubtful in our charts. Arrow smith’s 
Chart of the Pacific, 1832, nives Jervis Island in its correct position, as determined 
by Captain Browne.— Ed. 
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every direction by British shipping, should not be determined by 
some competent authority: it is a point of much importance, and. 
in which many valuable lives and much property are deeply in¬ 
terested. 

Dec. 12* 1835.—Saw land bearing N.N.E. fifteen miles, which 
consisted of a group of three islands extending in an east and 
west direction, of moderate size, rugged, elevated, and apparently 
rocky and barren. 'By our observations this group lies in 24° {/ 
N., long. 112° 39' W., but no land is laid down in our modern 
charts in this position. A chart of ancient date places three 
Lobos Islands ninety miles to the northward of this spot, and an 
ordinary map of North America of 1814 places islands in the 
vicinity under the name of Celisos.* Upon our arrival at Cape 
St. Lucas we were informed that the existence of these islands 
had been announced, and that some small vessels in quest of furs 
had endeavoured to visit them but without success. It is remark¬ 
able that., situated as they are in the direct route of shipping 
making Cape St. Lucas, a route annually followed by numerous 
South-Seamen, they should have remained so long unknown. 
From the situation and character of the islands, it is probable the 
fur seal abounds on their shores. 

California , Dec. 15.—Hove to off the mouth of a bay between 
Cape St. Lucas and Cape Palmo, the southern extremities of the 
isthmus of California, where is a small grazing settlement which 
supplied us with excellent beef, poultry, and cheese. The land 
about Cape St. Lucas, wliich forms the S.W. extreme, is bold, 
rugged, and mountainous; the lowlands appear flat and sandy. 
The settlement on the shores of the bay is a little to the N.E. 
of the Cape, and the bay affords a fair roadstead with seventeen 
fathoms water at half a mile from 1 the beach, but open to the 
S.E. gales, which are very severe. The tide here is regular, with 
a rise and fall of five or six feet. The level plain which opens on 
the bay is about, thirty miles deep by ten in breadth; it is chiefly 
covered with brushwood. The vegetation afforded some splendid 
specimens of cactus, rising as a distinct and fluted column to the 
height of from twelve to fifteen feet. Shipping may here procure 
fuel, water, and provisions; a bullock costs from five to ten dol- 


* In Krusenstem’s and in Arrowsmith’s Chart of the Pacific Ocean the Lobos 
Islands are* ttiid down in 25° 50' N., and 114" 3p' W., or 150 miles N.N.W. of this 
group. The Celisos, above mentioned, strange as it may appear, is most probably a 
corruption of A lejos, signifying “in the offing” or “afar off,” .and which is laid 
down in Krusensteni's Tableau des lies Problematiques in lat. 24° 50' N., long. 
115° 30' W. of Greenwich, as rocks having been scon in 1791. The group seen by 
Mr. Bennett is only fifty miles S.W. of Cape San Lazuro, on the isthmus of Cali¬ 
fornia, within thirty miles of Vancouver’s track in 1795, and within twenty miles 
of Colnett’s in 1793 .—Ed. 
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lars. The rodents are about thirty persons, and the whole farm 
belongs to one person : their commerce is confined to the English 
and American South-Seamen who visit the bay for supplies. Red 
and white granite enters largely into the composition of* the moun¬ 
tains which bound the plain ; close in with the land I obtained a 
species of sea weed exactly resembling the sargasso or gulf-weed 
(Fucus natans ) of the Atlantic. A current was experienced set¬ 
ting to the east. 

May 26, 182(6.—In lat. 2° 30' S., long. 175° 10' E., discovered 
a low and extensive island covered with cocoa-nut and other trees; 
sandy beach and little surf; some smoke seen would lead to the 
idea that the island was inhabited. This island was supposed to 
be Hurd’s or Rotcli’s; if the former* it is, by our observations, 
laid down on the chart 3° to the eastward of its true position, as 
given above.* In 2° 53' S., long. 174° 55' E., observed a re¬ 
markable line of froth on the sea, some yards in width and of 
great extent, and accompanied by a mass of dead birds, fish, 
shells, drift wood, &c., which seemed to indicate the limits of a 
current, and in fact we found that after entering it we lost the 
strong N.W. current that had hitherto accompanied us. 

Tench's Island, June 13.—Tins island appeared low, and 
small, and wooded, but conspicuous from its grefups of tall trees 
rising above the underwood. Passed»Mathias Island, discovered 
by Dampierin 1700, and on the 27tli June got sight of the dark 
and elevated mountain land of New Guinea; steered through 
the Gillolo passage, and on the 17th J*ily anchored ofF the Malay 
village of Sutranha, on the western side of the island of Timor. 
Here may be procured supplies of fuel, water, and provisions. 
After a week’s stay here we sailed for the Cape of Good Hope, 
which we rounded on the 12th September, touched at St. Helena, 
sighted Ascension and Flores, and on the 20th November, 1836, 
entered the .British Channel, after an absence of three years and 
twenty-four days. 


* Hurd. Island, in Krusenstem’s M6m. Hyd., is given in 2° 43' S., long. 177° 0' 
K., as discovered by the Elizabeth in 1809; and Rotck Inland in 2° 30' S., 176° 
10' E., discovered by Captain Clerk, of the John Palmer, in 1826: it is probably the 
latter island that was seen by the Tuscan, as the latitude agrees exactly, although 
there is a difference of a degree in Iongitud£ See Krusenstem’s Sup. M6m. Hyd., 
pp. 3 and 19; Arrowsmith’s Chart of the Pacific corrected to 1832, lg nine sheets, 
places Hope Island in the position of Hurd Island of Krusenstem and Rotch’a 
Island as above.—En. 
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XIX .—Some Account of the I'liydts, or Wandering Tribes of 
Persia, obtained in the Years 1814 and 1815. By James 
Morier, Esq., F.R.S. 

It has been affirmed by several well-informed Persians, that 
perhaps one-fourth of the population of Persia consists of wan¬ 
dering communities, forming an almost distinct class by the nature 
of their habits and their modes of gaining their livelihood. We 
will first investigate their origin, then look into their present 
condition, observe how they are governed, how they contribute to 
the strength of the state, and then remark upon the advantage to 
which they might be turned as military bodies. 

The I'liyats* in general are not original Persians, but may be 
compared to foreign shoots grafted upon the main stock. The 
original Persian is to be found in the cities, and in the old-esta¬ 
blished towns and districts of the provinces. The accretion of 
new population flowed in both from the east and the west. Until 
the conquest of Persia by the Saracens (a. d. 651), her people 
might be said to be unmixed. They having conquered the 
country, spread themselves even to Balkh, Bokhara, and Merv, 
were incorporated with the Persian nation, and, it is said, first 
inoculated it with roving propensities. The next tribe of wan¬ 
derers was brought from the eastward, in 1234, with J engfz 
Khan, which was followed by Timur, who crossed and re-crossed 
Persia so frequently, that many of his hordes were even left in 
Turkey, where they exist to this day under the name of Yuruk 
[wanderer]. 

Such in general terms may be called the origin of the I'liydts, 
but each tribe has its own particular history, recording whence it 
came, and by whom it was introduced into Persia. Many have 
become inhabitants of cities and villages, therefore the tribes are 
classed into whstt are called Shehr-nishm, or dwellers in cities, 
and Sahrd-nishm, or dwellers in the field A few only have ad¬ 
hered to their original modes of life, and abide all the year round 


* I'liyat and I'l&t (Memoirs of Abdu-1 Kerim, by Gladwin, p. 29) are the Arabic 
plurals of Fliyah or Flah, singulars formed from the Turkish word FI, or its deri¬ 
vative I'll, FI, and consequently Flah, signifies a family or tribe, and is synony¬ 
mous with tie Arabic wurd ’ashirah, used for “tribe” by the Kurds. Hence, it 
may be remarked, the names of several Turkish provinces, Fch-11, Hamfd-flf, 
Khojah-ilf, Rfim.f If, &c., mean the country inhabited by “ the Interior Family,” or 
tribe of Hamid, Khojah, the Romans, &c. The first writer who speaks of the 
Fliy&t, under the name of EM, is the learned Jesuit, Villotte (Voyages d’un Mis- 
sionaire, Paris, 1730, p. 112).- Accounts of them are also given by M. Rousseau 
(Notice Historique de la Perse), Sir J. Malcolm (History of Persia, vol. i. p. 502), 
Sir W. Ouseley (Travels, vol. i. p. 307), M. Jaubert (Voyages, 240, 241, 250-256), 
Malte-Brun (Precis de la Geographie, vol. iii. p. 280), and M. Duprfi (Voyage eu 
Perse, Paris, 1819, vol. ii. p. 452).—F. S. 
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in tents, in the winter keeping to the plains, and in the summer, 
seeking the pasturage of the mountains. In their own estimation, 
they look upon the Shehr-nishins ,as degenerate, applauding the 
hardihood and simplicity of manners of those who have no other 
dwelling-place than the tent, and reviling those who recur to the 
luxuries of a house and the protection of a city. 

The principal tribes are as follows :— • 

1. The K&jar.* * * § This is the tribe of the present king of Persia, 
and takes its origin from Turkistan. It came into Persia with 
O'gtiz Khan, grandson of Jengfz, and branches of it have taken 
root in Kazwfa and the territory of Erivan. TkerS is a popular 
notion, however, that its origin is from Damascus, and the circum¬ 
stance which calumny has evidently added, that many of the tribe 
formed part of the army of the hated Yezi'd, who killed their be¬ 
loved Imam Husein, helps much to increase the odium in which 
they are held. They are subdivided into six smaller families, viz.: 
Kavanlu, Devehlu, Shambeydti, Ydk&ri-b&sh.y and Kaj&r Kazvim. 
The king’s family is of the Kavanlus, and his mother of the 
Ydkarf-bashes. They do not count altogether more than 400 
houses, or, as they are called, Khdnehwdrs and their chief place 
of residence is Aster-fLMd and Tehran. Some few are at Erivan 
and Merv, and generally at all places governed by a Shah-z6deh, 
or king’s son. They are all Shehr-nishms , or dwellers in cities. 
Their old wandering habits, however, break out in the spring. 
Fat-li ’All Shah invariably quitted his winter quarters, or kishldk 
of Tehrdn, and proceeded to his Yaiiak , or summer quarters of 
Sultamyeh, O'j&n, Fi'ruz Kuh, or Cheshmeh ’Ah', as suited the 
humour or necessity of the day, and there spread his camp and 
his cattle over the surrounding pasturages. 

2. The Afsh&rs. They call themselves originally of the 
Turkoman tribes, and are divided into two principal branches, 
Shiimlu and Kirkl(i.§ This is a large tribe, and*counts altogether 
about 20,000 houses, but it is not held in high estimation by the 
king, who does not willingly give their members places of confi¬ 
dence about his person, perhaps owing to the ancient grudge 
handed down in his family against the famous Nadir, who was an 
Afshar, and who killed Fat-h ’Ay Kh£n, their ancestor, the first 
powerful chief of the Kijars. Nadir was of the Kirklu, and 
they who are famous for their vaunting, do not pride themselves a 
little upon their affinity to so great a conqueror. They principally 
reside in towns, and are to be found in the greatest numbers at 


* Probably K&ehfir, (fugitive,) from their attack flying.—-F. S. 

f Upper-head.—F. S. 

X Kh&neh is now pronounced Khdneh in Persia.—F. 8. 

§ Forty-ers, from Kirk, “ forty,”—F. S. 
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Abi'vcrd, the birth-place of N&dir, and at Kcl&t, the place he so 
carefully peopled and strengthened. 

3. The Arabs. This tribe 'is originally from the province of 
N ejd, in Arabia Felix, and its descent is of the purest Arab 
blood. In the reign of Shah Isma’il, it is said that from 2000 to 
3000 families were transported from that country to a tract of 
pasture ground to range over from Ardistan to Her&t and Mesh- 
hed, in which they have increased to about 6000 tents. They 
more particularly retain their pastoral habits, aiuT are almost all 
Sahrd-nishm, or dwellers in the plains. They arc of the Sunni 
sect, and partly preserve their language, although they have 
changed their national costume. Their principal and purest 
branches are the Manmri, Amen, Khezdi, She-haziDoheisi, 
Zangi, Meishmest, Kami , Keldbi, Baseri, and Nakhi. 

4. Lak.* This is a very large tribe, subdivided into many 
families; they are Persians, and tradition teaches them to date 
their origin from the Kaianian dynasty, Kai in ancient Persian or 
Pehlevi meaning either a great king or a giant. The Zends, the 
tribe of the famous JCerim Khan, are Laks, and one and all 
arc renowned for being thieves. They are much dispersed 
throughout Persia, but their principal seats are about Kazvin, 
and in the provinces of I££rs and Mazanderan. Their chief 
families are the Beirdnavend, f Khojahvend, £ Nadavend, Naka- 
vcnd, Jclilawend, ’Abdu-l-meliki, and Siyahvakhsh&n. Part of 
this tribe look upon ’Ah' as^ God, and are called Naseri from the 
name of their chief, who, they say, first gave rise to this doctrine. 
It is affirmed that Mohammed, the false prophet, sent Naseri, 
one of his friends, to accompany ’Ah' to the wars—that when they 
reached the Shatt , or the Euphrates, the latter sent Naseri to 
reconnoitre the stream, and inquire of the fishes where was the 
ford. An ancient fish replied, “ He who sent you to us also 
knows the ford.”* Upon which Naseri returned, and exclaimed, 
addressing ’All, “ You are God!” ’All at that instant killed him, 
but brought him to life again. “ Now I know for certain that 
you are God,” said Naseri; and thus commenced his belief. 
They are also called ’All Ilahi, or ’All-God-men, and do not 
acknowledge the supremacy of. Mohammed. They have books 

* Called Le/hzy M. Jouaunin (Extrait d’un Itinfiruire en Perse, par M. [Rousseau,] 
Paris, 1813, p. 9). Lek and Lak are spelt with the same letters, but differently 
pronounced in different provinces. They are the third division (kism) of the Kurds, 
otherwise called Kelhoran (Jehan-numa, p. 449).—F. S. 

f It is probable that branches of the same tribe may have been affiliated in the 
different divisions of the Kurds, for the Beir&ucvend are placed in tho French List 
(p. 9) among the Pfsh-kdh Lors.—F. S. 

t The Khojahvends and Bayats are l%ts, and speak the Turkish language 
(Malte-Brun, vol. iii. p. 287).—F. S. 
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of their own, and acknowledge a Pir,* or saint, in whom they 
place great faith. Their total numbers are reckoned at about 
20,000 houses, and they live partly,in cities and partly keep the 
plain. 

5. Fcili. This is the most numerous tribe in Persia, and is 
the more formidable from being collected in one region, not dis¬ 
persed, like most of the others, in small detachments in different 
parts, but living compact and united. It consists of 100,000 
houses, which occupy the western side of the mountains of Lu- 
ristan, the territory of Shuster, Dizfiil, Havizeh, the banks of the 
Korkheh and the Karun, and are mostly Sahril-nishins. Some 
part of this tribe have retired to the mountains to a place called 
Paslit K(ili, which may be rendered the ‘ ‘back of the mountain,” 
where taking advantage of the inaccessible position of their dwel¬ 
ling-places, they profess to be independent of the government. 

6. I3ay6t. This i$ a small tribe, calculated at about 1,000 
houses, which originated in Turkistan, and is dispersed in towns 
and cities through different parts of Persia. 

7. Kurd. These are branches of the same people who inhabit 
the mountains on the frontier of Turkey, and were brought by 
Shah Isms'll from Kurdistan, and settled on the eastern fron¬ 
tier of Persia, to check the inroads *of the Turkomans. They 
then consisted of 4,000 houses, which now have increased to 
50,000. They are formidable both on account of their numbers 
and bravery. They retain much of their language,-}- although they 
have quitted their characteristic dress, and adopted that of Persia. 
Their principal places to the eastward are Burujud,^ KMbushan, 
Isfcr&yin, Cliinaran, and Derqjez. Many live in tents and some 
in houses. They are subdivided into SliAdilu, Kar£-eherehlu, and 
Yezidis, and are still famous for their thieving and plundering 
talents. 

* 

5. Kurd Bacheh, or Kurdish Children. This small tribe has 
arisen from an intermixture of the Kurds and Laks. The I'liy&ts 
do not intermarry without the permission of their Elders, without 
which precaution murder and bloodshed frequently take place 
among them. In this instance the intermarriages took place by 
the mutual consent of both parties, whence sprung the Kurd 
Bachehs, or the Children.of Kurds. * 

8. Aim&k. These are Sunni in religion, and of an Afghan 
origin, though some say they originally came from TurkistAn. 

* Pir, »\c. senior, and technically, spiritual superior, saint.—F. S. 

f The Kurd tongue is an ancient dialect of the Persian, as appears from Father 
Garzoni’s Gramm at ica Gurda, Roma, 1787. —F.S. 

+ Bujnurd (Fraser).—F. S. 



234 - 


\ 


Mr. J. Morier on the 


They consist of about 50,000 houses, and are all Sahrd-nishms. 
Their chief places of residence are in the southernmost parts of 
Khor&sag, near Kar£ KMf # and Bakhez. They are in great 
measure mdentified with the Hezdreh. 

9- Hezrireh. This tribe is called 50,000 houses in number, 
and live in the neighbourhood of Kandahar and K&bul, and in 
Sfst£n. They are Afghdns, and live in towns and villages. 

10. Baluch. These live mostly in tents, and are calculated at 
3000 to 4000 families in the S. of Persia.* 

11. Bdjibhn. Two hundred houses. 

12. Khoddbendehlu, or, the Servants of God. They acknow¬ 
ledge ’All for God; consist of 1,000 families, live for the greatest 
part near Tehr&n, and call themselves of old Persian origin. 

33. Bakhtiydri.* This is a tribe of mountaineers, who inhabit 
the high lands of Lur, and are remarkable for being a brave, 
hardy race of people. They calculate their numbers at about 
100,000 houses, and the account which they give of themselves, is 
that they came from Rum (a general word for Turkey) and that 
they .are not of Persian origin. Their language has much of the 
oM Farsi in it, and has great affinity to that of the Laks. The 
tribe is mostly spread in the Ydildks and Kishlaks, that is, summer 
and winter quarters, from Kirman to K&zerun, and from Koin to 
Shuster. They live in villages of about twenty to thirty houses 
each, in difficult nooks of«the mountains wherever they can get 
water and grass, and some establish themselves in caves of remote 
and dangerous access. It is remarkable that at a burial, they 
makp the same rejoicings as the Persians do at a wedding. They 
collect (together, and dance round the grave to the sound of music 
and 'singing. Should the man about to be buried have been 
killed in battle, they rejoice the more, for then they look upon 
his death as halal, or guiltless. Should he die away from his 
own house, his relations set up a ccenotaph, place his cap, arms, 
and other effects upon it, and dance as before. Their principal 
stronghold is about two posts from Dizful, shortly called Dez, 
but in the Bakhtiyan dialect Dezimiyunedezu, f and it is repre¬ 
sented as situated in the middle of a long, narrow defile, which 
it commands. It was hero that a famous rebel chief, Asad Khdn, 
in the year 1813, took refuge, and surrendered himself afterwards 
to Mohammed ’Ah' Mirzd, the governor of the province. The 
Bakhtiydrf are now divided into two principal branches, the Haft 
Leng and Chahdr Leng, which again are subdivided into many Tus 

* The Bakhtiyari are Lurs, or Lons.—F. S. 
f Deal m!y&neh Dezu; Dez, mid*way between the two Dezes ?—F. S. 
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or Shafts. Leng in their dialect means foot, and the origin of the 
above designations, was, it is said, produced by a demand made 
on the tribe in ancient times for nylitary contributions ip men and 
horses. One part of the tribe, the Haft Leng, or Seven Feet, 
was taxed in one-seventh proportion, whilst the Chahar Leng, or 
Four Feet, was taxed ope-fourth. Their property is calculated 
by numbers of horses; thus when in one case seven feet, or one 
horse and three quarters, was levied, the other only contributed 
four feet, or one horse. _ The Bakhtiyari pride themselves much 
upon their hospitality, ind assert that any one of their old women 
would gdtbe length even to sell herself for a slave, rather than that 
a guest should want food. But, it was said at the time that this in¬ 
formation was received, that the whole tribe was at variance among 
themselves, and my informer asserted that he himself had received 
sixteen wounds in various affrays in which he had been engaged 
in the Mejlis, or assembly of his relatives. They are so prone to 
rebellion, that if assisted from abroad, it is said, they would never 
submit to the dominion of Persia, for they assert decidedly, that 
they are not of Persian origin. They do not like the presence 
of strangers, and are not difficult in robbing them, whenever they 
fall in their way. They are true to their Khans, and will espouse 
their cause whenever called upon so to do. The Sh&h has con- 
consequcntly many families of them in separate villages about 
Tehran, as hostages for the good behaviour of the remainder, and 
retains 2000 in his pay as Sarbaz,* or disciplined soldiers. 

14. Shek^gi.f This is a large tribe, said to consist of about 

50,000 houses, principally inhabitants of the northern province of 
Azerbaijan, and are dispersed over the districts of Hasht-rud, 
Gcrm-rud, Miy&neh, and ^rdebil. The late Prince ’^.bbas 
Mirzft drew from them the greatest part of his infantry, disciplined 
after the European manner, and very good soldiers they are re¬ 
puted to make, if properly managed. Their language is the 
Turkish. * 

15. Sh£h-seven. The principal members of this tribe are in 
Azerbaijan; they are also in numbers about Tehran, and live 
mostly in tents. N ridir Sh£h dispersed them throughout different 
parts of Persia. Their present force is calculated at 20,000 
families. About 100 SMh-sevens are Gholdms, or privates in 
the king’s service, performing the duties of body-£uard; their 
language is the Turkish,£ and their origin from Turkstdn. 

16. Memacenni. This tribe is remarkable for the resemblance 
of its name to that of the Memaceni, mentioned in Quintus 


* Sar-baz, literally a man who sports with his head, an enfant perdu. —F. S. 
f Probably Shagh&ghf. See Malte-Brun, vol. iii. p. 288.—F> S, 

X As is their name, signifying ** love king.”—F, S. 
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Curtius (lib. vii. c. 6) as the opposcrs of Alexander.* They 
pride themselves upon their antiquity, say they arc the descendants 
of Rustam, that they came frorp the province Sigist&n,f and pre¬ 
serve their original wildness and independence by keeping almost 
constantly to the wilds and fastnesses of F&rs, and being the 
interrupters of the public security, by their repeated attacks upon 
travellers. Two of the principal tir are the Rustamf and the 
Zdl i.J Their principal haunt is the Kal’eh Sefid, or the White 
Castle, on the confines of Mardasht, a strong position on an almost 
inaccessible hill, on the summit of which they have their habita¬ 
tions, and pur,suc their agriculture. Their numbers are calculated 
at ten to twelve thousand houses. They are great admirers of the 
Shdh-N&meh§ of Firdausi, and pretend to have a history of their 
own, winch, however, no one has ever yet been able to procure. 

It does not appear that any of the tribes have written records, 
and it must be confessed that the information here acquired 
concerning their numbers, must be held as very uncertain, such 
a thing as a census of the population or a register for births 
and deaths being unknown in Persia. The traditions of the 
tribes are oral, and whenever they pretend to great antiquity, they 
immediately ascend to the fabulous ages of their historians, where 
all is darkness. I have not heard of their possessing any popular 
ballads, which can throw light upon their history. Each tribe 
has a patois of its own, bearing more or less affinity to the Persian, 
but whatever books they possess, are in the Persian language. 

The different tribes are now so much spread throughout the 
provinces, that they have almost lost that union which could 
render them formidable. It is evidently the policy of the govern¬ 
ment to disperse them, and it does so, keeping their chiefs as hos¬ 
tages about the person of the kirfg. Great efforts have been 
made to disperse the Arab tribes, but ineffectually; consequently 
their chiefs are feared, and precautions taken to secure proper 
hostages for their *good behaviour. 

Such of the tribes as have become inhabitants of cities, are 
subject to the laws and regulations which rule the community 
they have adopted—generally speaking they are employed as 
servants, attached to their Khans either in a military or domestic 
capacity. » 

The Sahr£-nishms, although taxed in various ways, and made 
to contribute to the military exigencies of the state, are compa- 

* Alexander was then near Maracanda (Samarkand). The resemblance is pro¬ 
bably apparent, not real; as Memakeni (the name given in Quintus Curtius) and 
Memacenni differs by one and that a very different letter, and the former were far 
from Persia.—F. S. 

f Also called Sigistan, Siyistau, or Sistan.—F. S. 

$ Zai was the father of Rustam, hence these Rustamians and Zalians.—F. S. 

§ Sh&h-nameh, i.e. Rook of Kings, the great heroic poem containing the history, 
or rather legends, of the ancient kings.—F, S, 
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ratively less molested than the other inhabitants. Their wealth 
consists principally in cattle, which yields them a considerable 
revenue, and which they prefer to # that produced by the cultiva¬ 
tion of the soil. They breed camels and horses for sale, and their 
sheep yield milk, which is made into raughan (liquid butter), and 
sold throughout the country. The peculiar privileges of the 
I'liyats consist in liberty to range over districts from which no one 
can dispossess them. They ascend in the surhmer to cold regions 
called Ya'ildk, where they find pasture, and in the winter keep 
to their Kvshluk,* tracts which enjoy a warmer climate. These 
Yail&ks and Kishl&ks, are defined to each tribe by, the govern¬ 
ment, and whenever their limits are encroached upon by unprivi¬ 
leged tribes, violent strifes and battles ensue. 

The existence of these migratory tribes being advantageous to 
the government, they are little oppressed. They are taxed at 
certain established rates upon each head of cattle, and .are called 
upon to serve in the kjng’s armies. They pay at the rate of five 
piastres for each camel, one piastre for each cow, the same for 
mares, one ’abbasf or quarter-piastre for a sheep. When they 
cultivate the ground, they are fined according to the rates exacted 
from the other Rayahs.j- Should they not be cultivators, each 
ten Khaneh or houses provide one horseman mounted and armed ; 
and each five, one footman, or Tufenkchf.J These receive forage 
from the Shah. The horseman’s pay is about eight turnons § 
annually, for which he serves six months in the field, the other six 
he remains at home. He is paid twice in the year, half and half, 
in advance, and during the time he is*in actual service receives a 
daily allowance of one man barley for his horse, and straw in pro¬ 
portion. The horsemen arc obliged to attend the muster and the 
review, which the king makes ;ffter the N au-lluz,[| of all his troops, 
properly mounted and equipped, or they are severely punished. 
The Tufenkchi, or foot-soldier, get seven tumans per annum, and 
half the year remains at home. The wages sre paid into the 
hands of the Khan of the tribe, who then delivers over the money 
to the subaltern officers, called Sultans and Bm-bashis,^[ who pay 


* Also written Yai'la and Kishli; these are Turkish words, belonging' to the 
Jaghat&'i, or Chaghtui, the ancient dialect spoken by the Moghols and TitarB.— 


F. S. 


t Rayah is the common Turkish abbreviation of ri’ayyah, i.e. tributary: the 
■’fine word is often pronounced ri’ayyat, and thence spelt ryot by_Anglo-lndian 
writers.—F. S. • 

1 A Turkish word now much used in Persia and India, It signifies “ a mus- 
quetecr.”—F. S. 

§ 6/. 8*., a tfim&n being about 16s. 

I ( t( New-day,” i.e. New-year’s Day; a great festival held at the Vernal Equinox. 


Thousand-heads, Bing-Mshl in the Constantinopolitan Turkish, often pro¬ 
nounced BimMshi by the Persians and Arabs, but the last letter is sSghir nun, i.e. 
»ff> not n. —F. S. 
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the soldiers. This promotes peculation. The Khan subtracting 
his share, the Mi'rz& or scribe his, and the subalterns theirs, while 
the poor soldier deems himsel/ very lucky if he gets one-half of 
that which is his due. Agha Mohammed Shah, the eunuch-king, 
used to pay the troops with his own hand. The great advantage 
of being military servants, is protection to their families; the go¬ 
vernors of villages and other men in office, not daring to molest 
them under such circumstances. 

The I'liyats are not compelled to bestow their labour upon 
public works, like the other Rayahs—they keep exclusively to 
their tents, and tend their cattle. The taxes they pay, are levied 
by their chiefs, who account with the government. Those who 
are inclined to elude taxation, frequently do so by secreting their 
cattle in the mountains. 

In their different small communities, they are governed by 
Rish-sefids (literally. White-Beards), or Elders, who have no 
other emblem of power or superiority to show than a white beard. 
Old age is extremely respected by them, and generally by all 
Persians, and is indulged with great liberties. A Rfsh-sefid, a 
poor miserable old man, will not fail whenever his tribe is op¬ 
pressed, to make a journey purposely to remonstrate with the 
governor of the province, and abuse him to his face ; and so 
careful are the governors not to offend these influential persons, 
that they bear their reproof with moderation, and are fain to be 
civil. Their disputes are decided by their Rfsh-seffds; even the 
ordonnances of their Hakims, or governors, are referred to them. 
In all cases of marriage, tfie Elder is first consulted, and his con¬ 
sent procured as a preliminary. The tribes seldom intermarry— 
the Elders recommend families whose daughters may be selected 
for wives; but whenever one tribe 'refuses to give their daughters 
in marriage to another, it is esteemed an affront, and a motive for 
strife. 

The Persian government is ever jealous of the migration of 
these tribes, and they cannot remove from one province to another 
without first having obtained the Shah’s permission. In times of 
trouble, such as the death of the king, frequently, if they be strong 
enough to encounter opposition, they pass from their old haunts 
to better places. , 

We have said before that the possessions of the I'liyats consist 
of cattle. '.There are camels, horses, mares, cows, oxen, mules, 
asses, sheep, and goats, beside a fine race of dogs. Their pas¬ 
tures, although open to the Shah, the princes, and other great 
men of the country, may also be said to be their property, inas¬ 
much as they have liberty to range over them, unless there has 
been issued a kuruk or prohibition. 

From the pastures which are appropriated to the use of the 
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Sh£h and the princes, such as Sultaniyeh, O'jan, See., they are 
totally excluded, unless they receive permission, for which they 
pay a certain quantity of the produce of their flocks. For in¬ 
stance, in 1815 the Shah did not go to Sultaniyeh, and he allowed 
the I'liydts to feed their cattle there, provided they furnished him 
with 1000 mans of raugkan, or preserved butter. 

Their property, if it may he so called, consists in tents, 
carpets, bedding, cooking utensils, large cauldrons in which they 
boil the raughan, or preserved butter, skins to shake the butter 
and sour milk in, and all the rude furniture of shepherds. 
Much of their furniture consists of camel pack-saddles, orna¬ 
mented bridles for the chief camel, besides other ornaments in 
beads, &c. Among the Kurdish tribes the women ride in 
1cajdwells* which are cage-like panniers placed on each side of 
the camel, each large enough to contain a woman. Then there 
are saddles for horses, and pdlans f for mules, and a sort of 
padded cushion for ^he back of their oxen, to which they lash 
their tents. 

An riiydt of middling fortune possesses about a hundred sheep, 
three or four camels, three or four mares, ten asses, &c., which 
may yield him a revenue of forty to fifty tumans.^ A man who 
possesses a thousand sheep, thirty camels, twenty mares, <Scc., is 
reckoned a rich man. Each sheep may be valued at two piastres, 
a camel at ten, a mare at eight, an ass at three. Such a property 
would yield a revenue of four hundred tumans.§ This is derived 
from the wool and milk of sheep, the wool and hire of the camels, 
the colts from the mares and asses* the female camel brings 
forth once every two years, the mare every year, the sheep once. 
In some parts of Persia, particularly among the Kurds, who enjoy 
the finest pasturage, the ewe# produce twice a year. There are a 
few rich Persians, whose possessions and modes of life assimi¬ 
late to those of the patriarchs of old. Such was ’Fsa Khan, of 
Turbet, who was calculated to possess 160,04)0 sheep, 20,000 
camels, 6,000 mares, and other cattle in proportion. Ahmed 
Khan, of Maraghah, was also an immensely rich farmer. The 
Wall of Sehnah, and several others, might also be classed among 
those leading patriarchal lives. 

The patrimony of an I'liyat is divided among his children, 
according to the Muselman law: two-thirds to the sons, and 
one-third to the daughters, the latter taking the Clothes and 
valuables belonging to the mother. 


* Or Kaj&bah.—F. S. 

t Pronounced pil&n, according to the mode of sounding the final fin, prevalent 
in Persia for at least a century and a half (Koempfer, Amcsnitates Exotica), Preface 
p. ult.)—F. S. 

t 35/, to 43/. 15«.—*F. S. § -350/. 
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The value of an Fliyut tent is about six to seven tfimans. It 
is made of goats’ hair, consisting of cloths about a foot and a 
quarter in width, wove by the women. All the members of a 
family, men, women, and children, are usually employed spinning 
goats’ hair, which is either in actual use in the loom, or laid by 
for sale. They weave the cloth in a portable loom, which they 
fix in the rudest manner possible, but which answers all the 
purposes for which it is intended. This cloth is of strong texture, 
impervious to rain, and will last twenty years. The covering of 
one of the tents is generally about forty feet in length, and twenty 
in breadth, sjnd is erected upon a range of poles, the back and 
sides being fitted up with reeds made into walls, and is fastened 
to the ground with pegs. The tents arc extremely rude, and do 
not show any appearance of attention to comfort. In Azerbaijan 
and the more northern, and consequently rainy countries, they 
have another sort of tent, which has been borrowed from the 
Turkomans. This consists of ribs united, and, when open, is 
like a cage, on which thick felts are thrown, and it is entered by a 
narrow door. It is called alajeh;* the goats’ hair tents are 
called karah chader, or black tent. 

The encampments of the I'liyats are generally of about twenty 
to thirty tents together, which they pitch mostly without any great 
attention to regularity. They aye also to be seen in a circle as 
well as in line, and appear conspicuous on a light soil, owing to 
their black colour; on a dark soil they are scarcely perceptible, 
particularly under the shadow of a mountain. The tents are 
close to each other, but the ‘different encampments may be a mile 
or two asunder, according to the convenience of grass and water. 

The I'liyats feed principally on the produce of their flocks, and 
eat sour milk, cheese, dough or butter-milk, and much raughan, 
or preserved butter. Their annual expenses are much less than 
those of the inhabitants of cities; for, excepting their clothes, 
copper utensils, p&ck-saddles, and ornamental luxuries, they sup¬ 
ply all their own necessities. Their simple manner of living (not 
to mention their being out of the way of extortion) may be cal¬ 
culated at one hundred per cent, cheaper than in the town. 
They make their own tents or dwelling places, weave their own 
carpets and hammocks or felts^, cut their own wood, and bum 
their own charcoal; they kill their own meat, make their cheese 
and butter , 0 and their lives are far more free from disease and 
local complaints. Their dress does not differ from that of other 
Persians, except in its extreme meanness. A man rich in cattle, 
will appear with a coat to his back that scarcely holds together, 
and in such indifferent dresses, but with no other covering over 


* Or al&jak, «< a portable hut,”—a Cbghatai term.—F. 8, 
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their heads than their tents, they, their women and children, will 
brave all the rigour of winter. The favourite wife or child enjoy 
whatever luxury of dress belongs to the tribe, consisting of gold 
bracelets, necklaces, silver and gold ornaments for the hair; fre¬ 
quently a handkerchief is edged with perforated silver coin, and 
bandeaus of the same are tied about the head and neck. It is 
not uncommon to meet with ancient medals suspended about the 
neck and heads of the I'liydt women and children. 

The time of,the I'liyat’s rest is the winter, when his flocks are 
not productive, and require no other care than being led to pas¬ 
ture. The men then help the women to weave carpets and tent 
cloths, or spin goats’ hair. At the appaoacli of spring all is then 
full of activity; the ewes bring forth, then the lambs are tended; 
then shearing comes on, the flocks require constant milking, and 
the numerous uses to which the milk is consigned, that is, butter, 
dough, and raughan, require much work, which the men perform. 
The women, too, are very laborious: they pitch and unpitch their 
encampments when oA a march, load and unload the beasts of 
burthen, attend the children and the young animals: they sit 
down in companies to spin, and help to churn and make sour 
milk. The drudgery is for the women, the business of protec¬ 
tion, purchase and sale, and all the greater interests of the com¬ 
munity, for the males. 

The I'liyats break up their winter encampments one month 
after the festival of the Nau-Ruz— i. e. one month after the sun has 
entered the sign Aries, and travel by ea§y journeys, of two to three 
miles each day, to what they call the €er-hadd, or the boundary 
between the cold and hot region: there they stay for about a 
month and then travel on again to their Yailak, where they en¬ 
camp during the heats of summer, and where they remain about 
seventy days; they then return to the Ser-hadd, where they remain 
another month , 1 and at length reach their old haunts in the Kish- 
luk for the winter. Many direct their motion# by the rising of 
the stars, and many by the appearance of the snowy mountains. 
They are unmolested in their passage, and perhaps may give a 
slieep or so to the lords of the villages near which they travel. 
The ground upon which they encamp is improved by their pre¬ 
sence, since it is strengthened by the manure they leave. 

Their mode of calculating projlbrty is by sheep : they pay their 
shepherds in sheep. In their own dealings, in their purchase of 
oxen, &c., they pay in sheep. A man killing one of their dogs 
is liable to be fined four sheep. Among the villages, too, in their 
smaller dealings, the Persian Rayah deals with liis neighbour, 
not in money, but in kind, corn, wool, straw, &c, Three months 
after the Nau-Ruz they separate the rams from the ewes, and feed 
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them till they are mest* At the beginning of the sign Mizcrn, . 
or Libra, they turn them into the flock, by which the ewes bear at 
about the Nau-Rfiz, and some of the Iliyats celebrate this event 
by music, songs, and merry-making. Shearing takes place twice 
in the year; the first time after the N au-Ruz, about the 20th of 
May, and the second at the Miz&n. They give of their wpol 
and other produce of their flocks, which is called by the general 
name of Kashf,f to *the poor in alms. At the time of the new 
lambs they take portions of their milk, which they make into 
curds, cream, ka‘imdk,J and fresh cheese, and send it to their* 
friends as a complimentary gift, marking the return of the season. 
A shepherd has the care of three hundred sheep, and is pakl in 
kind, both in wool and lambs. 

From what has been said, it is evident that the I'liyats, as raw 
materials for the formation of troops, must be of considerable 
consequence to the state of which they are the subjects. .They 
are soldiers by nature, as far as the mere habit of the man goes, 
but it must be added, they are difficult of discipline, owing to 
their clan-like propensities. Those on the frontier frequently 
give rise to feuds and war. One of the principal objects 
of the war carried on by the Persians against Russia was to in¬ 
duce the I'liyats of Karabagh, Sheki, &c., to return to their alle¬ 
giance to the Sli&h. On the frontiers both of Turkey and Russia 
the same scenes of clandestine migration take place as those de¬ 
scribed by Herodotus of the Scythian nomades. Cyaxares 
seemed to be as well aware of their worth as ’Abbas Mfrza was, 
for he received those who fled with great kindness and showed 
them much favour. One of the great sources of bickering be¬ 
tween the Turks and Persians are the Kurds on their frontier, 
who migrate from the-one state too the other, as best suits their 
humour or interests. Good legislation would no doubt soon turn 
them into peaceable and industrious communities; but as the 
eastern governments are at present constituted, the vast regions 
inhabited by these wanderers must continue mere tracts of 
waste, adapted solely to the uses of armed shepherds and lawless 
freebooters. 


* Literally “ intoxicated.”—F. S. f “The opening,” i,e. first-fruits,—F. S. 

% Clouted &eam.—F. S. 



{ *243 ) 


XX.—: Vocabulary of Names of Places , fyc.in Moghribu-l-A ksa y 

or the Empire of Marocco } By fhe Chevalier Count G it a be ug 

af Hemso, Hon. Mem.R.A.S., & R.G.S. Par. and Lond., &c. 

The inconvenience occasioned by the discordance in our maps 
of Marocco with respect to the names of the same place, and the 
difficulty, in Sbme instances, of ascertaining what is the name 
J given to a place by the natives, led the compiler of the following 
Vocabulary to collect from Arab writers and intelligent Mogh- 
rebines as complete a list as could be obtained of all the pro¬ 
vinces, # cities, rivers, mountains, and tribes, included in that Em¬ 
pire These are given both in the Arabic and Roman character, 
with their respective % longitudes and latitudes, wherever they 
could be obtained, and occasionally short notes, giving the 
meaning of the name, or some collateral notice respecting the 
place. 

As great confusion lias arisen from the ambiguity of the Eng¬ 
lish orthography, our older Orientalists in the seventeenth cen¬ 
tury usually imitated the Italians, whose system of spelling is 
the most simple and invariable of any generally known to 
Europeans. Sir William Jones, on t£e formation of the Asiatic 
Society, improved on this method by reducing it to still greater 
clearness and precision. The* principles on which it rests, and 
the inconvenience occasioned by the want of such a standard, 
are ably stated in his Dissertation on the Orthography of 
Asiatic Words in Roman Letters/ at the commencement of the 
Asiatic Researches. That system, with some small modifica¬ 
tion, has been here followed; and as the subjoined alphabet will 
make the reader immediately acquainted with the application of 
it to the Arabic character, it will be sufficient here to add, that its 
fundamental principle is, to give invariably the same symbol for 
each letter in the original, so that any word may be at once 
transferred without danger of error, to its proper character. 
The foreign words, morcver, will be correctly pronounced if the 
reader will take the trouble to recollect, that the vowels have 

VOL. VIi.‘ 
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the sound given to them in the Italian, the consonants that which 
they have in the English language. The long vowels, and con¬ 
sequently emphatic syllables, t are distinguished by an accent. 
The diphthong by a diuresis. 

The greater part of this Vocabulary was compiled at Tangier, 
and the learned and intelligent natives to whom the compiler 
was chiefly indebted were: 

1. The Talib (student) Sidi Mohammed ben Idris , el War dim, 
el Himyari, native secretary to the Swedish Consulate at Tangier. 

2. El Hdjj (the pilgrim) Sidi ’Abdu-l-kervm ben Talib , of 
Tetuan, a great traveller, who had resided sixteen years at Lisbon, 
and could speak several languages fluently. 

3. El FaMh (the doctor) Sidi-l- Arabi ben Bunas , el Wer- 
tightj of Dubdd, in the province of Kuzt, who had been fifteen 
years an ’adul or clerk in a court of law. He was a Berber. 

4. S'idi-lrHajj ’Ali ben al kadi *Abdu-l-herim i es-Susi , el En- 
fifi, a Sheldh, who, though illiterate, was a very trustworthy 
person, and long in the compiler’s service. 

5. Mohammed ben Mas'(id et-Temsenani , a Berber from Er- 

Rlf, of the tribe of Wariyaghel, gardener to the Swedish Con¬ 
sulate at Tangier. ^ 

6. Father Pedro Martin del Rosario t a Franciscan, Chaplain 

to the Spanish Consulate at that place, well acquainted with both 
Arabic and Amazlgh. » 

7. El Kayid (the Captain) Ahmed ben Suleiman , an Italian 
renegado, originally named Antonio Piloti , master of the ord¬ 
nance to Mulai Suleiman , a very intelligent and well-informed 
man. 

8. Signor Antonio Benedetto Casaccia, Swedish, French, and 
Sardinian Vice-consul at Mogodor, who had resided in Barbary 
for twenty years, and could speak the languages of the country 
very fluently. 

9. Mr. Isaac A ben Sur, a Jew, Interpreter to the British 
Consulate at Tangier. 

10. Ya'kiib ben Sellum f also a Jew, a native of Tangier, and 
interpreter to the Swedish and Sardinian Consulate there. 
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11. M. Jean Baptiste Geoffroy , Dragoman to the French 
Consulate at Tangier. 

The Arabic works consulted w§re: 

1. The well-known history entitled Ebkartas. 

2. JSFoz-hatu-l-hadi bi-Akhbari muluk el-gharb karni-l-hadi 

3. Kitabu-l-ibar wa Akhbari-l-Berber of Ibnu Khaldun. 

4. Kitabu-l-mu’ajjib ji akhbari-l-Maghrib , of the Sheikh 

’Abd-allah el Merakisht. 

5. El-Moghrib ft akhbari-ehli-1rMaghribi, m oi ’I'sa Ben 

Hasem el Andalust, and other historical and geo¬ 
graphical MSS. works. 

But it must be remembered, that the Moors are in general 
very inattentive to orthography, and that the Berbers, who sel¬ 
dom express their own language in writing, have little or no idea 
of spelling their words according to any fixed rule or principle. 

[In the column of authorities, A. signifies Arlett, 6. Badia, B£r. 
Berard, W. Washington; they are only given where actual 
observations were made; for many of the positions of the in¬ 
terior we are indebted to M. D’Avezac’s. Sketch of a Map of 
Northern Africa; many others must be considered only as an 
approximation to the truth, and are merely given to the nearest 
quarter of a degree, to enable the reader to find them in the 
Map.] 


The Arabic Alphabet . 

j- i , •- p 

a , \ a, e, \ i, \ u, o, b ba, ^ bi,j) bu or bo, ^ be’i or 

bai , ban or beu. 

b. 

th , as in through, thing, t or ts, by the Moors ; 

s by' the Turks and Persians. 
j> as in judge. , 

Chirn , ch t as in cheer. This occurs in Berber, not in 
Arabic words. 

£ Ba, h, a very strong aspiration. 

£ Kha, kh , the Scotch, Welsh, Irish, or German ch. 

Dal, d. 


M Elif, 

<-r» Ba y 
CU Ta, 
C J Tha , 


Jim, 
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6 jD hul, dh, i. e. th in thou, they; z in Persian and Turkish. 
j JRd, r, commonly d by the Moors, Egyptians, and Syrians. 
J Zd, s. , 

b Td, t, like double t, a strong dental. 

1? Zd, z, dzt or d. 

CJ Kaf, h. 

? G&f, g f as in good, glad. The three points are placed 
above, in Persian. In Turkish n, i. e. ng or ny ; 
» the Italian gn. 

J Lam, L 

p Mim, m. 

U Nun, n. 

Sad, s, a sharp sibilant like double s. 

Dad, d, like double d. 

^ ’Ain, ’a, ’i, ’u, a sort of catch ; deep in the throat, 

’a'in, pix *ilm, l*ix ’ulema. 

Jot-s sa’d, Jjts jil, pbc* mu’allem. 

^ Gha’in, gh, the r of the Northumbrians, often by the Moors 
like a guttural r. 

uJ Fa, f, the Moors place the point beneath, 
j Kaf, k, a deeper guttural than h, commonly sounded as g 
by the Western Arabs. 

Sl>7l, 8. 

^ Shin, sh. * 

a Ha, a slight aspiration, i final is pronounced as t. 
j Wdw, iv, f,u ; — oo in moon. 

)\ au; = ow in cow, how. 

Yd, y, ; = ee in sweet. 

ai ; — i in high, sigh. 
ei; = ey in they, ay in day. 

<_/ sha, c zh ; s, as in measure, by the Berbers and Sheluhs; 
the French j. 

Hamzah, an abbreviation of Elif, for which it is often 
substituted. 
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Etymtlngits and Remark*. 


’ Abdah, 

province. 

32.3° 

8.30 


The name of a province 
is usually that « the 





chief tribe. 


’Abdun, 

village. 

35.15 

3.15 


The servants. 


' Abdn-n-nebi, 

tomb. 

33.20 

8.10 


The prophet’s servant. Ar. 
AKobbeh, t. e. a saint’s 
tomb. 


Abu ’Anani, 

village. 




Or Bu’Anani. 

jV~ 

— 'Azar, 

village. 

35.15 

3.30 


A place where asses are 
loaded. 

i 

Fekrun , 

river. 




Father-tortoise. The river 
Bat. 

*&>■ ~ 

— } Jar ay ah, 

well. 

29.40 

3. 0 

• 

Place where the ostriches 
deposit their eggs. 

- 

— JJ of rah, 

well. 

33.10 

7- 8 

W. Father-pit. 


— ’Inan, 

village. 

31.30 

1.30 


On the Wad Chit. 

j*o l) —' 

— Nasir, 

tomb. 

33.30 

5.30 


The protector or defender. 

j! h~ 

— Rahrak, 

‘ « 

riv. & Ir. 

34. 3 

6.50 


Father-ripple, vulgo Iiii 
Hegreg. 


— Sellum, 

tomb. 

34.53 

6.21 

A, 

, Father-ladder. 


Adahsun, 

plains. 

32.30 

6 . 0 


Plenty of corn. 


Aden, 

mountain. 

32.30 

4.30 


The mountains are usually 
named after the tribes 
which inhabit them. 


Adendum, 

village. 


• 




O 




Mountains. Her. The 

JA 

Adrur, 

mount.' 




range of the Atlas is so 
ca'lcd. 

sj\ 

Afrah, 

station. 

28. 0 

6 . 0 


On the limit of the desert. 


Afsarah. 

river. .• 




Sandy, or running in the 
sand. Ar. It Bm-. 

fA* 

’Agadir, \ 

town & port. 

30.27 

9.36 

A. 

•A wall. Her. Santa Cruz 
of Europeans, the best 
port on tite Atlantic 


Agarstf, 

* village. 

34.50 

2.20 


coast. 

On the western bank of the 
river Muluyah. 


’Aghla, 

villages. 

O 

34.30 

5.30 


A high green market-place. 
Ar. 

& jj c^Lil 

Aghmat WarikaJh, town. 

31.20 

f -35 


Probably the ancient Boca- 
num llemerwn ¥ 

Jk\- 

— Ailan 

, ruins. 




Or Man. 

rbf® 

’Agulu, 

cape&vil. 

29-49 

9.43 


Country covered with herbs 
or plants. 


Aidu-Agal, 

mount. 

30.40 

9 - 0 


The great mountain. Ber. 
Western Atias. 

wJ' a* 

’Ain-el-berdat, 

• 

, defile. 

30.45 

8.30 

A 

The cold spring. Ar. 

JiUll — 


spring. 

34-45 

6.21 

w. 

The pepper spring. 

jU — 

— halu, 

spring. 




The swegt spring. Ar. 

4s - 

— tugah, 

distr. 

31. 0 

8.30 


Ttigith grass. B ■ Grass 

spring. 

<uui — 

- ud-daliah, 

spring&vil. 

35-38 

5 - 5 'J 

w. 

Vineyard spring. 


Nutc.—l he kif ought to have three points under it, but these marks for distinguishing It, g, and A or n (ngor tip) 
are seldom used in Berber, Persian, and Turkish.—F. S. 
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'Ain Yalah , i 

spring&vil. 

3*. 0 

2.30 

’Aith answcn in Rcrber tc 
Beni orAulad in Arabic, 
and signifies children, 
sons, or tribe. It is often 


\Ai7A Agarith, trite. 



uW — 

— Bamaran, 

id. 



pronounced ’Ait* In Ma 
rocco. 

A few only of the chlei 


— Emuri, 

id. 



tribes are here given. 


— Gkerart, 

id. 




*w- 

— Girwan, 

id. 

33*3° 

3.30 

t 

jW- 

— Is-hah, 

id. 



Tribe of Isaac. 

ifj-^ — 

— Kittwah, 

id. 




t/*** ” 

— Musa, 

id. 




cyjiy- 

- (/I6t, 

id. 




I^Ulc 

— *Othman , 

id. 




• 

— Sadugk, 

id. 



1 


— Shagrushi, 

id. 




iJoJui — 

M 

— Shedidah, 

id. 




±fjy» ~ 

— Tiiemun, 

id. 




JM- 

— Thilian, 

“id. 




Hjw — 

— Yakub, 

id. 



Tribe of Jacob. 

Cjjiiw — 

— Ya'lt&thy 

‘id. 




J J ji- 

— Yezdaky 

id. 




L5^. “ 

— YMy 

id. 

33-15 

4.30 


— 

— Zanah, 

id. 




- 

— Zenteb, 

id. 

31. o 

6.30 


gM' 

Akabliy 

station. 

«7. o 

1. 0 

jij, Corrnptionof Kibli,i.e.SE. 




Assaka ? Wad N bn ? Pos¬ 

A*d£l 

Akasahy 

river. 

38.15 10 . 0 

sibly Azkal or Azoucai of 
Ednai? 

4 

Akkah, 

station. 

38.30 

8. 0 

On the borders of Sahra. 

^r/' 

Akkermut, 

plain. 

31.45 

9-30 


jW 

C 

Aklauy 

hill. 

35-3° 

, _ __ Well-wooded hills, about 

5.50 W. 600 feet high. 

^Lwl 

A ksabei-sh-shurefa, castle 

33- 0 

3.40 

The Castles of the Sheriff 
Ar, 

,0*1! 

Ab'Alem, 

mount. 

30.15 

8. 0 

The landmark or standard. 
The trelllces. A walled 

uAi^M 

Al-’Araishy 

town. 

35-13 

■ 

6 . 9 

\V town and port on the At - 

* lantic. Pop. 4,000. 
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yfyJI 

*dJl 

<Uaiil! 
*«\js2 1 


AlamSs, 

village* 

35.*o 

5. 0 

On the coast of the Medi¬ 
terranean. Alarres. Sp. 

Al-Arib, 

tribty 

28 . 0 

4.20 

Kafllah station on the 11- 
A mits of the desert. 

Al'Audiyah , 

tribes 

28 . 0 

11 . 0 

Valiies or streams. 

The tent-pins; blocks of 

Al-Auidd, 

remains. 

35.35 

5.45 

stone erected round the 
foot of a small circular 
hill. 

A town, a citadel; this is a 

Al-bordn, 

island. 

35.58 

3 . 3 





common name in Maroc- 

Al-ka§bah, 

castle. 

34.»o 

2.50 

co, the position of that 
on the Wad Muluyah is 

Al-kasr kebir, 

town. 

34.57 

5.52 

given. 

W. The great castle. Walled 
town with (HNH)inhabitants. 

Al-kasr saghir, 

village. 

35.40 

5.35 

* The little castleof the Ber¬ 
ber tribe of Magmudah 
on the Mediterranean. 

Al-khozdmah, 

vil. & bay. 

35.14 

3-48 

Village at the mouth of the 
Wad Nakkor. 



Al-minah, 

hill & town. 

35-53 


Al-mudrawah, 

village. 

35.36 


% 

Amasigh, 

people. 


jUrl 

An gad, orAnjad, desert. 

34.30 

\su\ 

Anfd, 

town. 

33.36 

•s 

Aninah, 

hill. 

3*-30 


Anjerah , 

tr. & dist. 

35.30 


The port. Ar. The hill of 
5.20 the port of Sebtah orCeu- 

ta. 

g O Noted for ite tunny fishery, 
" Almadrones of our maps. 

The ‘great.’ The name 
by which the Berbers 
distinguish themselves. 

2 . o On the confines of Moroc¬ 
co and Algiers. 

Ddr el berad, the ancient 
7-40 Anafe, a wailed town of 

700 inhabitants. 

_A range of limestone hills, 
7.15 W. S.E.of the city of Moroc¬ 
co, 6 (H) feet above the 
_ lev el of the plain. 


LUs 

Arddt. 

• •* 

river. 

34.25 

5.30 



Areshkul, * 

village./ 

35.30 

1.30 Bdr. 

A bay and Island in theMe- 
1 diterranean. 

Arkdn is the Ar. and Berh. 
name of the Elsodendxon 
Argon (he. Arkan). 


Arlcdn, 

tribe. 




Asafiy • 

town. 

32.17 

9.13 A. 

Vulg. Saffi. A walled town 
on theAtlantic, pop .9000 

■« 

Asif t 

river. 



River. Bor. 


Asifek, 

id. 


• 

Yonder river. Bee. 


Asif Inwaly 

river. 

31.50 

8.15 

The river Inwal. B. A tri¬ 
butary to the Wad Ten- 
sift. 


A slid, 

town. 

35.28 

6 , 2 A. 

Asilasignifies ‘good.’ (Bek- 
ri in Not.etExtr. xii. 570 .) 

<u 

Assak, 

river. 

29.50 

9-50 

Or Tesset, fern, of Assah 
in Ber. 


Avgustom, 

mount. 

34.30 

4 . 0 



Auldd’Abd-el-kerim, tribe 

33.15 

A 

3-15 

Anted,Sons or children.Ar. 


— Abu ’Aziz, 

id. 

32.45 

8.30 

'Atit means exalted, and 
metaphorically, excel¬ 
lent. 

1 

-b 

— Abu Seba 

id. 

30. 0 

10 . 0 

Father-lion. 


— Al-Ferrash, 

id. 

33.45 

8*30 

The spreader, or thing 
spread, a carpet. 
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jAS- 

Aulad } Amar, 

tribe. 

O 

o 

CO 

8. 0 

1 


■— Bern ’Amer, 

id v 




Lrtjf. — 

— Bu-ris, 

id. 

30. o 

9- 0 

Father-feathers, i.c. snow. 

^0 — 

— Bule'im. 

id. 

29. 0 

8, 0 

Sycamore. 


— Duwe'ib, 

id. 

33-10 

8.30 

Sons of the Itesiegcrs, viz. 
of Masa’gan. 


— Faraji, 

id. 



• 


— Hamrun, 

9 

id. 

29.30 

8. 0 



— Jledejah, 

id. 

34.30 

1.30 



— Ifosein, 

id. 

33- 0 

6. 0 

Remains of an ancient Arab 
tribe. 

- 

— ’I'sa, 

id. 

34.30 

5.15 

Children of I'#a or Jesus. 

- 

— Jar’ah, 

id. 

28.30 

9- 0 


— 

— Menabah, 

id. 





— Mansur, 

id. 

34- 0 

i-45 


u Ussr° — 

— Mohammed , 

id. 




■ — 

— Motaah, 

id. 

34. 0 

4.15 


(jzz* 

— Mottajik, 

*id. 

34.30 

o'. 15 



— Rihaminah, 

id. 

3i-i5 

8. 0 

Tribe and province. 


— Selim, 

•.id. 

30.30 

6. 0 


— 

— Talhah, 

id. 

34.30 

2 . 0 

The children of the gum 
tree (acacia gummifernj. 

*vj — 

— Zeid, 

id. 



Powerful Arab tribe. 


— Zohair, 

id. 



Idem. 


’ Ayun*el-esnam, spring. 

33.30 

4.45 

Idol-springs. 

Cjiy-* 

, Ayun Muluk, fountains. 

34.30 

2.20 

The sources of the Kings. 

*lj 

’ Ayyanah , mount. & d is. 

33. 0 

5- 0 

Country of springs. At. 


&>£» Le. 5 Ayyashah, 
jycj\ Azam or, 
lsJ$)\ Azguri, 
Jj\ Azgun, 
j\ij\ Azkar, 

’ Azlah . 
Azwagah, 


river. 35-3 2 6. a W. Reviving. 


town. 33* i® 8 . >5 

plains. 33-30 4.30 

mount. 33-30 4.20 

dislr. 34 - 3 ° 6 . o 

salt river, 
tribe. 


Olive. Her. A walled town, 
• population about 3,000. 

A pasture ground for cat¬ 
tle. In Her. AzgAr or 
Ezgkr means a bull. 

A plain road. 

Azgar, says Marmol, sig¬ 
nifies a’ country aban¬ 
doned by the sea. It is 
the name of a Ucrbcr 
tribe. 


Or Zuwayah. 
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• 



B. 

L»t.N. 

J £• 

I.«ng.W. 3-c 




0 / 

0 f < Etiflmlagies and Rmarkt 

bb 

Baba, 

promont. 

35-15 

4.10 Father. • 

Velez de la Gomeia (Sp.| 
4,14 .from the name 0/ the 

tribe. 


Badis, 

town* 

35*» a 


Bahrein, 

mount. 


The two seas. 

d^Hall j£*. 

Bahru-d~dolmat, Atlantic. 


The sea of darkness. 


Bahru-l-kabir, id. 


The great sea. 


Bahru-r-Rumi, Mediler. 


The Roman, or Christian, 
sea. 

j t *J\ J s! 

Bahru-ssaghir, id. 


The lesser sea. 

• 

j'yw 

• Bahru-z-zakak, strait. 

• • • 9 


The eastern end of the 
straits of Gibraltar, 


Bar yah, 

town. 

33 .i 6 

floi A. OrMazi’ghao, 
o. 3 * formerly Borelhhah. 

Sjus) 

Basrah, 

village. 


The ancient Banana. 

bb 

Blit? 

river. 

34.15 

6 no Somethinglargethatdwin- 

J tiles into nothing. 

*jt£ 

Be'irah, 

plains. 

32. 0 

7- 45 ^ l’lain with wells. 

b,L 

Be'ilut, 

forest* 

34.15 

Acorn, or oak. Ar. (Qucr- 
6.30 cus Bailout.) 

cr^v?^ 

Belyones, 

village. 

O 


Father of Jonas (?) 


Beni Abu Theibet, tribe. 


. Beni, sons or children, Ar. 

‘V.yy'- 

— AbuToyyah , id. 



U-iH “ 

— Ahrash, 

id. 



L5^ ~ 

- ’Ali, 

•id. * 

31.30 

6.15 The sons of'AM. 


— Alkowi, 

id. 




— ’Amir, 

*id. 



J**- 

— *Ammer , 

tr.& mount. 

33*30 

The mountains generally 
]. 0 take the names of the 

/ 


tribes inhabiting them. 

V~lf- ~~ 

— ’Aros, 

tribe 

35- 0 

5-> 

l}k- 

— Bahliil, 

village. 

33-30 

5. 0 Bahalll, plural 


— Basil, 

tribe& vil. 



lJjLz) - 

— Besari, 

tribe&vil. 

32.30 

3- 0 

- 

— Bu Sa’ud, 

• 

tribe. 


t 

jj ~~ 

— Garir , ’ 

tr.&mount. 


The sons of the unskilful. 


— Gawamudah, tribe. 


Or Guwanmdnh. 

•Vjj/ — 

— Gawernid, 

id. 


Or Guwermd. 

iW- 

— Gebarah, 

id. 





m 


Count Grabero oh the Names 


A L5 H 

.Ben® Geber, 

Lnt.N. 

0 1 

tribe. 

•S& 

Long-W. a-c 

Q f < Etymologies and Remark*- 

— 

— Halit, 

idi 


— 

— Homed, 

id. 

Or Aluned. 

— 

— Hamer, 

• 

village. 

Probably Ahmar thui pro¬ 
nounced. 

cr-^~ 

— Hasan. 

• ' 

tr.&mount. 34* 0 

6. 0 


— Hashim, 

tribe. 

• 

— 

t»T—7 t 

— Yasfaten, 

tr.&mount. 34- o 

3.30 

c^-»V. “ 

— Yasgan, 

tr.&mount. 


— 

— Ibrahim, 

tribe. 

Children of Abraham, 

uAr^ 

— Ifran, 

id. 

(jQjfy, or Yafrun. 


— Ismelanah, 

id. 


k£jcj\ — 

— Ithnuth, 

id. 


< *■"*““ 

— Mansur, 

id. 



— Marnisah, 

id. 


«J^***^° 

— Masil, 

id. 


— 

— Mazubah, 

id. 



— Megher, 

id. 


d^L — 

— Melk, 

11 id. 


ur 8 ]/* 

— Merasen, 

tr.&plains. 



— MesTcin, 

tr. & dist. 32.45 

6.45 W. Children of the poor. 

• 

— Methjildah, tribe. 


•• • 

— ’Obeid, 

tr.&mount. 

A very ancient Arab tribe, 


— ’Omar, 

tribe. 



— Razin, 

id. 


i4«i “" 

— Sabih, 

id. 


c.- 


. 


lX rrf* J , 

— Sahld, 

id. 34-45 

3-30 


— Sa’id, 

t 

id. 34.45 

3 . 0 

ijUt — 

— Tamarah, 

• 

id. 

Abounding in data. 

j+AJU 

— Ta’mir, 

id. 


ui/*- 

— Tefren, 

id. 
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SOfi — 

C ~ 

4^Jj 

" *PJ3- 


Beni Telitah, tribe. 

■— Tenziran, id. • 

— Teudehy tr. & vil. 

— Teuzin, tr. & vil. 

— Wariyagal,ir. & vil. 

— WhdFellah, tribe. 

— Welid, tr. & vil. 

— Wertenaji, tribe. 

— Werthighah, id. 

— Yafus, id. 


Lat.N. LoDff.W. o-C 

o / o i Etymologic* and Remark*. 


34- 46 3.30 

35- J5 5.30 


The ancient Baiba. 


Or Viryagal. 

Fellah, a husbandman in 
Egypt, but here a sea¬ 
man who ploughs theses. 


34- o 3.30 
33.40 3.30 


u-yV. “ — Yafus, id. 

,j2j j — — Zanten, id. 

J>j — — Zekker, tribe. 

— — Zerwal, tr.&mount. 

Joj — — Zeyyan, tribe. 

uUjJ — — Zvmat, id. 

Beranis, peopi 
..daLj Bibawan , mount.& 


34- 45 4-45 

35- o 5.15 


cljUjj- 


Beranis, people. 34 . 3 ° 4. o 
Bibawan , mount.&pass. 3 1 - o 3.40 
liylJl oh Bilad-esh-Shurefa, coun£ 30*30 3 . o 
jCJl ob Bilad-es-sukkar, district. 

oh Bilad Kebirah, city. 31.38 7.36 
o^ob Bilad StdiHisham, id. *9.0 9.30 
ob Biladu-l-ahmar,district. 32.15 9*0 
Joysli jib Biladu-l-j ertd, region. 31.30 a. 0 
ob Biladu-l-Moghrib,region 


jUjj Boghaz, 

strait. 

• 

Bohayim , 

village 

Bdkayya, 

id. 

jij) Berber, 

people. 

Buhmut , 
Businagah, 

river. 

Lrijf. Burts, 

defile. 


Plural of Burnus (a cloak). 
One of the two great 

34.30 4. O primitive branches of the 

Ainazighs, descending 
,, from Serna*. 

31. 0 B.40 Beans. Tam. The two 
gates or deflies. Ar. 

30.SO 3. O The country of the Sherifs 
° or nobles. 

The sugar country. 

31.38 7.36 B. The great city, Marocco. 

. The country of the inde- 

*9. 0 9.30 Pentot chief of Shs-el- 

32.15 g.*o The red country. 

The land of the jerid,».«. 
o, on q n the dry branches of the 

31.30 2. o jialm-tree, used as }ave-> 

Belad, country, Ac. El 
Moghrib, the west. 

Straits of Gibraltar. A 
Turkish word signifying 
mouth or throat. 

31. 2.30 Cattle, or Abu’Amm. 


Plural Rerdber, probably 
derived from the Greek, 
and l.atln ymrABarbarot* 
adopted in Arabic. 


A deep ditch. 


33.50 7.10 

30.45 8. O 


Father-feathers, i, e. snow. 
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D. 

Lat.N. 

O / 


Dat/eSjVulg.Dedfes, mount 

32.45 


Damns, village. 



Dar’ah, province. 

30 . 0 


Dar ’Aith-thanah, vil. 

35.»5 


— Aklau, hill. 

35-35 


— Duleimt, village. 

29.30 

UJl — 

7- elrBeida, town. 

33-37 


— -el-kurm, house. 

34-45 

wir*^ — 

•— Hamran, village. 


JO- - 

■* • 

— Jsdidah, pa rt of Fas. 

34- 6 


— Mubarak, hamlet. 

32.40 

— 

— Shaun, village. 

34 - 0 

JAJ\ ^ - 

— Ummu-s-Sultan, vill. 



Deirat Badis, town. 

35.12 

all* Sjj j 

— ’ Melilah, town. 

35-22 


Demensarah, mount. 

30.45 

«e 

tw<t) 

Dem.net, town. 

31.30 

£}j4 

Deren, '-mount. 



Dernah, river. 

32.45 

JLaijj 

Dhu-kasal, vil.& port. 

33- 4 


D h u-l-kumha h , village. 

30.53 

j&J 

Dubdu, town. 

33.45 

d&) 

Dukkalah, p 10 v . & tr. 

33.45 

w 

Dweirah, river. 

31.15 


E. 


*A 

Efzah, town. 

32.30 

jCfilJfe 

"f w v 

EgeUngigil, town. 

3‘.‘5 


Elalah, mount. 

29.30 

cj.jL-A 

Emsigur6t, village. 

30.30 


Enfifah, tr.&riv. 

31.10 


I.onif.W. ^ r 

o / < 

5- 0 

6. o 

5*55 w * 

5-50 w * 

9.30 ' 

7-35i A * 
6. a 5 W. 

4-57 B. 

8.30 W, 

2.30 

4.15 
2.5a 

8.15 
7.10 

5.15 

8.36 

7-30 

3.30 

8.30 
9-45 

5.30 
8.45 

9.15 
9 ->6 
7.50 


Etymologies and Remarks. 


Den, or cave. Ar. 


Vulgo Draha. 

The abode of the Shelluli 
tribe Aith-thana. 

Well-wooded hills about 
(KM) feet high. 

The residence of the tribe 
at Dulelm. 

White house. Sec Anfa. 


Cold or bleak house. 


New house. 

Blessed house, vulgo Em¬ 
bark. 

House of Shawi tribe. 

The house of the Sultan’s 
mother. 

Velez de la Gomcra. 

The abode of the tribe 
Melilah. 


Bodily wrong, disease. 

l.e. Mountain. The Ber¬ 
ber, and thence Arabic, 
name of Atlas. 

Filthy, dirty. 

Master of the sharp sword. 


Owner of the com. 


Sand or sand-stone. Ber. 


Ef{hel, land, soil. Ber. 


A numerous and powerful 
tribe. 
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0 / 

Lonc-W. 
0 ! 

3 ** 

< ! * Etymologies and Remarks. 


Ermsam, 

fortress. 

31.15 

2.15 

Caillie’s Ressant. •* 


Esfa, 

ford. • 

33-30 

6.30 

Rapid ford. 


Es-sis, 

desert. 



Weevils or moths. 



F. 




V 

Fagasah, 

town. 

35.20 

4.56 

Broken. Her. Small town 
on the Mediterranean. 

ji Ij* $ 

Fahs auldd abu’Aztz,v\\. 

32-55 

8.25 

W. 

yCS? 

Fdhs-ur-rihan, 

valley. 

35.23 

5-53 Myrtle-valley. Fahs. Ar. 


Fas, 

city. 

34. 6 

4.58 

B. A spade or pickaxe. 

dlLsi 

Fedalah, 

town. 

33-44 

7-23i 

A wailed town on thcAtlan* 
tic, pop. 300. A fair road¬ 
stead. Fedalah, excellent, 
pre-eminent. 

dlili 

Felfelah, 

river. 

34-30 

6-30 

Jii 

Felil* 

tribe. 



The exiled, ejected, or 
expelled part of a people. 


Ferkalahf 

village. 

31-45 

3.30 



F'ldahy 

town. 



Plenty, abundance. 

y* 

Figh'igh, 

station. 

33. 0 

2 . 0 



FiM, 

tr. & dist. 

31 . 0 

2.45 

Disbanded,defeated troops. 


Fishtalah, 

• 

tribe. 

32.30 

5-30 

Vulgo Fileli. 

*h? 

Frughah, 

m.& dist. 

31.15 

8. 0 

Emptied, grooved. 


G. ' 


y Gart, riv.&prov. 34-45 

Gerand 6 , tower. 32.20 

•JJ Gerarah, tr. & cast. 

bjLJ! \i} AjIc. Ghabah dha-l- forest. 34.15 

Belut. 

• t 


3- 0 

Q A beacon or watch-tower 

0.12 VV. on the ton <>f a hill about 
000 feet above the plain. 


(f.oo Forest of oaks. Forest of 
'• Mamorah. 


Gharbtyak, 
Gharghayahj 
C--J jh. Ghartb, 
jljc Gharir, 
Ghawatah, 
jli Ghar, 
f- GheriSy 


tr. & resr. 

O 

mount. 31.30 3.30 

tribe. 29.30 5.15 

tribe. 34.50 4.30 

mount. 33-55 5 -ao 

fortress. 33.15 5.15 

village. 31.30 3.15 


Western, 


# A stranger, foreigner. Ar. 

Inexperienced, unskilful 
people. Beni Gharir. 

Above Mlknas. 

Ghar, I). between, i. t. 
between two rivers; the 
ancient I W.alta, 

Plantation. 
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Ut.N. 

0 ! 

tong.W. 

e 

Ghers-alhin, 

village. 

33.27 

3.30 


Ghir, 

river. 



M 

Ghobar, 

river. 

33-45 

7.15 

*iUc 

Ghomarah, 

town & tr. 

35- o 

4. 0 


Ghurtgessem, 

town. 

30.26 

9.36 


Ghut Sedamah,town. 

• s * 

31.30 

7.40 


Qughlan f 

village. 

3*. 0 

3.30 


Gureighrak, 

plains. 

83.30 

4.15 


Ghut - Sarihajah,hzm\e\' 

2945 

3. 0 

<—ySI 

El Gharb t 

province. 

35- 0 

6. 0 



H. 



>V<Jh 

Habad t 

village. 

34-1? 

5. 0 

IxJh 

• 

Habat, 

district. 

35.15 

5.30 


Habibah, 

islands. 

35-44 

1. 8 Ber. 

AaJjo- 

• 

Had&jah, 

town. 

34.23 

2.48 

cujU- 

II adit It. 

• 9 

river. 



Liull AjU- 

II afatu-l-beidd, cliff. 

35-31 

6. 8 

UU 

Haha f 

< 

th & prov. 

31. 0 

9.30 


fTqjaru-n-nekk6r f village. 

35.15 

3.48 

ij-S- j t—filU- 

Halifwa ghuss,r\v.Mori. 



.> 

Halm 

plain. 




Hulw&n, 

village. 




Hammas, 

river. 




Hamran. 

m 9 

plain. 

29.45 

8. 0 

L hf* 

Hariliy 
• * 

riv. & dist. 




Ilarith, 

district. 



Lu*j9» 

Harsha, 

cape. 

T 

35.46 

0.48 


Haskurahy 

tr.&prov. 

31-45 

6. 0 

»>> 

Hawwarahy 

tr.&vil. 

30.18 

9-30 


Henatah . 

tribe. 




Etymologist and Remarki. 

Corruptly for Kasr el Ale- 
win. 

In the desert, 


Dust, the duity river. 

One of the original Berber 
tribes, the ancient town 
Parletina. 

The town anil port Agadir. 

Or Guzdama, the low val¬ 
ley of adversity. 

Caillie’s Gourland, 


Lurking-places of the San- 
hajahs, Caillie’s Gud- 
Zcnnga. 

West. Contains Askar and 
Habat. 


Or Hubbed. 

Or Haslmt, the northern 
part of El-Ghurb. 

Islands on the north coast 
near Cape Falcon. 

The ford. 


New, young, or first seen. 

The white cliff, or preci¬ 
pice. on the Atlantic, 
308 feet above the sea. 


The stone or rlilF of the 
Nekhor. Al-hucemos. 


Swear and pass on. 


Overgrown with grass. 

Sweetmeat. Sweet and 
pleasant 

Detainer. 


The two red asses. 


Plougher. 

Carved or graven. Cape 
Falcon. 

A very extensive tribe, 
even In Sus-ul-Adna. 


A primitive Berber tribe. 
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Ut.N. 

Long.W. 

•I £ 

S ’C 




0 / 

O / 

< Etymologiei and Remark*. 


Hentarah, 

tribe. 



* 


Hentatahf 

mount. 

31-45 

6.30 



Henzutah, 

tribe. 




yT*^ 

Hessen , 

mount. 

35-35 

5.40 

A. 2,167 feet above the sea. 

JSU 

Hilalah, 

tribe. 

*9-15 

9.10 


L»L& 

M M 

Hiyaina, 

province. 

34-30 

4.30 

Declivity or slope of the 
mountains. 

The ancientSigs, near Cape 

(j).. 

Honain, 

tr. & port. 

35-19 

1.45 

Metnemxmm at Cape 
• llone. 

Ac^lb 

Hor’ah, 

tribe. 



An ancient tribe, famous in 
history. 

•._ 

Hoseini , 

tribe. 

I. 

33-15 

5.30 

The descendants of Hu¬ 
sain. 

kcljjd\ 

JT dailltU, 

village. 

29.15 

8.45 

Mines, gold and silver. 
The initial syllabic Id 

HA^ 

l r dauthkept, 

tribe. 

29 . 0 

9 . 0 

seems to imply the pre¬ 
sence of water. Can it be 
a corruption of oid, great? 


I'deukensus, 

id. 

29.45 

8.30 


Ci-oljJsdu! 

it v it 

I deunadayith, 

id. 

29.15 

3.40 



I'deuthelth, 

id. 

29.30 

9* 0 


tfe-v.' 

Pdiyuthan, 

id. 

28.45 

8.30 


jjjjdjtto! 

Fdudizdud, 

id. 

28.45 

9.30 


L>w 

I'frail or Ifren,tr. & vil. * 

29 . 0 

9-45 

Branch or fragment of the 
great tribe Yafrum. 


m, 

village. 

29.30 

8.30 


j*y 

Plight 

*id. 

29.»5 

10. 0 

Several villages in Sus-cl- 
aksa. 


I'mizmizij 

id. 

30.45 

8. 0 

Imi, Ber. mouth ot door; 
and thmm Are, probably 
the crater of a volcano. 

Ju-il 

I'sadagas, 



• 


^Lj! 

Psawah, 

river. 

32 . 5 

9- 2 

Tributary to the TcnsifL 


I'ser, 

river. 

35.12 

1.15 

Tributary to the Tafnah. 

J-V.' 

I'sil, 

river. 

• 

31.40 

7.30 

W. Tributary to the Tcnsift. 

M 

Ptatali, 

• 

mount. 

33-45 

5.30 

• 

t*'f 


J. 



Mosque of the hammer for 

Jama'-e1rma%ra\ hamlet. 

35-45 

5-49 

breaking stones. Mine¬ 
ral spring near Tangier, 

ijc^r 

Jamhah, 

villages. 

33.50 

5.25 

A name applied to several 
places in Marocco. 

43l*c JL>- 

JebaVAyyamhfVao unt. 

32.45 

5. 0 

The excellent mountains. 



m 


Count Grabkrg oh the.Names 



Jebalu-th-thelj, mount. 
Jebel Habib, id* 

— Hadid. id. 

• ' 

— KaUr, hill. 


Ut.N. Long.1V. 
0 1 0 1 


35.27 5-45 
3‘-44 9-26 
35-45 5 - 5 * 


■Si. 


w. 


Etymologist and Ramarks. 

The snowy mountains. 

The beloved mountain, 
S,174 feet high. 


A, The Iron mountains, 2,808 
feet above the sea. 

The great hill just to the 
west of Tangier. 


jA± — 

— Khadr, 

mount. 

32.30 

7.30 

W. The green mountain. 


— Musa, 

id. 

35.45 

5.30 

r The mountain of Musa, 
near Ceuta. 

*~l Sarsar, 

id. 



, lr Conical hill, rising about 


34.46 

5.36 

W. (KKt feet above the plain. 

Cricket mount. 

i±Jy) Id- 

— Thatuth, 

id. 

35-50 

5.25 

The ape’s hill or mountain. 


Jebelein, 

mount. 

/ 


The two mountains. 


eJLsr- 



djljC*- 

< 

J 4 

M 

dxLd 

Xjktus 

j 

C'-J 

? - 

V 

4 *• „ 


Jebhah, village. 35-'5 4.15 

Jibbillat, hills. 31.45 7 - 3 « 

Jighu, vil.&riv. 33.45 4.30 

Jeza iru-l-j a fari «, i si e. 35.11 2.26 

Jesairu-lrghanem, islands. 35.34 1.12 
Jezayiru-l-haMb, islands. 35.44 1. 8 
Judanah, tribe. 

K. 

t.-ibes. 
tribe, 
village. 1 


The front or forehead; 
village on theNforth roast 
near Point Baba. 

Arange of sehistose lulls ri¬ 
sing about 5ml feet above 
the plain of Marorro. 

Or (ligv, and sometimes 
. (rwigo. 

The islands of the Beni 
B4r. .la’far, usually called Za'- 
f.uines, 440 feet high. 
jjg r . Sheep-islands oil' (’ape Fe- 
galo. 

Udr. Friend's islands, 308 feet 
high. 


Kabayil, 

Kabbar, 

Kaisar, 

KaVat-Abdah, castle. 

KaVai-elrWad, town. 

•* * 

Kalhdy m.& vill. 

Kantarah, 

Kanti, 

Karkal, 

V 

Kars, 

Karyah, 

Kdsbat ’Aith u’si, castle. 

• • •• * 

•— ’Ali-ben-Ifasan, id. 


3 - 2-50 
32.15 
35 - 0 


Plur. of Kabiieh. 

Crowd, an onset upon Ihe 
field of battle. 

The Latin word Ciesar. 
6.50 W. Foundations of a town 
proliably ancient 

The castle of Abdah. 

The castle of the river, i.e. 
of the Muluyah, tlie ms- 
tellam mi-d ocrc of Sal¬ 
lust. 

Filthiness, and a hovel. 


8.30 

2.15 


bridge. 

35.12 

5-50 

^. A bridge. 

Ancient town described by 

ruins. 

32.30 

9.13 

Leo and Mnrmol as giv¬ 
ing the name to Cape 




Gamin. 

island. 

35.20 

1.30 

Kdrisi’s Kushkar ? 

village. 

t- 

32.30 

3.30 

Gers is a Berber corrup¬ 
tion of Kasr. 


ruined town. 


33.1a 7.10 W. 

3315 4.30 

33.30 7.20 W 


Signifies a town, a village, 
a hamlet. 

The stronghold of the tribe 
Aith-usi. 

The palac ’ of Ali, son of 
Hasan. 
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0 1 

Long.W. ii 
0 / < 

i Etymologies and Remarks. 


Kasbat Dukkalah, cagllc 

32.40 

8.20 

The castle or chief town of 
Dukkala, alias, Et Me¬ 

* 

• 




dina. 


— -ez-Zettat, 

id. 

33- 0 

7 . 0 W. 

The castle of the bridal or¬ 
naments. Jr. 

4 >/r — 

— Juzulahj 

id. 

30.15 

8. 0 

The castle of the province 
or tribe Geisola, the an¬ 
cient Gsctuliam ? 

« H 

AmOS 

Kasbah, 

id. 

3445 

2.45 

A small town, or citadel. 
Alkasabah. 


Kavr-el-’Alewtn, town. 

32.30 

3.30 

The castle of the descend¬ 
ants of’Ali (Bekri,p.53U). 

u^J ~~ 

-*- Far'aim. 


34-45 

5.15 

Pharaoh's ca9tle (in ruins). 


— Ibn Hamid, castle. 



The castle of Ben Hamid. 

Siiyt~£ 2 s 0 - 

— Maynudah 

, town. 

35.50 

5.36 

The palace of the Masmu- 
dah tribe ; now Al Hussar 




Saghir. 


— Mu la iMeimun fo r l ress 

35- 8 

2 . 8 



KarakerAulddrsa. distr. 

• • f 

32.55 

845 

The driving sands of the 
children of I’sa (or Jesus) 
a Berber tribe. 


Kereiflut, 

plain. 

3U45 

9.30 

Plains at the N. West foot 
of the Iron mountains. 

<uW 

Ketamah, 

tribe. 



A great tribe of Berbers. 

^3} 

Hezulah, 

tr.& prov. 

30.15 

8. 0 

Pronounced Gezulah. Gsc- 
tulia ? 

Xj 1*1 k ^*..iol>. 

KhdmisMctgharah, town 

33-59 

5.20 

Thursday market of the 
tribe and mount Mct- 
gharah. 

J>J\ 

Khandaku-r-riyan torrent 

35-45 

54*> 

The thirst-quenching foss. 

05 

Kherebdt, 

• 

village. 



Desert places or ruins. 

3 p 

Kikru, 

river. 

33-45 

6.15 

Tributary to the river Abu 
Itak-rak, or Bu-Rcgrcg. 

-!/ 

Fir at, 

cape. * 

35-20 

3.37 

Cape Quilates on the North 
Coast. 

uby 

Kirruwan, 

tribe. 

33.40 

3-40 

Pronounced Kirwan. 

y« 

Kittiwah, 

fr. & vil. 

29.45 

9 . 0 

Lisping, stammering. 

Auli 

Kolei'at , 

village. 

O 

31.10 

9-45 

Tire little castle. 

^y«a 3 

Kosdir , 

village. 

32.32 

2*45 

A little palace. 


Kunagh-el-gherban , mt. 

33*20 

3- 0 

The passage of the ravens, 


Kutubiyah , 

mosque. • 

31.38 

7.36 B. 

The library. The chief 
mosque at Marocco ; the 
tower 2 il) feet high. 

op- 

Kuzt, 

tribe. 

34. 0 

3- 0 

The fourth part, quarter. 
Her. 

^jUI 

El Kelawi, 

• 

mount. 

31.20 

7* 5 

Mountain ridges ; plur. of 
• Kilwah. 

c ;xs)l 

El Khenk, 

defile. 

32.15 

3- 0 

Strangling, strangulation, 
thence a defile. 


El Kha'imah, 

village. 

33.15 

4. 0 

The tent. 

u*^ 

El K/i us , 

river. 

34.50 

5.'7 

The conspicuous. 


El Kits, 

river. 

35- 0 

6. 0 

A bow. 
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Count Grabrrg on the Names 


Lat.N. Long.VV. Etymologic! and Remarks. 
!• 0 / 0 / 



Lahanali , 

tribe. 


Breakfasting, liberal to 
traveller*. 

•• 

Lamayah , 

id. < 




Lamfah, 

id.&town. 

28.30 10.30 

One of the chief Berber 
tribes. 

a3^*3 

Lamtunah, 

id. 

28.30 9.30 

Idem, famous in history. 

e/W 

Leusugagan, 

town. 




Lewwatah, 

tribe. 

* 

One of the primitive Ber¬ 
ber tribes. 


Liy 6 nali, 

cape. 

35 54 5. 

On the Strait of Gibraltar. 
Leona, S/xin. 



M. 



jd U 

Mader awwam } \own. 


The ancient Dorath. 


Madyunah , 

tr. & vil. 

33.30 7-25 W. 

Noted foritssok or market. 
Also a Berber tribe. 


Mafrusin, 

river. 

’ 34-*5 5- 0 

The river of Fas. 


Magharah, 



A cavern. 

aLjL« 

•• 

Maghilah, 

village. 


A wet nurse. 

6s.f* 

Maghoghali , 

tr. & vil. 

35-46 5 43 



Magran, 

mount. 

32.45 5 J 5 



Mahayah, 

tribe. 

3440 2.20 


j>\* 

Majer, 

tribe. 

32.30 9- 0 


<d?LL 

Mallabatah, 

<hpe. 

35.49 5-45 

Sec Rasu-l-itenar, 

£jj4X« 

Ma’morah, 

town. 

34-54 6.24 

Full built, or inhabited : 
now only a few tombs. 


Mansonyah , 

town. 1 

33.46 7.16 

The victorious place. 


Marakesh, 

city. 

31 . 37 ! 7.36 w. 

Vulgo Maraksh. The city 
of Marocco. 

d/Lr 0 

Manaan , 

mount. 




Marmsah, 

tribe. 




MartiL 

9 7 

river. 

35-40 5.17 

River and tower of Tetuan. 


Mamudahf 

tribe. 


One of the five principal 
Berber tribes. 


Massetalitliah , mount. 

« 

33-15 5.15 


aLULo 

Matmatah , 

tribe. 

K 

Extension. 


Mazariy 

point. 


Strong, sturdy, valiant. A-. 

d»>r 

Mazighan , 

town. 

33.15 8.26 A. 

V uigo Masagan ; the abode 
or the Amasigs. 

SjC 

Medgharah, 

district. 

31.45 3- 0 

Invasion. 
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Lnt.N. 

ft i 

Long.W, 
O f 

• 0 s Etymologies and Remarks. 


Medmatu-l-heida, town. 

w f 

34- 6 

4-58 

t 

t> The white city, the city of 
0 . Fas. 


MehSyah, 


34.18 

6.38 

Walled town on the Allan* 

IsJl \£.-0 

town. 

A. tic, pop.400. Mamorah. 
Destroyed, or no more ex¬ 


Mehdumah, 

town. 

33-16 

8.26 

isting; a term formerly 
applied to the town of 
Macighan. 

Mjt* 

Mekerdah, 

village. 

35- 8 

».55 

Near Cape Hone. 

ZjLsr 0 

Mehkisah, 

tribe. 

35.30 

5.30 

Tribe ne&rTetuan, towards 
Ceuta. 

i-Asr* 

« 

• 

Mejasah, 

mount. 

34.15 

4-45 

Searched. 

Town and gulf on the Me- 

Metilahf 

tr.&town. 

35-22 

2.5a 

* diterranean. Spanish pre¬ 
sidio. 

• 

Menjasak, 

mount. 



Impure. 


Menzalahf 

oratory. 



Halting or alighting place. 


Meramer. 

f i 

town. 

32.30 

8.55 

Marbles. 

u^ir* 

Mfrshan, 

pi. & vil. 

35.48 

548 

Free and open pasture 
ground. 

(UoUa 

Mcsah, 

town. 

29.45 

9-45 

Place for prayer. 

C— %J~~* 

Meshra’-el-as 

kef, ford. 

35.33 

5.50 

W. The healing watering-place 

£jL*> 

Meshra ’ Halluf, ford. 

32.30 

6.45 

W. The ford of the wild boar. 

AJ! ix-jttr* 

Meshra'at-er 

•• 

■ramlah, pi.. 

34.30 

6.15 

The sandy ford, extensive 
plains so called North of 
the Wad .-ebu. 

^JiJ\ <lc^L-c 

Meshra’at esfu, ford. 

32.30 

6.15 

The fordof t he light-loaded 
mules. 

^MllSawC 

Meslasah, 

tribe. 

35- « 

4.25 

Hisn MestHSah, the fort 
Mcstnsah, the ancient 



t 



Acrath. 

Mezatah, 

tribe. 



Oil-venders. 


Mezemmah, 

town. 

• 

35-10 

3.50 

Or Ddrat Mezemmah. 

LU 

M 

Miat, 

village. 

32.20 

6.50 

W. One hundred. 

-j LU 
• •• 

Miat Sir, 

Wells. 

33.15 

3-45 

* 

Hundred wells. 


Miknusah, 

city. 

33-58 

5.30 

J}_ A broom. 




Tile highest |>eak of Allas 


Milt hin, (Miltsin) mount* 

3MO 

7.25 

... south of the city of Mn- 
"• rocco, rising 11,400 feet 
above the sea. 

» 

y^»ifii»«« ■<< 

Misfiwah, 

district. 

31.20 

7.30 

The windy or purified re¬ 
gion. 


Mishboyah, 

tribe* 

28.45 

10.45 

Tribe of Sheluhi. Stung 
by scorpions. 

European protuim iatlon of 


Mogador, t 

, city. 

31.30 

9-47 

-Mugdul, or Modogul, 11 
Moorish saint (Host. p. 

71). 

The extreme west — the 
empire of Morocco. 

L-J^o 

Moghri bu-l-Aksa , 



Ja-^M C-^jco 

Moghribu-l-Ausat, 



The middle-western region 
—Algiers and part of fu¬ 


Mojahidin , 

tombs. 

34.45 

5.50 

nis. 

The warriors of the faith ; 
tombsof three saints near 

3«^<Ui 

Molcrawah, 

tribe. 

3245 

345 

Tangier. 

Mttgruwak, foreigners,new 
comers. 
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Ut.N. 

O t 

liOng.W. 
0 / 

< Etymologist and Remarks. 

* .a-A L^. 

Monselmin, 

tribe. 

28.15 

10.45 

Strolling Mohammedans. 
Corrupt for Muselmin. 

& Jbj * 

Morshah, 

lake. 

34.30 

6.30 

yr The lake or morass of Itas- 

0 

Morshanah, 

village. 

33- >5 

7.15 

Open pasture ground. 


Mould ’ Aitblrmah, vill. 



The hunting-place of the 
tribe Aits Irmah. 


Motjlyah Ttdsi, hamlet. 



The well of Tidsl, 

«• 

Mulai-abii-sellum, cape. 

34.54 

6.24 

, My lord Busellum. i. e . 
A. Father-ladder, old Ma’- 
momh. 


Mulai Idris, 

town. 

34.30 

5. 0 

Mv lord Idris, or Enoch. 
Town and sanctuary. 


Muluhat. 

■ »»v 

river. 



Salt water. 


Mulukah, 

tomb. 

32.36 

9,1° 



Mululd, 

river. 

34.30 

3. 0 


^jlc 

Muluyah, 

river. 

35> 8 

2.16 



Muzzubah, 

tr.&town. 

29.15 

G.40 



N. 




Jfi 

Nakkor, 

river. 

35.15 

3.45 



Naranjah, 

village. 

34-50 

5.20 

Orange. 

tJuu 

Nejifah, 

tr. & riv. 

3M5 

7-55 

Vulgo Knfifah. 

A _ o'» 

f* 

Nefisah , 

tr. & riv. 

31.30 

7-45 

Vulgo Enfisah. 

u ~ f > 

Nefus, 

'"mount. 

31.45 

5.30 


Awl jSJ 

Nefusah, 

tribe. 



•Ancient Berber tribe. 

ij\ja 

Nefzawah, 

tribe. 



One of the chief tribes of 
Berbers. 

XsnJ 

Nihah, 

river. 



The quiet river. 


‘ 



A little Palm, the ancient 

iLsP 

Nuk/iailah, 

town. 

33.15 

6.45 

Oceath, one of the most 
important market towns 
of Marocco. 

Eels; Null of the tribe of 
Lamtah. 


Nun, or Nul, 

town. 

28.30 

10.30 

<iP 

Nuzulurt - Tirwan, village. 

3«.40 

3-45 

A halting-place or covert 
for strangers fmmdistant 
places, Caillie’s Nsdland 
[NuzlanJ. 



0. 



ijUi t 

’Omarah, 

<1 

tr. & vill. 



Habitation. 


Ordbm, 

river. 

34.15 

6 . 0 

Become green again. 


R. 





Rabat, 

port. 

34- 3 

6.48 

A Inn or monastery. Walled 
* town, pop. 21,000. 


\>\}j Rabatu-l-fet-h, id. 


Rating place of victory. 



of Placis in Morocco. 


4) Wy 

fajjbj 

trl> 

— 

0 $- 

—— 

>i-n - 

jjaJi ~ 

— 

;M- 

— 

Oljll 

HD 


JU-J1 






Rahalah, tribe. 

Rakonah, tribe. 

Ras Afernij cape. 

'— Azintur, id. 

— Tafalneh , id. 

Tegriwelt, id. 

— -ul-Ain, spring. 

- ud-Daurah, id. 

— - ud-Deir , cape. 

— -ul-Hudik, id. 

— -uf-Jemel, id. 

— - ul-Menar, id. 

- ush-Shakkar } id. 

— - us-Sim , id. 
-ul-Wad, river. 

Rif .or Er-Rtfj province. 
llihdminah, province. 
Rukbah dhi-l- defile. 9 
Jemel, 

* S. 

Sadratah , tribe. 


Lnt.N. Long.W. 

0 f Q , < " Etymologic 1 and Remarks. 

29.45 8,45 Travellers. * 

34- 55 4>50 Vulgo: Arhonah. 

Called alao Cape Ghir, a 

30 . a 8 Q. 5 S A. Muff cape rising boldly 

J J y o 1,236 feet above the sea. 

„ _ CapePcgato on theMedi- 

35- 34 1,2 4 Mer - terranean,Has-ul-Kintar. 

A bold cape on the Atlan- 

31, 7 9.50 A. tic, rising ?tkl feet above 

' the sea. 

n ,11 The handsome proman- 
31.24 9.48 tory , Cape Sim. 

01 an >r n W The chief 9 P rin g, a com- 
o*<O u /• ° V mon name in Barbary. 

The round cape, a low 
o, ,r fi as A. sandy cape on the Atlan- 

34-45 0.24 "• tic which gives its name 

to the adjoining lake. 

35.30 2.57 Cape Tres Parras of the 

1 v Spaniards, ancient Ru- 

, . sadirum. 

32 , 32 $ 9.17 A. Cape Palm-grove, also 


35.48 5.45 
35-47 5-54 A - 
31.24 9.48 
30.15 8.45 
35- 0 4.30 
3M5 8. 0 


The chief spring, a com¬ 
mon name in Barbary. 

The round cape, a low 
sandy cape on the Atlan¬ 
tic which gives its name 
to the adjoining lake. 

Cape Tres Parras of the 
Spaniards, ancient Ru- 
sadirum. 

Cape Palm-grove, also 
Cape Cantin. 

Cape camel. 

Cape lighthouse. Cape 
Malabat, the eastern cape 
of the bay of Tangier. 

Cajm Spartel of our maps,* 
the extremity of vegeta¬ 
tion, and especially of 
vines. 

The windy cape, or the 
promontory of the tribe 
Sim, or Ms-i-Sim, the 
sons of the passing winds. 

River-head. 

Mountainous well cultiva¬ 
ted province on the Me¬ 
diterranean. 


35-20 5.55 W. The camel’s neck. 


Jf-j Sahel-el-Marghah , plain. 

34 . 0 

4*30 


Sahil, 

coast. 

35-30 

6. 0 


Sahili, 

tribe. 

35-30 

6. 0 

’<l*L 

Sakiyah , 

village- 



L. 

Sala , 

town. 

34 - 3 

6.48 A. 


Samirah, 

plain. 

32.10 

8 . 5 W. 


Sanhajah, 

tribe. 

32. 0 

5. 0 

•V 

Saniyah , 

well. * 

35-30 

5.50 W. 


Sarhiin, mt.&edifices. 


Astonished. 

A plain of grassy pasturage 

Level, sea shore, sea-coast. 

Coaster. 

A water-course or water- 
wheel. 

Sallee of our maps. A wal¬ 
led town on the Atlantic, 

• pop.10,000. Secure and 
quiet place. 

Spreading water, well-wa¬ 
tered fields. 

One of the great divisions 
of the Berbers. 

A water-bearing camel. In 
Marocoo and in the whole 
of Barbary, a large gar¬ 
den 

The two palaces, vis. Kasr 
Faraun and Tiyulit or 
Mulai Idris. 



m 


Count Grabero on the Names 


Lal.N. Long.W. I.f 
O' O / * 

<, Sarsar, hill. 3445 5-45 w. 

Sauma’ahHasan,ioweT. 34* 2 6.47 W. 
Sebt-ul-Mai- garden. 3 l *37 7*3® W. 

muntyah, 



Seggemehf 

mount. 

33* 5 

4.45 


Sekort f 

river. 



i Seksiwah, 

mount. 

31*45 

7. 0 


SelilgS , 

mount. 

33*30 

4.15 

0)S* 

Seruk, 

river. 




Sesawan, 

mount. 

35. 0 

5- 0 


Sharf-el- Okab, hill. 

35.36 

5.56 


Sharf-el-Yelmdt, cliff. 

3«.i5 

9.15 


Sharf-esh-Shofrah, cliff. 

3 2 -5 6 

8.45 

Liji> 

Sharkiyak, 

tribes 

35. 0 

4 30 


Shaulan, 

baths. 

34. 0 

4-55 


Shawes,pron. Shaus, prov. 

33.30 

3- 0 


Shaun, 

village. 

O 

34. 0 

a. 30 

<0 jLwi 

Shawiyahf 

tt . & prov. 

33.30 

7- 0 


Shedmah, 

province. 

3i.45 

9- 0 

Hj** 

Shejerikah, 

village. ' 



diLwi 

Skellah, 

sanctuary. 

34- 0 

6.45 

bs\jJ5) 

SheragMnah, 

province. 

3«. 0 

7- 0 


Sherjj, 

village. 

35.49 

5 55 


Sherradi , 

sanctuary. 

31.30 

8. 0 


Sheshwan, 

town&dist. 

35-10 

6-50 


Shilhah,])\.Skuluh,nation 
* 



y A A 

SMshawah, 

riv. & pi. 

8*. 0 

8.30 


Sho'bat Aklu. 
•• • • 

valley. 



* A 

JL-£ , JJ isjua 

•• * e * 

Sho’batBeni’Obaid, vail. 

•• / 

33- 0 

3.45 

sJJi 

Shofrah , 

village. 




Etymolog eg amt Remarks. 

Conical hill BOO feet above 
the plain, Sarsar, a 
cricket. 

Tower at Rabat, 250 feet 
above the sea. 

Garden of repoee, or of 
Maimun, In the city of 
Marocca 


Heat of the sun. 


Thief, robber. 


Eaglet peak. 

Jew’s cliff. A rod cliff on 
the Atlantic rising 2B4 
feet above the sea. 

Spear’s edge. Cliff on the 
Atlantic about 4i)U feet 
above the sea. 

Eastern tribes. 


Lifting up the pitcher. 

A rough uncultivated 
country. 

The abode of the sheep* 
owner. 

The remains of dispersed 
men and cattle. 

Strong horses and camels. 

Abounding with small 
trees. 

End of a journey, pilgrim* 
ages Kobbeh near Sala. 


A grove, shaded by small 
trees. 

Fugitive. 


A branch of theAmnzighs, 
and the name of their 
language. 

Distant. A tributary of the 
Tensift. 

Valley of Aklu, formed by 
a torrent. 

Valley of the Beni ’Obaid. 


A large knife. 
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Ut.N. 

0 t 

Loiig.W. 
0 1 

w M 

<" c Etymologiet arid Rtmarkt. 

Stfe# Kasim, village. 

34-15 

5-54 

My lord Kasim. * 

Sidt Kuskusu , kobbfth. 

33.50 

8.50 

A saint’s tomb where kw- 
ku#u was given to travel¬ 
lers. 

Sidi Mokhtar, village. 

31.44 

8.30 

My lord elect or chosen. 

Syilmesah , district. 

31 . 0 

2.30 


Silfat, mount. 

34.30 

5-45 

W. The brother's wife. 

feofrowi, town. 

33.48 

4.45 

An empty house. 

S6k y 'p\.Aswak, market. 



Applied to many places in 
Morocco. 

Sok-dar- aith- Thanah, id. 

35.15 

5*15 

nr Market of the house of the 
* r ‘ Thanah tribe. 

Sok-el-Arba’ , market. 

34.34 

5.45 

Wednesday-market. 

Sorbu-l-Herb, river. 

33 . 0 

4 . 0 

The road of the Sight. 

V 

Sutukah , tribe. 

29.30 

10 . 0 

Properly latukah. 

Subeit, town. 

33.15 

8. 0 



<&MM) 

M • 

Subeitah, 

Sus, 

tribe. 

province. 



The origin, the limits, the 




border. 


Sus-el-Adna, 

id. 

30 . 0 

9 - 0 

Lower Sus, i. s. lower 
border. 


Sus-el-Aksa, 

id. 

29 . 0 

9-30 

Furthest Susextreme 
border. 3X30 6.0 f 

sw> 

•• IS^ 

Suweiniyah, 

village. 

31.50 

7.40 W. The small wells or pits. 

*jly 

Suweirah, 

w 

town&port 31.30 

9.47 A. 

Mo/, odor, miniature, a 
little picture. 


Tabornost, 

In 

• 

village. 

30 . 0 

6.15 

The cloak with a hood. 
(The Bornos). 


Tabulawant, 

village. 

33-45 

7.15 

The abode of the ferrymen 
Her. 

dU: 

Tafelneh, 

cape. 

31 . 7 

• 

9 50 A. 

Barren, without water. A 
cape 760 feet above the 
sea. 

se 

Tafilelt, 

region. 

31 . 0 

2.30 

Thealwde of the Filed. Bsr. 


Tafratah, 

desert. 

34.15 

3 - 0 

Preccuing others, going be¬ 
fore. the door, or gate. 
Her. 


Taftanah, 

village. 

31 . 0 

9-45 

The trial, the attempt. 
Temptation, seduction. 


Taggarayin, 

mount 

31.20 

7.20 W. 

Deftle in a mountain. A 
~ Sheluh, vlll. and mount. 
6,400 feet above the sea. 


Tagodast, 

town. 

33. 0 

6. 0 

t 

CDjWp 

Tagumadart, 

village. 

29 . 0 

6.30 



Tdjakant, 

tribe. 

30 . 0 

7- 0 



TaUnt, 

town. 

29.15 

945 

The residence. Ber. 
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0 t 
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Talent’aith- Gerari,\W . 


• 

The chief abode of the 
Aits Gerari. 

♦ •• » 
h~3j4J 

Tamaralcosty 

village. 

3«. >5 

3.15 

Tanurakoeht ? 

U-**Jj*J 

Tamazight, 

language. 



The language of the Ama- 
aigbs. 

C^Lctj 

Tamenarty 

district. 

30.50 

9. 0 

The minaret, the plain. 
Bet. 


Tamukty * 

river. 

32.15 

6. 0 

The moifitener. 


Tanin, 

river. 

34.30 

5.45 * 

’ Full of reeds. 

• 

Tynjahy 

city. 

35.48 

5.48 A. 

A place amidst vines. Her. 


Tansifty 

river. 

32 . 4 

9.23 

Full, overflowing, the 
central or middle river. 

jyG+3 

i_J ijo 

Tanmr. village. 

r tarfu-l-Har$ha, cape. 

35.46 

0.48 

The well defended. 

Cape Falcon. Cape of the 
cnace, or of the Lybtan 
lizard. 

On the Mediterranean. 

Llyill 

Tarfu-l-kiraty 

cape. 

35-20 

3.37 

Cape Quilatcs, rape of 
the OaTats, or Carolw. 

The red promontory. Cape 
Spartel, with village and 
ruins of the same name. 

A rapid stream. Ber. FI. 
Tuwarik,anaine of aBer- 
ber tribe 

jliLll! t-jjtf 

Tarfu‘l‘Shakkar f cape. 

35-47 

5.543 A. 

ijjb 

Tarkah, 

village. 

32.45 

7.30 


Tarudant. 

town. 

30.15 

9 - 0 

The beautiful womau.Bsr. 





Extensive ruins of a town 


Tasremuty 

ruins. 

31-25 

7.20 W. 

in the Atlas, 3,000 feet 
above the plain of Ma- 
rocco. 

l?l? 

ojj^ 

Tata, 

Tawanty 

station. 

28.45 

6.30 

Kafileh station on the nor¬ 
thern limit of the Sahra. 
Boundary on the Mediter. 

village. 

35- 8 

1.46 

coast between Algiers St 
Marocco,cliff,steep rock. 

& 

CT 

Taza, 

town. 

34.15 

3-45 

or precipice. 

A town. Ar. and Ber. A 
collection of houses. 


Tasuty 

town. 

30 . 5 

3.10 


uJJlJ 
• * 

Tebelbelty 

village. 

30.15 

2.15 

Confusion of languages. 

aSoU 

Tedlahy 

province. 

33 . 0 

5 . 0 

The rising country. 


Tednzii, 

town. 

31.45 

9 - 0 


L5^ 

Tedsty 

town. 

30.15 

8.15 

Secluded. 

•* 

<UiJ 

Tefnahy 

river. 

35.17 

1.28 Dir, 

Muddy water. Ar. Sunset, 
and West. Ber. 

• •• 
uy° 

Tefren, 

mount. 




ImJjSU 


village. 



Smoke. Ber. 

. * «• 
*jiU 

•TefzaA, 

town. 

32.15 

5.30 

Sandy,or full of sandstones 
Ber. 


Tefzarahy 

river. 

35. 0 

1.15 

Running through the sand. 

A-iUj 

Tcghasah, 

village. 

33-30 

2.45 * 



Teghejet, 

town. 

32.30 

7 - O 

A column. Ber. 
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Teghthut, 

old port. 

4 

On the west of Hahn. 0 


Tehart, 

village 


In the province of Gart. 


Tejeut, 

village. 

30.15 9-‘5 


A \j 

Telah , 

village. 

31.30 9.30 

A covered fountain. 


Telalein, 

village. 

32.30 3.15 

The two sandhills. 

b _ ob* 

Tkmessuwin, 
Tcmsena, 

castle. 

tr. &prov. 

34. 8 3.40 

33.30 7. 0 

The two fires. Bor. 

Country laid waste, the 
s desert. Bor. 


Tcnedast, 

mount. 

32. 0 5.30 



Tenegant, 

village. 

31.15 2.15 



Tenethah, 

village. 

3>. 0 8. 0 

^ummJ 
• * 

Tensitah, 

mount. 



o'>' 

Tenzarah, 

mount. 




Ternatah, 

district. 

35.13 1-33 



Tesegdelt, 

town. 

31. 0 9.30 

Eggs. ller. 

t^/Lj 

Teselegt , 

village. 

29.30 g. 0 

Silver and copper mines 
found here. 

L~ ^iVi 

Tcset, 

district. 

29.30 9-30 

The country watered by 
the river Assail. Bor. 


Tesew'm, 

mount. 



^*1 

uj^" 

Teshim, 

Tetuwin, 

• 

river. 

city& port 

35.38 5.2a 

Eyes, The plural of the 
Berber word Tit, vulgo 
Tetuan. 

cy^U 

Thaguth, 

pass. 

33.15 4 45 

The old woman. 

Ki^ydJ 

Thamudah, 

village. 


A boar. 

c*¥ 

Thawulalm, 

tribe. 

• 

Herdsmen. 

cjIjIj 

Tildatf 

mount. 



Aldlj 

II •• 

Ttldiyeh, 

village. 



<uJj 

«« 

TilUmeh, 

Tilimsan, 

village. 

• 

town. 

35 - 0 1.15 

Capital of a district called 
by the Spaniards Treme* 
cen. 

. .1 -A V 

Timillin, 

village. 


W 

# 

'-Jjyh* 

Timuri, 

tribe. 


Date trees. Aits-Tlmurl. 

ju~j 

Ttnamal, 

village. 


Or Tinmalt. 

k-J 

Tit, 

ruins. 

33-10 3.30 

^ An eye. Ber. 
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Tizitit, 

*j\aj Tomarah, 
Cj\y Tuwat, 



Lat.N. 

0 / 

Loiig.W, 
0 1 
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town. 

34-30 

5. 0 

AI-Guwalili, now Mulai 
Idris. 

trihp. 




village. 

34 . 0 

6.5O 

Fruit trees. 

station. 

VJ. 0 

1. 0 

t. Oasisand kaflleh station in 
“■ the desert. 


U. 


vW 

U'far an, tribe 

"A' 

TTlut, tribe. 

O 7 


Ummu-l-hudaja, 

village 

w uLl_ 

SS 

Us* 

-52. 

*4» 

1 

1 

id. 

* •» « 

- l-janibah, 

id. 


- r-rebi f eh, river. 



W. 


Wad, river. 

-- 

— JBh-Sinagah, 

id. 


- el-Arsah, 

id. 

ss 

•- el-Ayyashal 

!,id. 


- el-Ghored, 

id. 

Jj\ — 

- el-Halk, 

id. 

/W' — 

- el-Jeivahir, 

id. 

* 

- el-Mahsan, 

id. 

It 

— - el-Mailah, 

id* 

JUI- 

- el-Mal, 

id. 

<un — 

■- el-Millah, 

id. 


- el- Tinnin, 

id. 

‘JJfeM — 

— -el-Yahud, 

id. 


— un-ncfis, 

id. 

tL$j\ —•— Ergilah, 

id. 


— Gart, 

id* 

* 

— Ghomarah, 

id. 


— Gw, 

id. 


®9* 0 9-45 
35. o 6.15 

Mother of camel’s shriek. 

Mother of the young os¬ 
trich. 


Mother of one of thecamcl 
loads. 


33-17 

8.17 

Mother of spring plants. 



PI. Audiyahi—in Maiocoo, 
Widan. 

33.50 

7.10 


33.40 

7.25 w. 

The river of the orchards. 

35 32 

6. 0 

The life-giving (stream). 

31-29 

9.47 A. 

The river formed by rain¬ 
water, not always full. 

35.45 

5.45 

The river of the mouth or 
throat. 

34.15 

5- 0 

The river of Jewels. 

35-10 

6. 5 W. 

The benefactor. 

35.30 

1.15 

The river of riches. 

33.40 

7. *5 

Sect-river. 

34.30 

5-45 

Dragon-river. 

35-48 

5.50 

Jew’s river. 

3».3o 

8. 0 

The precious river. 

34.30 

4.30 

The arm. Bur. 

35.15 

3.15 

The river of karats or ca- 
robs. 

35.15 

4.15 ' 

The river of the Gho- 
mcrahs. 

32. 0 

2. 0 

Passage, alley, entry. 
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TTarf 1 1sawi, 

river. 

33. 0 

9. 0 

Isawi River. 4 

J V- 

a A 

— Kerkal, 

id. 

• 

35.15 

4.45 

The river of frogs. 

— Levcii, 

id. 



The coloured or variable 

uV — 

34.15 

5. 0 

river. 

jU — 

— Muluyah, 

id. 

35. 8 

2.16 

The winding river. 

The river of eels. The po¬ 

— Nun, 

id. 



sition of the mouth of the 

“ 

28.40 

11.10 

A . river that falls into the 
Atlantic near Cape Nun 


—•- Sahil, 

id. 

35.»5 

6.15 

is here given, whether it 
be Wad Nun or Wad So- 

w 



lciman seems doubtful. 

!*-» — 

— Sebu, 

id. 

34.18 

6.40 

W. The mountain river, the 
• torrent. 

— 

— So’, 

id. 

34.30 

2.30 

A tributary to theMuluyah. 

dii\j — 

— Tafnah, 

id. 

35.17 

1,28 

The sunset. 

■>0 - ■ 

— Tensift, 

id. 

33. 4 

9.23 

* The overflowing river, cen- 

“• tial river. 

If** — 

■— Tidsi, 

id. 

31. 0 

9.45 

Concealed, or hidden. 

■ 

— Tildi, 

id. 




« * 

— u-l-Abid, 

id. 

32.30 

6.15 

Slave river. 

crA^ — 

— Ulk6s, 

id. 

35.13 

6. 8 

W. The Luccob of our maps. 

— 

— Werghah, 

id. 

34.15 

5.30 


t&Z3 - 

— Yetkom, 

id. 

33-55 

7- 0 

W. 

1 

— Yissil, 

id. 

31.40 

7-30 

W. Rush River. 

JO — 

— Ziz, 

id. * 

3®.30 

4. 0 



Wdhran, 

town. 

35.41 

0.40 

„ - Oran, town and port on 
the Mediterranean. 

dj jJ 

Walidiyah, 

Aslle. 

32.45 

9. 0 



Warmfen, 

spring 1 . 

32.45 

5- 0 

Source of the river Urn- 
mu-r-rebieh. 


Warikah, 

town. 

31.20 

7?35 

Aghmat Warikah. 


Wartighah, 

tribe. 

33.40 

3.20 


cr 4 “* , \j 

Wasman, 

tomb. 



Tomb orkobbeh in the Jo- 
bel Hadidor Iron moun¬ 
tains. 

uUj 

Waze'in, 

town. 

34-45 

530 

The abode or residence of 
a famous saint. 

jij 

Weld, 

child. 



PI. Aulad. Prefixed to 
^ many names of tribes. 

Vrj 

Wijiyah, 

point&vil. 

35.31 

5. 7 

Sdhething very visible. 4r. 

»^>rj 

Wujdah, 

town. 

34.40 

1.50 

Vulgo Uchdah, Oushdah 
of our maps. 


Wuljah, 

plain. 

33- 0 

8.45 

Drinking. A water-bucket, 
a watery plain or valley. 


Wustan, 

mount. 



Intermediate. 



m 
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0 t 

tonj.W, s|j 
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Yaferi , 

village. 





Yafus, 

tribe. 




w 

Yanfarak , 

tribe. 





Yasfaten, 

mount. 





YelleSj 

village. 

35-15 

4- O 




z. 





Zq,waghah , 

tribe. 

33-15 

6.15 

Seducers. 

A very ancient Berber tribe 

*A ) 

Zawawah, 

tribe. 



especially in Moghrib-el- 
Ausat. 

‘V.A 

Zawiyah, 

sanctuary 



PI. Zawaya. A retreat into 
which a devotee retires 
from the world. 

^ 1 

— Jew 

village. 

31.20 

7 . SO 

The corner or retreat of 
Ben Sasl. 

J ir* 

— Jen Sheradi, sanct. 

31.30 

8. 0 

Noted sanctuary on the 
twnks of the Wad Noils. 


— Mulaildris, town. 

34.30 

5. 0 

The retTeat of my lord 
Idris, founder of Fas. 

J-*-j 

Zehbel, 

village. 



Dung or ordure of men and 
cattle. 


Zefitunah, 

town. 

33-58 

5-30 

Plantation of olives. Mik- 
nas . 

^*Uj 

Zenatah, 

tribe. 



One of the principal and 
most populous Berber 
tribes. 

A place where reed9 and 
canes grow. 

Sj\j 

Zerah, 

village. 




Zerdrah , 

tribe. 

32.30 

6.45 

Inflamed. Excellent gra¬ 
ziers, or in raising and 
feeding camels. 

Sandhill. Her. 

h) 

Zerku, 

village. 




Zcinat. 

village. 

35.38 

5.40 

Ornament, decoration. 
Vulgo, Zinat. 


Zoheir, 

tribe. 

33.30 

5.14 

Flowers, splendour, ele¬ 



gance. 

M. Graberg’s 

original MS., 

which he 

has kindly presented to the 


Society, contains nearly double the number of names, which have been 
omitted here, partly because they belong to places of minor importance, 
but principally for the purpose of reducing the Vocabulary within such 
limits as are prescribed by the nature of this Journal. 
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XXI. —Account of the recent exploring Expedition to the Interior 

of Australia. By Major T. L. Mitchell, F.G.S., and , 

M.R.G.S., Surveyor-General of New South Wales. 

Having recently returned to England on leave of absence, after 
a residence of ten years in New South Wales, during which 
period I have surveyed that colony, and led three expeditions into 
parts previously unknown; I have much pleasure in submitting 
to the Royal Geographical Society the following brief account of 
these journey*, prefacing the narrative by a few observations on 
what had previously been done in exploring the "interior, by my 
predecessor in office, and others. • 

In 1818, during a rainy season, Mr. Oxley, the late Sur¬ 
veyor-General, traced the course of the Macquarie to an inun¬ 
dation which he considered an inland sea. In 1829 (a dry season). 
Captain Sturt, pursuing Oxley’s route, penetrated about a hundred 
miles farther, and was twice compelled to retire from the banks 
of a river of salt water, because no fresh water could be found. 

In another direction, Mr. Oxley had, in 1817 (also a wet season), 
traced the river Lachlan, to an inundation similar to that which 
terminated his survey of the Macquarie ; and he thereupon con¬ 
cluded that the whole country beyond was a marsh and unin¬ 
habitable. But, in 1824, the journey of Messrs. Hovell and 
H ume led to a more favourable conclusion, respecting the 
southern portion, at least, by the discovery of several large 
rivers, whose courses appeared to concentrate on the Murrum- 
bidgee,—a river flowing nearly in the direction of that point to 
which Mr. Oxley had traced the Lachlan. In 1880, Captain 
Sturt embarked in a boat on the waters of the Murrumbidgee, 
which led him accordingly to the great channel of the streams 
which had been crossed by Hovell and Hume; and, by descend¬ 
ing this large river, which had been named the Hume by Mr. 
Hume, and the Murray by Captain Sturt, he discovered its estuary 
in Encounter Bay. The Murray received a Aver from the north, 
supposed to be the Darling, but its waters were fresh and the 
identity remained a question. 

Such was the state of Australian geography when General 
Darling left New South Wales in 1831. During the temporary 
government of Sir Patrick Lindesay another step was gained. A 
bushranger having been sentenced to suffer death for cattle-steal¬ 
ing, and who had been so long associated with the aborigines that 
he had acquired a knowledge of their language and means of 
subsistence, had related so plausible a tale respecting a very 
large river which he had followed in a north-western direction 
from Liverpool Plains to the sea coast, that the acting Governor 
was induced to despatch an expedition, under my command, to 
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examine the country on that side. The report drew more atten¬ 
tion, at that time, as the course ascribed to the river Peel 
by Oxley and Cunningham, was quite at variance both with 
recent surveys and this man’s, description of it. The result of 
the journey was the discovery of the Karaula, or Darling, as a 
fresh-water river, in the latitude of 29 °; and that its basin com¬ 
prehended all the streams falling westward from the coast-range, 
as far north as that parallel; and that one of these, the Peel, 
flowed westward, and not northward, as supposed by Oxley and 
Cunningham. Limited as that excursion was by the unfortunate 
murder of two men and seizure of provisions by the aborigines, 
it afforded the "means of demonstrating the advantages of angular 
measurement, and of devoting particular attention to the highest 
points of the country.* 

The remarks on that journey, which appeared in the second 
volume of this Journal, may be best understood by comparing the 
course ascribed therein to the Peel, with that since laid down from 
actual survey. The looser maps of early travellers, so far from 
being a test of accuracy, are uncommonly erroneous in that spot; 
and the names first given, if doubtful in their application, for that 
reason, are of no consequence whatever, as they only lead, in 
such cases, to confusion, f 

Captain Sturt undertook the survey of the interior by following 
up Mr. Oxley’s discoveries, and tables of the number of miles 
explored by each traveller have been published on maps in Eng¬ 
land; but the officers of the surveying department had been 
extending across the country, from the Observatory at Paramatta, 
those more systematic operations which have left but few traces 
of such early journeys on the maps. 

On leaving Sydney for the northern interior, I left in the hands 
of the engraver a trigonometrical ma'p of the colony. Its wildest 
regions, which had been previously considered inaccessible, had not 
only been explored on the principles which I have since applied 
to the exploration oi the interior, but they had also been surveyed, 
intersected by roads, planted with villages, and divided into coun¬ 
ties, according to the boldest natural divisions, and yet of given 
extent. I could at length overlook the interior from a base of 

* It is due to the memory of a very enterprising and talented officer, the late 
Captain Forbes, of the mounted police, thah, I should mention here his subsequent 
excursion to the hanks of the Gwydir, accompanied by Lieutenants Maule and Finch. 
Captain Forbes traced the Gwydir to its sources near»Mount Lindesay, and obtained 
much information respecting aboriginal names of localities, which he sent to me 
from India, and shall appear in ray forthcoming map of these discoveries. 

f The river to which Mr. Oxley gave the name of “ Peel ” could not be mistaken 
by me, as alleged in that paper, because it has, ever since Oxley’s journey, been 
known by that name to the stockmen; and there is no other like it to the eastward. 

“ Communemque prius, seu lumine solis, et auras, 

Cautus humum longo siguovit liinite mens or.'* 
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ranges, which had been traced through all their ramifications, and 
the satisfaction with which I then beheld the country behind these 
ranges reconciled me to the disappointment I had experienced 
in my early views of exploring the desert regions beyond them. 

After that journey, in 1831, it*was obvious that all the ranges 
to the southward of 29° S., with one exception only, terminated 
either on the interior plains, or were limited by the known courses 
of rivers. The only ridge south of 29° which could possibly prove 
continuous westward was that between the Macquarie and the 
Lachlan, and »on the solution of this question depended the 
course of the Darling; for if the range had proved continuous 
the river must have turned, as many then thought *it would, to¬ 
wards the north-western coast. The divergent courses of the 
Macquarie and Lachlan gave some weight to the opinion that 
they belonged to different basins, especially as they were sepa¬ 
rated by what Mr. Oxley termed “ a very elevated range,” which 
was seen by him extending westward, at a distance of seventy-two 
miles. Towards the head of this feature, on the east of Oxley's 
route, the mountain mass of the Canobolas, projecting westward 
so much farther than other branches from the coast-range, and its 
greater elevation (since ascertained by me to be 4461 feet above 
the sea), were facts in favour of such an hypothesis. In proceed¬ 
ing to explore, in 1835, the course of the Darling, by order of the 
British government, I availed myself of this range, as far as my 
instructions permitted; and thus I avoided the marshes of the 
Macquarie, and reached the farthest point previously attained on 
the Darling, without crossing a single stream.* 

The chief discoveries of this journe^ were— 

1st. The course of the Darling, which was surveyed for 300 miles 
(in direct distance) beyond the farthest point previously reached. 

2nd. That the country b^ond this river was intersected by 
ranges, the interior plains being ascertained to be of no great extent. 

3rd. That Duck Creek is a principal channel by which the 
waters of the Macquarie reach the Darling. * 

4th. The whole course of the river Bogan, “ Allan s Water ” 
of Oxley; which was connected with “ New Year’s Creek” of 
Sturt, by tracing this river fully 300 miles. This was a line of 
considerable importance, as affording the means of access to the 

* For an account of this journey, from tfle pen of the traveller who hod preceded 
me, see “ The Times ” of 25th February, 1836, in which an error of i^axly a degree 
of longitude is accounted for by the greater altitude of the sun in summer! In ex¬ 
ploring, great accuracy could not be expected, but the remarks contained in that 
advertisement evince but little sympathy for a brother-traveller. The statements 
respecting the natives and the number of the party are incorrect. The positions 
and movements of the little party on the Darling required as much care as those of 
a corps d'armee. The extreme anxiety of its leader to conciliate the natives and 
avoid collisions, when at the same time occupied in surveying and drawing, can 
scarcely be imagined or understood by any who have not been in similar situations. 
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river Darling at all times; the chief impediments to travelling in 
Australia being the want of water in dry seasons, and too much of 
it during seasons of rain. Water is always to be found, .at least in 
ponds, in the Bogan, and no floods can reach the rising grounds 
over the left bank of that river. 5 

The death of the lamented Mr. Richard Cunningham, by the 
hands of the natives, deprived science of those discoveries which 
might have been expected from so able a botanist; nevertheless, 
the specimens brought from the Darling comprise some of a new 
and highly interesting character, and will be fully described in 
notes to my journal of these travels, by an eminent botanist. 

The singular conduct and character of the aboriginal inhabit¬ 
ants (whose hostility at the termination of the journey had com¬ 
pelled the party, during my absence, to lire upon them in their 
own defence) exhibit human nature in some new and striking 
points of view, as will appear in the graphic illustrations which I 
am preparing for publication. 

The grand object of that journey, however, was not accom¬ 
plished ; and on the following year a second expedition to the 
Darling was considered necessary to complete the exploration of 
its course. 

In 1836 I accordingly again proceeded into the interior, when 
three years of drought had dried up not only every pool, but 
even the river Lachlan; which line, however, under such circum¬ 
stances, I was Compelled to follow, in order to accomplish the 
objects of that expedition: these were not confined to the Dar¬ 
ling ; my attention was also directed to the course of the Murray 
upwards, and the unknown country beyond it. Compelled to 
deal with the elements as we found them, 1 traced, although with 
great difficulty, from want of water, the Lachlan’s channel to the 
Murrumbidgee, and the Murrumbidgee into the Murray. Esta¬ 
blishing a depot near the junction of the last two rivers for the re¬ 
pose and refreshment of the exhausted cattle, and leaving Mr. 
Stapylton and a party in charge of it, I continued my survey along 
the river Murray down to the junction of the river- Darling, and. 
this river upwards until I identified it with that from which the 
party had retired on the former year. 

When absent from our depot, the rain set in, the Murray rose, 
and when we were entangled in its rising back-waters, which, 
formed large lakes, the same tribe of savages who had attacked 
the men <Sn the Darling, now, in greatly increased numbers, 
surrounded this small party on the Murray. The measures of 
defence adopted under these circumstances were, fortunately for 
the lives of the party, successful, although they involved the 
painful necessity of Jiring upon the hostile natives. 

On regaining the dep6t on the Murray, which could only be 
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accomplished by swimiping the horses over several deef> reaches t 
of the flooded river, the whole party crossed this large stream, the 
breadth of which was here 110 yards only, the current being very 
rapid. Exploring its course upwards, by proceeding along'the , 
left bank, we found that the outer banks, or bergs,* receded' to a 
great distance from the river, the intervening margins^ presenting 
a vast expanse, covered with reeds, which in some directions 
extended to the horizon. The ground on which these reeds grew 
was, however, firm, and the river did not lose its cho^nel, although 
the reedy apace was, in some parts, intersected by winding or 
serpentine reaches of still water. On arriving at* a large lake 
named “Boga,” in lat. 35° 26' S., long. 143° 45' E., the party 
found that the reedy expanse was contracted by grassy semicir¬ 
cular ridges, which formed the eastern side of remarkable cir¬ 
cular basins or lakes, in most of which the water was salt, or 
brackish. The course of the main stream was again marked by 
trees, and, back from the river, towards the. west, the country 
assumed a more favourable aspect, while to the southward and 
eastward of “ Boga” it wore a park-like appearance, presenting 
extensive flats, covered with rich verdure, and watered by lagoons 
shaded by lofty trees. 

At length, ig^Jong. 144° 20' E. the party were once more gra¬ 
tified with the hopeful sight of mountains; the dead reaches 
debarred all access to the living stream, and I‘ eagerly turned 
toward the south-west, to enter a perfectly unknown region. 
After surmounting the barriers of parched deserts and hostile 
barbarians, I bad at length the salkfiiction of overlooking from 
a pyramid of granite a much better country. The hill which I 
ascended, and named Mount Hope, was the most western ex¬ 
tremity of a granitic range, extending from the south-east. A 
beautifully broken horizon in the south bounded plains which 
were thejn quite green, and gracefully wooded. It was no 
longer my hopeless task, as on the banks * of the Darling, 
‘'to describe stagnation and delineate vacancy.” Here, the 
party traversed a finely-variegated country, well watered, not only 
by streams from the south-east, but also by others from a lofty 
central mass which I named the Grampians of the South. These 
mountains appeared to water the ^country around them, without 
obstructing a free communication through it. The rain continu¬ 
ing, the soft rich earth materially impeded the prog^ss of the 
drays through this fine region. The stock of provisions was 
reduced to a small quantity, vfcjiile the progress of the party waS, 
on some days, limited to onc oi; two miles. ^Wben within forty 

* 1* I here adopt the very useful terras recommended liy ColotKfel Jackson, in his < 
sensible paper on “ Geographical Arrangement, and Nomenclature,” in the fourth 1 
volume of the Journal of the Royal Geographical Society. 
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miles of the highest summit of the Grampians I rode forward to 
it, leaving the animals to rest. Ascending, 1 distinguished it with 
the name of the Sovereign in whose reign that region which it 
overlooked had been explored. On this summit I passed anight, 
vainly hoping that the clouds would lea\e it. The thermometer 
stood at 27°, and having but little to eat, two of the four men 
accompanying me were taken ill, and only got down with much 
difficulty. At sunrise the clouds left this summit for a short time, 
and unveiled,*! scene of amazing grandeur, but by no means favour¬ 
able for tin* operations of a surveyor. A sheet of clouds covered 
sea and land? with the exception of a few peaks. 

The Wimmera, a river remarkable from flowing in several deep 
and continuous channels, rises on the north-eastern side of these 
Grampians, and after receiving various small tributaries in its 
course westward, to near Mount llowick, it then suddenly 
assumes a north-western course, which it was pursuing when 
abandoned by the party in longitude 142° E. The Glenelg re¬ 
ceives all the waters falling south and south-west from the Gram¬ 
pians, and falls into the Southern Ocean in the deepest part of 
the curve between Cape Northumberland and Capo Bridgewater. 
Leaving the cattle to rest, in charge of a party under Mr Stapyl- 
ton, and embarking with the rest of the men on this river, J 
reached the estuary in the boats, and was much disappointed to 
find it but a shallow outlet, the river for many miles having pro¬ 
mised something better, by maintaining an uniform breadth of 
100 yards, and an average depth of four fathoms. 

As the party returned towards the southern skirts of the Gram¬ 
pians, I visited Portland Bay, where I found several whaling 
parties, and also an establishment on shore, where I had the good 
fortune to obtain, from Messrs. Menty and Co., a small supply 
of flour. 

The country between the Grampians and the coast is chiefly of 
the trap l'ormatioh. Extensive downs occur, which are covered 
with danlhonia —the best kind of grass. Amygdaloidal rocks 
appear in hollows on these plains; and, further to the eastward, 
the party traversed a region of the most fascinating character, 
where the hills were smooth, verdant, and nearly all of a marae- 
loid form, the rock composing them consisting wholly of lava. 
Mount Napier, situated between the Grampians and Portland 
Bay, contains a crater—the first hitherto discovered in Australia, 
and is surrounded for several miles by a rock which appears to 
be an ancient lava. 

The Grampians of the south are situated between the latitudes 
of 36° 52 ; , and 37° SB' N., and between the longitude of 142° 25', 
and 142“ 47' E .; the latter being the longitude of Mount William, 
which is the highest and most eastern summit, being elevated 
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4500 feet above the sea. The other hills were so favourably 
situated for surveying the whole country, that I found no difficulty 
in carrying a chain of triangles alcjng their summits from Portland 
Bay homewards, or in picking the way before me for the passage 
of drays through gaps in ranges, sometimes fifty miles a-head of 
the party, and from such summits tracing the general courses of 
the various rivers crossed by it. A range of grassy hills between 
the Grampians and the Alps I named the Australian Pyrenees— 
distinguishing 4he principal fixed summits with the lames of Cole, 
Byng, Campbell, &c. 

From Mount Macedon I reconnoitred Port Phillip at the dis¬ 
tance of sixty miles*. In this region the party crossed ranges of 
granite, others of trap rock, the woods forming open forests which 
only partially covered the country. This, even in its present state, 
seems nearly all available for the purposes of agriculture and 
grazing; and being almost without any aboriginal inhabitants, it 
is consequently in the best state for the reception of British emi¬ 
grants. 

In point of latitude this extreme southern angle of Aus¬ 
tralia is preferable to any other portion, supposing other advan¬ 
tages equal. But the snowy mountains here temper the climate 
still more, and support throughout the summer the large rivers 
to which they give birth. The sea on three 4des throws up 
clouds of moisture, and the general appearance of the country, 
duly considering these circumstances, induced raei to distinguish 
this region by the name of “ Australia Felix that is to say, the 
whole country situate to the south war ?1 of the river Murray. 

1 was anxious to have ascertained what harbours the coast 
afforded, but the difficulties we encountered in conducting the 
boats and heavy wheel-carriages over a country without roads, 
and during a very rainy season, allowed no time for the excur¬ 
sions which I meditate^ towards different parts of the coast, and 
especially to that portion between Cape Bernouilli and Cape 
Northumberland, which appeared to me to be the most pro¬ 
mising, but which has never been well examined. Towards 
Cape Otway, also, I perceived, from the mountains, an extensive 
sheet of water, named “ Cadong ” by the natives. 

The draught-oxen having bec<jmc quite exhausted by the time 
they reached the southern extremity of the Gramjjjans, I left 
Mr. Stapylton there, in Charge of the bulk of the equipment and 
cattle, at a spot named Lake Repose, where they were to refresh 
during two weeks; while I, with a lighter party, explored the 
route homewards, and was thus enabled to send back to Mr. 

* This hill has since been visited from Pott Phillip, l>y the Governor in person, 
when my observations were verified by Capt. P. P. King, R.N., who accompanied 
lus Excellency. 

U 2 
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Stapylton a supply of provisions, which met this surveyor, as ar¬ 
ranged, on the banks of the Murray. 

Across all these mountain-ranges and rivers the boat carriage 
and the principal boat, both of which had been used on two expe¬ 
ditions, were carried safe back to Sydney. On this last occasion 
no lives had been sacrificed to the natives. On the contrary, six of 
the aborigines, male and female, had accompanied the party 
throughout the journey, and contributed most essentially to its 
safety and suV-ess. The whole distance, amounting to upwards of 
2400 miles, was measured with the chain, and this measurement 
was connected with angular surveys, and observed latitudes, as 
much as circumstances permitted. 

The general results of these three expeditions, however insig¬ 
nificant they may appear, compared to what the exploration of 
Australia on the same principles might have produced, are never¬ 
theless sufficient to prove that the interior of the country is very 
accessible, and can be most easily explored by tracing the lines of 
high land. 

The journeys hitherto undertaken, in order to follow out 
the courses of rivers, have led the travellers to those low 
levels which, in rainy seasons, have suggested the ideas of 
inland seas, and, at drier seasons, have been found still less 
accessible from the great scarcity of water, the level surface 
presenting no inequalities fit to contain much, still less heights 
to retain or condense vapour; but where, on the contrary, all 
the moisture is exposed to the evaporating power of extremely 
hot winds. The higher grounds are not subject to so many dis¬ 
advantages, while the survey of them may be attended with more 
certain and satisfactory results. In wet seasons, chains of heights 
present the only accessible lines; alrdost every valley or ravine then 
contains water, while summits are secure from inundation. In dry 
seasons, on the contrary, the traveller may seek with some confi¬ 
dence among such* elevations, so favourable to the condensation of 
moist clouds, for the springs which form the sources of streams; 
water being less exposed in the rocky bosoms of the hills to the 
effdbts of evaporation and absorption. By tracing the connexion 
of any high ground, the sources of the streams on each side thereof 
are ascertained, so that when such limits of their basins have been 
defined, any one may know where to look for the rivers arising 
therein; and, with a knowledge of the elevation, extent, and qua¬ 
lity of the sources of rivers, we might appreciate their magnitude 
and the value of their deposits. 

By proceeding in any given direction, besides the disadvantages 
attending both the want and the superabundance of water, at most 
seasons insurmountable, in the Australian interior, the geographi¬ 
cal information obtained by such a course cannot be, at best, but 
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very imperfect. For wliereas the course of a river, or the direc¬ 
tion of a range, once ascertained and marked in its true place in 
the world’s map, is an acquisition, one sure step gained towards 
a thorough knowledge of all the earth’s features: from a line of 
route, on the contrary, which only crosses any number of streams 
and ranges at one or two points, no such permanent advantage is 
derived, but erroneous conclusions as to the course and identity of 
streams, or the direction of ranges crossed, arc too frequently the 
only results. The knowledge thus obtained amount* to little more, 
indeed, than the fact—which might, without much hesitation, be 
assumed, respecting any extensive region not quite a desert— 
namely, that it is intersected by streams and ranges, whose sources 
and direction are unknown. 

13y tracing out the different ranges which branch into the in¬ 
terior from the eastern coast range, and thus either discovering 
what high land unites the hills of Moslem and Western Australia, 
and divides the waters falling north and south, or the non-existence 
of any such high land, wo should in either case break up the 
blank map thereof. All other questions seem subordinate to this, 
as the extent of the basins of any rivers on either side would be 
determined. Inland lakes or seas, if such were found, might 
be gained thus by the most permanent lines of access, while the 
steps of the traveller would in any c.ase mark out features of pri¬ 
mary geographical importance. To insist further on the advan¬ 
tage of carrying an exploratory survey along chains of hills which 
command distant prospects of the country, and afford the means of 
angular measurement, when time anfl means permit, rather than 
over low plains and through woods, may seem as superfluous as it 
would be to recommend daylight for a survey rather than dark¬ 
ness ; nevertheless, to trace drivers over plains subject to inunda¬ 
tion, rather than to explore the more accessible limits of their 
basins, has been chiefly the practice in exploring Australia, and 
lienee it is that the geography of that large portion of the earth’s 
surface is still involved in obscurity. 

The principle of tracing ranges, herein recommended, has been 
successfully applied to the survey of all the wild and unexplored 
districts of New South Wales, and its practical utility demon¬ 
strated in a map of that colony, # engraved in Sydney, and sent by 
me to the Geographical Society in 1834. A country less favour¬ 
able for such operations«can scarcely be imagined. Intersected by 
ravines, accessible only to the eagle, the horizon, nevertheless, 
presents but few points, these being covered with wood. I3y 
ascertaining from such stations the direction of ranges con¬ 
nected with them, I was enabled to direct the progress of the 
surveyors, and thus to measure the basins of streams, whose 
courses also have been surveyed through valleys which are, even 
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now., inaccessible to the colonists. Thus,, the western sources of 
the Wollondilly, the northern and western tributaries of the 
Hawkesbury, the Macdonald, the Colo, and the courses of many 
other streams, could only be ascertained by tracing the ranges 
which enclosed them; and such parts of the map as had been 
until then as blank as that of the interior were thus broken up 
by the insertion of the principal features of the country. In this 
case the process which would still be necessary for the survey of 
a country, aftazr.a general knowledge of its features had been 
obtained, has aftorded the best means of acquiring that knowledge; 
and, in the same manner, by the mere extension of these opera¬ 
tions, all Australia may be explored. 

In the official account of my journey, in 1831, I stated that the 
whole country “ along the banks of the Karaula, the Gwydir, and 
Nammoy, bears marks of frequent inundation.” The idea of limits 
seems inseparable from that of inundation, and the rising floods of 
the Macquarie and Lachlan should have suggested that such 
rapidly rising waters had limits not very remote, rather than that 
they belonged to a sea of any extent. 

We know now that all the waters on the interior side of the 
coast-range south of 29° ,'ire received into one basin, which is sub¬ 
ject to occasional inundations, and we know the limits of this basin 
on one side. The next question naturally arising, is. Where are 
those limits on the other side ? We know that the waters rise 
suddenly to a considerable height, and we may, therefore, safely 
conclude, that the width of this basin is not extensive, conse¬ 
quently that some high land* bounds it to the north-west. Such 
an assumption is nevertheless termed “gratuitous” in the remarks 
on my dispatch, published in the second volume of the Journal of 
the Geographical Society. 

Reverting 1o the principles which have guided me, as before 
stated, in my surveys both of the colony ajid the interior, it may 
be observed, that although geographical information may not be 
considered too dear at any price, still, that when lives .are to be 
risked, and all the comforts of civilized life left behind, in order 
to obtain it, the very best use ought to be made of such know¬ 
ledge as we already do possess. In illustration of these remarks 
it may be added, that neither My. Oxley in his journey down the 
rivers Lachlan and Macquarie, nor Captain Sturt in descending 
the latter river, kept the general direction of ranges sufficiently in 
view. In exploring the course of any river under common circum¬ 
stances, and especially the courses of rivers subject to inundation, 
that bank is preferable which affords the readiest access to high 
land. The right bank of the Lachlan was, for every reason, prefer¬ 
able to the left; it was immediately adjacent to high land, which lay 
between two rivers equally the objects of research, and extended 
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towards, the interior much farther than Mr. Oxley ever ascer¬ 
tained. By crossing to the left bank, and losing sight of this 
range, the consequences were, 1st, That he mistook the Lachlan, 
on regaining that river at a lower point, for the Macquarie. 2nd, 
That he missed the “ Goobang,” an important tributary, and 
came to the erroneous conclusion that the Lachlan did not receive 
a single stream throughout its long course; nevertheless, that 
high ground, properly explored, might have proved the key to 
all that has since been discovered, and was most accessible during 
the wettest season. Lest further illustration be E^cessary to show 
the advantage of exploring the higher rather than yie lower parts 
of a country, I venture to add Mr. Oxley’s concluding description 
of the region in which, by exploring on the principle recom¬ 
mended, I have since found Australia Felix, a territory in every 
respect fit for the growth of an additional nation of men. f< Wc 
had demonstrated,” says Mr. Oxley, “ beyond a doubt, that no 
river could fall into the sea between Cape Otway and Spencer’s 
Gulf—at least none deriving its waters from the eastern coast; 
and that the country south of the parallel of 34°, and W. of the 
meridian 147° 30' E., was uninhabitable and useless for all the 
purposes of civilized men.”* 

In a similar manner the succeeding traveller proceeded along 
the right bank of the Macquarie, which, according to these 
principles, was by no means so promising or favourable as the 
left. How far the range dividing the Lachlan and Macquarie 
was associated with any idea of the basin of the latter river, 
may be learnt from the following definition of one of its northern 
extremities, “ New Year’s Range,” viz., that it is “ the first ele¬ 
vation in the interior of Eastern Australia to the westward of 
Mount Harris.”f Had the sources of New Year’s Creek or 
its basin been attended to, it could not have been considered 
“ certain that, unless rain fell in less than three weeks, all com¬ 
munication with the Darling would h:ive beemeut off.”J Neither 
was there any obvious necessity for contending with the marshes 
of the Macquarie, when it had been previously ascertained that 
high land extended into the interior, in a direction parallel to its 
left bank. 

Seasons were opposed, in tlicir greatest extremes, to my opera¬ 
tions during my last two journeys: the country, in a direct lino 
to the Darling, and most accessible during a rainy season, was 
parched with excessive drought; and then, when the party reached 
the richer soil and better watered country of Australia Felix, the 


* Oxley’s Journal of two Expeditions, p. 372. 
f Sturt’s Journal, vol. i., p. 66. £ Ibid., vol. i., p. 156. 
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heavy rains set in, which rendered that soil almost impassable. The 
> aborigines, always most hostile when most numerous, had been 
united by the droughts at points where collision was unavoidable. 
These are facts which no man elm deny, and they are stated here 
chiefly in support of the system adopted, which, even under 
circumstances so adverse, has been attended with useful results. 

The present state of Australian geography amounts to a know¬ 
ledge of all the country east of the Darling; and it is important to 
consider how this knowledge may be extended with the greatest 
advantage &n(TrC_ st risk of the loss of either the lives or the time 
of individuals, by generous efforts misapplied. 

The leading ranges whose western terminations have been ascer¬ 
tained are the following:— 

1. The Grampians of the South, between the Glenelg and 

the Murray. 

2. The range of Mount Granard, between tije Lachlan and 

the Macquarie.,, 

3. The Warrabangle range, between the Macquarie and the 

Nammoy or Peel. 

4. The Lindesay or Hardwick range, between the Peel and 

the Gwydir. 

It will appear, on reference to the map, that in order to inter¬ 
cept the next high land branching westward from the coast ranges, 
beyond the Gwydir and the Karaula, or Darling, the line of route 
traced by me in 1831 might be available for this purpose as far 
as the banks of the Karaula. The trees have been marked 
throughout that line, and thoSe persons who best understand 
exploring will, perhaps, appreciate the most, the facilities afforded 
by a lino of marked trees. This was carefully picked out for 
wheal-carriages, and leading through the region immediately 
behind the coast-ranges, where grass and water arc both abun¬ 
dant, the cattle destined for an interior journey might arrive at 
that advanced point in good condition. 

For the reasons already stated, the primary feature beyond the 
Karaula appears to be the most important object of research, and 
Would probably afford the most certain line of exploration west¬ 
ward, whetlier under a superabundance or scarcity of water. 

The probability of finding there a range of heights continuous 
westward is by no means diminished, by what I saw beyond the 
Darling, where ranges parallel to that river appeared to fall to 
the south. The sandstone strata of |ghich they consisted, how¬ 
ever, did clip to the north-west, even beyond the river, a circum¬ 
stance certainly rather against the prospect of finding high central 
land. In this view of the question, it seems not improbable, con¬ 
sidering the general course of the Darling, that another river. 
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parallel thereto, may conduct the waters of the northern portion 
of the coast range to the vicinity of Streaky Bay on the south 
coast, where indications of some large fresh-water outlet were 
noticed both by Baudin and Flinders. Were this prospect more 
certain, such a river might, indeed, be intercepted by exploring 
from beyond Fort Bourke; but from what I learnt from the 
natives in the interior, the first great river beyond the Darling is 
visited by natives from the Macquarie, hy proceeding northiuard. 
1 found, that contrary to the opinions entertained by $ome, of 
their limited knowledge, the aborigines of sonic parts are in the 
habit of setting out, occasionally, on distant expeditions, in order 
to surprise and carry off'females; and that such predatory excur¬ 
sions sometimes extend from the Macquarie to far beyond the 
Karaula, where they reach the banks of a river larger than the 
Murray, named by them the “ Wallaspleyn .” It is not im¬ 
probable that the bushranger’s story had been founded on 
reports, which he might have heard amongst the natives, of the 
existence of such a river. At all events, the waters from the 
northern coast range must flow somewhere, and the most certain 
line of exploration for the solution of this question appears to be 
in prolongation of that marked by me in 1831 to the banks of the 
Karaula. 

The difficulties which attend travelling in the interior of Aus¬ 
tralia arise chiefly from—1st, The necessity for carrying all provi¬ 
sions, tents, bedding, &c. required; 2nd, The scarcity of water; 
and, 3rd, The mischievous disposition of the savage tribes. 

A stock of provisions calculated to lasJt several months burthens 
the traveller with a load, which is sometimes vefjr inconvenient 
when rivers or rugged ranges are to be crossed. This impedi¬ 
ment we were enabled to diminish very much on the last journey, 
hy taking live sheep instead of salted meat; and we found that 
after a little time the sheep required but little care, and that they 
even fattened on the journey. * 

The difficulty of finding water may be, in a great degree, 
avoided, by awaiting a proper time for setting out on journeys to 
the interior. This would be when saturating rains had fallen, and 
filled the hollows of the surface; alter which water may be found, 
even on the plains, where certain inequalities on a surface of clay 
may retain it for several months. Seasons of flood or of drought 
are so extremely irregular in Australia, that some cautiofl is neces¬ 
sary as to the period of settinglmt. Extremes of many ycarsftlui a- 
tion were obvious in the interior, where the growth of trees, full six 
inches in diameter, in the beds of lagoons, had not been inter¬ 
rupted, until the influx of water, by some change of season, had 
at length killed them; such dead trees having been seen also 
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standing as they had grown, in the very channels of streams. On 
the other hand, the long duration of excessive floods was evinced 
by the large fresh-water muscles of ,the unio genus, and weighing 
as much as three ounces and a half, which were seen projecting 
where they had grown, in a surface which had once been mud, 
but which, when crossed by the drays of the expedition, was 
covered with the turf of two years’ grass. 

When water happens to be generally distributed over the sur¬ 
face, the dili. ’ulties arising from the third source; which certainly 
is not the least impediment to the survey of these regions, viz., 
the savage disposition of the natives, are not so much to be appre¬ 
hended. To approach suddenly a single strange native is at all 
times dangerous, for he will at all hazards attack the stranger. 
Several instances of this occurred in Mr. Oxley’s journeys, and 
strangers of the aboriginal race are equally liable to such danger, 
and are particularly cautious in their approach, especially wherever 
water is to be found. Besides the above-mentioned danger, ap¬ 
parently the consequence of desperate fear, a lurking desire to lake 
the lives of intruders, and by the most treacherous means, seems 
to be but too generally characteristic of these aborigines, especially 
when they have never before seen white men. The murder of 
tw r oon the first expedition, and of Mr. Cunningham on the second, 
are instances of this; and the same unfortunate propensity has 
been still more recently made manifest by the dreadful fate of 
Captain Frazer and his shipwrecked people. No demonstrations 
of kindness, nor gifts presented, will deter these savages from 
making attempts to approach a camp at night for such bloody 
purposes, if they see they can do so without danger. Good watch¬ 
dogs afford some security. Others have been unfortunately obliged 
to fire upon them in the dark ;* hut We avoided the painful necessity 
for doing tins, and anticipated such night attacks by a sudden dis¬ 
play of rockets and blue lights, which had the effect of dispersing 
any parties known to he so approaching under cover of night; while 
the sudden and ridiculous hustle of men dressed in masks of 
animals’ faces glaring with liquid phosphorus, firing in the air, 
anil shouting, to the no small consternation of the savages, afforded 
considerable amusement during dreary winter nights, in such soli¬ 
tudes, to the men of the party. 

Those ^natives who accompanied the expedition deserved 
the highest praise; they were intelligent, faithful, devotedly 
attached to the leader thereof, and extremely useful. However 
difficult it may be to conciliate the aborigines on the first ap¬ 
proach of mcri of a race so different from themselves, and of 
whose power, and of whose purpose, they are quite ignorant, it 

* Sturt’s Two Expeditions, vol. ii. pp. 208 and 211, 
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is not less pleasing to observe, than it must be gratifying to the 
philanthropist to learn, that when they arc once made acquainted 
with both, and have also become sensible of the universal protec¬ 
tion afforded by British humanity and British laws, they undergo 
so great a moral alteration, that too much pains cannot be taken to 
bring about so desirable a change, or to protect those children of 
the soil from the acts of violence and injustice to which they 
may be exposed in the midst of a convict population. 


XX TT. — Diary of an Ascent of the. River Corentyn in, British 

Guay ana, in October, 1836. By Robert H, Schomburgk, Esq., 

Corr. Mem. R. G. S. Read February 13th, 1837. 

Having, during the season of 1835-6, explored the river Esse- 
quibo into 3}° N., and the river Rupununy into Q.h° north latitude, 
it seemed desirable to make choice of some other of the great 
rivers of Guayana; with the hope that by pursuing the stream 
towards its source, we might be enabled to penetrate into the 
interior towards the Sierra Acaray; and also might at the same 
time investigate the capabilities of the adjacent country for sup¬ 
plying the demands of an increasing colony. In accordance, 
therefore, with apian laid before his Excellency Sir J. Carmi¬ 
chael Smyth, the river Corentyn was selected for this purpose. 
The little knowledge which the colonists had of this river, and 
the reports of those who had visited its lower regions occasionally, 
and painted its fitness for colonization in very favourable colours, 
made a further examination appear necessary. In order to be 
aide to dedicate my attention uninterruptedly to the chief object 
oi the expedition, I engaged Mr. Vieth as ornithologist, and Mr. 
Horaut, who accompanied me during my former expedition, as 
draughtsman; in addition to which Lieutenant Losack, of the 
69th Regiment, and Messrs. Cameron and Reiss, offered to 
accompany me as volunteers. 

September 2, 1836. We quitted Demernra for Berbice: so 
little is the navigation of the Corentyn known, that l found it 
unpossible to ^et a conveyance direct for that river. I was there¬ 
fore obliged to charter a schooner in Berbice to convey us to 
Plantation Skeldon, on the* western bank of the river torentyn, 
where we arrived on the 9th September, and were received with 
every kindness and hospitality by the proprietor, Mr. Ross. 
A ccording to the arrangements I had made with the Post-holder, 
Mr. do Wolff, I expected to find a sufficient number of Indians at 
the plantation Mary’s-hope to convey me to the Post. Mary’s- 
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hope is situated at the mouth of the river; and as I was anxious 
to determine its geographical position, 1 proceeded thither next 
morning, and found, to my regret, only a few Indians, and by no 
means sufficient to man the corials, which consequently delayed 
me some days, during which I determined its position to be in 
latitude G° 2' 15" N., and longitude 57° 1' 47" W. 

September If). Pursuing our way up the first or sea reach of 
the river Corentyn for about forty miles, with an average width of 
one mile, W%arrived at the Post of Oreala. The banks of the 
river thus far rfre generally low, but very fertile, and well calcu¬ 
lated for the* cultivation of the staple commodities. At present 
they are almost uninhabited; with the exception of two wood¬ 
cutting establishments on the British side of the river, no inhabit¬ 
ants are to be traced from Plantation Skeldon to within a few 
miles of the Post. Whole tracts of the most fertile land are left 
uncultivated, and are the undisputed haunt of the jaguar and the 
fleet deer. It is not only the fertility of the soil that recommends 
this tract for cultivation, but the easy communication which might 
be established between the rivers Corentyn and Canjc, an affluent 
of the Berbice, deserves consideration. 

The course of the river is almost due south in ascending, until, 
in the vicinity of the Post, it takes a somewhat eastern bend: 
here the soil changes, and a range of low hills, about fifty feet 
high, and from their white appearance called chalk hills, arc ob¬ 
served on the river’s western bank. On one of these hillocks is 
at present the site of the Post, where we intended to sojourn for 
a few days, to procure a clew sufficiently strong for manning our 
corials. I found great difficulty in effecting this; sickness pre¬ 
vailed to an alarming degree in the Indian settlements, and a 
general dislike was shown to venture on such an undertaking as 
the ascent of the Upper Corentyn, which, according to their 
superstition, is believed to be inhabited by evil spirits, besides the 
apprehension of* coming in contact with the Caribs, a nation 
dreaded by every other tribe. Many an artifice was therefore 
necessary to induce them to join us. 

There are several settlements of Indians here under the care 
of the Post-holder: the number of individuals may be 65 0, viz. 
Arawaaks, 300°; Warrows, 250; Caribs, 90 . Like the gene¬ 
rality of the Indians they cultivate provisions, and live by hunting 
and fishirfg, while the chief part of their time is spent in the 
hammock. It is only lately they have commenced assisting wood¬ 
cutters to fell timber, or to split staves, for which they receive 
monthly wages, or a stipulated sum for a certain quantity of 
staves, or squared timber. It is a pity that the credulous Indian 
should be imposed upon by many of tlie unconscientious wood- 



287 


of the River Corentyn. 

cutters, who undervalue his’ worlc, or pay him in articles with an 
enormous profit. If he discover hereafter that he has been de¬ 
ceived, his natural indolence will find a ready excuse for returning: 
to the hammock, and more injury \vill be done to the cause of 
civilization than can be remedied by the friends and promoters of 
so desirable an object. Ought not the Indian to be guarded 
against the imposition of the colonists ? 

The situation of the Post is in latitude 5° 16' 38" N., and lon¬ 
gitude 56° 53' 31" W. by chronometer. In examiiyt.g the hills 
called by the Arawaaks Oreala, by the Warro#s Alivavara, I 
descended by a hollow which had been formed by freshes; and 
after having gained the river, I had a view of a section of the 
formation. It was composed of horizontal beds of a siliceous 
conglomerate, intermixed with red sandstone, with small grains of 
slightly-rounded quartz, a calcareous* and often schistose bluish 
clay, beds of loose sand, and of a substance resembling shale. 
The unctuous and blue schistose clays however predominate. I 
did not discover any organic remains. These cliffs stretch north 
and south for about three miles. In their rear extend Savannahs 
for a considerable distance ; they are clothed with short grass, but 
the soil is not fertile, and soon exhausted. 

Immediately opposite Oreala, on the eastern shore, is Semira, 
the site of a former Moravian mission, and ten miles higher up, 
on the western bank, is the deserted site of another establishment 
of these persevering and truly Christian men. 

September 21, 22. While here the autumnal equinox occur¬ 
red, and I took a set of hourly motcorological observations y 
for forty-eight hours. The situation of the barometer was about 
one hundred feet above the sea. 

September 25. Having oompletcd our arrangements, we 
quitted Oreala. While stopping at Mr. Layfield’s, in latitude 
5° 15' N., I measured a base line to determine the width of the 
river, and found it to be dt liigli-waler mark 1230 yards, the aver¬ 
age rise of the tide O' feet; the velocity of the current increased 
by the ebb tide about three miles an hour; the temperature of 
the water was 82°.5 Fahr. One mile east of Mr. Layfield’s are 
two islands, the smaller called Buujabanabii, the larger Killi- 
kagro. From the eastern end of the latter extends a consider¬ 
able sand-bank towards the wesfern bank of the river; but on 
the eastern shore is a channel deep enough for vessels of fifty 
tons. While approaching Asirikani or Long Island, a sudden 
rise of the water or bore of three feet high occurred, and dashed 


* Lime is very rare in Guayana. Dr. Hancock observes that he never met with 
anything that would effervesce with an acid on the Kssequibo, Parme, or Orinoko. 
f Preserved for reference in the library of the Society. 
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violently against the shore; this was repeated three times; it 
usually takes place at the first setting in of the flood-tide, and is 
highest at the equinoxes. The natives call it Abapuri.* The 
river, although here are two inlands, is by no means narrowed in; 
but half a mile further north it takes a sudden bend, which may 
help to cause the rapid rise of the young tide. 

We observed the Abapuri at 4h. 45m. r.M. off Asirikani, when, 
according to calculation, the flood-tide must have set in at the 
mouth of tit^Coreniyn at 1 111. 50m. a.m. If theorise of the wave 
was thereforeXhe indication of the young flood, the tide wave 
travels in five hours a distance of sixty miles by the windings of 
the river. I did not hear that the Corentyn below Asirikani offers 
a similar phenomenon, but a bore of five feet rise is said to occur 
opposite the Indian settlement ifusiappo, fourteen miles higher 
up the river. We reached before nightfall the second range of 
clay hills, called by the Indians Sipruta. They are of less 
height than the former, and their formation made me almost 
suppose, when on my return from the cataracts I examined 
them more closely, that they might contain coal. Other features 
strengthened me in my supposition; and as l do not doubt that 
this geological feature extends to Bor bice, its formation there 
may be more developed, and indicate a discovery which might be 
of great benefit to the colony. The composition of the beds 
consisting in alternating substances, as clay, shale, and sand, as 
described before, is analogous to the coal measures of Poland; 
and scattered portions of a bituminous substance, which I found on 
sandbanks in the river, first drew my attention to the fact. Here¬ 
after I hope more fully to investigate the subject. At Sipruta 
the river is somewhat hemmed in by the hillocks, and takes a 
north-eastern, and afterwards southern and south-western course, j 
describing allhost a circle; a due south course across the land 
leads from Sipruta in three quarters of an hour to Paeruru, the 
opposite point, while six houi;s are required to follow the river’s 
winding course. The luxuriant vegetation of the river appeared 
to increase the further we advanced. I readily recognised all the 
useful timber-trees for which Guayana is so much famed. The 
soil is equal, if not superior, to that of the Esscquibo, and rests 
upon a clayey substratum. The banks in the vicinity of Paeruru 
consist of ochrous clay. The river now takes a decided western 

■ ■ — . - - —-■— i—-r—--- 

* This bore is observed ia several rivers in Guayana, as well as elsewhere, which 
are funnel-sliapcd. The different tribes on the coast, we learn from Dr. Hancock, 
usually give it some name, signifying head of waters, or mother of waters; and in 
connexion with this have many strange stories to tell of the Luku-qui-yaha , 
mermaid, or “watery mamma," as they translate it.—E d. 

f It must be understood that these courses have reference to tracing the river 
upwards towards its source. 
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course: rather more than two miles west of Paeruru is the brook 
Epira, inhabited by many Arawaak Indians. We visited them on 
our return, but were obliged to wade through swamps and to 
cross the brook several times beforte we reached their settlement. 
The Manicole palm is almost the only tree which delights in the 
boggy soil, which extends between the river and the settlement. 
Their huts are built upon sandy hillocks, not more than twenty 
feet high, which extend in a south-western direction. I consider 
them a spur of, those at Kayiwa. The number of^Undians that 
live here may amount to 160; and by paths across.* - the Savannahs 
they keep up a regular intercourse with those at, the Post of 
Oreala. At the first Carib settlement, called Kayiwa, (or hard 
sand,) where we resolved to stay until the turn of the tide, we 
found that high water was at l lb. 6m. Consequently, at 
lOh. 39m., at full and change, and 5 hours later than at the 
mouth of the river, distant seventy miles, the rise amounted to 
somewhat more than thirty inches. The settlement is on a sand¬ 
hill, about 100 feet high, close to the river, and is in latitude 
6° 4' 10" N. These hillocks extend farther inland, in a south¬ 
western direction. About a mile from Kayiwa we saw another 
cliff, about fifty feet high, where clay and bog earth were the most 
prevailing substances. The clay is of the finest quality, and 
resembles pipe-clay. The. Indians have a tradition that they are 
inhabited by a large snake, which from time to time goes to drink 
the water of the Corentyn, and its passage thither has deprived 
the cliffs of vegetation. At the south-eastern base of these hills 
the river, after a course due east lor 40 miles, (tracing it down¬ 
wards) turns abruptly to the N.W., and pursues a very meander¬ 
ing course for .30 miles to the northward, forming bends about 6 
miles in diameter. The banks of the river, as we ascend, assume 
their usual height of about twelve feet. The rivulet Matappic 
joins at this angle from the eastward. It is said to be connected 
with the river Cope mime, and by it the ^Maroon Negroes 
keep up a communication between the latter river and the Co¬ 
rentyn. Thirteen miles beyond, in the parallel of 6° N., we first 
observed sandstone rocks in situ, and shortly passed several rocky 
islets. On the right or south shore joined the river Cabalaha , 
which I ascended for a few days as far as it was navigable; This 
river, which is about 100 yards \?ide at its month, exhibited all 
the luxuriance of a rich soil; numerous shrubs of the wild Ar- 
notto margined its banks, and the splendid flowers of the Cassia 
Calyantha towered over them. The river is very winding, and 
is considerably wider at six miles distance from its mouth: the 
water is of the colour of ochre, and apparently muddy, as the 
Corentyn, though, when put into a glass, it is clear. The average 
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depth is twelve feet. I have generally found the water of these 
two streams to be from 5° to 10° ot Fahrenheit higher tempera¬ 
ture than the 'air. The Cabalaba^reminded me much of the 
Upper Rupununy, frbra the “colour of the water, its numerous 
short bends, its sandy spits, and its similar fish, including the 
sting-ray. Hills sixty feet high occur about twelve miles from 
its mouth, and erratic blocks become frequent; occasionally a 
rocky islet, and its usual companion the Aromatic Guava growing. 
liixuriantlyvyrpon it. Numerous Sacki Winkis (flapale Spec. ?) 
jumped with exility from branch to branch. ( Tne water-hare, a 
species of cayia, appeared likewise frequently on the banks, and 
plunged into the river as soon as it espied us. The sound of fall¬ 
ing water attracted our attention, and discovering the mouth of a 
tributary stream to the S.E., we forced our way through the 
branches Which almost hid the entrance, and discovered a cascade 
about twenty feet in height, called by the Indians Jtafe. The* 
rocks are of sandstone, in which I found vestiges of feldspar. 
1 was astonished to find a number of blocks of a fine-grained 
whitish sandstone, which I could not trace to the parent rock. 
Tliey are used by the Indians as grindstones, and are of excellent 
quality, and well worth the trouble of procuring by the colonists. 

We slept tliis night on a S&ndy spit, and while occupied in con¬ 
structing our tents we heard a report of a gun to the eastward, 
which our Indians ascribed to the Maroon Negroes, a signal 
which the outposts generally adopt to inform the camps of the 
presence of strangers. The Indians told us that these Maroons 
frequently visit the Cabalaba on fishing expeditions: indeed, by 
means of this stream and its tributaries, aS well as those of the 
rivers Copename and Saramaca, they are said to keep up con¬ 
stant communications with the Corcntyn. In order to show that 
we were equally on the alert,’ we fired a small cannon, and we 
were not a little astonished when Mr. Vieth, who had remained 
with the rest of our party at Tomatai, eleven miles distant, told 
us oa our return that the report of our gun had been heard at 
that settlement. 

* Oct 4. - We started this morning early in order to reach the 
cascade of Avanavero, the aiqi of otir present excursion. The 
morning was-misty, and We could scarcely see more than twenty 
yards before us. The thermometer stood at 77° Fahr. at six o’clock, 
while the water had a temperature of 82°v We passed numerous 
rocky islets stratified, the strata dipping 05° to the south, and 
apparently of trappean formation. Nowhere had I seen the 
black crust of oxide of manganese in such thiok layers upon the 
rocks as here. Sandy spits projecting into t|ie river are always 
the first indication of approaching rocks and islets. It is on 
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these sandy points, that the deposits called pegas are formed of 
half-decayed vegetable mould from leaves and grass which are 
swept from the land daring the annual inpndation. 

Two miles further, a chain ot hills, about 200 feet high, 
stretches east and west, through which the river has forced itself 
a passage, and is turned at an acute angle from its north-west to 
ah east direction. These hills consist of granitic boulders piled 
upon each other, their interstices being filled with soil. A luxu¬ 
riant vegetation and fine timber-trees now cover these granitic 
heaps. At their base rushes the Cabalaba ovei*a rocky barrier, 
forming the cascade of Avanavero, about twenty-five feet in 
height. The tract of granite, is barely a mile in width, above 
which the river flows again uninterruptedly, its breadth being 
about 200 yards. According to observation which I took on the 
sandy spit the night previous, Avanavero is in lat. 4° 47' N. and 
long. 57° 13' W. 

On our return to Tomatai every possible hindrance was re¬ 
sorted to to prevent our departure. The difficulty with which 
luggage can be conveyed had obliged me to curtail the stock of 
provisions, expecting that the Indians would furnish me with 
casada bread. Before I left Tomatai, on our excursion to Cabal¬ 
aba, they had given me their promise to have a large quantity 
ready on my return. They advanced numerous excuses for not 
having complied with their promise, and desired me to wait three 
days longer, at the expiration of which eight or ten cakes were 
brought, a quantity which was not sufficient for one day’s suste¬ 
nance, and neither threats nor promises could induce them to sell 
us more. Those whom the post-holder had engaged to accompany 
me in my expedition did not refuse to do so, but the provisions 
they took with them were by no means sufficient £pr a lengthened 
period. Towards the other Indians the Caribs were overbearing, 
and refused them any o£ the provision which ( they had in super¬ 
fluity. This may have been $he reason that four of my Arawaak 
crew took a corial and ran away, and consequently I was the more 
obliged to depend upon our uncivilized Caribs. Their number is 
by no means great: the settlement Kayiwa, on the British side, 
does not muster beyond thirty men, women and children included, 
while the population of the three settlements, Tomatai, Pacuima, 
and Maijari, on the Dutch side, may amount to 1Q0 persons; 
many of these belong to*the mixed race, the descendants of a 
Carib father and an African mother; they keep up a constant 
intercourse with the Caribs on the rivers Copename and Way- 
omba. The old maps represent generally a connexion between 
the rivers Corentyn and Nickierie by the river Maratica. I was 
not able to get the slightest information on the subject, but as the 
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Caribs who purpose visiting the settlements on the Corentyn 
always use that river as the high road, it is to be presumed that 
they are not acquainted with any other, or they would have chosen 
the shortest. We found at Tomatai three Machsie women, kept in 
bondage by the Caribs. Only a short time ago one had attempted 
to make her escape, but was recaptured: what her fate was I could 
not ascertain, but I was told that she had been sent to Copename. 
This nefarious trade is, therefore, still carried on; and from seve¬ 
ral observations which fell from the Caribs, we suspected that a 
new expedition^) the Macusies was in contemplation; and further 
circumstances, as will be seen in the sequel, proved that our sus¬ 
picions had been too well founded^ 

Tomatai is in 4° 5Q\' N. and 57° l6 ; W. 

Oct. 11.—I was rather surprised to find that three corials with 
Caribs, which were entirely unattached to my expedition, followed 
us, though at first keeping behind; the next day they joined us. 
I saw clearly through their policy : the Caribs were thus by far 
the more numerous party, and while I could not prevent it, I 
adopted every precaution to render any bad intentions from their 
side harmless: our corials were chained and locked every night, 
and my own, manned with Watrows, kept always in the rear when 
under way: our whole party, thus increased by unwelcome guests, 
amounted to fifty-eight persons. As we ascended, the Corentyn 
still came from the west for about twelve miles. Above Tomatai 
the river is studded with rocks; some hills about 150 feet high 
occur on the northern bank. I consider them an offset of the 
Twasinkie* mountains whi6*h I passed in 1835, on the river Esse- 
quibo, in about the same parallel; their geological character was 
similar. A small stream, called Assiprua , here falls in from the 
northward. South of the island AUapalissa, the rocks assumed a 
north and south direction, and in their gigantic forms resembled 
much those of Accra Moucra on the Epsequibo. The banks of 
the river in the vicinity of Alavarlae island are ten to twelve feet 
high, and consist of a species of clay which the Indians call alina 
or acuru; they use it for the manufacture of pottery. The sub¬ 
stratum was an ochrous clay, covered with rich mould, in which 
trees and plants appeared to thrive luxuriantly. The wild cotton 
which I found here is of a superior texture, and the samples 
which I carried with me to the coast were much admired. We 
experienced on the night of the 11 th a Severe thunder storm; the 
rain descended in torrents with the noise of a cataract, and I fotmd 
that the rain fallen in eleven hours amounted to the enormous 
quantity of 5.7 inches. We encountered next morning the first 


* See Journal R. O. S„ vol. vi. p. 231. 
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rapid of consequence in the vicinity of the island Racacai, about 
seventy miles direct distance from the sea. After we had passed 
the island, our course lay towards high ground, but before we 
reached it, the river presented another of those scenes of con¬ 
fusion which are met with so frequently in the rivers of Guayana; 
many of the boulders were forty feet high, and a large decayed 
trunk which the current, during the inundation, had swept across 
two or three boulders, where it might have served, : n lieu of a 
bridge, proved* that the Corentyn, in that place, is, during the 
rainy season, at least twenty feet above its present level. The 
nearer we approached the hills we had seen in the* distance, the 
stronger we found the current, narrowed in by the hills, which we 
estimated 120 feet high: a slight bend of the river increases the 
velocity, and almost an hour elapsed before we could overcome 
its influencethe current ran at the rate of four or five knots. 
We stopped for breakfast at the foot of the hills, which had a 
north-west and south-east direction. The rocks appeared to be 
obscurely stratified, and were highly ferruginous. It is this barrier 
of hills that turns the river’s course from the south, and causes it 
to flow cast for about forty miles; a very striking feature in the 
course of this river, no trace of which appears on any of our maps 
hitherto; in fact, the upper part of the Corentyn, for the next fifty 
miles, flows on a meridian to the westward of a great portion of the 
river Berbice, whereas the former falls into the sea more than 
twenty miles to the eastward of the latter. I was told by some of 
the Caribs, that from here a path leads alternately over savannah 
and woodlands to the river Berbice, which they reached in a day 
and a half, easy walking. We passed many islands, where spots 
of whitish sand extended into the river, and which during our 
ascent we selected for our nighVs encampment. The sand, heated 
during the day, keeps up a high temperature long after the sun 
sets : at eight in the evening the air was generally 77°, the ther¬ 
mometer, placed in the sand, rose to 8 5° 3. I have frequently 
repeated this experiment, and found always a difference of from 
5° to 8° Fahr.: this difference amounted in the afternoon often to 
40°; and while at Tomatai, I observed that the white sand at 
three p. m. had a temperature of 128°, when the atmosphere was 
only 85°. On a point where the river was hemmed in on one 
side by numerous boulders of sandstone, on the other Jay a sand¬ 
bank, we halted to examine the nature of the rocks r they were of 
the same description as those I had seen at Itaffe and in the Ca- 
balaba, and in consequence of their close structure and fine grain 
peculiarly qualified for grindstones. The boulders are often ten 
to twelve feet high, and sometimes as much in girth. If hereafter 
building stones should be wanted, this tract will afford abundant 
materials. These rocks are in lat. 4° 43' long. 57° 40', at nearly 
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the most western point of the Corentyn, as far as I have had an 
opportunity of visiting it.* 

Oct. 14 . —Our progress waf next day quite slow in a S.S.E. 
direction. Rocks and islands were so numerous that our scout 
had often to visit several passages before we could venture to 
attempt one with our corials. These gigantic boulders are a most 
remarkable feature, and though they astonished me while ascend¬ 
ing the Essequibo, they are in the Corentyn more numerous and 
not less in fieight and size. Only a few are angular, the most of 
them being spheroids, or dome-shaped; all are more or less 
coated with the metallic lustre, which is said to arise from a coat¬ 
ing of oxide of manganese. Where we found several smaller 
blocks accumulated, the place between each was filled up with 
that strange vitreous matter already noticed while ascending the 
Essequibo, which I am much inclined to consider as having been 
under fusion. The scene is here very interesting; the chaos of 
rocks, the rushing of the waters, the numerous islands which cause 
the river to spread upwards of one mile in breadth, each has its 
particular attraction; but the most striking feature was, I might 
say, a forest of lads. Those beautiful aquatic plants were in full 
blossom; the light brownish scape, the thickly set flowers, naked, 
and of lilac colour, formed a strong contrast to the otherwise 
barren granitic rocks. Thousands were in flower, and their luxu¬ 
riance showed how much they were delighted with the spot. I 
measured one of the lanceolate leaves, which I found three feet 
two inches long and two fept wide. Our camp was selected at a 
rocky islet, called by the Caribs Akalikatabo , in lat. 4° 40£' N. 
57° 39/ w. 

Oct. 15.—We passed next mornjng a remarkable rock, called 
by the Caribs Timehri. It is not only distinguished for its size, 
but there are a number of gigantic figures engraved on it, one of 
which measures mqre than ten fect.-j- The river continues studded 
with rocks and islands, winding in a S.E. direction for ten miles, 
when it narrows to its former width, and flows directly from the 
S. for nearly fifteen miles. 

Oct. 17 . —After we had passed a turn which the river makes, 
we observed several hills on both sides: half an hour’s further 
progress, and we found ourselves in apparently a large basin, sur- 

* And from*8ubse(jnent information respecting the course of the Berbice, it ap¬ 
pears that the direct distance from the Corentyn to that river, at this point, is not 
nine miles, being their nearest point of approach,— Ed. 

f Drawings and a particular description of these figures, I shall have much plea¬ 
sure to forward to the Society on ray return from the second expedition, 

[They have not yet arrived.!’—This is, we believe, the most eastern spot in this 
part of South America in winch these remarkable sculptured rocks nave been 
hitherto seen: from M. de Humboldt we learn that similar figures exist near 
Caucara in lat. 7£° N., long. 66£° W., and here Mr. Schomburgk fiuds them in lat. 

N., long. 57% u , at a distance of nearly 600 miles.— Ed. 
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rounded by hills, from sixty to one hundred feet high. The river 
was now broken up into torrents, the white flakes of foam which 
came sailing down as if to give us a welcome, the thundering 
noise of falling waters, and a cloud of mist which hung over the 
southern hills, all spoke in an intelligible voice that some great 
scene of nature was before us. It was evident that we should 
have to make a stay here, and I gave the necessary orders for 
erecting our tents : while thus occupied, the Caribs *old us that 
we should find it impossible to get on farther; and though it was 
true that there was a path existing, it was only^iassable.during 
the rainy season, when the river’s bed was full, and the impedi¬ 
ments much less. It struck me as peculiar that I heard for the 
first time of the impracticability of passing the falls before us: the 
hints that had been thrown out for the last two days had not speci¬ 
fied in what the difficulties consisted, and as I had been frequently 
threatened in a similar way during my former expedition, and had 
safely passed them by perseverance, I entertained the same hopes 
at present. 

Oct. 18.—This morning we reconnoitred the ground, and after 
the corial had been hauled over a bed of rocks, we crossed a rapid 
in an oblique direction, and soon stood before a pile of rocks, which 
when the river is full are the bed of a cataract; at present only a 
small stream rippled over their blackened surface. It had ap¬ 
peared to me from our encampment as if this place would have 
afforded me the possibility of drawing the corials over, but my 
hopes fell with every step that I advanced, enormous piles of rocks 
grouped together opposed obstacles even to our farther progress 
on foot: at times we saw chasms at our feet, and a courageous 
leap was necessary to cross them, or we had to wade through a 
stream which pushed its winfling way through rocks, and disap¬ 
peared as if by magic, until the subterraneous noise told us that 
it was rolling below our f§et, and made its re-appearance where we 
least expected it, and were jvondering from whence it came. 
Some of the rocks are in shelves; many exhibit circular holes 
partly filled with quartz pebbles. I measured one of the larger 
cavities and found it three feet deep and ten inches in diameter. 
Many of the rocks were clothed with numerous plants; a species 
of orcliidea and an agave were thc^most remarkable among them ; 
clusters of bright yellow flowers distinguished the firs^ while the 
long’and slender scape of the latter, adorned with thousands of 
flowers, gave a picture of luxuriance even to the sterile rock. On 
our right we heard the thundering noise of a cataract, over which 
a dense cloud of mist was hovering : thousands of swallows were 
skipping through this cloud, rising and falling as if delighted with 
the constant moisture arising from the spray. 

We visited the cataract afterwards, which in grandeur surpassed 
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any I had before seen in Guayana: the velocity with which the 
mass of water precipitates itself over the ledge of rocks to a depth 
of upwards of thirty feet perpendicular, causes the spray to form 
the cloud we bad observed, before the cause of it was known to us. 

Previous to my visit to this, which is the most western of the 
falls, I had followed a party of Indians, and after some labour and 
wading, reached a branch of the river, which divided itself in two 
channels; the western formed a fall, and the opening prospect on 
my arrival at its head was beautiful indeed; the water rushed at 
an angle of six$ degrees into a valley formed by gigantic piles of 
rocks, which'we had taken the previous day for hillocks, in which 
belief we had been strengthened by seeing them covered with 
large trees; at our feet foamed the disturbed water, dashing its 
spray against the rocks that impeded its course; but the most splen¬ 
did object was a cascade on the opposite side of the chasm: the 
rocks over which the water fell were clothed with a lacis, the pen¬ 
dulous branches of which were often five and six feet long, and 
the whole resembled a rich carpet: the various tints of green, the 
strong contrast of its flowers, and the foam of the water which 
rushed over it, made the scene exceedingly beautiful: we esti¬ 
mated the height of the fall twenty-five feet, and that on the top of 
which I stood at thirty feet: they are almost opposite each other; 
but the commotion of the waters where they met made me suppose 
that there was a third, which was hid from my view by an inter¬ 
vening island. I was for some time at a loss how to get there, 
but by great circuits and dint of wading, I succeeded at last, and 
I was richly rewarded. T'hree channels of the river unite at the 
head of the cataract, and at their junction their farther progress is 
obstructed by huge blocks of granite, through which they have 
forced a passage, and arc thence precipitated headlong into a 
chasm full forty feet below. A large rock stands out in relief, 
and has been fancifully said to resemble-a thigh-bone. The most 
western cataract is on a grander scale than the two others already 
described, but what they want in grandeur is fully compensated by 
the lovely prospect they afford, when viewed from the foot of the 
valley. The Indian name of this series of cataracts is Mavari 
ff'onotopo. The former, or western fall, we named after General 
Sir Carmichael Smyth: on the* latter we bestowed the name of 
Sir John* Barrow, as President of the Geographical Society. 
There is a third cascade farther to the* east, and which, undeV any 
other circumstances, we might have considered grand; on the 
rocks on the western shore here are more of the Indian hierogly¬ 
phics. The river above the cataracts is divided into numerous 
channels, which unite and form in one breadth the three series of 
falls just named. 

Much as we had been delighted with the romantic scenery that 
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we witnessed at the cataracts, the circumstance that it appeared 

to us impossible to cross the rocks in our corials lessened in a 
great measure our enjoyment; nevertheless, the hope remained 
that there might be a path by which they could be avoided. I 
summoned the Caribs who composed part of my crew, and which 
I had selected as guides, as they were the only nation acquainted 
with the upper Corentyn, and questioned them closely on a sub¬ 
ject so important to our farther progress, but to no purpose: they 
did not deny that they passed these impediments during the rainy 
season, in order to cross by a path, which was dwo days’ journey, 
above the cataract, over to the Essequibo; but that* at present we 
could not pass. In order to serve as a stimulus for exertions, I 
now offered a reward to any Indian who should discover a place 
where we might be able to cut a path for the transport of boats 
and luggage, and a still higher reward was held out to the coloured 
people who made part of my crew. In consequence of this, ex¬ 
peditions were undertaken every day; but the more I examined 
the ground, the more I was persuaded that it was impossible to 
construct a path, with willing hands, in a shorter period than from 
six to eight weeks; and that our Indians were not willing, we had 
now daily proofs: the Caribs, by far the most numerous of my 
crew, who from the commencement behaved in a manner which I 
could not explain, now threatened to depart: they demanded to 
receive provisions like the other Indians, though their cassava fields, 
had they been willing, would have afforded us sustenance for six 
months, and as policy directed me not to quarrel with them, I 
was obliged to give them allowances in rice and other provisions; 
and the inroad which was consequently made in my stores caused 
a well-founded apprehension that even if I dismissed the Caribs 
my provisions would have failed in less than three weeks. My 
companions urged, therefore, my return; and as the perilous situa¬ 
tion we were placed in was evident, I consented with a heavy 
heart: at a long consultation we had on the subject, I expressed 
the hope that the ascent of the river Berbice, ivhich is more in¬ 
habited by friendly Indian*, might lead us perhaps to the accom¬ 
plishment of our design of crossing the impediment of the cata¬ 
racts, and of penetrating to the chain of mountains in the second 
parallel of latitude. I occupied myself the following days with 
surveying the lower basin, and in extending the operations to that 
point where the ^iver meets the first impediments. iThe result of 
this survey, in which the distance was measured by sound, was 
that this tract of rocks extends about five miles and a half north 
and south, and is probably connected with the range of boulders 
in the Essequibo, about this parallel. Through the whole defile, 
rapid, or rather fall, followed upon fall, and we had at one time 
four cascades in view following each other in succession. Shortly 
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after twelve o’clock we reached the point where the river, with a 
breadth of 900 yards, flowed smooth and uninterruptedly. I here 
placed Englefield’s barometer, and found this spot 100 feet above 
our encampment, which I had ‘previously ascertained to be 430 
feet above the level of the sea. The fruits of my prolonged sur¬ 
vey were not only a knowledge of the country above the cataracts, 
but likewise the discovery of several new orchidea and some cacti, 
which I had not before seen, as also the knowledge of the exten¬ 
sive tract o£.houlders, the geological details of whiqh I reserve for 
another opportunity. The means of several observations gave me, 
as position of our encampment, 4° 21^' N., 57° 35$ W.* 

Oct. 23 .—This morning we unwillingly set out on our descent 
of the river. On our arrival at Tomatai, the Carib settlement, 
most of the Caribs absented themselves, and only a few with their 
chief. Smith, accompanied us to the post of Oredla. Shortly after 
our arrival, a large corial (about forty feet long), with Caribs from 
the river Wayombo, landed there, and exhibited a pass from the 
authorities at Nickierie, a Dutch settlement at the mouth of the 
Corentyn. We heard, to our great astonishment, that they pur¬ 
posed ascending the river, in order to cross over by land to the 
Essequibo, and thence to proceed to the Macusie country, with 
the intention of trading for slaves: they openly asserted that this 
was their object, and showed us guns and other articles of trade 
for that purpose; but they likewise assured us that the’ Caribs of 
the Corentyn were to accompany them, and that the chief. Smith, 
had been for that purpose a few months ago at their settlement, 
in order to arrange matters. Our suspicions were thus verified, 
and the behaviour of the Caribs fully explained: under the idea 
that we were bound in the same direction, they had supposed that 
our presence would interfere with their design, and every* 1 deceit 
was used to prevent our crossing the cataracts. We discovered 
likewise that they had withheld from us the knowledge of a path 
where, by means of a creek, the falls might have been passed, 
arid that even large corials might have been transported to the 
point of re-embarkation. After consulting whether we should 
return to the cataracts and force them to show us the passage, it 
became evident that now, more than ever, they would use every 
means to prevent our executing this design, and being so near the 
coast, I adhered to my former plan to ascend the Berbice, and 
thus another river of British Guayana would be Explored, and our 
ultimate object of penetrating to the Sierra Accaray might be 
rendered easier. 

Though the expedition up the Corentyn failed in accomplishing 

* Thin series of cascades is about fifteen miles direct distance from the river Ber¬ 
bice, and within thirty miles of the Essequibo, at the point called the Rapids of Rap- 
poo.—See Journal R.G.S., vol. vi., p.236 .—Ed. 
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this great object, yet the knowledge acquired of this river—the 
fitness of its banks for colonization—the peculiar mineralogical 
formation in its vicinity—and the discovery of the possibility of 
Guayana possessing coal measures, are of some importance. The 
river, represented in all former maps as one of inferior size, I have 
found almost equal to the Essequibo, and its course as laid down 
in them from lat. 5° N., is ascertained to be the reverse of the 
truth ; and where it is in them represented to have its sources, it 
is found 900 yards wide. Indeed, every circumstance r insidered, 
I come to the conclusion, that the three chief rjyers of British 
Guayana probably have their sources in the same chain of moun¬ 
tains, within a short distance of each other, or possibly, they flow 
from a lake, of the existence of which I received new information 
from the Indians. Their report, however, is too vague and con¬ 
tradictory to deserve much confidence. 


[In consequence of the unfavourable state of the weather in the 
month of September, 1836, when Mr. Schomburgk was at the 
mouth of the Corentyn, he was not able to effect a survey of the 
entrance of that river; yet being fully aware of the importance of 
such a survey to the mercantile interest of the colony, on his 
return from the expedition up the river Berbice, Mr. Schomburgk 
chartered a small schooner, and proceeded to the mouth of the 
Corentyn in June, 1837, and, overcoming many difficulties that 
were thrown in his way, he succeeded in surveying the entrance. 
As the result of this survey, Mr. Schomburgk has sent home a 
chart, on the scale of one inch and a quarter to a nautical mile, show¬ 
ing the positions of the chief points, the depth of water, the form 
of the mud-banks, the rise and set of the tides, &c. &c., both at 
the entrance of the Corentyn, and of its eastern affluent the 
Nickierie. The detailed account of the survey has not yet reached 
England; but from the chart, and some slight notices contained 
in Mr. Schomburgk’s letfer, we gather the following data , which 
are a valuable contribution to the hydrography of that coast, and 
may be useful to our commercial interests:— 


tyn (Plantation No. 49) 

Plantation Skeldon, on western bank «. 

Gordon Point, on eastern bank 
R. Nickierie, on eastern bank (Battery) 

Parrot, or First Island—north end 

---south end 

The extreme width of entrance of 
N.W. and S.E. line from Mary’s Hope to Point Nickierie, and 
just within the mud-flat extending from the western shore, is ten 
miles. 


Lat. North. 

Long. West. 

'■j 6° 2i' 

57° 2' 

.* 5° 52' 

57° O' 

• 6° w , 

56° 46' 

. 5° 57£' 

56° 52V 

. 5° 52£' 

56° 56V 

. 5° 44V 

56° 59* 

; river, measured in a 
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Five miles within this line the river suddenly contracts, in the 
parallel of 5° 55', where, from Anamormisi Creek on the west, 
to Bluff Point on the east, it is only four miles; and it retains 
this breadth, nearly in a south by west direction, for fifteen miles, 
as far as lat. 5° 40', when it narrows to three miles, and bends 
to the S.S.E., as related in the account of the Ascent of the 
Corentyn. 

Three miles to the southward of Point Bluff commences Como - 
oboro , or Carrot, or First Island, about seven miles long from 
north to south, ^vith an average width of one mile, and lying on 
the eastern or Dutch side of the river, between which and the 
island is a general depth of nine feet at low water, with a channel 
three cables wide. 

Sailing-directions for the Entrance of the River Corentyn. 

The whole of the coast about the entrance of the river is low 
and wooded, with occasionally a sandy beach. On the western 
side, three miles to the northward of the Plantation Mary’s Hope, 
or in lat. 6° 5' N., a soft mud-flat, commonly called the Bar of 
the river, extends in aS.G. by E. direction (true), to the distance 
of seven miles and a half, with a depth over it, in every direction 
traversed by Mr. Schomburgk, of seven feet and a half at low water. 
Continuing in this south-easterly direction, across the entrance of 
the river, a channel of two miles wide, with eight feet and a half 
water, occurs; then a sandy patch of five feet (its centre exactly 
in 6° N. lat.) of about one mile long from north to south, by half 
a mile in breadth, and again a channel two miles wide with eight 
and a half feet water, between the sand and the Dutch coast, and 
either of these channels may be used by small craft bound to the 
Dutch port of Nickierie, taking cate to avoid this patch of sand, of 
which the lead s if attended to, will give due warning. In the 
centre of the eastern channel, which should be preferred by vessels 
bound to the Dullch coast, a depth, gradually decreasing from sea- 
,ward, of eleven, ten, and nine feet, at the distance of one mile and a 
half off shore, may be carried to the bar of the river Nickierie, 
which has a depth over it of eight feet; but as the entrance is only 
200 yards wide, vessels that wish to run up the river half a mile 
to the settlement should only cpss the bar with the Battery Point 
bearing between E. by S. and E.S.E., which will lead up to the 
anchorage* off the fort in ten feet water} soft mud. 

To return to the westward. From the south-eastern extremity 
of the before-mentioned mud-flat, which stretches from the 
western shore half across the river, a bank of sand (with only five 
feet water), seven miles and a half long by nearly two in width, 
extends to the southward directly in the centre of the river, leaving 
a channel two miles wide on either side, with nine and ten feet at 
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low water. The bank lies between 6° 2' and 5° 54 V N. lat. At its 
southern extremity this bank dries at half tide. Supposing, there¬ 
fore, a vessel, not drawing more than nine feet water, bound to 
Skeldon or any plantation higher up the river, and desirous of 
entering on the western or British side, she may approach boldly 
in any direction at half flood (the proper time for entering) till the 
houses at Mary's Hope bear, due west, at which time she must not 
be more than three miles off shore ; and she should keep on this 
parallel till a remarkable, lofty, umbrella-shaped sil? cotton tree 
(an excellent land-mark) bears S. by W. (true), wl^?n she may safely 
shape a due south course, in from ten to fifteen feet water, up the 
first or sea-reach of the river, varying her course as she ascends 
according to the winding of the stream, but as a general rule 
keeping the bold shore aboard. 

As the wind is constantly from the eastward there can be no 
difficulty in entering or leaving the river, and by using the western 
entrance the great central sandbank, which is the chief danger, is 
left to windward. The current is strong in the wet season, from 
three to three and a half knots an hour, but as it sets N.&.E. and 
S.S.W., or nearly in the direction of the river, it is not of so much 
importance, yet should not be neglected; above all, pay strict 
attention to the lead. 

In approaching from the eastward keep within one mile of the 
Surinam shore, gradually closing to half a mile as you approach 
Bluff Point, when shape a mid-channel course between Parrot 
Island and the western shore. 

It may be seen, by inspecting all former charts of the entrance 
to this river, that the difficulties only commence where they place 
the southern points of the banks—in fact, prior to this, it is be¬ 
lieved no survey of the river Existed. Its value will be more appa¬ 
rent, when we consider that four estates on the British side of the 
Corentyn produce SOOOfiogsbeads of sugar annually; all of which, 
with the other productions, timber. See. the planters are obliged to 
Send to Berbice to be shipped, and for which purpose they are 
obliged to keep up schooners or droghers at a very great extra 
expense; whereas by the eastern channel, any vessel, drawing 
only ten feet water, might safely sail forty miles up this river, and 
ship the produce at once from ^tie various estates on which it is 
grown.—E d.] 
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XXIII .—Diary of an Ascent of the River Berbice, in British 
Guayana,‘in 1836-7. By Robert H. Schomburgk, Esq.* 

Corr. Mem. R. G. S. 

Deceived by the Caribs, short of provisions, and frustrated in 
our attempt to surmount the cataracts, the expedition up the river 
Corentyn was obliged to return to Berbicc early in November. 
On my arrival at New Amsterdam, I lost no time in making the 
necessary arrangements for ascending the river B<erbice, which is 
but little better,known than the Corentyn, and as being the only 
alternative left me at this advanced period of the season. I was 
careful to provide a double stock of provisions, as the difficulty of 
finding a sufficient supply is one of the chief obstacles to travelling 
in Guayana. My party, with the exception of Lieut. Losack, 
was the same as before ; the boats’ crews consisted of Arawaaks, 
Warrows, and three Caribs, but who were scarcely equal to man 
the four corials. 

Nov. 25, 1836.—Quitted New Amsterdam with the flowing 
tide, ancT paddled rapidly up the first or sea reach of the river Ber- 
bice, in a south direction for about three miles, when the river 
turns abruptly in a W. S. W. direction; its average width about 
half a mile. As the sun rose on the following morning and dissi¬ 
pated the fog, the river’s banks presented a continued line of cul¬ 
tivation ; thousands of mocking-birds (Oriolus Perisis) rose from 
a wide-branching and aged orinok tree (Erythrina Spec. ?), where 
they had roosted for the night, and gradually dispersed in all 
directions. As we proceeded, cultivation continued on the eastern 
bank, but on the opposite. Nature had reclaimed her own. What 
a contrast do these shores now present, when compared with their 
aspect towards the close of the lasfo century! Then plantation 
followed plantation as far as the Savonette, the last estate of the 
Dutch West India Company, about sixty miles from the sea: of 
the greater numbel* of these scarcely a vestige now remains, yet 
free labour and capital alone are wanting to restore the former 
scene of beauty arising from high cultivation, uncontaminated by 
the baneful influence of human slavery. 

Just before reaching the latitude of 6° N., the river makes a 
circular bend of about a mile in f diameter, and at the north-west¬ 
ern angle of the bend two small tributaries fall in, close to which 
is the site df a once-famed plantation named Daagerad , now a 
wilderness. This spot is noted for the height and strength of the 
abapuri, or bore, which is said to rise here from twelve to fifteen 
feet, and has caused on several occasions the loss of life and pro¬ 
perty. The peculiar bend of the river will account for its 
strength. The depth of the channel here, which is much nar¬ 
rowed, is twenty-five feet, but a muf^ bank projects from the 
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south-eastern shore off Daagerad full three-quarters of the width 
of the river. At the south-western angle of this bend a small 
stream or creek connected with the fiver Abary, which flows a few 
miles to the westward* joins the Berbice. It is called Abari-Itabu, 
Itabu signifying creek or expanse of water, and answering to the 
word Kirahagh of the Caribs on the Es’sequibo. At night we 
halted at a cottage called Noijtgedazt (not expected), and to us so 
it proved, and we were glad to take shelter from a viojpnt thun¬ 
der storm which lasted till daylight. The resident here cultivates 
rice with much success, and he only wanted laborers to enable 
him to realize large profits ; the sample he showed us was very 
fair. Here as well as elsewhere during our progress up the river, 
we received great civilities from the inhabitants; to be a stranger 
insured a welcome. 

Nov. 28.—In latitude 5° 50' N. the river makes another sweep 
to the N.W. At its southern angle is the site of Fort Nassau, 
the former capital of Berbice, under the Dutch, at a distance of 
forty-five miles from the sea, by the windings of the stream. The 
anchorage here is good in six fathoms water, and spacious, as the 
fort commands two reaches of the river; current 2£ an hour. 
As we ascend the river narrows considerably, but retains a depth 
of from five to seven fathoms. At the south-western angle of 
this sweep we found the first rising ground at thirty miles direct 
distance from the coast, formed by hillocks of heaped-up sand, 
probably the boundary line of the gradual receding sea of a former 
era; they are about fifty feet high, and called Hitia by the In¬ 
dians ; it is this rising ground that gives the river flowing towards 
the north the abrupt bend to the south-east. Here was formerly 
the site of a post, now only tenanted by some Arawaaks; four 
miles south of these sandy barriers the brook Kaderbicie joins the 
Berbice from the west: it is said to be connected with the stream 
Abary, by a short portage, while the Herounie* unites the Abary 
with the river Maicony. From Kaderbicie a short path leads 
across savannahs to the river Wieronie. 

Five miles higher we brought up for the ebb tide at the mouth 
of the stream Moshieba: the campaneros or bell-birds ( Ampelis 
carunculata ), the daras of the Indians, were tolling in all direc¬ 
tions : except in the Conocon mountains, on the Essequibo, I had 
never met with them in such numbers. Several Arawaaks live in 
the vicinity of this brook, and a path leads hence to the mouth of 
the Wieronie, which may be walked in an hour, while it took us 
nearly five hours to follow the river’s course, which at the junction 
of the Wieronie in latitude 5° 42' N. is abruptly turned to the 
S.E. for five miles, when it again assumes its usual north course. 
At the north-eastern point of confluence is the sit£ of an old re¬ 
doubt and a church; the depth of the river is here seven fathoms. 
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At Peereboom , one mile farther south, sandy hills again occur, and 
at their back an extensive savannah stretches to the westward. 
Peereboom is the residence of Mr. Duggen, an industrious wood¬ 
cutter, and from whom we received every civility and assistance. 
As I deferred the examination of the river Wieronie till our return, 
we pushed on for Wickie, about ten miles farther south, situated 
on the western bank at the junction of the river of that name with 
t}ie Berbice. Immediately at the back of Wickie is a marsh, then 
sand-hills*about forty feet high occur, and separate the marsh from 
the savannah. * This spot is the residence of Mr. M'Cullum, 
who has a very extensive wood-cutting establishment. We halted 
here to rate our chronometer. The sand-hills are abrupt, and con¬ 
sist of fine white sand; no organic remains have been found in 
them; they remind me of the sand-hills formed by the waves and 
breakers along the north-western coast of the island of Anegada.* 

The wallaba (Dimorpha Spec. ?), one of the most useful trees 
for posts, shingles, and staves, occupies the soil almost exclusively 
here. On issuing from the wood, two miles to the westward of 
the settlement, a large undulating savannah partially wooded was 
before me. Here was an Arawaak settlement of five or six huts; 
the men were all absent and employed in wood-cutting, the women 
seemed rather frightened at my appearance. I asked for some 
water, which was readily presented to me in a gourd, but this 
done, the woman retired to the corner which she had previously 
occupied. After having given some small presents to the terrified 
children, I continued my walk across the savannah until the brook 
Etonic stopped my further progress. I found some very interest¬ 
ing savannah plants, and returned home almost loaded with them. 
While absent, some of the Indians had killed a conocoushie or 
bush-master, the most dangerous snake which Guayana possesses; 
it measured a little more than six feet, and its formidable fangs 
were nearly half t an inch long.f Mr. ( M‘Culliim told me that 
several of his men had at times been bitten by them: the remedy 
he had adopted was scarification, to extract the fangs which gene¬ 
rally break off in the wound, and then the application of cupping 
by means of a glass and some spirit set on fire; oil and strong 
purgatives are also administered .£ 

- 1 -——— 

* See Journal R. G. S., vol. v., p. 28. 

f This waif probably only a young snake, as in the specimen brought home by 
Dr. Hancock and preserved in the Zoological Museum, the fangs are fully an inch 
long, and seven in number.— Ed. 

I Absorption of the virus is often so rapid as to destroy life in a few minutes. 
None of the reputed antidotes are to be relied on. Not a moment thoutd be loti .* 
immediately on 'the wound being inflicted, let a companion each the wound for an 
instant; then scarify with a lancet, a knife, or a piece of broken glass; apply the 
mouth again and tuck the wound with all bis might, squeezing and pinching up the 
skin and flesh from the bottom of the wound by the thumb and fingers of each hand, 
and Ivy the use of his teeth. If this be done without any delay, the venom of the 
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Mr. M ( Cullutn has a large wood-cutting establishment where 
often 200 Indians and upwards of fifty negroes are constantly em¬ 
ployed by him in cutting and squaring timber, with the exception 
of the time they are absent to put their provision fields in order: 
as head of the firm under which the business is carried on, he has 
resided here for many years, and has had good opportunities to form 
an idea of the comparative value of Indians and negroes as la¬ 
bourers. He says — (( I have invariably found that the Indian 
sets to work at once with good heart, and remains at if until his 
task is finished, which is generally two or three hofirs earlier than 
the negroes; but not satisfied with this, he continues to work in 
his own hours, and I know many an Indian, who besides his regular 
wages, earns from two to three dollars a week. They are also 
in my opinion more honest. Were the Indian well treated, he 
would prove an invaluable labourer.” That Mr. M'Cullum 
treats them well is proved by the number which he has collected 
around him: unfortunately this is not the case with all who em¬ 
ploy them. To secure an Indian as a labourer, both foul and 
fair means have been resorted to: he is supplied with articles on 
credit sometimes to a large amount, provided he is able to work, 
being aware that the Indian considers himself in duty bound to 
work for his creditor until the debt is paid; but many wood-cut¬ 
ters use every means to prevent his getting out of debt by con¬ 
stantly supplying him with more' goods and large quantities of that 
bane, rum; thus the poor Indian is always kept in a state of 
bondage. This unjust traffic is the fruitful source of misunder¬ 
standing between those who employ Indian labourers: if thus an 
Indian has received money or articles from two or more settlers, 
which are often put in his hands when intoxicated, it causes quar¬ 
rels among them, and the Indian’s confidence in his employer is 
shaken, he finds himself harassed, and when least expected, his 
huts and fields are abandoned, and he emigrates to another dis¬ 
trict, if not to another colony. The spirit of emigration has lately 
much increased, and is particularly directed towards Surinam. 
Mr. M'Cullum observed to me —“ Give me a few thousand 
guilders to spend in presents, and I would entice every Indian in 
the upper river Berbiee, were it my object, to follow me to Suri¬ 
nam.” I myself also well know that little will induce the Indian 
to leave his residence; he is less tied to his birth-place (han many 
other uncivilized nations, and being of a roaming disposition, he 
abandons his fields to the wild beasts of the forest, and plants his 


moat deadly serpent may be extracted without ill results. After absorption of the 
virus into the system, sweating should be promoted by the uae of vapour baths, and 
by sudorific remedies, as confirmed by the usage of the natives in hot climates, 
and as practised by the ancients under the name of Alextpharmic*. See Notice by 
Dr. Hancock in Quarterly Journal of Science, 1830, aad the lancet, No. 340 .—Ed. 
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hut elsewhere on the slightest provocation. /I noticed tlle tiU^n’s 
habits for wandering in my former reports; while hefoe, T re^Syed 
another proof, in Kanaima, % a chieftain of- the - Macusie 4$®e, 
whom 1 left comfortably settled in a substantial house at Annay, 
and he had then no thought of leaving bis residence and his rich 
provision fields, at the foot of the Pacaraiina mountains; now he 
is felling trees and toiling to put but a small spot of woodland -in 
cultivation for subsistence. If steps are npt taken to cultivate tbe 
Indian’s good-will, the colony risks the loss of many valuable indi¬ 
viduals. If thfc Indian population is of sufficient interest to tbe 
colonist, my "humble opinion is, that a protector of Indians should 
be appointed, with sufficient authority, to enforce the fulfilment of 
a fair contract between him and his employer. The Indian of 
British Guayana is a heathen, and while the aborigines of all other 
colonies and countries have had religious instruction offered to 
them-, he alone is neglected ; with the exception of the mission at 
Barteka Point on the Essequibo, established not for the sake of 
the Indians, the colony of Guayana has not a single institution for 
the instruction and conversion of the Indian. How great the con¬ 
trast in the neighbouring state of Columbia, where the advance 
in civilization is solely due to the exertions of the Roman Catholic 
missionaries, who have proved that the Indian is capable of receiv¬ 
ing, and will gladly embrace religious instruction, if offered to 
him! 

The weather was very unfavourable during our stay in Wickie 
for celestial observations; the means of six observations gave me 
as latitude 5° 33' 47" N., and the longitude, by chronometer, 
57° 38' W. The width of the river was ascertained to be 145 
yards, with an average depth of five and a half fathoms: the tide 
rose here during the springs five and a half feet. While here we 
had a proof of the speed of a corial, which went twenty-six miles 
up the river, anebreturned within twenty-four hours. 

Dec. 4.—We left Wickie, on our ascent of the river. At Fa- 
ripi, four miles farther, the same sand-hills or reefs are close to 
the river’s western bank, with an Arawaak settlement on their 
top. We stopped at the mouth of the stream, Kabiribine , famed 
for its cold waters. I found, however, the difference not so great 
as I should have expected; atrfive a.m. the air was at 80° Fahr., 
the water,of the river Berbice 80° 2', and that of the stream, 77°. 

Dec. 6. We halted the next day at an early hour at Moracco, 
where Mr. M'Cullum carries on his wood-cutting establishment. 
At starting, at 5 a.m., the thermometer was 68°, while the water 
of the river was 11° wanner, namely, 79°. The trees in the vici¬ 
nity of Moracco consist chiefly of different species of Wallaba * 


* Eperua of Aublet j Fanzeria of Willdenow. 
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(Bktidrphti “falcutd) some green-heart or seperi, Mora/ Yaruri 
paddle or roller-Wood,' Kakarally and Wamara. At two miles’ 
distance from the riVer commence, savannahs, extending towards 
the river Demerara. They are -said to be inhabited by'Indian 
tribes, who never visit, the abodes of* the colonists: by means 
of bai ter they procure powder, shot, knives, paiempoves, &c\, from 
those Indians who keep up communication’ with the coast, and 
give them hammocks,, spun cotton, and drab-oil in repirn. M v 
informants couM not give me an estimate of the number of 
these Savannah Indians, but from their expressions, they must 
amount to upward^*of,thirty settlements, probably about 500 in¬ 
dividuals. At Monbacca, a few miles above Moraceo, tbe river 
assumed a strange feature ; it became very winding in sweeps not 
half a mile in diameter, and being narrowed in on either side with 
patches of a coarse long grass ( Panicum ), and Mocco-moccos 
(Caladium arborescens), it appeared as if there were no outlet: 
the river turns at a sharp angle, and the distance from shore to 
shore is not more than thirty-five yards. Its width also became 
very variable, as at times it widened out into a lake. Here, too, 
commence the inlets, generally called I tabu by the Indians, and 
which become very frequent as we ascend. A small island occu¬ 
pied the middle of the first inlet, and on it capricious nature had 
planted a number of trumpet trees (Cecropia Pcltata), in regular 
rows. They were clothed from their base to their summit with a 
species of convolvulus, while the under-wood was similarly over¬ 
run. At Monbacca, on the south-eastern bank of the river, is an 
Indian settlement. Beyond we came to some steep sandy hills, 
about 100 feet high, and the highest yet seen of that formation. I 
scrambled up them and was richly rewarded. The prospect over 
undulating ground extended to the south-east upwards of fifteen 
miles; and the number of hills of the same formation as that I 
stood upon, covered witlj dense wood, formed one of the finest 
views of woodland imaginable. Immediately below our feet the 
placid river spread out as a lake, and distinctly rellected the mag 
nificent trees which margined its banks. Beyond was an immense 
extent of wood of every tint and hue, from the bright yellow- 
blossomed Hakeu to the dark lucid green of the gigantic Mora. 
The view’in the distance was closed by parallel ranges of thickly- 
wooded hills ; behind us was an extensive savannah, with beautiful 
slopes, covered with verdure and clusters of trees. A liltle beyond 
tlio river is narrowed to less than thirty yards, and its current 
much increased, when it again widens, and forms several small 
islands. At the brook Yuacari a path leads to the river Deme¬ 
rara, which is frequently made use of by the Indians. They 
follow for two days the windings of the brook, and tlience one day 
over land. 

VOL. VII. 
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Whilst at Wickie I had engaged an Accaway family to accom¬ 
pany me, consisting of the chief, named Andres, two men, 
four boys, and three females. f The men were divided among the 
corials, while the women and three of the boys conducted their 
own craft, one being a small corial, the other a woodskin. The 
Arawaaks and Accaways of the upper part of the river generally 
use woodskins in lieu of corials. They are made of a single 
piece of the tough bark of the Murianara tree, which grows to ft 
very large size. An incision is made to the extent required in 
the bark, which'is removed by driving in wedges: when loosened 
irom the wood, it is kept open by cross sticks, and is supported at 
the extremities upon two beams, in order to raise those parts of the 
woodskin. Vertical incisions at about two feet apart, and a few 
inches in depth, are then made, and the parts secured afterwards 
by over-lapping. It remains for several days exposed to the weather 
before it is fit for use. Though the woodskin is so crank that the 
slightest motion, when once seated, renders it liable to be upset, 
I have fjeq ueutlv seen three men and their baggage in one. Their 
great advantage is, that being flat, they can float where a common 
corial of the smallest description cannot pass, and so light, that in 
crossing cataracts, one man can easily carry his boat on Ins 
head. When propelled by one man, he squats in the middle, and 
paddles on either side. Great care is requisite in stepping in or 
out of them, as if upset, they sink almost instantly, owing to the 
great specific gravity of the hark. The two boys who conducted 
the w oodskin on the present occasion were perhaps not more than 
eight years old, and we were highly delighted to see how ably 
they managed it. The boat seemed to fly through the water, and 
the jmenile steersman directed its course so well that it never 
grounded, though it went over places where there was not more 
than eight or nine inches water. They also were very expert in 
the use of the bow and arrow; and wherever they thought their 
well-directed arrow might procure an addition to their meal, the 
v oodskin was halted, the how strung, and off flew the pointed 
arrow, find when taken out of the sand, which the water barely 
covered, we generally observed a fish struggling for liberty. In 
spite of these occasional detentions, they were always in the van 
when we were to stop for breakfast, or at our night’s quarters. 

Dec. 8. We halted next morning for a few minutes at a new 
settlement, just commenced by a Waceaway family. I was not a 
little astonished to recognise in the head of the settlement an old 
acquaintance of mine, called Philander, who had accompanied me 
on my expedition up the Esscquibo. I left him settled with the 
Macusies at Waraputa, and now I found him on the banks of the 
river Berbice. This is another proof of the unsettled habits of 
the Indian, and his want of attachment to localities. His fields 
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liad been only lately prepared, and the trunks and branches of 
felled trees were lying about in great confusion. However, he 
had planted Indian corn, pumpkins, &c.; and though the former 
was only a few months old, it could vie with what I had seen in 
Viiginia. He expected to reap his first crop in about three 
weeks. We found him occupied in planting cassada and sugar¬ 
cane, both indispensable in an Indian settlement. We were much 
disappointed on arriving at the A ccaway settlement, of which 
Andres was the chief, and found only a few unisex Able huts ; 
indeed, they vere in worse condition than any I had seen before. 
The Accaways, or, as they call themselves, the Waccaways, are a 
tribe of pedlars: they are constantly wandering, and they carry 
on a trade of barter, and are well known to make hard bargains. 
1 was only able to engage Andres upon condition that I would per¬ 
mit him to stay a couple of days at his place, in order to prepare 
cassada bread for himself and for us. As this settlement was 
inconvenient for my observations, I proceeded half a mile further, 
to a large sand-bank; but the glare of the sun and the heat re¬ 
flected from the sand were very annoying. The mornings and 
evenings while here were generally clouded, and even rainy, but 
about ten o’clock the sun shone out in all its force. 

Dec. 10. Thermometer at6 a.m. 73°; at 3 p.m. 92.^°; exposed 
to the sun, 98° ; bulb buried in the sand, 115°. 

Hammocks form the chief article of .trade between tin; Wacca¬ 
ways and the more industrious Macusies. They are generally 
made of cotton twisted into cord, of which a net-work is fonned, 
with the interstices about six inches wide, or less. At either 
end strings made of the silk grass or the palmated leaf of the 
Eta ( Mavritiu ) are inserted. The Arawaaksand Warrows pre¬ 
pare their hammocks entirely out of the Eta cord, which they 
call Eta viftsieri. The Caribs and Waccaways dye their ham¬ 
mocks red with the A motto, mixed with crabnut-oil, prepared from 
the seed of Carrapa Guianensis. 1 have seen an industrious 
Indian woman finish a common cotton hammock in a day. The 
time had now elapsed which I had granted the Waccaways to 
make the necessary preparations to accompany us; and in conse¬ 
quence of the unfavourable weather for observations, my further 
stay was of no advantage, though l was anxious to inspect the 
rate of my chronometer, which I* feared was not steady. This 
settlement is in 5° c Zh' N. Jatitude, and 31° 58^' W. • 

Andres arrived with two men less than he had promised. 
When we inquired for the stores of cassada bread which he had 
promised, he made every excuse. Warned by the example of 
the Caribs, I had sent daily to their huts in order to ascertain 
whether their women were occupied, and they were ahvays found 
preparing cassada bread, and large piles of cakes were seen in 
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different directions: liis excuse, therefore, that a number of Ma- 
cusies, who were with him, had taken it away, was not believed, 
and we went to the settlement, to ascertain the truth. No person 
was to be seen but a sickly woman; all the woodskins were re¬ 
moved, and the woman told us that the Macusies and some of 
Andres’ own men had left that night on their way to the Demerara 
river. We were therefore outwitted, and obliged to proceed 
without a Fresh supply. 

We had already observed at the Waccaway settlement some 
blocks of inducted clay : this morning we met the first rocks, 
probably of trappean origin, in latitude 5°0'N., and about 70 miles 
direct distance from the sea. They were but few in number, 
and on the river’s western bank. The river itself was shallow, 
and impeded by numerous trunks of trees, which stretched almost 
across it, and occasionally obliged us to cut our way. As we 
ascended, inlets became numerous, and were frequently mistaken 
for the river. 

The following morning we passed the brook YarikL Tts 
waters are oclireous, and of much lighter colour than the IJerbice, 
whose muddy water formed a strong contrast to the bright yellow 
of the Yan'ki. The sound of rushing waters made us halt a little 
further south. We followed the noise, and discovered a small 
cascade, not unlike that of Itafe on the Corentyn, but the struc¬ 
ture of the ledge of rocks over which it falls from ten to twelve 
feet, was different. The Waccaways called it Idrue-wadde , or 
Timro-nadde. 

Here in lat. 4° 55' N. at the distance of 165 miles from the 
sea, measured along the windings of the river, the influence of 
tide is no longer felt; it was but trifling at our camp, near the 
Waccaway settlement. The river' is navigable to this point for 
flat-bottomed canoes, drawing two feet water ; it now becomes 
less winding, and lias a breadth of about eighty yards: we met 
further south a ledge of granitic rocks, on which we observed a 
great number of Indian picture writings. They resemble those 
I observed at Warapoola * in the river Essequibo, but they were 
neither so regular nor on such a large scale as those we had seen 
in the river Cabalaba and the Corentyn. The granite here is 

red, the surface smooth, and covered with a thicker crust of the 

_____ _ __ • ___ 

* Sec Journal R. G. S. vol. vi,p. 321, and vol. vii., p. 287. It is worthy of 
remark that the Indian hieroglyphics seen by Mr. Schomburgk at War.ipoota on 
the Essequibo, and those on the Berbice and the Corentyn, are all within a few 
miles of the same parallel of latitude, or rather it should be noted that the ledge of 
granite or gneiss on which they are engraved here assumes an E.S.E. and W.N.W. 
direction, and that an K.S. E. line of 100 miles in length would strike the three 
spots on which tlu 1 chief hieroglyphics have yet been found in British Guayana; not 
that this is their limit in America; on the contrary, they have been traced from west 
to east upwaids of 600 geographical miles, and probably are yet more extended. 
—Eu, 
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black oxide of manganese, repeatedly mentioned, than* I have 
before observed. I am of opinion that the process which pro¬ 
duced it does not go on at present. In many places, from weather 
or other causes, the outer crust has split, and thus the black coat¬ 
ing has been removed: this must have taken place a long time 
ago, as we found lichens and mosses, and in some instances bushes 
growing on such parts. Some boulders which are now lying at 
a distance from the banks of the river, and which are only once 
a-year subjected to the flood during the inundations, possess the 
coating equally with those which arc constantly exposed to the 
waters. It would, therefore, seem that the formation of the black 
coating was coeval with the cause that deposited these blocks.* 
Dec. 13.—We soon after passed the first rapid, called by the 
Waccaways Marlissae, and several others followed in the course 
of the morning ; at eleven o’clock we saw some hills before us, 
where it was evident that the river had caused a break ; it turned 
almost at right angles, and the point from whence the river issued 
w as so completely hidden, that we were almost persuaded the 
l iver’s course was here at an end. The Indians from the Corentyn 
appeared to be of the same opinion ; they set up a shout and stared. 
The Waccaways smiled: they had been here before, and knew 
that it wound between two hills: rapid followed rapid: in the 
afternoon we arrived at a point where the contracted river forms 
an entrance to a natural basin, bordered by hills: it is followed 
by a second, the entrance to which, through barriers of rocks, is 
only eighteen yards wide; the basin spreads in the form of a curved 
lozenge, and is upwards of 530 yards long, from west to east, by 
300 yards wide, with a depth of ten fathoms. At its northern 
hank the river rushes violently over a dyke of rocks, and forms the 
cataract Itabru. I at once Snv the impossibility of getting the 
loaded corials fiver the fall, and orders were consequently given 
to unload and transport the baggage to the bead of the cataract: 
the difficulties connected with such an undertaking were various; 
we had to sling our chests, barrels, &c. to poles, and raise them 
over heaps of boulders, some of which w ere ten feet high, and their 
surfaces smooth as glass. The transport of the baggage effected, 
the question arose, bow to get the corials over. The most eligible 
way appeared to be to force them through the rush of water: on 

* This incrustation or burnishing of tlie locks is a curious subject for inquiry. 
Granitic rocks with this black mating have been found in Africa as well as in South 
America, and specimens from the falls of the Orinoko, from the cataracts of Sjene, 
and from the rapids of the Congo, may he seen placed side by side in the ftiitish 
Museum; yet all, we believe, fioin rocks subjected to the rapid action of fresh 
water; hut the observing eye of Mr. Darwin has lately detected a similar formation 
at Bahia, in Brazil, occurring near the sea-shore, anil only within the limits of the 
tide's action, where ihe surf would seem to produce the same effect as the cataracts 
in the above-named rivqrs. See Mr. Kbmg’s letter to Mr. Bairow in App. to 
Tuckey’s Voyage to the Congo.—En. 
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the following 1 morning we made the attempt with the canoe “ Ma- 
conochie.” 

Dec. 14. —After the most courageous of our crew, Hendrick, 
a half Indian, or Cobb, had with much risk gained one of the rocks 
in the middle of the cataract, the end of the boat-rope was thrown 
to him; he then carried it to a less dangerous place, which the 
most expert swimmers of my Indian crew had reached meanwhile, 
and thence they drew the corial by main force through the opposing 
waters, tlife steersman hav ing secured himself to the corial, direct¬ 
ing her course by means of a large paddle. We were occupied 
the following day in transporting the baggage of the other corials, 
and succeeded so well, that by evening there was only one boat 
below the fall. The situation of our camp was very picturesque ; 
it afforded a prospect over the basin to the hills which encom¬ 
passed it, one of which, a mile distant, rose to a height of 511 feet 
(measured trigonometrically), while those contiguous to the basin 
were from 150 to 250 feet high. The weather continued unfa¬ 
vourable for celestial observations; but from several observations 
of the sun, when near the meridian, 1 found the latitude to be 
4° 4y' N.; an unsatisfactory observation, for time gave me as lon¬ 
gitude, 58°. Our crew having exerted themselves to transport 
the corials and baggage to the head of the cataract, I had no 
reason for refusing the request of Andres, the chief of the Wac- 
caways, for permission to dance. The dance of the Waccaways 
resembles much that of the Caribs ; the same monotonous and 
dirge-like song accompanies it; the motions arc almost the; same ; 
they move forward sideways, stepping with the right foot; the 
right hand is placed upon the neighbour’s shoulder, and the left 
hangs motionless by the side ; they generally describe a circle in 
their movements, and when the dance is finished, the leader of 
the column sets up a shout, which is echoed by the dancers. 

Dec. 15.—Early next morning we conveyed the last corial over 
the cataract. Heildrick, whom I mentioned before, as having se¬ 
lected the most dangerous situation, in the middle of the cataract, 
lost in the attempt his footing, and was immediately swept away: 
it was a period of the greatest anxiety from the moment we saw 
him carried away, until he grasped the rope and was drawn ashore : 
one foot further and he would have been dashed with violence 
against a large boulder, which Ases ten feet out of the water, and 
against which the stream rushes with .the greatest fury. This 
cataract has been visited several times by some of the most enter¬ 
prising colonists: we found their names and initials cut on the 
surrounding trees, but they did not explore many miles further. 
After we had passed a second and a third cascade of less height, 
we observed thickly-wooded hills in the south, higher than any 
we had seen in the Corentyn : they formed a ridge running south- 
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east and north-west, resembling a gigantic wall, and terminated 
to the westward in a peak, estimated at from 800 to 900 feet, and 
wliich we named Parish’s Peak.* 

The river is so much impeded,, that we continually met with 
rapids and cataracts; the progress of our ascent was, therefore, 
slow, and after two days of the most fatiguing labour, we were 
only five miles distant from Ttabru. It took us frequently two 
hours to travel over a distance of 100 yards, and the combined 
crews had great difficulties in drawing the corials over them. Mv 
own crew consisted of individuals of the five chief tribes of British 
Guayana, named Arawaaks, Warrows, Caribs, •Waccaways, and 
Macusies. I was surprised to see how well they agreed together: 
while we were en route, the service on which they were employed 
obliged them to mix with each other; but scarcely were orders 
given to halt for the day, when the different tribes separated and 
lodged apart, with the exception of the Macusies and Waccaways, 
who lived together: there appeared something peculiar in their 
manner towards us, which I did not like, and I determined to watch 
them. As we advanced, the kaymans or large alligators became 
very numerous. We met them frequently in the middle of rapids, 
with the head above water, and their jaws partly open; they 
allowed us to approach close; their tenacity of life is surprising ; 
we fired at one thus floating, and the ball took off the further end 
of the snout; it received immediately afterwards another ball in 
the hinder part of the skull, which appeared to have taken effect ; 
nevertheless, the Indians were not sparing in their blows, and 
when there was not much likelihood of its possessing a spark of 
life, it was deposited in the bow of one of the corials. Whilst 
the corial was drawn across the rapids, it was found to he in the 
way, and as it had remained motionless since it had been put in, 
two of the Arawaaks got courage and took it up in order to lay it 
in some other place: they had just effected this, when at one 
bound it jumped out of.the corial into the river, and disappeared. 
The two Indians, I need scarcely say, looked quite stupified, and 
never after could be persuaded to touch a kayman. The next 
day we cut a piece upwards of three inches out of the windpipe of 
a kayman, and then considered ourselves secure; but to our asto¬ 
nishment, an hour after it was found still alive: a strong knife 
was driven by main force into itsjbead and brain before it expired. 
These facts would have appeared to me incredible, il I had not 
seen them myself. * 0 

We toiled on, through rapids, one following the other; the 
hills continued on our right ; those on the eastern bank of the 
river were of less height. These regions appeared to be the fa- 

* After Sir Woodbine Parish, Vice-President of the Geographical Society ,wlu> 
takes a lively interest in everything connected with South America. . 
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vourite abode of the reptile tribe. Tli<* guanas were so numerous 
that, awakened out of their reveries by the approach of our corials, 
when basking on a tree near the bank of the river, we saw some¬ 
times three plunge at once from a height of twenty feet into the 
w ater, and disappear almost instantly : the splash thus produced 
was heard at some distance, and produced always a cry of dis¬ 
appointment from our Indians at having lost the opporLunity of 
adding to their food. Mr. Vietli shot one five feet nine inches 
long, including the tail of four feet t\Vo_ inches. Several were 
caught while swimming in the water. Two of the lighter corials 
that had preceded us over a rapid had discovered a Commoudie 
snake (Boa Draco Giyas) ; it was lying inert in a kind of brush¬ 
wood, and had just slipped its skin. When we came up Mr. Reiss 
had fired a ball at it without having taken effect, and it was slowly 
retreating towards the water: at this moment Hendrick jumped 
ashore, and dexterously slipped a noose round its head, and was 
on the point of securing it, when the snake turned round and made 
a motion as if to dart at him : at this attack all his former courage 
gave way, and he retreated with the greatest precipitation over 
hushes and rocks into the water. The Indians all stood petri¬ 
fied ; they could not he induced even to put a hand to the rope to 
draw the snake out of the wood, and we ran a fair chance of losing 
our ropes also, when Mr. Cameron fired a timely ball rather be¬ 
hind the head into the neck, and Mr. Vietli succeeded in catching 
the head in a noose: it w as now quickly despatched, and secured 
in the boat: it measured sixteen feet four inches in length, and 
twenty-eight inches in circumference: w hile skinning it forty to 
fifty eggs were discovered, which had not yet come to maturity. 

The Flora of the river’s banks was not much diversified. I 
observed, however, some plants which hitherto I knew only from 
description, and which were highly interesting in consequence of 
their peculiar formation ; among them were the Murcyraavia um- 
belluta and Norantea Gviancnsis (Auhlet): the former was very 
abundant; it may be called a ligneous twiner, though its branches 
are pendulous, but they are so more inconsequence of the flowers, 
which being weighty and increased by its peculiar bracten, causes 
the branches to hang down. It is frequently parasitical, and I 
have found it in such various shapes, that at the first glance I 
have mistaken the young branches for a Lygodium. The flexible 
branches are thickly set with alternate leaves of a lanceolate form, 
and are ternfinated by flowering umbels, which, with the singular 
form of the braclea, resemble a chandelier: the flowers arc insig¬ 
nificant, but remarkable for the calyptra with which the recep¬ 
tacle is covered- as soon as it falls off tlie stamens drop shortly 
after. The most curious organs of the plant are, however, the 
pitcher-shaped bractca, of which there are generally four or five 
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attached to the flowering 1 stems, and surrounded by the flowers in 
long peduncles. The bractea is fleshy, eucullate, and hollow; the 
opening is wide on the top, and decreases in size; it contains a 
tea-spoonful of A tasteless fluid/ Equally curious and more 
splendid in appearance is Aublet’s Norantea, Ascium Anbletii 
(Schreber). Its- branches are likewise flexible, and in common 
with many of the Guttifer<p, to which the genus is very nearly 
allied, it has sub-parasitical habits: the leaves are alternate, and 
so coriaceous that the upper shin, like a cuticle, may be removed : 
it flowers in ernlrisps, and the peduncles have ajflub-shaped ap¬ 
pendage of a deep orange colour; the risp is from ten to twenty- 
four inches long. The flowers have five petals of a deep crimson, 
but so small that they are entirely eclipsed by the brightness of 
the orange-cofoured bractea; each flower has one of the bractea 
appended to its peduncle, and I counted on one of the risps 3'Jo : 
an idea may, therefore, be formed of its beautiful appearance 
where the climbing shrub overruning some huge tree, many hundred 
flowering risps are displayed. It forms one of the greatest orna¬ 
ments of the Flora of Guayana. While speaking of plants and 
the highly interesting botany of these rivers, I must not omit a 
species of Cap par is, which grew along the banks of the river : it 
was a tree of moderate size, and every afternoon about four 
o’clock was so much covered with its snow-white flowers, distin¬ 
guished by its innumerable stamens, that it afforded a beautiful 
sight. At sun-rise the flower detaches itself from the disk, drops 
into the water, and is carried along by the stream ; we met, there¬ 
fore, thousands early in the morning floating downwards, and 
took it generally as a sign that no rapids were in the vicinity, as 
we but seldom found the tree in such situations. 

Dec. 18.—We started this morning early. Our advance, how¬ 
ever, was of short duration: while turning round a sudden bend 
of the river, a series of formidable rapids was before us. On 
examination I found that? they extended in an eastern direction for 
upwards of a mile and a half, and that, besides five cataracts, wc 
should have to pass several rapids before wc came to still water, 
and should require five or six days to transport corials and baggage 
ov er the dykes. I became, therefore, apprehensive that our pro¬ 
visions might give out, and I resolved to send a corial back-to Mr. 
M'Cullum’s wood-cutting establishment for a fresh supply of 
provisions. Mr. Reiss kindly offered to command it, and he left 
us next morning. 

My first intention was to have a road cut along the river’s bank 
for the transport of our effects; but I found it impracticable, the 
rising ground consisting of numerous boulders heaped upon each 
other ; and as the crevices were only partially filled up with mould, 
it would have been impossible to place rollers for the conveyance 
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of the CQrials; I preferred, therefore, to have the baggage carried 
over the different ledges of rocks which cause these falls, and to 
drag the corials after. The cataracts are formed Try a continuation 
of the range of hills which we first met with in 4° 55' N. lat.; its 
direction is south-east, and the valleys appear to be parallel 
nearly: a continuation in a north-western line leads to the Twa- 
sinkie and Coomootie* mountains of the Essequibo, which are a 
north-eastern off-set of the Sierra Pacaraima: a line continued to the 
S.E. along'this range would strike the Marawini mountains in the 
3rd parallel; so f that the Sierra Acaray would be connected with 
these hills on the Berbice and the Twasinkie mountains on the 
Essequibo, which are again joined to the SierraPaearaima, about the 
4th parallel of latitude. The nature of those rocks anti of these 
on the Berbice is, however, different: while the former consists of 
granite and its modifications, these on the Berbice are more of 
trappean origin: the direction of their strata is N. 35° E. : they 
dip to the west by north, and the strata have evidently been dis¬ 
turbed since their deposition : various examples of cross currents 
are evident, and the beds are sometimes contorted and cut off by 
faults, which are filled with a species of waclce of a red colour : 
the angle of the regular beds amounts to upwards of 80°. The 
rocks, like those at the lower falls, are remarkable for large holes, 
smooth inside, and often from two to three feet in diameter: the 
rocks might almost be called cavernous. Where the current, 
during inundations, has excavated channels in the soil, I observed 
numerous boulders of about four feet in diameter, decidedly of the 
same formation, but much more covered with the black coating 
before mentioned, and exhibiting ripple marks. 

Our transport over these ledges of rocks advanced but slowly ; 
we lia<l to unload and reload the corials four times, and as, in con¬ 
sequence of the shallow water at the rapids, we could only carry 
half a load at a time, an idea of the harassing work may be formed. 
Three corials were thus at the head of the cataract in the evening 
of the 21st, when next morning, at the time the rations were 
generally distributed, the information was brought to me that the 
Macusies and Waccaways, with Andres at their head, had de¬ 
camped, and were no where to be found. We had been accustomed 
to their freak of having their camp further removed from ours, than 
anv other of the tribes who wetc with me, and it was not consi¬ 
dered singular when we found that the game was the ease at these 
cataracts : there were no signs that they had had fire during the 
night, which is an indispensable article to an Indian, and there was 
no doubt left that they bad escaped the previous evening. No 
colonist had ever been able to induce them to go higher up the 


* See Journal R. <3-. S., vol. vi. p. 362. 
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Berbice than the fall of Itabru, and when they saw that it,did not 
offer an insurmountable obstacle to our progress, they expressed 
their astonishment, and related horrible stories of mountain spirits, 
gigantic snakes, and thousands of Jtaymans, which were said to be 
able to swallow a corial with its crew and baggage, in hopes it 
might have the desired effect: then came the demand that they 
might be allowed to dance as before named. The following 
morning I had heard that the women, who had accompanied them 
hitherto, were tp return to the settlement, and from then, moment 
they must have resolved to leave us secretly as syon as an oppor¬ 
tunity offered; and they effected it on the night of the 21st, after 
having broken open our stores of biscuit and wine. Our crew 
being already weakened by Mr. Reiss’s absence with one corial, 
and many of those who remained with me being sick, 1 relinquished 
all idea of pursuing them. 

On the 21st and 22nd of December, the hourly observations 
recommended by Sir John Herschel were made: celestial obser¬ 
vations were very precarious. I had been up three nights in 
succession to procure a set of lunar distances, but in vain. 
The: means of the meteorological hourly observations on the 
appointed days were—Bar. 29758; att. therm. 7()° 5' Fa hr.; 
extern, therm. 75° 1 '; w'et bulb, 73° 8'; surface of the river 
79‘7-; the height of the spot above the level of the sea was 
ascertained to be 245 feet; the lat. 4° 41' 45'' N.; the long. 
57° 54' 10"; var. 7 east. The night from the 20th to tlie 21st 
was one of the coldest I ever experienced at a low situation in 
Guayana: at two o’clock in the morning of the 21st the therm, 
stood at 6‘4^°, and the water of the river at 72°. Christmas-day 
approached while we w ere at the Cataracts: though but lew ol our 
Indians were aware of the occasion and origin of this joyful day, 
and equally unable to understand what I told them of the birth 
and atonement of our blessed Saviour, yet I wished that they should 
participate in some degree in the better fare which we enjoyed on 
that day. Several pieces of salt beef were shared among them ; 
and though not every one of the Indians would eat it, I found them 
not so scrupulous as those 1 met during the former expedition on 
the Rupununy : they received otherwise additional allowances, 
and every four men a bottle of rum and some sugar. We enjoyed, 
therefore, Christmas in our ownwrtiy; and the proposal that as we 
could not learn whether these falls had any name, th®y might be 
called ‘ Christmas Cataracts,’ was gladly adopted. 

Mr. Reiss could scarcely be expected before three or four days 
more had elapsed. On the morning of the 27 th we transported 
the last corial, which in case of necessity had been kept at the 
lower cataract, over the rocks. The river w'as falling, and diarrlnra 
and severe colds prevailed much among the Indians. I hoped to 
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conquer,, it by giving them occupation, and I decided to abandon 
one of the corials, as since the desertion of six of the Accaways I 
had not sufficient Indians to man them: we dragged the corial, 
therefore, on shore, and divided its load among the others. This 
night proved a sleepless one for us: we were but a short time in 
our hammocks when we discovered that our tents were visited by 
the coushi ant or yagerman, by which name the Creoles denominate 
the A tla Cephalotcs, or Migrutoria: they inflicted most merciless 
bites, anch those who attempted to get out of their hammocks were 
glad to get bat'V again: our poor dogs suffered the most; they 
could not get out of their reach, and they ran about the whole 
night howling, in consequence of the severe bites which they re¬ 
ceived. One of the columns of marching ants had moved up a 
tree, and whether it was in consequence of the immense numbers 
I know not, but we heard them dropping upon our tents as drops 
of rain from the leaves after a heavy shower. 

Dec. 28.—Our progress was quite slow: we turned round a 
sudden bend of the river, when a most obnoxious effluvia greeted 
our noses, and we observed a flock of that curious bird, the king 
of the vultures, rising from a dead kayman: we did not succeed 
in shooting a full-grown bird; a young one was, however, pro¬ 
cured, the feathers of which were just about to turn from black to 
white : this is a curious change, peculiar to several birds. There 
were upwards of from fifteen to twenty assembled round the car¬ 
rion : they flew with the noise of heavy w’ings from branch to 
branch, until scared by the first shot, they flew deeper into the 
woods; the opportunity of glutting themselves was too inviting 
to be abandoned by a rapid flight. We were not very successful 
in procuring game, but wc were indemnified by a large number of 
fisli, which were as acceptable at the period, as they had been 
scarce for some time past: our crew procured fourteen large 
haimaras, one of the most delicate of the finny tribe in these 
rivers; their average weight is about 1 A lbs. Jn order to catch 
them spring hooks are set in the evening, and when the fish, 
allured by the bait, takes it, it is drawn by the elasticity of the rod 
out of the water, and there it hangs until it is secured by the 
fisherman; but it is not man only who is anxious to secure the 
entrapped fish; among the foremost comes the kayman, which, 
attracted by the noise of the struggling fish, considers he has as 
much riglit'to it as the Indian who sets tjie hook. In this piratical 
system he is assisted by the pirai, called by the Arawaaks houma , 
which slashes piece after piece from the poor captive, and when 
tlic fisherman takes his round, he finds nothing but the head at¬ 
tached to the rod. Those who set the hooks should, therefore, he 
constantly on the alert. 

Dec. 30.—The kaymans aic very numerous; one, including the 



of the River Berbiw. 319 

tail of four feet eight inches, measured fourteen feet. It r is asto¬ 
nishing how far fool-hardiness sometimes carries the Indian, while 
at others he show's the greatest cqwardicc; he acts on impulse. 
The kayman lay motionless and apparently dead along the banks 
of the river. Salomon, the chief man of my Warrows, jumped 
a-shore, and after having given him a few blows with a cutlass 
across the head, attempted to force its jaws open with his hands: 
he desisted only by my commands: scarcely had he allowed the 
kayman’s head* to drop to its former position, when the monster 
snapped most violently at the Indian : it missed Sim, but got hold 
of an old stumj) of a tree, where we had to use the axe to get him 
loose. Mr. Cameron had shot another with a ball through the 
head, just under the eye: after having violently beaten the water 
with its tail, it rose to the surface of the river, its white shining 
belly turned upwards, and we considered it dead: one of the 
corials was sent to secure the head, but on its approach, new life 
appeared to start in its veins; it turned itself round, and rushed 
\iolently through the water: the foreman of the smaller corial, 
Hendrick, stood ready with the cutlass: it now turned its attack 
towards the assailant, and with its formidable jaws open, it rushed 
towards the bow. Hendrick got so much frightened at this un¬ 
expected display of teeth, that he even allowed his paddle, which 
he had in the other hand, to drop in the water, and fell back 
without directing a single blow. I instantly desired my large 
corial to be drawn across to hem the monster in : but it did not 
await our arrival, and with open mouth came violently towards our 
broadside, as if it intended to join the party inside, not a little to 
the consternation of its inmates, then struck against the side of 
the corial, sunk under it, lashing with its tail, and wetting us all 
over, and vanished in the deep water. m 

Jan. 1, 1837.—We made but slow progress ; the river narrowed 
considerably, and numerous trees which, from age or the under¬ 
mining effects of the current, had fallen across, disputed our ad¬ 
vance, so that we were obliged to cut a passage. Nine out of ten 
were mora trees, one of the hardest woods of Guayana, and which 
by being immersed in water had increased in hardness : it took us 
two to three hours to cut through one of these trees, and there 
were sometimes three to four in succession; wc had, therefore, 
hard work, and none but the women were exempted from using 
the axe. In order to incrt*asc the difficulties, many of our Indians 
were unfit for any work in consequence of indisposition; the en¬ 
trance of the new year was, therefore, well calculated to enhance 
the feeling of disappointment, that we should at that advanced 
period be within so short a distance of the coast: a succession of 
adverse circumstances had taken place since we undertook the 
Corentyn expedition; difficulties beset us from the outset, and 
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though’ I battled most resolutely to overcome tliom, and was deter¬ 
mined to advance as long 1 as there was any possibility of .making 
progress, and famine did not threaten us, 1 could not feel but 
doubly the mortification on the first day of the year. Such thoughts 
were passing through my mind when we arrived at a point where 
the river expanded, and formed on its eastern bank a smooth basin, 
the current of the river directing its course along the opposite 
shore. Some object on the southern point of the basin attracted 
my attention; I could not form any idea of what it might be, and 
I hurried the crew to increase the rate of their paddling ; in a short 
time we were opposite the object of onr curiosity—a vegetable 
wonder! All calamities were forgotten; I felt as a botanist, and 
felt myself rewarded. A gigantic leaf, from five to six feet in 
diameter, salver-shaped, with a broad rim of a light green above, 
and a vivid crimson below, rested upon the water : quite in cha¬ 
racter with the wonderful leaf was the luxuriant flower, consisting 
of many hundred petals, passing in alternate tints from pure white 
to rose and pink. The smooth water was covered with them, and 
I rowed from one to the other, observing always something new 
to be admired. The leaf is on the surface of a bright green, in 
form almost orbiculate, except opposite its axis, where it is slightly 
bent in ; its diameter measured from five to six feet; around the 
whole margin extends a rim, from three to five inches high, on the 
inside of a light green, on the outside a bright crimson. The 
ribs are very prominent, almost an inch high, and radiate from a 
common centre ; they consist of eight principal ones, with a great 
many others branching off from them ; these are crossed again by 
raised membranes, or bands, at right angles, which give the whole 
the appearance of a spider’s web, and arc beset with prickles; 
the veins contain air-cells like the jietiole and flower-stem. The 
divisions of the ribs and bands are visible on the upper surface of 
the leaf, by which it appears aerolated. The stem of tlic flower 
is an inch thick near the calyx, and is studded with sharp elastic 
prickles about three quarters of an inch in length. The calyx is 
four-leaved, each upwards of seven inches in length and three 
in breadth; at the base they are thick, white inside, and reddish 
brown and prickly outside : the diameter of the calyx is from twelve 
to thirteen inches ; on it rests the magnificent flower which, when 
fully developed, completely covers the calyx with its hundred 
petals. When it first opens it is white with pink in the middle, 
which spreads over the whole flower the more it advances in age, 
and is generally found the next day of a pink colour; as if to en¬ 
hance its beauty, it is sweet-scented. Like others of the tribe, it 
possesses a fleshy disk, and the petals and stamens pass gradually 
into each other, and many petalloid leaves may be observed which 
have vestiges of an anther. The petals next to the leaves of the 
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calyx arc fleshy and possess air-cells, which must contribute to 
the buoyancy of the flower. The seeds of the many-celled fruit 
are numerous, and embedded in a spongy substance. We met 
them hereafter frequently, and the higher we advanced the more 
gigantic they became; we measured a leaf which was six feet five 
inches in diameter, its rim five and a-half inches high, and the 
flower across fifteen inches. The flower is much injured by a 
beetle ( Triehius Spec. ?) which completely destroys the inner part 
of the disk ; we have counted sometimes from twenty to thirty in 
one flower.* • 

Our progress next day was scarcely two miles, the trees which 
barricaded our passage w'crc so numerous. While the men were 
employed cutting through a large mora tree, information was 
brought that a herd of Kairovnies, the large peccary or Indian 
hog (Sits' cystiferous major), was feeding at a short distance from 
the river: all our guns were immediately put in requisition, and 
olfwo started ; Aeouriteli, the Carib, armed with hows and iron- 
headed arrow's in the van. 1 first came up with them, and found 
them in a pool of water, where they wallowed in the mire like 
our domestic hog: one appeared to stand watch while the rest 
enjoyed the muddy batli, the young ones of various sizes keeping 
the middle. When I w r as at a distance of fifteen a aids the sen- 

* j 

tinei observed me, the bristles on the hack rose, and it turned 
towards me, chattering formidably with its teeth ; in the next 
moment it lay prostrate in the mud pierced by a rifle ball; hut 
how can I describe the bustle, the rush, and the chattering of 
the tusks of upwards of 200, which immediately after were seen 
to seek security in rapid flight in the opposite direction! An 
Indian, who had come up by this time, fired after them and shot 
another, and the retreat was now perfect. 1 had loaded again, but 
hesitated a moment to wade through the swamp; the Arawank, 
Mathias, observed it, and he requested me to give him my rifle 
and ammunition, and off he started willi it. 1 heard four or fir e 


* Mr. Schomburgk lias sent to England a (hawing of this beautiful flower, tic- 
hiving that, if permitted, it should be presented to the Queen, with a humble request 
that it might be dedicated to Her Majesty und bear her royal name. To this Her 
Majesty has graciously consented, and has also given permission that this flower 
should be known by the name of ° 

“VICTORIA REGIA.” • 

Mr. Sehomburgk will he highly gratified to learn that bis discovery—the must beau¬ 
tiful specimen of the Flora of the western hemisphere—will henceforward be most 
appropriately distinguished by the name of our youthful sovereign, herself “the 
nos* and the expectancy of our state.” 

The Society is indebted to Dr. Lindley for his kind and liberal offer to write a 
fuller description, and to superintend the engraving, of the flower, a copy of which 
has just been presented to Her Majesty.— Ed. 
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sliots shbrtly after at some distance on my right, and while yet cal¬ 
culating how many of them might have told, I heard a rushing 
noise, like a whirlwind, approaphing through the busdics : the pecu¬ 
liar growl, and that awful clapping of the teeth did not leave me 
long in doubt as to its cause; it,was evident that the herd had 
divided, and were coming directly towards me. I stood alone 
unarmed, and had not even a knife to defend myself. I know not 
yet how J climbed the lower part of a mora tree, when by they 
rushed, their muzzles almost sweeping the ground, ‘and their rough 
bristles oil the back standing erect: they might have numbered 
fifty. They came and passed like a whirlwind, and before I had 
recovered from my astonishment, I heard them plunge into the river 
and swim over to the opposite bank. The other hunters had not 
been so fortunate as i expected; excitement or fei$r made them 
miss where it would have appeared almost impossible. Including 
the one I had shot, three had been killed .with guns, and one with 
an arrow: they were a most welcome addition to our stock, as we 
were already obliged to economize, and our endeavours to procure 
fish had not been successful. 

The kairounie has been so well described that it is superfluous 
to dwell further on it, but there is an anatomical .difference in the 
internal structure of the skull, which I do not find noted in the 
works on natural history which form part of my travelling library ; 
it possesses only a small quantity of brain, which is protected by 
a double bone, vNaturalists observe that it does not love to wal¬ 
low in the mire; I found the whole herd almost buried in it, and 
we discovered afterwards another pool of water, where the marks 
of their having wallowed were evident enough. 1 he liquor which 
flow's out of the gland is highly offensive, and peculiar to both 
male and female ; the latter produces only two young ones, fre¬ 
quently only one : the cry of the kairounie, when full grown, is a 
grunt, but that of the younger ones resembles the bleating of a goat. 

Jan. 2.—The indisposition of the crew had so much increased 
that I had not sufficient hands to paddle; we were therefore 
obliged to encamp until the health. of the party was re-esta¬ 
blished. 

Jan. 4.—The report of two guns had been heard while I was 
absent on a hunting cxcursioq. and Mr. Reiss was with us an 
hour after., Mr. M*Culluin, from whom the expedition received 
so many attentions and assistance, had fnost readily come forward 
to advance the desired quantity of rice, salt-fish, &c., and the 
corial had succeeded in passing the cataracts without accident. 
We had a severe thunder storm ill the afternoon; while I was 
occupied observing the changes of the barometer and thermometer 
during its approach ; the lightning struck a tree just on the oppo¬ 
site side of the river; the clap followed the lightning instantly. 
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and tlie reverberation was so severe that man and beast appeared 
startled. The barometer did not show any fluctuations; the ther¬ 
mometer, however, fell from 81° to 73°, when the rain fell in tor¬ 
rents ; the thunder continued the» whole night. We could not 
flatter ourselves with being particularly favoured by the weather, 
but it had not come to extremes as yet, * I augured nothing good 
from its present appearance ; the atmosphere was heavy and con¬ 
stantly clouded in the north-west: we were then so near to the 
change of the moon, which generally has a decided influence upon 
the weather, that | apprehended the setting in of the frainy season, 
and my surmises proved unfortunately correct* Active medi¬ 
cines had partially restored so many of the Indians that I was able 
to continue our journey. ' 

Jan. 6. —We passed occasionally detachpd ledges of rocks, 
of the same nature, dip, and direction, as those at the Christmas 
Cataracts. The liver narrowed considerably, and we were again 
under the necessity*of having recourse to axes and cutlasses : its 
width amounte'dfrequently to scarcely more than ten )ards, while 
its current, sweeping at the rate of two knots over a sandy bottom, 
and partly covered with pebhlc$, was almost too much for my 
weakened crew -it required every particle of strength left in their 
sinews not to retrograde. The river frequently formed inlets, 
which were studded with islets of different shapes, covered with 
numerous palms, that bade defiance to any intruder by their sharp 
prickles, which were often three and four inches long.* Indeed 
the river was bordered by a dense forest of palms: they scarcely 
allow any other plant to grow up, and usurp all the moisture, air, 
and light. The under stratum of the soil, from lat. 4° 20' to 4° 10' 
N. is highly retentive; while, on the surface, it consists of a chalky 
marl, mixed with mould : it is particularly qualified for the culti¬ 
vation of rice; the more so, since it is annually inundated and 
enriched by the deposition of mud, which would render manure 
unnecessary. If put under partial drainage, T am persuaded that 
these lands would produce two crops a-year, f 

The current was now frequently our only guide for keeping in 
the stream, and with the greatest attention we were sometimes 
at a loss what direction to take, as occasionally the course of the 
river was entirely covered with hushes. The beautiful water-lily 
covered whole reaches with its singular leaves, nibbled at times 
by the Muscovy duclTs; while numerous spurwings, sy liana hens, 
and other aquatic birds, were walking on the surface of the leaf 
in search of insects. 

* The Corrozo, from which a delicious wine is piocuied in the Oionolco. 

f There can be little doubt of lliis, as we learn from Dr. Hancock that Mr. 
Biistuin, on the Ksswpubo, got two crops of rice and three of Guinea corn per annum. 
—JSu. 
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On a cursory glance, the explorer might have fancied that he had 
here reached the sources of the river, and that it rose in a lake ; 
whence it issues in a stream not more than five yards wide. How 
astonished would he have beea, had he been told that a few miles 
farther south the river widens again to 150 yards! As already 
observed, the stillness of the water induced me to search for 
another outlet; and, after some delay, we had cut a path for our 
corials, and were once more on a fine stream, unimpeded by 
bushes. «We here found the iron-wood tree, and a new species of 
dipt,crix, the flower of which has a sweet perfume, resembling 
violets: if is calfed by the Indians ltikieri. bur i-bally ; the wood is 
speckled like a tiger s skin, and is sometimes brought to the 
colony, where it fetches a price of 5s. 9d. per foot. At the first 
trial which our axes made on the iron-wood, a tree lying across the 
river, they rebounded. After a few blows the axe almost resembled 
a saw. and if we had not possessed some American axes we 
should have been obliged to drag the corials over land. As a 
strong contrast to the sweet-scented dipterix and the hard iron- 
wood, grew a tree superior in size to both, and when struck by 
the axe it diffused a most unpleasant smell: it was very soft ami 
white, and the outer bark grey. 

Jan. 8.—In lat. 4° 20' N. we met with numerous boulders 
of granite of the same composition as those at Achramoucra, in 
the river Essoquibo, in 4° GO' N. lat., and at the cataracts of 
the river Corcntyn, 4° 21' N. lat.: the tract preserves, there¬ 
fore, its east and west direction; the boulders were much rounded, 
often spherical, and gigantic in size. 

Our pleasure at the open river did not last long: again it nar¬ 
rowed, and dwindled in width to about ten yards. The islets and 
paluis of the former tract were wanting, hut they were amply 
replaced by lianas, chiefly mikania, comwlvulacece, and a spreading 
bush which might be called the mangrove of the fresh waters. 
Our progress wa» now r connected with constant toil : with the 
most harassing labour, wc scarcely made two miles in a day; and, 
in order to avoid cutting through trees which it would have taken 
us a day to accomplish, we preferred, unloading the corials, and 
drawing them overland. I resolved now to halt every alternate 
day, and to send parties forward to clear our path. As if to ren¬ 
der our progress to^the south still slower, the river meandered in 
short turnp, and the constant rain which had set in at the change 
of the moon had caused its banks to overflow. Five weeks had 
now' elapsed since we had left the last human habitation, and, as 
wc had not been able to increase our stock of provisions since, l 
w as under the’necessity of curtailing the allowance. The river 
had swollen rapidly, anti game and fish were now scarce, while 
the difficulties increased with every step that wc advanced. I 
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observed dissatisfaction among the crow; they were tired of pro¬ 
ceeding further, and I liad to use energetic measures to have my 
orders enforced. 

While some of the Indians were hunting, they met a pack of 
wild dogs: our own dogs secured one, and, as Indians are gene¬ 
rally fond of crossing their breed. Acouritch tied it to a tree, 
in order to take it with him when he returned from the chase; 
but the dog gnawed his rope, and was off before our prudent 
huntsman could execute his design. Hendrick, who had accom¬ 
panied Acouritch, told me that the pack might Jiave amounted to 
lliirty, or more: in figure, lie likened them to the bull-terrier— 
the ears rounded and hanging, the colour reddish brown, I was 
sorry that 1 lost the opportunity to see one of these animals, of 
which I had heard so much : they are sometimes met with near 
the coast, and always hunt in packs. 

Jan. 22.—Our difficulties appeared to increase with every 
hour, and every step became more toilsome. The river is quite 
narrow, and winds its course through a wilderness, margined by 
prickly palms : it is almost entirely grown over by a species of 
solatium. We were now obliged to man one of the smaller 
corials with some of the ablest men, with cutlasses and as.es in 
their hands, to clear the greatest obstacles out of the way, while 
we followed with the other corials, which were forced forward 
by long poles. We constantly came in contact with the hushes 
on either side, and were frequently molested by .ants, centipedes, 
spiders, and scorpions, which secreted themselves in the rubbish 
left on the hushes by the last inundations, and inflicted the 
severest bites on us; or we received a brush over our face and 
hands by one of the prickly palm-leaves, which never failed to 
leave marks of its passage. The Indian crew fared worse in 
this respect: we were partly protected by our clothes, but their 
stock had given out long before this, and they had no protection 
whatever. The banks,*originally low, w r ere under water, in con¬ 
sequence of the continued rains, and it frequently proved difficult 
to find a place where wo could sling our hammocks. It was late 
in the afternoon when we were still on the look-out to find a dry 
spot. We sent one of the Indians of the mixed race up a 
high tree: he gave us information that, so far as the eye could 
reach, the swamps continued—'but sorrv comfort for us weary 
travellers ! Acouritch was hallooing most lustily, in*order to try 
in what direction his voice resounded, to serve as an indication of 
dry land; but in vain. After sunset, and when we had made up 
our minds to remain in the corials, a small spot, which the 
water had not yet reached, was discovered. It rained heavily, 
and ■ as the water was growing, we were glad when we could 
leave next morning, without having been dislodged and not fur- 
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tlier molvstcd, except tliat we had to wade to the place where we 
had landed on dry ground the previous evening. 

Jan. CM. —I received this evening most unpleasant information. 
A Warrow Indian, who was rather a favourite, informed me that 
mischief was going on in the camp. For some days past I had 
discovered rebellious conduct, and had previously observed disobe¬ 
dience of orders; but they never showed it so openly as during 
the last tyvo days. I was well aware that the generality of the 
Indians were disaffected to the further progress of*thc expedition, 
and I had even‘proof that the coloured people were equally to 
be distrusted. All endeavours to procure game or fish proved in 
vain ; and the dreary prospect that, during the continuance of the 
rainy weather, no better success awaited us, had laid me under 
the necessity to reduce our daily allowance to little more than six 
ounces of rice for a man and five for a woman. I was now in¬ 
formed that the Caribs, with Acouriteh at their head, had iiisti- 
gated the others to take the corials away, and to leave us during 
the night; and if we should show resistance, to tie us with 
hammock-ropes to the trees. 1 do not know how far Acouriteh 
might have succeeded with the Arawaaks : however, T was aware 
that my own boat’s crew, the Warrows, would not suffer their 
fidelity to be tampered with. The young Warrow was therefore 
sent to give me information. The intelligence of this treachery 
caused me great uneasiness : 1 did not know how far the disaffec¬ 
tion might have spread, and I knew there was no individual in the 
camp who did not dislike proceeding farther. I informed Mr. Reiss 
of the circumstance, and we decided to be vigilant, and keep a strict 
guard upon the corials and ammunition. Acourite h must have had 
knowledge of his plot having been discovered. They had their camp 
that night not far from my tent. I saw their fires burning through 
tlie night, and was therefore not a little astonished to find, next 
morning, that they had deserted about midnight. We hud heard 
the barking of one of our dogs at some distance from the camp. 
Mr. Reiss reconnoitred, but, discovering nothing unusual, he 
retired to his hammock: misled by the fires, he supposed the 
Caribs in their hammocks. They had taken until them some 
of our best cutlasses, iron pots, camp-kettles, &c. We found no 
traces of the direction they had taken, hut I concluded that they 
might have attempted to reaeti the Corentyn by pursuing ;ui 
eastern direction.* The forests, which we had passed during the 
latter week, were full of a species of mountain cabbage-tree: he 
might have therefore calculated that, as soon as he had cleared 
the swamps, they might partly live on it; and the seeds of ano¬ 
ther palm were then ripe, which the Arawaaks call caria, and the 

* Both the rivers, Corcntyu and Es.-A-<pubo, are only fifteen miles distant iio:n 
iliis point.—Ei'« 
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Caribs muro muro, and of which the Indians are vary fond. 
Though they might save themselves from starvation, the adven¬ 
ture was perilous enough, and proves the daring spirit of that 
tribe. * 

Our situation became more critical every day. We were now 
reduced to eleven effective men, which were to be distributed 
among four corials. I was still bent, however, on pushing 
onward. 

Jan. 2G.—Tij the course of the day we found the river widen¬ 
ing like a lake, bordered by low bush and j^irlly grown over 
with the beautiful victoria, the pride of my botanical discoveries, 
and which grew here so luxuriantly that some of the leaves mea¬ 
sured six feet five inches in diameter. A species of polyyonum, 
and numerous grasses of different tints, covered the riv er so com¬ 
pletely, that only a small bright space, where the current was 
strongest, was left open. Alas, our joy did not last long! Jt 
narrowed, and we had again to cut through prickly palms and 
numerous prickly sohmmns, so rank in growth, that at times wc 
had to drag the corial by main force over them. 

Jqn. 27-—I had not been able to procure any celestial observa¬ 
tions since January 22nd, when I had found, by meridian altitude of 
the sun, that we were in 4° l' N. hit., consequently nearly in a pa¬ 
rallel with the junction of the Rupununy and Essequibo. I deter¬ 
mined, therefore, to advance for three days more, during which 
time 1 hoped to be able to make from six to ten miles southing, 
when it was my intention to encamp, and cross over by foot to the 
Essequibo. 1 communicated this resolution to my companions, 
and it spread quickly among the Indians, who received it with the 
greatest joy. At the hack of the encampment our Indians had 
found many of the palms, previously mentioned, in seed, and they 
indulged freely, to indemnify themselves for past privation. The 
caria grows in hunches of from twelve to twenty inches in length, 
and nine to ten in diameter. Each nut is about an inch and a 
half long, round at the top, and pointed towards the end, where 
the fruit is sessile; the outer rind is provided with prickles; the 
kernel is eaten, and tastes, when young, somewhat like cocoa-nut: 
it is also roasted on the fire. The caudex is low ; ihe leaves, or 
fronds, are provided with long prickles; and it is remarkable that 
l do not recollect having met wit'A this palm'previously, cither in 
the Corentyn or the Essequibo. I think it is Astrocitryon murec 
murcc* (Mart.). Wc observed in the vicinity of our camp some 


* I have frequently found the seeds of this palm on the low shores of the island 
Ancgada, where it has been drifted by the current: it is vulgarly called Sea Cocoa-nut, 
though quite different from the Cocoa do Mar (Lorluiceti Scchctlarum). During inun¬ 
dations, the seeds are swept from the land, carried by the rivers to the estuaries, aud 
there taken up by the cuirents. 
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gigantic conical ant-hills, ten feet in height, constructed of the 
soil, a mixture of sand and clay ; the interior is built with par¬ 
ticles of wood, leaves, and flowers ; with the entrance from three 
to four inches in diameter, protected by dry leaves, cemented with 
clay and a glutinous substance. The ant is of a reddish-brown 
colour; the body from four to five-eighths of an inch in length, 
and it is called by the Arawaaks haracnrlie. 

The working ant, or labourer, has four prickly points on the 
back, and two on the head, and resembles much the Coushi ant 
(Attn), only bei»yf smaller. 

Jan. 28.—We wound our way slowly through the meandering 
river, margined by prickly palms, and encroached upon by numer¬ 
ous Marantaceti 1 . Shortly after, passing a point, we found that 
the river gradually widened, and showed a fine sheet of water up¬ 
wards of 150 yards broad: the river was similar!\ covered with 
those plants which 1 mentioned on another occasion : their num¬ 
ber was, however, increased by a very pretty Panted?ria , and 
another plant which was highly interesting to us in consequence ol 
its leaves resembling the rare four-leaved clover, which is consi¬ 
dered a lucky omen, according to popular belief, if picked up by 
accident, and not sought after. I saw neither blossoms nor seeds 
to become acquainted with the name.' 1 ' 

The stream preserved its width of about 150 yards for several 
miles, and I could almost fancy we had entered a different river : 
as this sudden expansion extended likewise to the east, where we 
issued from the underwood, we pursued its course in that direc¬ 
tion for some miles, until we were arrested by thick wood, and 
found we w ere exploring an inlet only. We observed some grani¬ 
tic boulders in the river. The latitude observed at noon was 
8° 58' N.; our progress south, theiefore, since January 22, had 
been scarcely three miles. Where the river narrowed again the 
current ran two knots: shortly after we were rejoiced to find it 
spreading to about thirty yards, and from its high hanks on both 
sides we hoped it might so continue, and pushed on rapidly till 
evening, when I saw what 1 considered to be five or six laud 
turtles, ranged on an old prostrated trunk on the river’s left bank : 
such an opportunity for a good meal, in our straitened circum¬ 
stances, was not to he neglected; we immediately halted, and on 
landing the Indians drew my attention to some hushes which had 
been recerftly cut with a knife : we now cautiously approached 
the hoped-for turtles, hut to our mortification we found that they 
were only shells. We saw remains of former fires, and it was 
evident that I had found by accident the path which leads to the 
Esscquibo. Some of the Indians discovered a raft of moccu- 


Maiailea cpiadiifolia, possibly. 
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moccos on the other side of the river, whence we concluded that 
the slaving expedition contemplated by the Caribs had been car¬ 
ried into execution shortly before our arrival; there were also 
symptoms of a prolonged encampment here. 

Jan. 29-—Tlie next day was the day of rest appointed to man ; 
we remained, therefore, the more readily in our encampment, as 
circumstances had not always allowed us to rest on the Sabbath. 

Jan. 30.—We started at nine o’clock by land in a S.W. direc¬ 
tion to cross over to the Essequibo. Our party was Mr. Reiss, 
Cornelius, and live Indians to carry our hammocks and the neces¬ 
sary provisions. The path was barely twelve incfies wide, marked 
by notches in the trees: numerous trees had fallen across it, and 
our limbs, cramped in the corials for the last two months, were very 
stiff'. The soil was extremely fertile, and, generally speaking, the 
ground preserved the same level. We crossed several swamps 
in which the manicole palm grew most luxuriantly; 1 noticed 
likewise that strange species of palm, which 1 had seen on a 
former occasion in the Conocon mountains, Geonoma Spec, t 
called by the Arawaaks Baba : it here reaches a very great height, 
has but. few leaves, and obtuse, as if they had been torn off at the 
end: single specimens of it are to be found near the coast, pro¬ 
bably transplanted thither, but they are very scarce. After an 
hour’s walk from our camp we passed a large tree with a smooth 
bark, called by the Caribs Okheri-prmna> in which several marks 
had been cut by Indians. The woods which we traversed con¬ 
sisted of magnificent trees; the soil, springy and of a rich vegetable 
mould mixed with sand, would produce anything. We saw the 
stately Crabwood tree (Aublet’s Carapu Guianensis), the Souari 
( Pekea tuberculosa of Aublct), famed for its delicious nuts, which 
we only regretted were no* then in season; the Yamri, or 
paddle wood, which is curious, as its trunk appears as if it 
consisted of a number of slender trees grown together. The 
bark is dark-coloured, with a few light greyish 1 spots ; the seed is 
flat-shaped and rugose, and I conceive the tree to belong to the 
trumpet-flower tribe ( Bignoniacete) : the wood is very elastic, and, 
in consequence of the peculiar construction of its trunk, it is much 
esteemed by the Indians for paddles. I have frequently seen the 
Indians split one of the flutes off, and finish a paddle in the course 
of a few hours, having no other tool but a cutlass and common 
knife : it was then handed.to the woman, who painted it *vitli Roucou 
and Lana. We observed likewise the Amara or j Wamara* tree, 
of which the Indians make their war-clubs. The wood is very 
hard and dark-coloured. The Wamara is a species of Lecythis; 
its seed-capsules are shaped like an extinguisher : it is a large 


* Banuia of the Arawaaks ? 
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treo with a light-coloured bark. There were also many others 
which astonished us by their size, and of which the Indians make 
their corials and canoes. At an hour and a half distance we 
found rising ground, about forty feet high, assuming a N.W. and 
S.E. direction, and observed numerous rocks, from the size of a 
pigeon’s egg to that of a large boulder : they were crystalline, 
weighty, and appeared to be impregnated with iron. The soil, 
exposed by an uprooted tree, consisted of oclivcous clay mixed 
with fragments of quartz, rounded by attrition, and of the same 
nature as those we had seen on the savannahs of the Pacaraima 
mountains. 

Mr. Reiss, \\ho followed with some of the Indians in the rear, 
had fallen in with a herd of kairounies and killed two, but as our 
men were already loaded, we could carry only one: we were 
about to continue our march, when we heard the report of a gun in 
the N.E.; a second followed, and a third. There could be no doubt 
that it was the preconcerted signal for our speedy return ; only an 
urgent case would have induced Mr. Cameron to fire the signal : 
we therefore retraced our steps. I headed the party, and w e had 
not far advanced, when I saw the herd of kairounies before us: 
they did not perceive me, and were in regular line of march, the 
young walking under the belly of tlie mother; we shot two more. 
As there was no time to be lost, they were cleaned and hung up 
in a tree, to he sent for in case circumstances permitted it. I and 
Solomon, one of my faithful Warrows, now took the vanguard. 
On the road numerous sinister causes for our recall suggested 
themselves to my mind, and in my anxiety I distanced all my 
party except my faithful Solomon. I heard the hum of voices, 
and cautioning the Indian to go softly, we listened. ** They are 
Caribs,” he whispered in my ear. \ told him to hearken again— 
“ Caribs,” was again his reply. I stole somewhat nearer, and had 
a survey of a number of red hammocks. It is then true, thought 
I to myself, the camp has been surprised-, Mr. Cameron and Mr. 
Vietli have been most likely murdered, or are perhaps lashed to 
the next tree, and your life is in their hands : what does it signify 
whether you lose it a few hours earlier or later ? With this reso¬ 
lution I went forward, my pistol however cocked for the first 
assailant. As soon as I came up with them I asked, “Are you 
come as friends or as enemies?”* I received no answer. My next 
inquiry wast “ Who is your chieftain?” ^Sinittce (Smith); he is at 
Pranegliieric's (the white man’s) tent.” I immediately proceeded 
there, and found my friend Smith, of Corcntyn recollection, and 
the Copename chieftain, whom we met at the post Ore a la, with* 
Mr. Cameron, in conversation. All my apprehension melted like 
snow, and I ascertained now that the Maeusie expedition had in 
reality only arrived a few hours ago. When approaching the 
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TSerbicc, a musket bad been fired by accident in our camp, 
and tlie Caribs supposing that some of their friends from the Ru- 
pununy were awaiting them, had set up a hue-and-cry, which had 
given Mr. Cameron the first notica of their approach. But what 
must have been their astonishment, when coming in sight of the 
river, they observed my corials ? When I formerly reasoned with 
them at Oreala, on the injustice of enslaving Macusies, and I 
found that it made no impression, I threatened them with the 
vengeance of the “ Big Governor,”* and that I should lie before 
them at this path which crosses the Bcrbice to the Esscquibo. 
They smiled at my assertions, and considered It impossible. I 
had resolved, though alone, to use every means which policy 
allowed me to prevent them from executing their designs, but the 
difficulties which I met with while ascending the Berbice made 
me despair of reaching the path in time: fortunately, how¬ 
ever, we accomplished it. Tn the course of the day we learned, 
that after Smith had returned from Skeldon, whither he accom¬ 
panied me to receive payment, every preparation was made for the 
contemplated trip. Before they set out “ Old Thomas” died, a 
pi.-ai man of great renown ; he had planned this expedition, and 
was to accompany it. lie belonged to mv crew when ascending 
the Corcntyn, and when I attempted, whilst in O real a, to per¬ 
suade them not to undertake the slaving expedition, I found my 
intentions always counteracted by liis interference and threats, 
lie was greatly emaciated by a pulmonary complaint, at the time 
he left us in Skeldon: it was natural, therefore, to suppose that 
not many months would elapse before his death, and I told this to 
Smith before wc parted. It had so happened as any one might 
have predicted: but upon tlie superstitious Indians it had great 
effect: they paused in their designs; long consultations were held, 
and they relinquished their original plan of the expedition; and 
having once hesitated and become apprehensive, they were now 
afraid to go even on abrading expedition without sending a de¬ 
putation to the Macusies to prepare the way. They had selected 
a Macusie, named Sakurra, who had been brought up from 
childhood among them, and his two sons, for that purpose. Thus 
had the delay arisen, and favourable circumstances had assisted 
me; so that this prediction likewise proved true. Smith took 
the earliest opportunity, after I had arrived in the camp, to inform 
me that they had given up all idea of enslaving, anjl that they 
were merely going to barter for hammocks, cotton, dogs. Sic. I 
w as well aware of this, as soon as I had time to look about, from 


* The Indian is well aware of the different degrees of autlimity which are exer¬ 
cised by the post-ludder, protector, fiscal or sheriff', and governor; and he connects 
wuh the name of “ Big Governor” everything that is great, and commands obedience 
and respect. 
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the number of women and children in their party, which consisted 
of twenty-six men and two lads, six women and six children. If 
the Caribs undertake a warlike expedition, women and children 
are left behind. Smith, howaver, kept the reasons secret which 
had induced him to this change, and they were only ascertained by 
degrees at unguarded moments : of course I took the greatest 
advantage of the ascendency 1 had got over them by tlie truth of 
my prediction, that I should lie before them at the path: it was 
a moment of pride and exultation, when I considered that 1 had 
been the means of saving many an innocent 1 ndian from bondage, 
and from being tdrn from bis family and country as a slave, which 
could not have been effected without a bloody contest; and the 
idea that I have been the indirect means of preventing it, recom¬ 
penses me for my fatigues, and for the anxiety that 1 suffered, 
when I saw the difficulties of making any progress towards 
reaching the high mountain range by this road. 

The Caribs were as short of provisions as ourselves: having 
been extravagant in the commencement, they now suffered from 
want; nor could we assist them. 

According to their information, it was twelve dais since they 
had left Tomatai. They had passed the Corent)n falls b) haul¬ 
ing the corials overland to the left, behind the large cataract, 
called Marisappa Yunui, from whence they had reached, by water, 
the path which leads to the Her bice in two days and a half. Here 
they had hauled up their' corials, to remain until tlieir return, and 
had accomplished their journey from the Corentyn to the l>erbice 
in two days and a half—-an easy march. Most of them were 
painted with roncou and laua (Tnbuseba in Caribbee). 1 ob¬ 
served a boy, wlu> had painted on his limbs representations of 
some of the figures which we had observed cut in the rock Timih- 
rie , and in some of the boulders near the great cataract. 

Jan. 31.—We started early for the Fsscquibo. Much to my 
regret I had observed, that since we had been encamped the river 
had fallen ten inches : 1 determined, therefore, to return with all 
dispatch, as I was well aware, should it fall twelve iuches more, 
we would have been blocked up until the rainy season should set 
in in the mountains, in March, while the middle of February was 
the best time to cross the lower cataracts, partly swollen by the 
rainy season of the coast region*.. Should 1 ‘find, on my return 
from the l^ssequibo, that the Berbiee bad not fallen materially, 
1 contemplated a visit overland to the Corentyn. 

Our line of march presented a strange sight; Indians with bask¬ 
ets, containing articles for barter, and large bundles of bows and 
arrows, women with children, or the brats astride? the husbands’ 
shoulders, some with luggage and provisions, and little girls, 
anxious to perform tlieir part, each carrying a squalling puppy 
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in her arms. Thus we trod the path in Indian file. On 
arriving at the spot where we had left the kairounies, no bush 
hog was to be seen, but evident marks that it had been car¬ 
ried off by a tiger. On scouring the bush we discovered my 
Indian dog, Caniantho, stretched out dead, and a triangular wound 
on each side of the neck, made it probable that it had been killed 
by the same tiger which carried away the kairounies, and with 
which he had evidently fought: these were at length discovered : 
they had been dragged some distance from the place where we 
had hung them up, and laid side by side to sen e for the animal's 
next night’s repast. I regretted the dog very much, as he had 
shown much attachment to me, and being of the Macusie breed, 
with all the marks of that variety, I bought him, with the intention 
of sending him, on my return, to the Zoological Gardens. 

At hall-past nine, a.m. we arrived at swampy ground, which I 
immediately recognized as that which had set bounds to our ex¬ 
ploring tour from Primoss last year :* at that time we sunk to our 
knees in the mud ; now it was almost dry. Shorth after we saw 
the first cocoa trees, and in fifteen minutes the broad Essequibo was 
before us, anti we joyful!) hailed the sight of an old acquaintance. 
We had walked from our camp at the Berbiec to Primoss, on the 
eastern bank of the Esseqffibo, in 3h. 20m. I still found the hut 
which we had erected almost twelve months ago, and in which Mr. 
Rrotherson and myself passed a most uncomfortable night, the 
rain falling in torrents. Mr. Reiss arrived shortly after : he was 
quite enthusiastic when he saw the fine broad Essequibo for the 
first time. As soon as the whole party came up, tint Garibs made 
immediate preparations for leaving us, as ihey had now resolved 
to proceed to the abandoned settlement, Cum aka, three miles 
lower down. Mr. Reiss was anxious to see something more of the 
Essequibo, and was desirous to go with them as far as Cumaka: 
I considered it therefore best to keep Smith as hostage until liis 
return in the afternoon? 1 had desired, when I loft the camp, 
that a gun might be fired at six o’clock in the evening : we heard 
it quite distinctly; the direction was N. 55° E.; the direct dis¬ 
tance 9 miles. In consequence of the unfavourable weather 1 
had not brought any of my instruments except the compass. The 
position of Primoss, as deduced from observations at the mouth 
of the Rupununy, is in lat. 3° 50 ; *N. long. 5f° 5 C Z' W., while that 
of our camp on the river.Berbice was in 3° 55\‘ N., §7° 50^' W. 
The course S. 55 W.; distance 9 miles, gives 5 miles southing, 
and 7i miles westing; the difference therefore in latitude is 3-lOths 
of a mile, whilst in longitude it is ()i miles, which may arise from 
the longitude of the Essequibo being deduced by dead reckoning 
from lunar distances at Annay.j 

* See Journal R. G. S., vol. vi. p. 2fi9. 

t The difference in longitude is trifling; and when we consider that the former 
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Feb. 1.—Wo left tlie Essequibo rather carl}’, and after a walk 
of three hours and twenty minutes, entered our camp: as I know 
from experience that I walk three miles in an hour, the distance 
and windings of tlie path included is ten miles. The result of my 
crossing from the Berbice to the Essequibo will prove of import¬ 
ance to geography: the short period which is required to cross 
from river to river establishes most undeniably the course ot the 
river Berbice much further to the westward than it is laid down 
in any of our maps. In Arrowsmith’s late map of Columbia 
(Loudon, 18.‘34), the sources of the river Berbice are laid down 
in hit. 4° SO 1 N. : long. 37° 14/ W., whereas by my observations, 
our camp was thirty-live miles to the southward, and as much to 
the westward of its assumed sources, and here the river was 
thirty-three yards wide, with a depth from eight to ten feet, and 
appeared to continue so as far as it was visited by us. 

The next point of consequence is the non-existence of the river 
Dcmcrara. Where 1 crossed, with the exception of a dry bed ol 
a streamlet, which has its outlet a little beyond our camp, wc did 
not see any appearance of even a brook between the Berbice and 
Essequibo. In all maps the sources of the river Demerara arc 
placed in the 4th parallel of latitude, and .about thirty miles south ol 
those of the Berbice of the maps ; but it is my opinion that it rises 
in the mountain chain between 4° 30' and 4° 40' N. Wc noticed, 
during our ascent, a small river fifteen yards wide, which emptied 
its black waters into the river Berbice in lat. 4° £1' N., flouing 
from W. by S.; but of this we saw no trace. I estimate, by care¬ 
ful observation, the river Berbice at twenty feet lower in level in 
this parallel than the Essequibo. Tlie barometer at our camp 
showed dth‘} feet above the sea; the cataracts on the Corcntyn are 
considerably higher. 

The soil between the two rivers appears to be particularly cal- 
culaied for the cultivation of cocoa, and the flourishing condition 
of the plants we found near Primoss mayjic cited as proof. 

On our return the river had fallen from eight to ten inches in 
the two days. This fact, added to the shortness of our provisions, 
—(we were now on five ounces of rice a day)—prevented my 
crossing’ to the river Corcntyn. Prom information obtained from 
Smith, it appears that the ground is similar to that between the 
Berbice and Essequibo : there is only one small brook to cross, 


position of Primoss was detei mined liy dead reckoning, worked up from lunar dis¬ 
tances at Annay to the west, and the latter by meridian distance carried from New 
Amsieidain, on the east, during two months, and up a series of cataracts, it may be 
consideied as surprisingly accurate; the determination of the i dative position of 
the two rivers Berbice and Ks'-oguibo at this point, by walking across the intervening 
land, is highly important. Air. Scomburgk’s indefatigable ze.d m obtaining celestial 
observations whenever practicable must btrike the most cursory rca 'er of his Re- 
poit, and his candour in honestly stating this slight discrepancy is well worthy of 
imitation by all travellers.— Ejj. 
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and they had performed the distance in two days and «a half; 
rather slow walking, as there were many children in their train ; 
from which T conclude the distance is not more than twenty-four 
miles. There are, therefore, no difficulties in connecting the 
upper Essequibo with the Corentyn; an object which may be of 
importance to the colony. The navigation of the Corentyn, by 
Hat-bottomed boats, offers less impediments, with the exception 
of the great cataracts, than the Essequibo. 

We learn from M. de Humboldt (' Relation Historiquc ’) that 
Colonel llarata went from Para to Surinam wi*h dispatches, in 
the year 171)3 :* there is no doubt that lie descended the llupu- 
nuny, and reached the Corentyn by the path just mentioned. This 
path exists in the recollection of the oldest Caribs, who remember 
at the time of their youth, when the Esscquibo and Corentyn 
were thickly inhabited, that a constant communication was kept 
op between the Caribs of the Pacaraiina mountains and those of 
Surinam while the low swamps of the JJerbice were only the 
abode of beasts of prey and noxious reptiles. We were probably 
the first who ever ascended the river Her bice, from its mouth to 
3° 55' N. latitude ; and the difficulties connected with the under¬ 
taking will be remembered as long as our recollection lasts. 

Feb. 2.—Commenced our return. As I had expected, we met 
the greatest difficulties: the water scarcely twelve inches deep. 

Feb. 4.—11 began to rain heavily, and by the fith the liver was 
considerably swollen, and we now made rapid progress on our 
descent. 

Feb. 7.—We passed I) lack water river, falling in from the west, 
just a month after we had seen it for the first lime. 

Nothing of interest occurred. Even the animal creation seemed 
to conceal themselves during the tropical torrents. Occasionally 
a earara (plolns Spcc.J was seen to follow the river’s course, 
stretching its long neck at the unusual appearance of our corials. 
It is a drowsy bird, and after its meal it takes its siesta. One 
that was sleeping on the branch of a tree overhanging the river, 
suddenly woke by the noise of our paddles, tried to dart into the 
water, -but fell into our corial and was captured. When sur¬ 
prised, the darter docs not seek its security in flight, but precipi¬ 
tates itself into tlic water and dives: the peculiar formation of its 
nasal organs allows this bird to remain toil minutes under water. 
The bird is from two feet six inches to three feet lon£; a sharp- 
pointed beak, and its neck is so pliable in consequence of an addi¬ 
tional joint, that it can contract it like the body of a serpent. It 
kept our dogs at bay. 

Feb. 9.—Wc arrived at the uppermost of that series of falls. 


* See also MS. of Padre Sousa, of Bana, in Journal R. G. S., vol. vi, p. 16. 
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which, for want of an Indian name, we had called the Christmas 
Cataracts. The corial we had left was no longer to be seen, and 
the heads of the kaymans, which we had deposited till our return, 
had the large teeth broken out: as to these the Caribs, and almost 
all Indians, ascribe talismanic powers, there could be little doubt 
that Acouriteh and the Caribs had been the thieves in both 
cases. In consequence of the river having swollen, the rocks, 
which we found bare on our ascent, were now chiefly covered, and 
the falls', in consequence of the increased volume of water, more 
powerful. Nevertheless Cornelius thought he might venture to 
shoot them; and as I knew that he had great experience in 
these matters, I did not contradict his opinion. I took, however, 
the precaution to remove the chronometer and all my instrum nts, 
and it was fortunate that 1 did so, as the heavy surge at the cata¬ 
ract almost filled the corial, and it was with difficulty that she 
could be floated to tlio next island. The other corials were 
brought by a more laborious but safer road to the foot of the first 
fall. In order Jo pass the others, I directed the corials to be 
unloaded, and the baggage to be carried over land, while we wore 
still obliged to hazard our corials. It is an exciting scene to set' 
the corial, when once in ilie current, shooting along with the 
swiftness of lightning : she arrives at the edge of the cataract, and 
balancing for a moment, she plunges headlong into the surge 
below*, dashing the spray on either side against the rocks that 
bound the passage ; then rises, and is carried forward by the 
increased velocity of the current. 'The large corial which carried 
our provisions was‘-thus on tlie point of shooting the fall, and 
Mr. Reiss and myself went to the foot of the cataract to watch 
her progress. The river makes a sudden bend, and the stream 
descends obliquely; w*e therefore scarcely saw the corial coming 
round the point w*hen she was already in the current, and flew 
towards the fall; the steersman and bowman apparently not act¬ 
ing in concert, she shot toward? the rocks, arid when we expected 
that she would strike and be dashed to pieces, the back-water 
from the rocks drove her off, and she escaped unharmed. The 
descent of the corial became the subject of a prolonged conversa¬ 
tion between Mr. Reiss and myself, and I expressed a wish that, 
iny corial, which was by far the most expensive, should not he 
hazarded, if there was any other method of lowering it. 

We wete now within five days’ journey from the first settle¬ 
ment. While in course of conversation to-day, after our scanty 
meal, we were rather surprised when Mr. Reiss indulged in a 
melancholy strain, and observed, fl he knew he should die young.” 
We ridiculed' the idea. As the sky was more favourable than 
usual, in the evening I went out. in order to observe the meridian 
altitude of Canopus, in which 1 was assisted by Mr. Reiss. 
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Feb. 12.—Cornelius reported this morning that he .had in¬ 
spected the cataract, and he thought it impossible that the corial 
could be lowered down by ropes, since tlie rocks did not afford 
footing to the Indians. Mr. Reiss* who was standing next to me, 
thought I was too apprehensive; and he considered there was less 
danger for my corial, than for the one which descended the pre¬ 
ceding morning. The corial was therefore to shoot the cataract, 
and I saw that the necessary arrangements were made for her 
descent. I was much surprised when Mr. Reiss expressed his 
intention to go in the corial, in order to see betUy: how she would 
go down. 1 remonstrated with him, as he was not an experienced 
swimmer; and, being called away by some other business, l 
thought it was. a mere whim, which would be given up on further 
reflection. I was yet in conversation with Mr. Vieth, when 
information was brought to me that the corial was just on the 
point of starting. I proceeded directly to the foot of the cataract: 
when the corial hove in sight, the first object that struck me was 
Mr. Reiss, standing on one of the thwarts in the corial, when 
prudence would have dictated that he should sit down. From 
that moment to the catastrophe not two seconds elapsed. Intend¬ 
ing to avoid the danger of yesterday, they desc ended at a different 
point, where the fall was more precipitous. The shock, when her 
how struck the surge, caused Mr. Reiss to lose his balance: in 
falling, he grasped one of the non staunchions of the awning. The 
corial was upset, and, in the next moment, her inmates, thirteen 
in number, were seen struggling with the current, and, unable to 
stem it, were carried with rapidity towards the next cataract. My 
eyes were fixed on poor Reiss: he kept himseli above water hut 
a short time, sunk, and re-appeared ; and; when 1 had hopes that 
he might reach one of the rooks, the current of the next rapid 
seized him, and I fear he came in contact with a sunken rock: he 
was turned completely round, and sunk in the whirlpool at. the 
foot of the rapid. His dhp was taken up by the first Indian (old 
Mathias) who was able to stem "the current, and attempted to 
swim to his assistance : he mistook the cap for poor lleiss. Im¬ 
mediately that 1 was able to muster men enough to guide a corial, 
we commenced a most diligent search, in which we were assisted 
by some who had, meanwhile, manned a second cored. For the 
two next hours all our endeavour^ were fruitless. At length we 
found his body in a direction whore we least expected it. and 
where an under current must have drifted it. Life w as extinct; 
nevertheless; the usual means for recovering drowned persons were 
resorted to, hut in vain. '* 

It now became my painful duty to make arrangements for 
depositing the remains of our poor companion in their last home. 
During the evening I selected for that purpose a sequestered spot. 
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opposite to the place where he was drowned, on a rising ground 
which the water, even when at its highest, during inunda¬ 
tions, docs not reach. Two aged trees here stand on.the western 
bank of tlie river, whence I desired a path to be cleared for his 
future resting-place. 

Feb. 13.—This morning we carried our poor friend to his 
grave. In the absence of a coffin, W'c wrapped him in his ham¬ 
mock as a shroud; and after he had been put into the corial, by the 
upsetting of which he lost his life, we conveyed him to the oppo¬ 
site shore, and from thence he was carried, by the young men who 
professed Christianity, to the level spot on the hill which we had 
prepared for his resting-place; and while I read the expressive 
and beautiful service for the burial of the dead, there was not an 
eye dry ol those who call themselves Christians; and even the 
Indians, decently apparelled, stood with downcast eyes round his 
grave, and over many a rude cheek stole a tear. On a level 
ground, round which mora-trees and palms,— the latter an emblem 
of the Christian faith,—form an almost perfect circle, there now 
rises a pile of stones, under which rests our lamented companion 
to await his Maker’s call. A small tablet which lie himself 
brought, in order to engrave his name, and to leave it as a remem¬ 
brance in case wc should reach the Acaray mountains, now hears 
this inscription:— 




and is firmly fixed to one of the trees that form the circle. 

Feb. 15.—With what feelings we left our camp and continued 
our journey this morning may he imagined. The falls and rapids 
we had to pass wore very numerous : 1 think there are forty-eight 
to the Christmas Cataracjfes; and it was a sore trial to our crew, in 
their j.resent enfeebled and dejected state, with the remembrance 
of our recent accident and loss. We did not pass some of the 
larger cataracts without getting the corials filled with water, and 
we had twice to unload in order to hale. We halted at noon, at 
the foot of the hills, in 4° 461/ N., which apparently arc the 
highest adjacent to the llerbice ; and l made a series of hourly 
observations on the barometer, as data for computing the height 
of the hills and of tlie liver; that of the latter proved to be] 00 
feet above the level of the sea. 

Feb. H).—Accompanied by some Indians, I left this morning 
early, to ascend the hills in the south-west. Our path led for 
some time along the river upwards, until it turned northerly over 
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undulating ground. I never saw so great a variety \)f ferns 
assembled in such a small area as I found here, amounting to 
upwards of fifteen species, some vpry interesting. Wo repeatedly 
crossed a mountain-stream, which meandered through the gra¬ 
dually-rising ground, forming miniature glens. Half an hour’s 
walk brought us to the foot of the eastern hill, which assumes the 
form of a cone. In ascending we found many large fragments of 
rock, containing pieces of rounded quartz, until the peak rises 
abruptly. We*scrambled with difficulty to the summit. The sky 
was clouded, and a thick fog hovered over the Wooded valley; the 
view was, besides, obstructed by gigantic trees ; and though I had 
mounted one of the boulders, I could not succeed in getting any 
extensive view. The barometer gave the height of this peak 828 
feet above the level of the sea. A higher peak bore from hence 
N. 25° W. : in order to reach it, we continued along the ridge 
for about a mile and a half, when we stood on the highest point 
of the mountains. A chance gleam of the sun occasionally made 
its way through the thick coat of clouds, and a strong easterly 
wind dispersed the log. This peak formed the north-western 
angle of the valley, and afforded me a fine view over extensive 
wood-land towards the south-east. The next highest peak bore 
north, about one mile distant, and was the hill I measured while 
at the Cataract Itabru. The valleys run in the direction of the 
range of hills, whose sides are generally covered with lofty trees, 
and their heights formed-by broken pieces of rocks, or perpendi¬ 
cular walls. Many of the rocks appeared of marl, and I was 
much surprised to find the ridge, as well as >! tlic sides of the hills, 
covered with angular and rounded quartz—pebbles similar to 
those which I had seen previously at the savannahs of the Paca- 
raima, at the Carib path, at the Christmas Cataract, and now on 
the top of the highest hill of the River Rerbice, as far as I have 
visited it. The boulders which we found in c uch large quantities 
on the sides of the south-eastern peak contained fragments of 
quartz, sometimes several inches in diameter, which showed traces 
of transportation or of long-continued friction. 

I remained above two “hours on this spot. The barometer 
showed that this peak, which, as before mentioned, I called 
Parish’s Peak, was. 910 feet abo\je the level, of the sea, and 775 
feet above the River Berbice, which meanders at its foot. After 
having engraved on the* bark *of a tree “ Parish’s Peak,” as a 
memento of my excursion, I retraced my steps, and pondering 
whether it was probable that this p^akJiad -been visited before by 
a lnlman being, I missed my way, and bad some difficulty in re¬ 
joining the party at the foot of the hill. Mr. Vcitli, the same 
evening, who had wandered in search of plants, could not find 
his way back till we, alarmed for his safety, fired guns every 
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quarter of an hour, which directed him to the camp about nine 
o’clock. 

The fitness of this hilly tract for the cultivation of coffee, and, 
from its gravelly and clayey nature, for the cultivation of the vine 
and olive, is remarkable. The springy soil in the valleys would 
produce almost anything, but the sides of the hills are particularly 
adapted for the production of grapes without much labour or 
expense. What an area might here be claimed from nature, and 
made subservient to the wants of man ! 

This range of hills, which is connected with the Twasinkic and 
Pacaraima mountains, I am disposed to consider as the old boun¬ 
dary of the Atlantic; the geological features might lead to such a 
supposition. A little farther north commence the hillocks of 
sand, which may be presumed as the consequence of a receding 
sea. 

In lowering one of the corials down the gulf, the rope snapped, 
and the boat was split against the rocks; we were therefore, with 
great labour, obliged to transport the other over the hill. 

Feb. 17.—We arrived, in the afternoon, at the Cataract Itabru. 

Feb. 19 .—All our arrangements were completed by twelve 
o clock to-day, and we left the last cataract where danger might be 
apprehended under great demonstrations of joy from our Indians, 
who appeared to have received additional strength in their sinews 
to propel the corials. 

Feb. 20.—We arrived this morning at the Waccaway settle¬ 
ment, the first human abode we had seen since we left it, two months 
since, accompanied by the Chieftain Andres and his men, who, it 
may be recollected, deserted us while ascending the Christmas 
Cataracts. As might be expected, none of those who deserted us 
were found at the settlement, which may be considered a half¬ 
way house between the colony and the falls. There are always 
strange Indians to be met here; the vicinity of the upper path 
from the Berbice to the Demerara makes it convenient as a 
resting-place. On the present occasion we found Waccaways and 
Macusies, who had been working for some months for one of the 
wood-cutters : as fruits of their labours, each had a gun and some 
pieces of calico, which were ostentatiously exhibited; and they 
appeared not to have the slightest mistrust of us, as they left the 
hut several times without conbbaling their property, though our 
whole crew were strangers to them. 

On rounding a point of the river, in the vicinity of a newly- 
settled piece of ground, I saw some woodskins, with Indians, 
approaching; but scarcely bad they observed my corial, when 
they paddled with all their might to the shore, and jumped out, 
leaving the woodskins and their cargo to their fate. I conjec¬ 
tured that they were some ol the runnaway Waccaways. One 
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of the woodskins, with two women, paddled towards the settle¬ 
ment ; tlic younger one, after having landed, ran with the swift¬ 
ness of a gazelle towards the woods. We recognized Andres’ 
wife. He himself must have been in the woodskin : we saw his 
gun and shot-belt in it. Since I had not succeeded in apprehend¬ 
ing him, 1 did not feel *any desire to hunt after the others, or to 
frighten the women : we therefore continued our journey. 

Feb. 21.—At noon w'e arrived at Moracco, at Mr. M‘Cullurn’s, 
where we were ’received with the same hospitality we had expe¬ 
rienced during our ascent of the river. Everything needful was 
provided, and my poor Indians, after six weeks’ scarcity and 
deprivation, were once more allowed to indulge in the luxury of 
an urestricted meal. 

Many of them were very much swollen, while others, and we 
among them, were so attenuated, that our acquaintances broke 
out in a cry of surprise; yet, though we had suffered much, all 
might have been forgotten had we not had to bewail the untimely 
death of Mr. Reiss. 

On our return to Wickie I found that the weather was more 
favourable in the coast regions than the advanced season would 
have led ine to expect. I resolved therefore to undertake a tour 
to the river Demerara, partly by means of the Wieronie, a tri¬ 
butary of the Berbice, and partly by land over the savannahs. 

Feb. 27*—We started from WieKie and descended the river as 
far as Pecreboom, the residence of Mr. Huggin, who showed us 
every attention and civility. This gentleman has a wood-cutting 
establishment on the Wicronic, and as I proposed to ascend the 
river as far as I could, to judge of its fitness for navigation by 
punts and other river craft, I thankfully accepted liis offer of a 
letter to his superintendent, to give me Moses, an Arawaak chief, 
as a guide across the savannahs, should I find the navigation too 
intricate to proceed. 

Feb. 28.'—We arrived at the mouth of the Wieronie, which 
joins the Berbice from tlie north-west, at a point where the river, 
flowing to the north, takes an abrupt turn to the south-east, 
and expands considerably. The waters of the Wieronie arc very 
black, but perfectly dear; its width is about'fift y yards, its depth 
twenty-seven feet. At it£ eastern angle of junction*there was 
formerly a redoubt and a reformed church, ol which the remains 
are to he seen. The minister’s house was on the river s opposite 
side. We found the current very .strong, and, as the river is 
influenced by the tides, the ebb obliged us to coinc-to. There 
were formerly several plantations along the banks of the river, 
and we observed the remnants of a wharf, trenches, &c.; and the 
soil appeared to be very fertile. The river meanders, and keeps 
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an average depth of eighteen feet. The savannahs frequently 
approach the river; at other times its banks are margined with 
trees and bush. From a small hillock on the right I had an exten¬ 
sive view over the savannahs* which stretch to the rivers Maiconie 
and Mahaica, and a lively intercourse is carried on between the 
Indians of these rivers across the savannahs. 

March 1.—The scenery of the river became very interesting: 
it expanded occasionally like the Upper Berbice, but its lake- 
likc expansions ypere generally encompassed by higher land, and 
studded with little islands, on which were numbers of the majes¬ 
tic eta tree. Its lofty stem supports numerous fan-shaped leaves, 
and a gigantic cluster of almost round seeds about two inches and 
a half in diameter, and marked like the cone of a pine. 

A path leads from one of these inlets, called Catacahura f across 
the savannahs to the river Demerara, but as I had no guide I 
preferred to proceed to Yucabura, 9 miles farther north, in order 
to obtain the promised guide. The river becomes shallow wher¬ 
ever it expands; and though it is scarcely in such places more 
than from four to five feet deep, punts loaded with wood navigate 

it freelv. I found that it would be advisable to leave the corial 
•/ 

here, and to proceed on foot over the savannahs. 

March 2.—With Moses as guide, we commenced our pedes¬ 
trian excursion. He was accompanied by his wife, a young Ara- 
waak, not half his age, whom he burdened with his share of 
the baggage. Wc followed, for about three miles, the river’s 
course from the south-west, through woods which border its 
banks. The rich vegetable soil was here several feet in depth, 
and elastic to the step. On issuing from the wood we entered 
a tract of bushes about twelve feet'in height, which, to one unac¬ 
quainted with the vegetation of these tracts, would cause surprise 
at its luxuriance in a loose sandy soil, as white and sterile appa¬ 
rently as the sand “of the sea-shore. Tlr'b fact is, that in digging 
it will be found that the sand is mixed at a certain depth with 
rich mould. Nevertheless the Flora is quite peculiar, and the 
flowers of these bushes distinguished by their fragrance. The 
Arawaak Indian names these spots of undergrowth Moro. They 
are the transition from the wood to the naked savannah, which 
we entered shortly after, I w*as here agreeably surprised to see 
the savanriah alternate with woodland and hillocks ; the prospect 
was therefore by no means so monotonous as in the savannahs of 
the Pacaraima mountains. Passed a small brook, called the 
Catchie-cabura, which meanders as a sprightly streamlet in a 
north-west direction through the wood towards the Wieronie. 
After we had refreshed ourselves we continued our journey, 
exchanging the hot savannah for the shady forest. The eye was 
never \\ earied by monotony; occasionally it swept over the plain 
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to the dense forest which bounded the prospect to the west, or it 
was arrested by a ridge of coppice wood, over which towered the 
eta, with its fan-shaped head, and # marked the track of a rivulet. 
On our right the course of the Wieronie was distinctly indicated by 
the number of eta trees. At four o’clock in the afternoon it was 
not more than a mile from us, and I profited by the opportunity 
to ascertain its course by compass bearings. On the edge of a 
wood we passed some huts abandoned, as we were told, op account 
of the murder of an Indian in a quarrel. 

After a march of twenty-four miles we halted for the night at 
some huts tenantless except by chigoes, which swarmed. A 
meridian altitude of Canopus gave me 5° 40' 30" N. as our 
latitude. 

March 3 .—At an early hour we crossed the brook Aroma, 
which flowed to the W.N.W., through a narrow glen about forty 
feet deep, apparently effected by the gradual action of the stream. 
This was also characteristic; of all the running waters we passed 
here. On emerging from a wood we saw some Indian huts before 
us—they were abandoned; our guide recollected however the 
former provision fields, and off started the whole train to cut 
sugar canes. After nearly an hour’s delay they returned almost 
loaded with canes and pine apples. Our.march continued across 
savannahs and through woods. A t ten we arrived at the brook 
Yawarie, with light brown water. It here flows north and joins 
the Wieronie about'lialf a mile from the place where we crossed 
the former. We ascended a hill of about sixty feet in height, 
and continued our march along its brow for two miles, in a 
south-west direction; at its western base flows the Wieronie. 
On descending we had to wade through a swamp before we 
reached that river, which here was almost darker than at its 
mouth, but scarcely more than eight yards wide and nine feet 
deep, with a strong current. Arrived at the opposite bank, we 
had again to wade through a swamp : we often sunk up to our 
waist in the mud, and were really rejoiced when we reached 
rising ground. We stopped at five p.m., fatigued by our march, 
and drenched by torrents of rain, at the edge of a wood, where 
were some temporary huts a few steps from the brook Elissa , 
also flowing to the northward. # 

March 4.—We resumed our course through the woqds : it was 
now mostly west; the stream Wannoka, with black waters, w’as 
almost as large as the Wieronie, where we crossed it. The soil 
chiefly fertile woodland; ’the trees consisted »f tedermas, wainara, 
kakerally, manaribally, kakerabnlly, ponrouch, or bullet-tree, &c. 
&c. The weather was not more favourable than the preceding 
day, and several swamps which we had to cross by no means 
assisted to make our journey agreeable. It is difficult walking 
through one of these swamps; they are generally overgrown with 
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the manicolc palm, and as soon as some substantial soil has col¬ 
lected around their base that graceful tree appears to rise from a 
hillock. If the traveller succeed in stepping from one of these 
hillocks to the next he is sure to sink not much above his ancles in 
the black mud; but. should he miss his mark, he may prepare 
himself to sink to his waist in the boggy ground, whence he rises, 
not as a swan, unless it be like that once rara avis, the black 
swan. We passed several brooks flowing to the north, very 
likely tributaries to the Maiconie and Mahaica, on the sea coast. 
At one* o’clock,* having previously followed the ridge of a 
hillock about fifty feet high, we descended and crossed the Alis- 
saro, a brook with white water, and the first which flows in a 
southern direction, or contrary to those we had previously passed. 
We again ascended a steep hillock, higher than any wo had 
hitherto seen (perhaps eighty feet), then crossed two streamlets, 
also flowing to the southward, and came upon the vestiges of a 
former timber path.* 

An hour afterwards avc passed some new fields, planted with 
cassada, pumpkins, and other necessaries for the sustenance of 
the Indian. The path descended from here gradually, but I 
should say that these fields were upwards of 200 feet above the 
Demerara river. On issuing from the wood We were at an aban¬ 
doned settlement, and in sight of the river Demerara, which we 
hailed with delight. It is here dark coloured* and very different 
in appearance from the muddy river it presents at George Town. 
We reached its banks at a place called Ajackwa, aud then fol¬ 
lowed its course northward for about a mile and a half, and 
arrived at 3. 45, at the Post Seba, where Mr. Spencer, the post¬ 
holder, gave us a most hearty welcome. 

We crossed the Wieronie in lat. 5° Sfl.y and long. 58° 3' W., 
from whence it appeared to take a far southern direction; the 
direct distance froifi that point to the river Demerara is therefore 
about 21J miles; -j- and there is no doubt in my mind that the 

* Wooden rollers, laid down at certain distances, to facilitate the transport of 
timber to the river. 

f The direct distance between the rivers Berbice and Demerara, that is from the 
junction of the Wieronie and Berbice to the Post Seba on the Demerara, almost in 
the same parallel of latitude, is about fifty-two miles, vis.—thirty to the point 
where the Indian puth crosses the Wieroiiie,and twenty-two thence to the Demerara. 
The former putt may be likened to the string of a how, or the chord of an arc of sixty 
miles, described by the river Wieronie meandering* to the northward through the 
savannahs; and to judge from its numerous sweeps, inlets, and occasional swamps, 
the rise of the ground between these two rivers can be very trifling. The cause of its 
rapid current must be looke'l for nearer its source in the south. From the Wieronie to 
the westward the ground appears to rise till within about seven miles of the river De- 
racrara, where, judging from the opposite coarse, (north and south) of the streamlets 
(whose outlets wo do not know, unless they reach the coast), it may be presumed is 
the watershed or line of separation of waters flowing to the Demeraia and the Berbice. 
It is possible that this line may be only a few miles to the westward of the spot 
where the Wieronie was crossed, but it is not easy to discover. Yet this is not the 
highest ground between the two rivers, which appears to reach 200 feet’ at the distance 
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Wieronio is ampin enough to be rendered navigable for canoes 
and punts to the point where we crossed it: the trees which have 
fallen across it need only to be reijioved to make it already navi¬ 
gable for corials and light canoes. The whole distance which we 
had walked, according to the circuitous road which we had been 
led from the brook Yucabura, amounted to fifty miles. The 
savannahs which we had traversed are plentifully watered by 
beautiful streams, tributaries to the YYicronie and Berbiee, and 
abound in wholesome and nutritious grasses. They are there¬ 
fore particularly qualified for the grazing ground of many thou¬ 
sand heads of cattle and horses. The favourable circumstance 
that these savannahs are so well watered and interspersed by wood¬ 
land, to afford shade, enhances their value, and if an experiment 
is required whether the grass be wholesome, we need only to refer 
to ]V1 r. Duggin, who has lately begun to raise cattle, and is highly 
satisfied With the results. 

It was my intention, when circumstances would permit it, to 
pay a visit to the great fall of the river Pcmerara. T had heard 
much of it, and was anxious to make a comparison with those I 
had passed in the Esscquibo, Corentyn, and Berbiee. The wea¬ 
ther was unfavourable, but this did not prevent me executing my 
design. Through the kindness of Mr. Hcbberd, I was pro¬ 
vided with a batteau, or built canoe, and I left the morning after 
my arrival at Seba. I was fortunate enough to procure the great 
Arawaak chief Simon, as a guide, and he performed most faith¬ 
fully and attentively his duty. A relation of this excursion is 
beyond the limits of this report; suffice it to say, we arrived on 
the 7th of March at the great fall, and I lost no time visiting it 
next morning. I was disappointed ; it has neither the grandeur 
nor the volume of water of William the Fourth’s Cataract on the 
Essequibo, and can by no means measure itself with Smyth’s Cata¬ 
ract in the Corentyn. .With regard to the difficulties which it 
might have opposed to me, in case I wished to pass it with my 
corials, I can certify that I should not have hesitated a moment to 
transport baggage and corials over, and with less trouble, than at 
the Cataract I tabl’d. At the great fall (as it is called, par excel¬ 
lence) of the Demerara, the road has been cleared and the neces- 

--- 9 - - 

of only a mile and a half from the eastern hank of the Demerara. Thus the Berbiee 
forms the natural drain of a Country extending thirty-five or perhaps forty-five 
miles to the westward, and upwards of thirty miles (by the Wickie) to the eastward, 
or nearly to the banks of the great river Corentyn and to the Demerara, neither of 
which, during this part of its course, receives a trilmtary*of any importance. What a 
noble tract of fertile country do these savannahs offer to the colonist; land rich in 
all the luxuriauce of a virgin soil and a tropical sun, and olFering every facility of 
communication that can be desired I It may be noticed that the shortest distance 
hereabouts between the Demerara and Berbiee would be an E.S.E. line from the 
Post Seba to the western bend of the Berbiee, lielow the junction of the river Wickie, 
about forty-seven miles, and this line continued for forty-seven miles further would 
cut the river Corentyn close to the post of Ore&la.—Eo. 
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sary rollers are laid by Indians* who have transported their corials 
and woodskins over; while in every instance where such a trans¬ 
sport became necessary in the river Berbice we had to make the 
preparations ourselves ; and wiirh regard to our difficulties at the 
Christmas Cataracts, they far* far out-balanced those which the 
great fall could have opposed to us. 

Among the Indians of the upper river Dcmerara the greatest 
scarcity was prevailing: in consequence of severe rains the cas- 
sada root! rotted in the ground* and* in order to secure themselves 
against starvation, they had to resort to the seeds of the green- 
heart tree, which contains a substance as bitter as quinine. The 
seeds were grated and put in fresh water, and a matter precipi¬ 
tates similar in appearance to starch: it is repeatedly washed to 
lessen its bitterness* which it never loses entirely: it is then mixed 
with rotten wood pounded previously and sifted* and those who have 
it in their power* mix a little cassnda flour to it. This substitute 
for bread is not only quite black but as bitter as wormwood, and 
cannot be wholesome. 

We returned now to Seba* which we left on the 7th of March* 
after having rested a day. We retraced our steps towards the 
Wieronie; but after we had crossed that river we took a different 
path, to pay our promised visit to the Indian settlement, and to 
buy cassada bread. The settlement was larger than the gene¬ 
rality of the Arawaak villages 1 had seen along the river Berbice. 
It might consist of about sixty people in ten huts. After the 
Indians in my train had taken place, the chief of the settlement 
came forward and said three short sentences to him whom he con¬ 
sidered the first among my crew'. Those sentences expressed, 
in an increased ratio* his welcome* and are, literally translated, 
“ Sit down, sit well down, sit very Mvelf down.” The man thus 
addressed, said to each sentence* wang “ I thank you.” lie 
went then to the next guest, and so in rotation, until all had received 
his welcome. Then came his sons and all the men of the settle¬ 
ment, one by one, and repeated the same. The whole ceremony 
lasted upwards of half an hour: l was excluded from the wel¬ 
come. As soon as we had procured the supply of bread we left 
the settlement* accompanied by two young men which I had hired 
to carry it to the banks of the Wieronie. We slept that night in 
an open savannah* drenched by ‘the rain, and arrived in a similar 
state next d&y (March 13) at Yucabura,-where we had left our 
corials : tedious as our ascent of the Wieronie had been, the cur¬ 
rent now bore us alpng at a rapid rate* and we made in seven 
hours thirty-four miles. On our ascent w r c had found the current 
to run from four to five knots. We landed on the loth at Wickie, 
where we found those whom we had left behind in perfect health 
and all recovered from their late fatigues and deprivations. 

One other pedestrian excursion offered itself • I was anxious to 
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visit tlie Corentyn by means of the Wickie and Canje; # and as 
many of my Indians, from Oreala and its neighbourhood, had their 
wires and children with them, which it would have proved incon¬ 
venient to take to N ew Amsterdam, I resolved to accompany the 
supernumeraries to their home: this would at the same time 
enable them to send corials on their arrival for their husbands, to 
the mouth of the Corentyn, to await their return. Wo entered, 
therefore, the river Wickie on the 20th, where it is about forty 
yards wide and Jwclve feet deep, and continued upward* in a S.E. 
direction: its waters are whitish and turbulent; in other respects 
it resembles much the Wieronic, as well with regard to scenery 
as in soil. Numerous orchideous plants were seen attached to the 
branches of trees, which overhung the river; and the curious Cory - 
anthus, the yellow Oncidivm Gonyora, and others, were in blos¬ 
som, and distributed a delightful fragrance. One was remarkable, 
in consequence of its growing on the lofty stem of the eta palms, 
and its narrow pendulous leaves were from six to seven feet long. 

We arrived at half-past four in the afternoon at the brook 
Pototo, which joins from the N.E., and whose course we followed, 
as we understood that a short distance from its embouchure some 
Arawaaks were living. The Pototo resembles an I tabu (the 
Arawaak term for the lake-like expansions of their rivers). It 
spreads about 400 to 500 yards, and is partly covered with rushes 
and other water plants. 

We ascended the river for about twenty minutes, when we 
halted at the landing-place of the Arawaak settlement on the 
eastern bank, and shortly after received a visit from some of the 
men: they were very friendly, and informed us that the nearest 
path led from their settlement to the Canje and Corentyn: there 
was another higher up, but it was not more frequented, as the 
Indians who lived there formerly had removed. I resolved, 
therefore, to engage one as guide to accompany us next morning. 

March 21.—I was astonished to see with what burdens the 
women, who were now returning to their home, had loaded them¬ 
selves. They had carried on a lively barter with such articles as 
they had received from me in part of their payment, and calcu¬ 
lated on a second profit on those which they had procured in 
return. The savannahs which we traversed resembled those be¬ 
tween the Wicronie and Demerafa. They appeared to be more 
wooded, and possessed more slopes. After crossing* the stream 
Tvri-cabura , we ascended a hillock about eighty feet high, whence 
was a beautiful view. We crossed a brook with a rapid cur¬ 
rent and black water, and on emerging from the wood found our¬ 
selves on the border of an extensive swamp, on the other side of 
which we observed several Indian huts. It was provoking to find 
that we must cross the swamp, rendered so much the more diffi¬ 
cult, owing to the rushes and grasses having been lately burnt to 
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the ground. Here were only four huts: wo bought half an 
Apiije, or lesser Peccary, which the owner had just shot. 

March 22.—Continued our route. An hour’s walk through 
the dense wood, abounding in useful timber trees, chiefly bullet- 
wood and wallaba, brought us to the small settlement of Ara- 
waaks on the bank of the river Canje; it had been only lately 
established. Wc found the chief occupied in making baskets 
from the slender branches of a species of Bignonia: when he rose 
he presented a frightful picture from dropsy. ' He, however, 
offered his services to accompany us to the Corentyn, as he 
was well acquainted with the track. Unfortunately my plan of 
accompanying the Indians thither was frustrated by a severe attack 
of rheumatism. 

The Canje is here about thirty-five yards wide, the water dark- 
coloured, and its current rapid, perhaps about three miles and a 
half an hour. The party of Indians embarked next morning 
in three small corials. Their voyage to the mouth of the 
brook Ilcuruwa, where the post-holder of the Canje has his 
residence, is accomplished in one day : they follow the course of 
the Ikuruwa upwards to the Brae, or broad water, a small lake 
through which the Ikuruwa flows, and from thence the path leads 
over savannahs to Ore^ila, the distance being about twelve miles.* 

With great exertions I returned to the settlement of Pototo next 
day, and the following day to Wickie, which wc ultimately left on 
March 2.5. It was Easter-eve, and on our arrival rve found Mr. 
Duggin’s house filled with Indians, who, dressed in their best 
attire, amused themselves in dancing. What a display of beads 
of all sizes and colours! The men had all new Camisaros , or 
Iliatns, fringed with different coloured cotton hangings; and divers 
figures cut out of white linen, intended to represent tigers, &c., 
were fixed to the caps. Their chief, Jandje, was one of the 
mixed race., who formerly possessed tlie u greatest influence over 
the Indians in his neighbourhood; he could at a short notice as¬ 
semble from 200 to 300 armed Indians, and his will was undisputed 
law. He used to drill his Indians regularly : he himself, on occa¬ 
sions where a display was to take place, appeared, dressed out in 
a costly uniform, with sword in hand; a present, I understood, from 
the late Governor Baird. His .power was arbitrary, and he alone 
settled every dispute on the spot: the culprit was generally tied 
to a tree anti soundly flogged. HowevcV, he protected the Indi¬ 
ans against the imposition of the settlers who employed them, and 
thus preserved his sway. He himself worked very hard, but 
naturally for high wages, which were gladly given to him, in order 
to secure his influence in procuring Indian labourers. Since the 

* The direct distance hum Wickie, on the Bcrbice, to this point of the Canje, is 
about twenty-two miles. The Cunje hence pursues its course to the northward, oud 
falls into the Berbice immediately to the north of New Amsterdam.—Ko. 
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colony has stopped the presents* which were formerly given to the 
Indians, he has retired, and contents himself with superintending 
the affairs of his own relations, an<J those who are under him, at 
his settlement, which, for neatness and comfort, surpasses any 
I have ever seen before, and vies with that of many of the settlers. 
In his own settlement he acts as supreme; nothing must be done 
without his knowledge and consent. He is noted for his gallantry, 
and indulges in polygamy like the rest of his tribe. He has 
lately taken urrto himself a young bride, distinguished for her 
Indian charms, and who on the present, occasior .was dressed as a 
European : she was certainly handsome ; the chief kept a strict 
watch over her. His feats of valour and villainy, when intent on 
re-stocking his harem, are the topic's of conversation for Ihe country. 

March 28.—Wc bade adieu to Mr. Duggin; and having 
selected a guide among Jandje’s subjects, to inform me of the 
names of streams and waters in our descent of the Tier bice from 
the Wieronic to the coast, we set out, our progress being regulated 
by the tides. I was anxious to procure as accurate a survey 
of the lower river Berbice as circumstances and time would permit 
me. I used with great advantage the wcl l-know r n method of surveying 
by measuring distances by sound, which, by comparison, I found 
sufficiently accurate, and I have thus procured a number of data 
which, checked by astronomical observations, may prove useful 
for the construction of a topographical map of the river on a large 
scale. 

On our descent we visited the site of the old Fort Nassau and 
Old Amsterdam, the former capital of Bcrbice : the streets of the 
latter arc yet to be traced by brick pavements : there is little to 
be seen ol the fortifications, which are covered with bush and 
grass, and we did not feel very anxious to enter into a close in¬ 
vestigation, as wc had been warned to beware of Labari , and other 
poisonous snakes, wliicU frequent the old wralls. As a monument 
of its former wealth, a single dwelling of a rich proprietor rises 
alone out of the present surrounding wilderness—ere long itself 
to be numbered among the ruins around. The glazed and 
richly-ornamented windows are shattered in, and the name of Bmc, 
which in ornamental letters and flourishes decorates the entrance, 
will doubtless soon be obliterate^, . 

March 30.—At the plantation Mara, on the rivej’s right, or 
eastern bank, I measured a base-line to determine the width, and 
found it 836 yards wide at about twenty-three miles from the 
sea ; its average depth from three to four fathoms; the current 
four knots an hour. We reached the plantation Rossfield, on 
the left bank, that night, and were most hospitably received by 
Mr. Mackenzie : it is in lat. 6° 1(V N. long. 57° 20^ 7 W. 

March 31.—After an absence of four months and several days, 
wx‘ arrived this afternoon at New' Amsterdam. The crowd of 
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fc el ings j which oppressed my heart at my return were very dif¬ 
ferent from those with which I set out. On reviewing the events 
which had occurred since the bow of my corial was turned in the 
contrary direction—not to mention the rainy weather, want of pro¬ 
visions, and the physical obstacles that opposed our further pro¬ 
gress—I could not but feel that we were returning without one of 
our companions; and however conscious that on all occasions I had 
fully done my duty, and exerted myself to the utmost, still the 
remembrance of the loss of one who had shared all our perils and 
privations could not but throw a damp over the gratification that 
we naturally felt on returning from the solitudes of savage life to 
the abode of civilized man. 

Among other collections in natural history made during these 
two expeditions into the interior, 58 specimens of birds found on 
the banks of the Corentyn have been sent to the British Museum; 
400 other specimens, collected on the Bcrbice, have unfortunately 
been lost on board a vessel during the late hurricane in the West 
Indies. 

Also a collection of about 8000 dried specimens of plants, 
consisting of nearly 400 species, among which arc several kinds 
of Laris, the rare genus Cleistes of Richard, the Mora and 
Greenheart trees, of which so little has hitherto been known, a 
species of that singular genu Balanophora, and many other 
curious plants. 

But the most striking object discovered in the vegetable king¬ 
dom is a gigantic water lily, with leaves six feet, and fragrant 
flowers fifteen inches, in diameter, which, at the wish of Mr. 
Schomburgk, and with Her Majesty’s gracious permission, has 
been dedicated to our Sovereign under the name of 

Victoria Regia. 

It is supposed to be the same as the plant called Euryale 
Amazonicahy Popp'ig, who met with it on'tlieriver Amazons; but 
it is a distinct genus in the opinion of Professor JLindley, who has 
printed for private distribution a short account of it, now in the 
library of the Geographical Society. 

[By the latest accounts from Mr. Schomburgk, dated Derae- 
rara. Sept. 12, 1837, Sve learn that he had happily recovered from 
a severe attack of fever, and was again to start on the following 
day for William IV.’s Cataract on the Essequibo, in 3° 14' N. 
lat., with the intention of exploring that river to its sources, and 
then to continue the examination of the range of mountains called 
the Sierra Acaray, believed to be the line of separation, in this 
part of South America, between the basins of the Essequibo and 
the Amazons. 
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I .—Coleccion de Obras y Documentos relations a la Ilistoria An¬ 
tigua y Moderna de las Provincias del Rio de la Plata, ilns- 
trados con notas y disertacinnes. Por Pedro de Angel is. (4 
tomos folio.) Buenos Aires, 183t). Communicated by Sir 
Woodbine Parish, F.R.S. 

The Geographical Society has received, through the kindness 
of Senor de Angelis, the first four volumes of this valuable work, 
the first attempt, we believe, as yet made, under any of the ne w 
governments of South America, to collect and bring before the 
world some of the many original records existing in their public 
archives, illustrative of the history and geography of the Spanish 
possessions in those parts, which it was the policy of the mother 
country so carefully to hide from public view. The project 
of extending the southern frontier of the province of Buenos 
Ayres, and the expeditions undertaken with the object of driving 
the Indians beyond the Rio Negro, appear to have led to a 
search for such information as in former periods was collected ; 
and not only were many valuable papers thus brought to light 
relative to the Pampas, and those parts of the coast of Patagonia 
explored and partially settled by the Spaniards in the last century, 
but a mass of others of the highest interest, connected with the 
history of the original discovery and subsequent exploration of a 
great portion of those widely-spread regions formerly comprised 
under the government of the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and 
reaching from Patagonia to Peru. Senor de Angelis was fortu¬ 
nately able to appreciate the value of these materials ; and under 
the patronage of the present government of Buenos Ayres under¬ 
took to publish them; no slight^ task in a .country where all the 
materiel of the press—types, paper, and printers, are imported 
from Europe, vastly entrancing its expense. To meet this, the* 
work has been brought out in monthly numbers ; and as, in the 
course of its publication, the editor has received many additions 
to his original collection, there is a want of order as to subject 
and date in the arrangement of the whole, which is inconvenient 
in a work of reference. This, however, seems to have been un¬ 
avoidable, and is easy of correction, if the work should reach a 
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second .edition. To tlie South Americans, as to us, the greater 
part of the documents now published are equally new, and the 
interest taken by them in their appearance may be inferred from 
a list of nearly five hundred native subscribers annexed to the 
first volume. 

Our limited space will only allow us to give brief notices of the 
several papers in this very interesting collection; but we can 
safely assure our readers that a reference to the volumes'them¬ 
selves, ntnv in the library, will repay a careful-examination of 
their contents, '^o geographers especially, many of them will be 
found to be of the first importance. 

In the order of publication, the first paper in the collection is, 

1 . La Argentina , or History of the Provinces of the Rio do la Plata, 
from the discovery of that river by Solis. Written in the year 
1612. By Bon Rui Diaz dc Guzman. 

This is one of the early chronicles of the Conquistadores. The 
writer, a gallant and enthusiastic adventurer, allied to the noble 
family of the Duke of Medina Sidonia, appears to have been 
actuated by a laudable desire to transmit to posterity a narrative 
of events in which lie was an actor himself, and some of his near¬ 
est relatives had played a conspicuous part: though never before 
published, several manuscript copies of it had got into circulation, 
one of which was lent to Dr. Southey, who used it in his history 
of Brazil: Azara speaks of it also, and in terms of the highest 
praise ; esteeming it a better authority for the early history of the 
dominion of the Spaniards in those parts than any other work he 
had met with. It now appears with the advantage of an exten¬ 
sive and well-arranged collection of notes by the learned editor, 
which greatly adds to its value. t 

Though the author professes to give a description of countries 
for the first time explored by Europeans, his geographical data 
are of course not to be compared with * those we now possess, 
ldis principal object seems to have been to record, as he says in 
his dedication to the Duke of Medina Sidonia, “ the valiant deeds 
of those brave Spaniards who undertook the discovery, and the 
conquest, and the peopling of those parts, in the course of which 
(he adds) there happened many things worthy to be remembered;” 
and truly his account,«f the extraordinary perseverance and con¬ 
tempt of evgry danger and difficulty which so strikingly animated 
•the first discoverers of those countries cannot but excite the ad¬ 
miration of every reader. Amongst them were many noblemen 
and gentlemen who, ilnbued with the true chivalrous spirit of the 
age in which they lived, appear, like brave kniglits-errant, to have 
sought for dangers only to overcome them. The boldness with 
which the new countries were explored and taken possession of is 
marvellous; considering that the natives of those regions were 
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not like the inhabitants of Mexico and Peru, but a warlike race 
who defended themselves against the invaders with an obstinate 
courage which often baffled the best laid plans of the Spaniards, 
and led to the slaughter of many of their most notable captains. 
Speaking of these Indians the editor says— 

* They were all sprung from the same stock—that of the Guaranis— 
a nation whose origin, customs, language, and numerous offsets, would 
alone furnish copious materials for a work greatly wanted in the history 
of America. They reached from the southern Atlantic to the frontiers 
of the empire of‘the Incas, following the courses of the many great 
rivers and of their numerous ramifications which intersect all that vast 
portion of the globe. The Timbus, the Agaces, the Caracaras, the Pay- 
aguas, were all from this same stock, whose language was spoken alike 
by the Carios and Arachanes in Brazil, and by the Chiquitos and 
Chiriguanos in Peru. Every grade of barbarism, from the savage state 
to the first dawnings of civilization, were to be, traced among the various 
tribes*of this large family, which wandered to and fro, subject to no 
general law or direction. Anthropophagi in some places, and husband¬ 
men in others, they submitted voluntarily to the authority of their Ca¬ 
ciques, and to the dictation of their Diviners or Jugglers. The extent 
of their religion was comprised in the two names of a good and evil 
spirit, Tvpciy the translation of which is, Ah, ivho art thou 1 and Anang , 
the Persecutor of souls. Of these Anang, the bad spirit, was by far 
the object of most veneration, and in propitiating him it was that the 
influence of the Diviners was principally exercised. 

They had a confused tradition of a great deluge which destroyed all 
their nation, except two individuals, who saved themselves by climbing 
a lofty palm tree, on the fruit of which they subsisted till the waters 
subsided. 

Their government was vested in an hereditary Cacique in time of 
peace, and in an elective dictatorship in war: in both cases they yielded 
a blind obedience to their chiefs* however despotic. The authority of 
the parent over his children was as absolute as that of the Cacique: 
marriages were as easily broken as made! Their diversions consisted 
entirely in dancing and drunkenness: they began widi shouts, and ended 
with blood: their chosen beverage was a fermented liquor, made from 
maize or honey, and of this they drank till they fell down in a state of 
madness; at such times they seized their darts, and aimed deadly blows 
at their best friends and companions. They can hardly be described as 
a nomadic people ; but yet they had, if tlicir traditions are to be cre¬ 
dited, undertaken distant conquests ; embarking ou the rivers in their 
canoes, and without other arms tha’h their bows and clubs. They 
boasted of having never submitted to a foreign yoke* and*when they 
bowed their necks to that of the Spaniards, it was under the delusion 
that they were treating with allies, not foreseeing that they were to be 
made slaves of.* 

Such were the Guarani's in those times. Their language is still 
spoken by most of the Indian tribes of the western frontiers of 
Brazil, and may be traced from the Parana to the Marafion, 
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The Jesuits published a grammar and dictionary of it, which 
were used in their celebrated missions in Paraguay, where, at a 
later period, this once warlike people submitted themselves with 
such wonderful docility to their spiritual sway. 

2 and 3.— Account of the Journey of Don Luis de la Crux from the 
fort of Ballenar, on the frontier of the Province of Conception, in 
Chile, through unknown lands, inhabited by Indians, to the city 
of Buenos Ayres , performed in the year 1806. 

The want of a more direct means of communication between 
Buenos Ayres aud the southern provinces of Chile had long been 
felt, and at the beginning of the present century the governors of 
those countries received directions to ascertain how far it was 
practicable to open a shorter passage across the Pampas, south 
of the old beaten track between the two capitals by Mendoza. 
This led to the discovery of some new passes over the Cordillera, 
and amongst them that of Las Damas, which it was said'might 
be crossed’in carriages. 

In the spring of 1806, an expedition was planned to start from 
the frontier fort of Ballenar, near Antuco, in Chile, direct across 
the continent. The command was entrusted to Don Luis de la 
Cruz, who had a strong personal interest in its success. The 
intervening country was in the nominal possession of the Peguen- 
ches Indians as far as the river Cudileubu (Atuel?), beyond 
which the Ranqueles tribes claimed all the lands to the frontiers 
of Buenos Ay T rcs. With the first of these nations the people of 
Chile had at that time a good understanding, and the principal 
caciques were in consequence easily induced to undertake to 
escort the expedition so far as their jurisdiction extended. With 
their aid, and his own party, consisting of sixteen persons, officers 
and men, Cruz started from Antuco on the 7th of April, 1806. 
On the sixth day, when he had gone about eighteen leagues on 
his journey, he arrived at the river Neuquen, formed by many 
streams from the Cordillera, the principal of which appear to be 
the Rinquilcubu, which descends from the Sierra de Pichachcn, 
and the Cudileubu, the drain of many smaller rivers, which have 
their sources in the Cordillera further north. The Ncuquen, 
from the junction of the Cudileubu, Cruz says, no one doubts is 
navigable to where it falls i*?to the Rio Negro, and thence to 
the sea. , 

Proceeding onward, the expedition came to another river, called 
by the Indians the Cobuleubu, described to be as large as the 
Neuquen, and which, as far as he could learn, Cruz says does 
not unite with that river, but after a long bend to the easbnorth- 
east, which the expedition followed for several days, turns again 
to the south, and runs to the sea: if this be true, it can be no 
other than the Colorado. 
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Still farther on, and when the expedition had travelled, accord¬ 
ing to their daily measurement, seventy-four leagues from Antuco, 
they came to a river called by the Indians the Chadileubu, which 
they described to be joined by the Diamante about five leagues 
below where it was crossed by the expedition, and farther on by 
the Desaguadero, which they also soon after passed. This river, 
therefore, must be the Atuel; more to the 'south, the Indians 
stated it to be lost in a chain of lakes resembling those of Guana- 
cache to the north of Mendoza. 

Cruz’s account of these rivers throws much new light upon the 
hydrography of this part of the Pampas, and wifi doubtless enable 
geographers to correct many errors which exist in the maps hitherto 
published. 

As the Chadileubu was the nominal boundary of the lands of 
the Peguenches, they would not proceed without first sending an 
embassy to their neighbours, the Ranqueles, to explain the object 
of the expedition; nor was Cruz backward in promising them 
suitable presents, if they would follow the example of the Pe¬ 
guenches, and assist in conducting his party safely to the frontier 
of Buenos Ayres. Their leave obtained, the expedition pro¬ 
ceeded, and striking direct across the Pampas to the fort of Me- 
linque, the north-western point of the territory of Buenos Ayres, 
they arrived there, without hinderance or accident, on the forty- 
seventh day after leaving Antuco, having travelled, according to 
their measured distance, 1 f)0‘ leagues. 

Whilst resting from their fatigues at this place, SQjne straggling 
soldiers galloped in from Buenos Ayres, bringing the unlooked- 
for news of the landing of General Beresford’s little army, and 
the surrender of the capital to the English ; the Viceroy, it was 
said, had fled to Cordova, and thither Cruz proceeded, after dis¬ 
missing his Indian companions, who had served him the whole way 
with the greatest fidelity and zeal, and who took an affectionate 
leave of him, notwithstanding his inability, under the circum¬ 
stances, to reward them as he had promised uppn his arrival at 
Buenos Ayres. 

This was the last attempt at discovery made during the rule of 
the Spaniards in South America, rtor did the power of the mother 
country survive long enough to permit even this to be acted upon. 
The very journal of the expedition was lost sight of, and but 
for Seiior cle Angelis, might never again have been h£al*d of. It 
is an interesting volume, and amon^tt other descriptions, contains 
a minute account of the manners and custom% of the Peguenches, 
which seem to differ but little from those of the Araucanian nation 
from which they are evidently sprung, and of which a full account 
has been given by Molina^ 

In describing the physical features of the country through 
which .he passed, Cruz makes many dbservations highly interest- 
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ing in a geological point of view. He was greatly struck,.amongst 
other things, with the abundance of fossil marine remains in all 
the vallies on the eastern slopes of the Cordillera. Coal, he says, 
is to be met with after passing the Neuquen; probably of the 
same sort as that which has long been known to exist on the oppo¬ 
site side of the Cordillera, on the sea coast; and inexhaustible 
deposits of salt. 

4. Falkner’s Account of Patagonia , originally ‘published in English. 

Tins curious work, wiiich is now scarce and rarely to be met 
with, contains the'only description hitherto published of the coun¬ 
try to the south of Buenos Ayres, upon which any reliance can be 
placed. The author was a Jesuit, who, after passing nearly forty 
years of his life in the unknown regions he describes, upon the 
expulsion of his order from South America, returned to his native 
country, and published this book. One of his objects was to point 
out how vulnerable were the King of Spain’s possessions in those 
parts; and there is no doubt (as will be seen by other documents 
in this collection) that his observations upon this subject induced 
the Spanish government to found several settlements soon after 
its appearance, upon the coast of Patagonia, of which the only 
one now remaining is that on the Rio N egro. 

That the work should never before have appeared in the Spanish 
language, is a striking exemplification of the jealous policy of Spain, 
and of the care taken to prevent the people of South America 
from acquiring correct knowledge even of their own country. 

Our readers will find a copy of it in the library of the Society, 
in the original language. 

5. Collection of Documents relating to the City of the Ca;sars (do 
los Cess ares), supposed to exist in the Andes, south of Valdivia. 

The history of the supposed city of the Caesars seems almost a 
repetition in a mory southern region of the fabulous account of El 
Dorado, excepting that the evidence adduced in support of the 
existence of Los Caesares is so positive and circumstantial as to do 
away with much of the wonder that such a tale should have im¬ 
posed not only on the Vulgar, but on some of the most learned of 
the Jesuit fathers, and upon the court of Spain itself, during the 
best part of two centuries. The least extravagant of the accounts 
given of this people represented them as inhabiting a city built 
some distance south of Valdivia, about a couple of leagues from 
the sea, upon an island called Payequc, in a lake in the Cordil¬ 
lera :—it was described as surrounded by a wall and ditch, and 
to be defended by artillery:—the houses to be of stone, and 
roofed after the fashion of Old Sjviin, and the churches rich and 
full of silver ornaments:—in their houses the people, who were 
described as of a fair complexion and habited like Europeans, 
were served by Indians whom they had reduced to Christianity:— 
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the snowy Cordillera hid them to the north and west, byt to the 
south and east lay extensive plains which were covered with their 
herds and flocks, and laid out in corn-fields and gardens. Many 
witnesses swore to the truth of this description, to which others 
made the most marvellous additions. 

Various were the conjectures not only as to the precise place 
where this people was to be found, but as to whence they could 
have come:—some believed them to be the remnant of the Spa¬ 
niards who had fled from Osorno and the other cities on that part 
of the coast, de'stroyed by the Araucanians in 1599; others, that 
they were the crews of ships known to have* been lost in the 
Straits of Magellan; but none seemed to doubt the fact of their 
existence. 

So lately r s 1781, the court of Spain was strongly urged to 
take some steps to ascertain whether they were not still to be 
found; and the governor of Chile was h) consequence ordered to 
collect and report upon the whole of* the evidence which existed 
upon the subject. This, we are told, consisted of no less than 
nine volumes of depositions and other documentary evidence. 
The fiscal’s report upon which has been printed at full length by 
Sehor de Angelis, and sums up after a prolix analysis of the tes¬ 
timony of every individual witness in the terms following :—“ Con¬ 
sidering such a mass of evidence, there appears no room to doubt 
the existence of a settlement, either of Spaniards or strangers, in 
the Cordillera, towards the Straits of Magellan and Cape Horn ; 
and though there may be some difference in the accounts given 
by the Indians as to the precise spot on which they have been seen, 
this may b„ accounted for, &c. &c.” 

It does not appear, however, that the court of Spain thought fit 
to move farther in the matter, and the whole story is now as gene¬ 
rally disbelieved as it was once credited. 

Without running into either of these extremes, we think the 
temporary sojourn and dfccasional visits of Europeans to those parts 
of the coast where their appearance was a novelty to the natives, 
and may have created exaggerated impressions upon a simple 
race, may account for a great part of the history of Los Caesares. 

Voyages of discovery, shipwrecks, attempts at colonization, buc¬ 
caneering, sealing and whaling expeditions, may all have contri¬ 
buted to establish the belief that strange jteople were upon the 
coast, who being in reality but casual visitors, no onfc afterwards 
could find. 

6 . Account of a Voyage from Buenos Ayres^to explore the Coast of 
Patagonia as far as the Straits qf Magellan, in 1745. By the 
Jesuit Fathers Quiroga a$d Cardiel; by order of his Catholic 
Majesty. 

The object of this voyage was to examine the coast of Pata¬ 
gonia, in order to see whether there was any suitable point on 
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which to found a settlement, and avowedly originated in the alarm 
created f)y the appearance of the account of Anson’s voyage. It 
contains some information respecting the general aspect of the 
coast in question, and the determination of several points by ob¬ 
servation, which the fathers state had not been correctly laid 
down by former navigators. Off the river of Santa Cruz they 
were nearly lost, which leads them to remark upon the great 
alteration which must have taken place in the depth of water in 
that riven since it was first discovered, and they quote authorities 
to show, that in former times large ships could 'safely enter it, 
whereas when thfey were there it was blocked up by dangerous 
sand-banks, upon which they narrowly escaped shipwreck. They 
point out some errors in the account given in Anson’s voyage, 
and by other foreigners, of the country about San Julians, espe¬ 
cially as to the existence of a large river laid down in the old 
maps, and having its sources in a lake forty or fifty leagues inland, 
applying somewhat dryly, though perhaps deservedly, to the au¬ 
thors of such wilful mistakes the old Spanish adage—" ci luengas 
tierras, luengas mentiras! ” The latitudes given of San Julians, 
Port Desire, aud Santa Cruz, differ only a few seconds from the 
more recent observations by the officers of her Majesty’s ship 
Beagle. 

7. Project for extending the Frontiers o f Buenos Ayres to the River 
Negro , by Captain Undiano. To which is added , the Diary of a 
Journey made from Buenos Ayres to the City of Talca, in Chile ; 
by the Senores Zamudio and Souvillac. 1805. 

In the first of these papers, Captain Undiano points out the 
advantage which might result from adopting the line of the Dia¬ 
mante or N euquen to its junction with the N egro, and thence from 
that river to the sea, as the boundaries to the south of the provinces 
of Buenos Ayres, San Luis, and Mendoza, thereby inclosing, as he 
says, 1 G,000 square leagues of the best land in the world; which, by 
the establishment of a few fortified points,‘might be easily secured 
from the predatory incursions of the miserable Indian tribes which 
now wander, as he says, like gipsies over those parts of the country. 
His opinions are grounded upon having been employed against 
the Indians in 1784, in pursuit of whom he had passed by the 
rivers Diamante and Atuel, and had been nearly as far south as 
the junction of the Ntuqucn to t&ie Negro, described by Villavino. 
His paper affords, therefore, some additional data as to the course 
of that river, with which we are so imperfectly acquainted. 

Zamudio’s itinerary is valuable to the geographer, and gives the 
distances minutely from place to place, along a line of road pass¬ 
ing from Buenos Ayres by iflelinque ; the fort of San Jose, near 
the lake Bevedero, south of San f.uis; Corocorto, on the river* 
Tunuyan; along the course of that river to the fort of San Carlos ; 
and thence by that of San Rafael, on the Diamante. Zamudio 
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entered the Cordillera by a valley, through which ran *the head 
waters (manantiales) of the river Atuel, which led him to the 
pass of the Planchon, where he? describes the Cordillera at its 
summit, instead of broken and precipitous as might be expected, 
to be a table land, as level and easy to be crossed as the Pampas 
of Buenos Ayres :—descending on the opposite side by the Valle 
Grande, lie passed the Rio Claro at Quesara, and reached Talca 
after a journey^ of 388 leagues. 

8 . Memoir on the Spanish Settlements on the fJoast of Patagonia, 
drawn up for the information of the Marquis of Loreto, Viceroy 
of Buenos Ayres, by Don Francisco dc Viedma, Superintendent 
of the said Settlements. 1784. 

This paper treats of a subject which might have been of consi¬ 
derable consequence (had the author’s opinion been adopted) to 
Spanish interests in that part of the world. It contains an account 
ol‘ the several settlements formed by the Spaniards on the east 
coast of Patagonia, from the unfortunate expedition of Sarmiento, 
to the establishment of colonies at San Jose, Port Desire, and San 
J ulians, in 1788 ; and of the causes which led to their subsequent 
abandonment.. Viedma, who had had the general superintend 
ence of those establishments, and had watched their progress and 
prospects with great interest, deplores the policy which induced 
the Court of Spain to give them up at the moment, he says, 
when their capabilities and utility were becoming apparent. In¬ 
dependently of other important political considerations, lit* had 
looked to them as a source of wealth to Spain, from the whale 
and seal fisheries on those coasts, which they might have com¬ 
manded, and which other nations have since reaped the benefit of. 
They promised also to Buenos Ayres an inexhaustible supply of 
salt, an article of first necessity there in the preparation of the 
staple articles of export. He quotes the example of the colony 
on the Rio Negro, established at the same time, and the only one 
which had not been broken up, to show that it was perfectly 
within the power of the settlers to provide for their own subsist¬ 
ence, and that it was an error to suppose that either the climate 
or soil was unfit for the production of the necessaries of life. 

Speaking of that colony, viz., # on the Negro, he strongly urges 
the importance of keeping it up, and shows the iminense advan¬ 
tages which may ultimately result from Villarino’s discovery that 
that river affords a navigable communication across the continent 
to the foot of the Andes over against Valdkia; and he urges the 
formation of military posts upon it, and especially at the great 
pass frequented by the Indians near the island of Cholccchel, as 
the best means of preventing the predatory incursions of those 
savages against the province of Buenos Ayres. 

In this Viedma only repeats the opinion given by Villarino, and 
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often, at subsequent periods, urged by others with the like result, 
to no purpose. It is only now more than half a century afterwards 
that precisely the same remedy for the same evil appears to be 
the only effectual one, and that General Rosas, the Governor 
of Buenos Ayres, is carrying into effect the plan suggested by 
Viedma. 

To most of our readers, the historical fact that there ever ex¬ 
isted any European establishments on .the coast of Patagonia will, 
we believe, be entirely new. 

Volume II. 

9. Description of Potosi and its Dependencies , in IIS'!, by the 
Governor , Don Juan del Pino Manrique. 

Senor de Angelis observes, that no authentic history of this 
celebrated city, whose mines have enriched the world, has ever 
been before published. This account of it was written in 1787, 
by one of its governors, and goes back as far as the first discovery 
of its mineral treasures in the year 1546. It comprises, also, a 
description of the districts of Porco, Chayanta, Chichas, Lipes, 
and Atacama, which formed part of the intendency of Potosi; the 
whole jurisdiction comprised in which he calculates to have been 
little short of 600 leagues in circumference. The population then 
amounted to 216,871 souls, of which 24,206 resided in the city of 
Potosi. But Potosi had then lost much of its original importance. 
In l6l 1, the editor observes, the inhabitants of the city alone were 
estimated at 150,000. From the discovery of the mines to 1783, 
the quantity of silver, on which the King’s duties were paid there, 
amounted to the enormous sum of 820,513,893 dollars; and it 
was supposed that nearly as much more had been taken out of the 
mines which had not been brought t© account. 

The extravagance of the people seems to have been in propor¬ 
tion to their wealth. The celebration of the coronation of Charles 
the Fifth was said to have cost them eight millions; and the 
funeral ceremonies, on the death of Philip the Third, no less than 
six millions of dollars. Of the fortunes of some individuals, some 
idea may be formed from the fact of the marriage-portion of a 
daughter of General Mexia amounting to a million of dollars (in 
1612 ) : and of another young lady, a daughter of a General Perera, 
a few years before, t& Q,300,000 dollars. The waste of human 
life in bringing these treasures from the .bowels of the earth was 
frightful, and depopulated sixteen extensive provinces, the un¬ 
fortunate native inhabitants of which were subjected to the Mita— 
an Indian word but too significant of the part which all in turn 
were obliged to take in this unwholesome labour. 

10 . History of Paraguay , the Provinces of La Plata and Tucuman, 
by the Jesuit Father Guevara. Vol. I. 

Guevara was one of the most enlightened of the Jesuit fathers. 
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and was the contemporary and associate of Falkner and Dobriz- 
lioflfer, whose works upon South America have been published in 
our own language. The present, which is a much more com¬ 
prehensive work, would be quitfe as interesting, if translated, to 
English readers. It gives a general description and history of 
Paraguay and the provinces of La Plata, from their first discovery 
down to the year 1621. In a second volume Guevara completed 
the historical part to his own time; but on the expulsion of his 
order from Sputh America, the manuscript was transmitted to 
Spain by the Viceroy, Bucarelli, who it is said had received ex¬ 
press orders to secure it; such importance did the ruling powers 
in the mother country attach to its suppression. The wolumc 
which escaped, and which is now published for the first time, is 
divided into two books; the first descriptive of the government, 
manners, and customs of the original Indian inhabitants of the 
country—with some account of its natural history: the second, 
which is perhaps the most valuable, contains the history of the 
several governments of the Spanish commanders who succeeded 
each other from 1515 to 1620. A subsequent compiler has 
added a succinct notice of those who followed, down to the last of 
the. viceroys, Cisneros, with whom, in 1810, concluded the rule of 
Spain in that part of South America. The whole affords mate¬ 
rials of interest to the historian. 

Guevara has not hesitated to adopt the generally received opi¬ 
nion, that a race of giants once inhabited that part of the world ; 
in proof of which he refers to their bones, so often met with in 
many parts of the country, especially about the river Carcarana, 
south of Santa Fe. In our days, science has corrected this error, 
and shown that the bones in question are not human, but belonged 
to the lost species of the mastodon and megatherium. 

11. The Argentina , or Conquest of the Province of La Plata , an 

Historical Poem, by the Archdeacon Martin del Barcocentenera. 

1601. 

The Argentina is an attempt to imitate the Araucana of Ercilla, 
being a rhyming chronicle, as the editor calls it, of the r History of 
the Conquest of the Provinces of La Plata.’ The author, like 
Ercilla, though a priest instead of a soldier, was an eye-witness of 
many of the most remarkable incidents *he relates, and passed 
twenty-four years in various parts of the countries*he describes. 
He has recorded much that is not to be found elsewhere, except 
on his authority. This poem is to be fouqd in the third volume 
of “ Barcia’s Historiadores Primitivos de las Indiasbut Angelis 
says, with so many errors, that he has had no hesitation in giving 
another version of it. It is now accompanied by a collection of 
notes, which add greatly to its value. 
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12. Deccription of the River Paraguay, from the mouth of the River 
Xawnt to its junction with the Parana, By the Jesuit Father 
Quiroga. 

Father Quiroga, the author of this valuable geographical docu¬ 
ment, is the same who accompanied the expedition sent to survey 
the coasts of Patagonia in 1745 (noticed in No. 6 of this collec¬ 
tion). He was subsequently selected to determine the geographi¬ 
cal position of the several missions of the Jesuits in Paraguay, and 
to lay down a map of that country, which was completed and pub¬ 
lished at Rome in 1753, by Francesehelli. “ One of the most in¬ 
correct portions of this map,” observes the editor, <f was the course 
of the liver Paraguayand it was precisely that whiqjh Quiroga 
had shortly afterwards an opportunity of setting right, being ap¬ 
pointed in 1752 to accompany Flores, the Spanish commissioner 
charged to set up the boundary mark at the mouth of the Xauru, 
in fulfilment of the sixth article of the treaty between Spain and 
Portugal, signed at Madrid in 1750. 

The result of his observations on this occasion was adopted by 
Don Luis do la Cruz, in his great map of South America, pub¬ 
lished at Madrid in 1775. 

As Quiroga’s paper is only to be found in Morelli’s Latin edi¬ 
tion of Charlevoix, we shall give a few quotations from it. 

In the first chapter he describes the course of the river Para¬ 
guay, from its sources to its junction with the Parana, stating the 
positions of the mouths of all the principal rivers which flow into 
it from the Xauru in 16° 25'. Below the Xauru, he says, the 
Paraguay divides into two considerable branches, the principal one 
running in a narrow but deep channel through the Xarayes (and 
it was through this that Quiroga himself passed): the other branch 
flows some leagues to the westward. 

Farther down the Porrudos joins it in lat. 17° 52', and other 
rivers successively as follows, viz.:— k 

The Tepoti in 21° 45' The Xexui in 24° Y 

The Corrientes in 22 2 The Quarepoti in 24 23 

The Guarambare in 23 8 The Ibobi in 24 29 

The Ipaneguazu in 23 28 The Mboicaein 24 56 

The Ipant'-mini in 24 4 The Salado in 25 1 

The city of Assumption he places in 23° 17' 15" lat., and 
long. 58° 5' W. of Greenwich, though, he says, according to 
others, it is‘in 25° 16 ' lat., and 58° 7' l6ng. A little below it 
the Pilcomayo runs into the Paraguay from the Chaco, by three 
mouths. The mouth <jf the Tebiquari is in 26° 35'. The Ber- 
mejo joins in lat. 26° 54', eleven leagues direct distance from the 
city of Corrientes, where the junction of the Parana and Paraguay 
takes place in lat. 27° 27', long. 58° 22' W. of Greemvich. 

In the subsequent chapter the several Indian tribes met with 
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ilpon the shores of these rivers arc described, as well as the physi¬ 
cal features of the country passed by; and the paper concludes 
with an account of the provinces pf Cuyaba and Mattogrosso, 
their gold and diamond mines, and other productions, and of the 
inland navigation by which the Portuguese from San Pablo reach 
those districts. 

13. Diary of the Navigation and Survey of the River Tebiquari; 
a posthumous work of Don Felix de Azara. 1185. 

Everything of * A zara’s is valuable.- The title of this paper 
hardly docs justice to it: it ought rather to be called a “ Month’s 
Excursion in Paraguay.” The author started from Assumption by 
the road which leads to Villa Rica in the interior, thence passing 
by Casapa, he reached Yuti, where he embarked in a canoe, to 
follow the river Tebiquari to where it falls into the Paraguay. 
He returned on horseback by the road which skirts the left bank 
of that river—a difficult and painful undertaking at the time from 
the overflowing of the river and the inundation of all the country 
along its banks. In these swamps the musquitoes and innumera¬ 
ble venomous insects drove both men and horses almost mad. 
Man to live in these regions should be amphibious, and armed 
like the caymans and crocodiles. A zara’s object was to lay down 
correctly the position of every place he passed through, and every 
feature of the country he could observe with any tolerable accu¬ 
racy from a distance. 

His daily observations are given with the greatest minuteness, 
and are quite sufficient to enable the geographer to map by them 
a considerable portion of Paraguay Proper. The possibility of 
navigating the Tebiquari, which was verified, was of importance, 
inasmuch as the upper part of that river is situated near some 
forests where the celebrated Paraguay tea is cut—the great article 
of export from Paraguay. To send it down the Tebiquari was, 
if possible, obviously the easiest way of conveying it to the 
Paraguay, instead of by the overland road to Assumption, as had 
been the custom previously. Much valuable timber is cut on its 
banks, and floated down by it, to be sent to Buenos Ayres. 

From Yuti, where Azara embarked, it required thirteen days 
to reach the Paraguay, in a canoe; the whole course of the river 
being extremely tortuous. % • 

His description of that .place may serve as a sample of the 
other Indian towns through which he passed, and where the sys¬ 
tem established by the Jesuits was then still in a great measure 
in operation ; the main difference consisting ift the Indians work¬ 
ing on their own account, instead of for the community. The 
administration of the place was committed to a corregidor, with 
other auxiliary officers : it was his duty to keep the Indians in 
order, and to flog them when necessary; but he was not per- 
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mitted«to inflict more than fifty lashes. His deputies, the alcaldes> 
could only go as far as six. Two of the oldest of the Indians 
visited every morning the houses of the rest, to see who were sick 
and required assistance, which it was their business to administer 
—an office, says Azara, much in request, inasmuch as the holders 
of it had always the means of taking good care of themselves. 

The dress of the women was a single garment, like a long 
chemise, called tipoy: the widows wore it black, and the girls 
and married women white, their long hair hanging down their 
backs. The ny?n wore the poncho and dress of the gauchos of 
Buenos Ayres, and went about with arrows and spears, a custom 
which they appear to have inherited from their forefathers, who 
were constantly at war with their neighbours. 

Their principal occupation is cutting and preparing the Yerba 
or tea, of which, in the year Azara was amongst them, the people 
of Yuti alone had collected 16,600 arrobas, or about 400,0001bs. 

Volume III. 

14. Geographical and Statistical Account of the Intendency of Santa 
Crux de la Sierra. By Don Francisco de Viedma, the Governor. 
1*188. 

The editor commences his remarks on this work by observing 
how Vast a portion of the American continent is yet unknown; and 
how much is wanting to complete our knowledge even of its lead¬ 
ing geographical features. Of this, the country here described 
may be quoted as a striking example :—situated in the midst of 
mountain chains, difficult of access, far from the sea-coast, without 
commercial relations, and only in contact with the uncivilized 
tribes of the adjoining regions, its name hardly figures in our 
maps; and yet it is extensive and populous, and abounds in the 
choicest of nature’s gifts; sugar, coffee, cocoa, rice, cotton, honey, 
indigo, are some ad’ its productions, whilst the, bowels of the earth 
are full of mineral treasures. The Spaniards found in it nume¬ 
rous native tribes, whose caciques were richly habited, and lived 
in luxury:—the crowns and the armlets, and the cups of gold and 
silver which Cabot sent to Charles V., and which led to the mis¬ 
nomer of ,f the River Plate,” were part of the booty which had 
been collected by Alexis Garcia in these regions. But whatever 
may havejicen the wealth and industry of the natives in those 
days, it soon disappeared under the yoke of the conquerors, and the 
enervated half-cast race which grew up with no excitement to im¬ 
prove their condition under the Spanish colonial system, were 
content to sleep away their lives under a tropical sun, in a state 
little better than perpetual idleness. 

When Viedma was appointed governor-intendant, about 1787, 
of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, he was greatly struck with its capa- 
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bilities, if properly administered; and much of the work now 
before us comprises an investigation into the evils of the existing 
system, and his suggestions for a fetter government, which, by 
stimulating native industry, might lead to the development of the 
great natural resources of the country. He was the same indivi¬ 
dual who had previously superintended the settlements on the 
coasts of Patagonia, and whose report is noticed in No. 8 of this 
collection. He might as well have preached to the winds. 

But things are at last changed in that part of the world : the 
people have thrown off the yoke which kept them down, and 
henceforward their prospects depend upon themselves. The 
editor truly observes, that at present they, and all the new states 
of America, are but in their infancy:—give them but time 
to pass the crisis produced by the sudden and entire change which 
has taken place in their institutions and it may be fairly expected 
that their progress will be rapid:—no one can calculate their 
future destinies, but all may see that they contain within them 
the elements of prosperity:—Europe will be provided from them 
with many a valuable production now unknown; and the day may 
come when the sugars of Cuzco, the coffee of Huanuco, and the 
cocoa of Moxos and Apolobamba will rival those of Brazil, Gua¬ 
yaquil, and Caraccas. Nor is this an idle or groundless specu¬ 
lation : a learned naturalist, Hacnke, who resided many years in 
those parts, has shown they are not, as had been long sup¬ 
posed, excluded by nature from the possibility of carrying on a 
commercial intercourse with the rest of the world : he has shown 
that there are navigable rivers—the Beni, the Marmore, and 
the 1 tones, with their affluents—by which tlieir produce may be 
carried into the great river, the Madera, and floated down the 
Mara non, and thence to the Atlantic. Haenke’s invaluable paper 
on this subject was printed in volume V. of our journal, and may 
be usefully referred to aft illustrative of the hydrography of the 
country described by Viedma. He himself, on the other hand, 
points out the possibility of a southern passage, or road, across 
the flat country from Santa Cruz to the Parapiti, and thence to 
the Pilcomayo, which is at no great distance from it, and is be¬ 
lieved to be navigable the whole way to its junction with the 
Paraguay, opposite to Assumption* • 

Thus, either by the Maranon or the Rio de la Plaf^, the pro¬ 
duce of Santa Cruz may find an outlet which may make the inha¬ 
bitants of those countries hereafter a commercial people, though 
situated in the heart of the continent. • 

In Viedma’s time the Government of Santa Cruz, which now 
forms an important portion of the new republic of Bolivia, ex¬ 
tended from lat. 10° 38' to 20° S. lat., and comprised the depart¬ 
ments of Cochabamba (the capital), Clisa, Misque, Valle Grande, 
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and SaAta Cruz, and the less important districts of Sacaba, Arque, 
Tapacari, and Hayopaya. 

Of the several towns in each department, and their respective 
population divided into casts, Viedma gives a minute description, 
setting forth the natural productions and capabilities of each. 

He places the situation of Oropesa or Cochabamba, the capital, 
in lat. 17° 22' 33". It stands on a plain at the foot of the Cor¬ 
dillera, which is liable to be inundated during the periodical 
rains, whence its name of Cochabamba, or Coclia-pampa, which 
signifies a marshy plain. The climate, he says, is temperate and 
healthy, for, though in a tropical latitude, such is the elevation of 
the whole country that the Cordillera in the neighbourhood is 
capt with perpetual snow. 

The houses, which are large and convenient, are built of un¬ 
burnt bricks, and thatched with straw ; some of thcr best of them 
have two stories: the churches and convents are numerous and 
well-endowed: the inhabitants were then estimated at upwards 
of 22,000; they spoke the Quichua language, and even many of 
the ladies of the better class did not understand Spanish. 

The population of the whole province amounted to above 180,000 
souls ; th. labouring part of which were chiefly employed in the 
manufacture of coarse cotton cloths, called tuenyos, for which, at 
that period, there was a great demand, not only in all the adjoining 
provinces, but in those extending to Buenos Ayres. The annual 
value of the imports and exports of the whole intendency Vied- 
ma shows, even then, was equal to more than a million and a half 
of dollars. 

The paper concludes with an interesting description of the mis¬ 
sions in the provinces of Moxos and Cliiquitos. 

15. Some Account of the Province of Tarija. By Don Juan del 
Pino Manrique, Governor of Potosi; in a Letter to the Spanish 
Minister Don dost! Galvez. 1185. 

The notice of this paper would be more in its place after the 
description of Potosi (No. 9), by the same writer. 

Tarija is at present the frontier province of the Bolivian Re¬ 
public towards the south. Manrique describes it as consisting of a 
succession of charming valleys, with a delightful climate and fruit¬ 
ful soil; in no part tif America',' he says, had he seen any country 
to be compared with this. Corn, maize, the yerba-mate of Para¬ 
guay, the coca, flax, and every necessary .of life are produced there 
in the greatest abundance; and such is the increase of the native 
population in consequence, that great numbers yearly emigrate to 
settle in the lands farther south, in the jurisdiction of Tucuman. 
But with all this, he adds, no one knows anything of Tarija. The 
Spanish authorities, in whose jurisdiction it is situated, never took 
the trouble to visit it, because as it was known to possess no mine- 
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ral treasures, and to be merely inhabited by an agricultural people, 
it was not deemed worthy of the slightest attention. • 

The main object of the paper is to draw the minister’s attention 
to its natural resources, and the utility which would result from 
fomenting the industry of the inhabitants, and giving them more 
importance. 

16. Diary of a Journey to the great Salt Lakes in the Pampas of 
Buenos Ayres. By Don P. Andres Garcia. 1810. 

This paper, like the last, is out of its place, and should have 
appeared in the' first volume, in connexion with Cruz’s Journey 
across the Continent. • 

In old times the people of Buenos Ayres were supplied with 
salt from the great lakes in the south, here described; but as the 
lands in which they were situated were overrun by the Indians, it 
was necessary to send an armed force to accompany the periodical 
expeditions undertaken in quest of it. The editor mentions one 
of these annual expeditions (in 1778), which consisted of 600 
carts, with 12,000 bullocks to draw them; 1000 men, escorted 
by 400 soldiers and 2600 horses: sometimes they were attended 
by artillery, to make a more imposing appearance amongst the 
Indians: in 1810, Don Pedro Garcia was appointed to command 
one of those parties; and, being a competent geographer, was 
charged to avail himself of the opportunity to draw up a particular 
account of the physical features of the country he passed through, 
and to map it to the best of his abilities. This he has clone, and 
his paper, moreover, contains many details respecting the Indians 
of the Pampas, which assist us greatly in acquiring a knowledge 
of the manners and customs of those gipsy tribes. 

The daily distances, with a series of latitudes and longitudes, 
are given in a tabular form ; from which the route of these expe¬ 
ditions, and the position of the Salinas, have been laid down, and 
copied into Mr. ArrowsmitU’s last map of the Provinces of La 
Plata. • 

Tlk, largest of these salt lakes is situated, according to Garcia, 
in lat. 37° 13', and 68° 14' long. W. of Greenwich. 

17. _ lomoir on the Navigation of the River Tercero, and other af¬ 
fluents of the Parana. By Don Pedro Andres Garcia. 1813. 

The river Tercero, which rises in the province of Cordova and 
falls into the Parana, it appears Wits examined in the time of the 
Spaniards, and proved to be navigable for barges as High as the 
Pass of Fereira, about thirty leagues below the city of Cordova, 

The object of the writer of this paper is to show the facilities it 
affords for the transport of the produce of tTie provinces of Cor¬ 
dova and Cuyo to Buenos Ayres; while the Vermejo and Pilco- 
mayo may be turned to the like -account by the inhabitants of 
Tucuman and Salta and Upper Peru. The whole of his paper 
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tends to prove that there is no part of the world in which greater 
facilities are afforded for the establishment of an inland navigation. 

18. Historical , Geographical, and Political Account of the ci-devant 
Jesuit Missions in Paraguay . By the Governor Don Gonzales 
de Doblas. 1785. 

In the whole of this collection there is not a more interesting 
work than this. Its title is fully realized by its contents, which 
certainly comprise the most valuable account of Paraguay as yet 
published. Doblas was appointed to administer the new system 
of government established in the Guarani towns, after the expul¬ 
sion of the Jesuits in 1768—a system full of errors, and which in 
a very few years led to the total ruin of those celebrated establish¬ 
ments. He arrived, however, in time to foresee and to foretell 
their inevitable fate,* unless a radical change took place in the 
mode of managing them; and one of the main objects of his 
labours was to draw the attention of the court of Spain to the ab¬ 
solute necessity of this, if they desired to preserve them. Sehor de 
Angelis states, that some years afterwards the king showed a dis¬ 
position to adopt his honest suggestion, but it was then too late; 
the depopulation of the missions was complete, and the ruins of 
their churches and buildings are all that, in many places, are now 
left to show that they ever existed. Although in a geographical 
point of view this work is of great interest, it is still more so as 
correcting some of the many erroneous impressions respecting the 
rule of the Jesuits in Paraguay, and goes far to justify them from 
the calumnious attacks made upon them by those who were in¬ 
terested in destroying the reputation of that celebrated order. 

19. Ulderic Schmid el’s Voyage to the River Plate , in 1534, is not 
new to us ; it is to be met with in most of the collections of early 
voyages to that part of the world. 

20. The remaining Papers of the third volume of Seftor Angelis * 
work consist of a Collection of Original Records , showing —1st, 
The foundation of the city of Buenos Ayres in 1580, by Don Juan 
de Garay, and his allotment of the lands and Indians to His fol¬ 
lowers ; 2nd, The foundation of Montevideo in 1724; 3rd, The 

Adas Capitularcs ,” or Proceedings of the Cabildo and People 
of Buenos Ayres, upon receipt of the news of the successes of the 
French in Spain, and the overthrow of the legitimate government 
of the mother country, which led them to establish their own first 
Junta in 1810. 

These documents, though valuable to the historian, hardly come 
within the province of this Journal to notice further. In our 
next volume we hope to continue the analysis of the remaining 
volumes of Senor de Angelis’ interesting publication. 

* In the first seventeen years the population decreased from 100,000 to 60,000. 
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II .—Reize door der weinig bekenden Zuidelyken Molukschen 
Archipel, door Lieut. D. H. Kolff, Jun. Amsterdam. *1828. 
Voyage through the Southern, or little known part of the Archipe¬ 
lago of the Moluccas, fyc. Communicated by G. W. Earl, Esq., 
M.R.A.S. 

[The little information we possess of this chain of islands, extending 
from the eastern point of Timor 500 miles towards New Guinea, only 
slightly mentioned by Valentyn nearly two centuries ago, and character¬ 
ized by Horsburg “ as very imperfectly known,” and the importance 
they derive from fheir position within one day’s sail of the northern 
coast of Australia, induces ns to offer an analysis of a work very 
little known, we believe, in this country, and the author of which has 
actually visited all the islands he describes.—E d.] 

The following voyage, which was performed in the Dutch colo¬ 
nial brig Dourga, was undertaken by the Netherlands Government 
for the purpose of obtaining information respecting the natural 
productions and commerce of the islands lying between Timor 
and the south-west coast of New Guinea, and of the condition of 
their inhabitants. The Dutch East India Company formerly had 
small settlements and spice-plantations on many of these islands ; 
but towards the close of the last century they had been aban¬ 
doned, and since then scarcely any intercourse had existed between 
their inhabitants and the Dutch. 

May 26, 1825, the Dourga left Amboyna, and on the 2nd 
June arrived at the Portuguese settlement of Dilli, on the north¬ 
west coast of Timor. Although this is their chief settlement in 
the Eastern Seas, it is nothing more than a miserable slave-sta¬ 
tion. The garrison is small and ill paid, and the government 
officers obtain the greater portion of their income by monopolizing 
the trade. Sandal-wood, bees’ wax, cattle, and sheep, can be 
obtained here; but the chief export consists of slaves, who have 
been kidnapped in the interior. A large ship from Macao was 
in the roads, but not a single native trader. The soil is fertile, 
but agriculture is totally neglected. 

June 6 , the brig left Dilli and stood over to the south coast 
of Wetta. Kissa, Lettee, Moa, Damma, Lakor, and Luan, the 
principal islands of the group, and lying north and north-east of 
Timor, were subsequently visited. These islands are hilly, well 
wooded, and possess a fertile soil. • At the north-east extremities 
of Moa and Damma are tjvo high peaked mountains, and at the 
foot of that on the latter island some hot-springs were found. The 
natives are tall and well made. Their complexion is light-brown, 
and their features bear much resemblance to*thosc of Europeans, 
their foreheads being high, and their noses pointed. Polygamy 
is unknown. The clothing of those who cannot obtain European 
or Indian cotton cloth (the, value of which is great, owing to the 
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limited nature of the trade), wear pieces of prepared bark, fast¬ 
ened round their waists. The Dutch formerly had small esta¬ 
blishments on all these islands, but they were abandoned more 
than half a century ago. Thg flags and staffs of office with which 
the chiefs had been furnished by the company were still preserved. 
The crew of the Dourga were everywhere received with open 
arms by the natives. This favourable reception was chiefly owing 
to the meritorious exertions of M. le Bruin, a Protestant mis¬ 
sionary, who has resided some years at Timor Coepang, and who 
is in the habit of frequently visiting the adjacent islands. On the 
island Kissa the .greater portion of the inhabitants were Christians, 
and many others were to be found among the natives of the 
remainder of the group. Many of these had been born Christians, 
for the labours of the early missionaries had been very successful 
here. On one of the islands, which had not been visited by r,n 
European for a period of fifty years, many of the natives still re¬ 
tained their religion, and had small churches, in which native 
preachers officiated. The principal village on Kissa (the cntiic 
population of which were Christians) contained a large and well- 
built church; and all the youths, from ten years of age upwards, 
could read and write Malay in the Homan character, a native 
Amboynese schoolmaster and some assistants having resided 
among them some years. Many couples were united, and some 
hundreds of natives were baptized 1 I. Ivam, a clergyman who 
accompanied the expedition. 

The productions of these islands arc sandal-v.\n»d, bees’-wax, 
pearls, tortoise-shell, trepang, edible birds' nests, Indian corn, 
rice, and vegetables, with abundance of live stock—namely, buffa¬ 
loes, sheep, goats, hogs, and fowls. As the use of money is 
scarcely known, these are only to be obtained by barter, in ex¬ 
change for cotton cloths* brass wire, iron, chopping knives, and 
coarse cutlery. The first-mentioned article is most in demand, 
and M. Kolff suggests that an European* merchant might carry on 
an advantageous trade here. The value of an ox is from 8s. 4 d. 
to 10s.; of a sheep from 3s. 4 d. to 5s. Bees’-wax can be obtained 
in abundance at Roma, at the rate of 2 1. 7s. per cwt. The trade 
with the islands is carried on solely by natives, those of Macassar, 
Amboyna, and the Arru islands being the chief purchasers; and 
Chinese brigs from. Java occas'onally visit Kissa. Although the 
natives arq considered to be more iudustrious than the Amboy¬ 
nese, agriculture is not much pursued. Small plantations of In¬ 
dian corn, tobacco, betel, and culinary vegetables, were met with 
near the villages. Wild nutmeg trees were abundant. 

July 19-—The brig left this interesting group and returned to 
Banda. Two English seamen, who had been cast away in a brig 
on the coast of New Guinea, and after having been sold and resold, 
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as slaves among the neighbouring islands, had been purchased and 
brought to Banda by the humane chief of Kissa, were received 
on board as seamen. * 

July 28.—The brig again left Banda, and on the 4th of the 
following month arrived at Babba, an island about midway be¬ 
tween Banda and the north coast of Australia. Many years pre¬ 
viously the Dutch had a settlement here, and the wands of office 
possessed at that time by the chiefs had been handed down to 
their descendant^ The natives were at first shy and inclined to 
be hostile, but weie soon brought into friendly communication 
with their visitors. The island is thinly populated, the shores 
only being inhabited. The natives resemble in most respects the 
pagan natives of the group last visited, but are far more barbarous, 
owing to their commerce being very limited. Their hair, which 
>s> naturally jet black, is rendered of a reddish flaxen colour by 
rubbing it constantly with lime Cultivation is little attended to, 
and the people derive the cocoa nuts, fruit, vegetables, and Indian 
corn, which they consume, from the adjacent island Wetang. 
Fishing and hunting are their chief occupations. Numbers of 
fine fish .ire to be obtained near the shore, and the interior 
diounds with wild cattle, hogs, and goats. An English brig, 
manned with ten Europeans, had arrived at Babba some time 
previous to the visit ol' the Dourga, and while one half of the 
small crew were on shore obtaining water, the brig was taken, 
plundered, and burnt, and the entire crew massacred. 

Avgust 1 5 .—They left Babba, and continued their voyage to 
the Arru islands where they arrived on the 27tli. The Arru 
group consists of a number of moderately-sized islands, divided 
from eacli other by narrow straits. The land is moderately ele¬ 
vated, and many parts arc covered with limestone rocks. An ex¬ 
tensive coral reef lies before the east side of the group, and 
prevents a near approach by vessels of burden.* on and about these 
reefs trepang and pearl oysters abound. The principal islands 
arc Wamma, Wokam, Mykor, and Wadjia, all on the western 
part of the group; the three first are inhabited entirely by native 
Christians, the last by Mohammedans. Throughout the remainder 
of the group the majority of the natives are Pagans, but Chris¬ 
tians and Mohammedans are mixed among them. The natives are 
Arafuras; their complexion is blaclf, their hair long but strongly 
curled, and their stature about the middle size. They possess many 
of the characteristics both of the negro and of the brown races, 
and arc probably a mixture: they live in villages containing about 
twenty small thatched houses, and great harmony prevails among 
them generally. Their food consists of sago, rice, maize, pump¬ 
kins, yams, fish, and pork. The customs of the Christian natives 
assimilate with those of Amboyna, and of the Mohammedans with 
VOL. vii. 2 c 
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the Cijjramesc. Most of the former read and write Malay in the 
Roman character, and a number of young Amboynose Christian 
teachers, who have no other reward for their exertions than the 
gratification of doing good, are busily employed in instructing the 
rising generation and converting the Pagans. The natives of all 
sects are much addicted to the use of spirituous liquors, which are 
brought from Java in Chinese brigs. 

Many anecdotes are given by M. Kolff illustrative of the ami¬ 
able disposition of the Arafuras, and of the harmony which pre¬ 
vails in their communities. Their Orang Tuas, or elders of 
villages, are elected by the inhabitants, and are generally chosen 
from among those who are possessed of most wealth. They are 
fond of collecting brass trays and elephants’teeth, with which they 
adorn the interior of their houses, and an individual takes his 
station in society according to the number of these he may possess. 
Both these articles, which are the produce of foreign countries, 
are very expensive. The elephants’ teeth are chiefly brought 
from Singapore by the Bugis, and the fact of the natives being 
enabled to purchase articles of such value speaks favourably for 
the commercial importance of the islands. These goods are 
apparently used as a circulating medium. On the occasion of tin; 
election of an Orang Tua, at which a Dutch gentleman was 
present, the youngest and unsuccessful candidate, though sorrowful 
on account of his defeat, expressed his satisfaction at possessing a 
sufficiency of this sort of wealth to enable him, whether Orang 
Tua or not, to assist any of his poorer fellow-villagers, should 
they fall into difficulties. 

The trade of these islands is very extensive. The pearl banks are 
among the largest and most productive in the world; and trepang, 
so much sought for by the Chinese, is abundant, though not near 
so much so as on the north coast of Australia. This, indeed, is 
proved by the Bugis resorting to the latter place in such numbers 
to obtain it. The trade with the Arrhs is carried on by several 
brigs from Sourabaya, in Java, by about thirty Bugis pralius, from 
Macassar, of the burthen of twenty-five to sixty tons, and by a 
multitude of small vessels which collect the produce of all the 
neighbouring islands. At the time of the arrival of the Dourga, 
the people of Banda and Amboyna had very little trade with the 
Anus, as the Bugis could »ell the British and Indian cotton 
cloths, iron, cliopping-knivcs, &c., which they obtained from Sin¬ 
gapore via Macassar, at a much cheaper rate than they could 
be supplied by the^others.* 

The productions of the Arrus, the articles given in exchange 

* This state of affairs has been subsequently materially altered by the prohibition 
of the importation of British goods from Singapore, at the Dutch settlement of 
Macassar. 
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for them by foreigners, and the trade generally, resembles that of 
the group of islands north-east of Timor, but is far more extensive. 
From M. Kolff’s description this is evidently one ol‘ the finest 
fields, both for the merchant and Ihe missionary, which can be 
found in any part of the world. 

Among the animals to be met with here is the Pilandok, or 
Arru rabbit, apparently a species of the kangaroo. It is larger 
than the common rabbit; head like that of a weazel, colour grey, 
fore feet very shqrt. and each foot has three toes provided with 
strong nails. These animals generally sit upright on tlieir hind 
legs, and do not run very fast. The natives tame them with 
facility, and allow them to run about their houses, from which 
they seldom wander. The flavour of tlieir flesh is agreeable. 

Sept. 8.—The brig left the Arms, and on the following day 
arrived at Vordate, the northernmost of the Timor Laut group. 
It is visible at a distance of more than twenty-four miles: it is 
alternately hilly and level, and thus may easily be distinguished 
from the neighbouring islands, which possess a more generally 
level appearance. The following day they anchored near Larrat, 
opposite to a picturesque-looking village, situated on a hill 
near the sea. A number of trading prahus, built on the island, 
were hauled up on the beach, and covered with thatched sheds. 
The Dutch were well received by the natives: they are fairer 
than the generality of the natives of these parts, and tlieir features 
bear a greater resemblance to those of Europeans than any of the 
natives of the Archipelago that M. Kolff bad met with: they are 
Fagans. The commerce is similar to that of the neighbouring 
islands, and is considerable. The year previous to the visit of 
M. Kolff, an English brig, which had arrived on the south-east 
part of the island to obtain provisions, was captured by the natives, 
and the crew murdered, with the exception of two youths, who 
were saved by tile women. One half of the crew were on shore 
at the tjine of the attack,*and the two youths who were saved 
were with them. Some unsuccessful efforts were made by M. 
Kolff to obtain them. They were on the opposite side of the 
island.* The natives supposed the English to be the Orang 
Gunung, or inland and barbarous inhabitants of the country in 
which the Dutch occupied the sea-eoast. This is by no means 
wonderful, when it is considered that the “ meteor flag of Britain” 

* This brig was probably the British colonial vessel Lady Nelson, which left 
the settlement on Melville Island to obtain provisions, and was never hem d of 
afterwards. Many other instances have doubtless occurred* in which our country¬ 
men have been victims to our ignorance respecting these islands and their inha¬ 
bitants. From a number of remarks scattered through this volume, there is every 
reason to believe that the Biitisli interests in this part of the world have by no means 
been placed on a better footing by the voyage of the Dourga. 
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never Waved among these islands, except from the peak of some 
half-manned and, perhaps, distressed merchant vessel. 

Sept. 30.—The Dourga left Timor Laut, and on the 8th of 
the following month arrived at Amboyna. 

April 5, 1826.—The Dourga again left Banda on a voyage 
to New Guinea. The Arru Islands and Timor Laut were again 
visited, and the south-west coast of New Guinea was traced, 
but at too great a distance for it to be well examined. A more 
accurate survey of the coast was subsequently effected by the 
corvette Triton.» M. Kolff gives the geographical positions of a 
few of the places visited during the last voyage; but these are not 
much to be depended upon, for the Triton, onboard which vessel 
were several chronometers and some good observers, found his 
positions incorrect. 


III. — Voyage autour du monde sur la Corvette le Seniavine, 
en 1826-29. Pur Frederic Lutke, Capitaine de Vaisseau de 
la Marine. Imp. Rime. St. Petersburg, 1835. 

Dtjtiing the course of the last fifteen years not less than fifteen 
Kussian ships of war have circumnavigated the globe ; out of 
which voyages the narratives of four only have hitherto been made 
public—namely, that of the Vostok (Orient), Captain Bellings¬ 
hausen, in 1819-21 ; the Ladoga, Captain A. Lazareff, in 1822- 
24 ; the Predpriatie (Enterprise), Captain Kotzebue, in 1823-26 ; 
and the voyage of which the following pages contain a brief 
analysis. 

Sept. 1, 1826, the corvettes Seniavine, Captain Lutke, and 
Moller, Captain Stanioukovitch, of the Russian navy, left Cron- 
stadt. After touching at Teneriffe and Rio de Janeiro, rounding 
Cape Horn (in lat. 6l° S.), and calling at Conception and Val¬ 
paraiso, the Seniavine crossed the Equator, going to the north¬ 
ward in 122° W. of Greenwich, and made no land till, on the 23rd 
June, 1827, she sighted Mount Edgecumbe, an extinct volcano 
rising 2800 feet above the sea, which marks the northern entrance 
into the Gulf of jSitkha, in the parallel of 57°, on the northern 
coast of America, and on the following day anchored off the settle¬ 
ment of Novo-Arkhangelsk, the residbnee of the Governor of the 
Russian colonies, whose jurisdiction extends over the Aleutian 
and Kurile islands, the population of which, in i 826, consisted of 
5000 islanders and 3700 Americans ; since the year 1792, the 
population had very materially decreased. This settlement con¬ 
tains about 800 persons, 400 of which are natives of the Aleutian 
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Isles. The Creoles, offspring of a Russian father and Aleutian 
mother, which, in 1830, amounted to 1000 persons, are a well- 
formed, active race of men. Fifteen vessels, with a burthen of 
2000 tons belong to the port, and dne vessel of 400 tons has been 
built here. A trade, chiefly in provisions, is kept up with Okhotsk, 
California, Sandwich Islands, &c.: fresh provisions, except fish, 
are very scarce. Here is a school for thirty Creole youths, who 
are educated at the public expense. 

The mean height of the barometer during 1828-9 was 29-71; 
of the thermometer, + 6.15 of Reaumur, or 42^ of Fahr. 

M. Liitke gives some curious details respecting the Kaloclies, 
the people who inhabit the north-west coast of America, from 
the parallel of 40° to 00° N. lat., accompanied by some very 
characteristic sketches of them, by M. Postels, which give a far 
better idea of them than any description. (Plates 5 and Ci.) He 
also states that one of the chiefs had voluntarily resolved to em¬ 
brace Christianity. 

Aug. 1 . —The Seniavinc sailed for Oonalaska. At Tloaloak, 
the principal place of this section of the Aleutian Isles, are about 
twelve Russians and twenty Aleutians. A very intelligent pastor. 
Father John Voniaminoff, who had resided here for many years, 
had translated the Catechism into the Aleutian language, printed 
at St. Petersburg in 1834, and had made many converts among 
the islanders, all of whom, indeed, profess Christianity, and since 
the time of Cook have much advanced in civilization. Twenty 
boys were at school here in 1827. Captain Liitke gives a short 
vocabulary of the language. The island will afford beef, vege¬ 
tables and water—everything but wood. The climate is damp 
but not cold: mean temperature + 3.5 of Reaumur. 

On quitting Oonalaska the Seniavinc directed her course to the 
north-west, towards the islands Pribyloff and St. Matthew. 

Sept. 1.—A lovely morning: discovered a magnificent pano¬ 
rama of all the land by which we were surrounded. To the 
eastward at the distance of sixty-five miles we saw the island of 
Oonimak with its enormous volcanoes; one of them, Chichaldinsk, 
whose form is that of a regular cone, appeared at this distance 
entirely isolated; a whitish smoke arose from its suminit, which 
we determined to be 8088 English feet above the sea. The volcano 
of Makouchinsk, on the island «f Oonalaska, whose flattened 
summit has only some slyirp peaks at its western end,* does not 
offer so striking an aspect as the volcanoes of Oonimak. Smoke 
rose from a plateau covered with snow; its elevation, according 
to our measurements, is 5491 feet, and the height of the limit of 
snow on the mountain 3517 feet. Dr. Chamisso states it at from 
2000 to 2500 feet; but the island of Alcoutane, whose height we 
found to be 3337 feet, was entirely free from snow. 
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The •■following morning wc saw the island of St. George, the 
aspect of which is very uniform : its height above the sea may be 
SOO feet. 

The islands of St. George, St. Paul, and some other small ones 
belonging to this group, are generally called the Pribyloff Islands, 
after the name of the pilot who discovered them in 1786. The 
island of St. Paul is volcanic, to judge by the great quantity of 
lava and pumice-stone found there; St. George, on the contrary, 
is composed of granite and gneiss. They are both covered with 
moss, but destitute of wood. On St. Paul are now eleven 
Russians and 150 Aleutians; on St. George, six Russians and 
seventy-five Aleutians. 

The chief occupation of the inhabitants of this group is in 
hunting sea-otters, sea-lions, and seals; and in the forty-two years 
since their discovery more than three millions of sea-bear skins 
have been taken ; such indiscriminate slaughter, as might have 
been expected, has nearly annihilated these animals on the Priby¬ 
loff Islands. 

St. Matthew Island, so named by Lieutenant Sindt in 1766, and 
afterwards Gore Island by Cook in 1778, who determined its 
position, is twenty-eight miles long from N.VV. to S.K.; its south¬ 
ern point. Cape Upright of Cook, is in 60° 18' N. 172° 4 1 W. of 
Greenwich; it is composed of hills of moderate height, sepa¬ 
rated by deep valleys, which at a distance give it the appearance 
of several islands. Pinnacle Island, sixteen miles and a half to the 
W.S.W. of Cape Upright, rises 300 feet above the sea to a crest 
so sharp that a bird only could perch on it. On St. Matthew, in 
1809, was found micaceous schist, iron pyrites, silicious stones, and 
fragments of stone dispersed over the island, showing traces of 
volcanic action. Cape Upright shows distinct stratification. No 
wood is found here. 

The autumn approaching, the Seniavine steered for Kamt- 
cliatka, touching at Behring Island, where were found 11Q inha¬ 
bitants, Russians, Creoles, and Aleutians. 

Sept. 24.—Made for the bay of Avatcha, and owing to the 
thickness of tlie fog only saw the snowy summit of the volcano of 
Vilinutchmslc , which, as a phantom, appeared and disappeared 
several times in the course of the day, and on the following day 
ancliored in the harbour of Petao-pavlofsky, where she remained 
till the encl of October. 

Nov. 1.—Sailed for the Caroline Islands: in our route we 
passed over (lat. 28? 9', long. 128° W.) the position assigned in 
the American charts to the island of Colunas, and sought an entire 
day for it in that parallel, but in vain. We sought in like manner 
for Dexter Island and St. Bartholomew without more success. 

Dec. 4.—We discovered the island of Ualan in the west, at the 
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distance of forty-five miles, and on tlie lOtli anchored in the har¬ 
bour of the Coquille, where we remained three weeks. 

Caroline Islands. —With this extensive group of islands, 
reaching between the parallels of 3i° and 9j° north, over nearly 
30° of longitude, from Current Island, or Pulo Anna, on the west, 
to Ualan on the cast, we were very imperfectly acquainted in detail 
till shortly previous to this voyage, when Captain Duperrey, in the 
Coquille, in 1824, ran through their whole extent from east to west, 
discovering inaq) small islands, and surveying in detail the island 
of Ualan. However, in this great space he lcft # an ample harvest 
for the Russian navigator, who, in his subsequent examination of 
this group, followed a regular plan, visiting each group of islands 
and each island belonging to this archipelago, and thus obtaining a 
complete acquaintance with their geographical position, and much 
information relative to the manners and customs of their inha¬ 
bitants, and a short vocabulary of their language ; also an account 
of the structure and natural history of the islands, from the ob¬ 
servations of the naturalists of the expedition, M. Alexandre Pos- 
tels. Dr. Mertcns, and the Baron Kittlitz. 

Ualan. —The easternmost of this group is 24 miles in circum¬ 
ference ; a valley between two masses of mountains stretching 
from east to west, dh ides the island into two unequal parts, of 
which the southern is more than double that to the north. On 
the latter rises Mount Buache, 18,54 feet above the sea. To the 
south Mount Crozer has an elevation of 180’7 feet. With tlie 
exception of the peaks on the latter, the whole island from the 
sea to the summit is covered with wood overrun with climbing 
plants; streams of water abound in all directions. Yet with all 
this moisture the climate does not seem *to be unhealthy; the 
population as given by one of the chiefs about 800, without count¬ 
ing children. The people are rather below the middle size, well 
made but slight—hospitable, peaceful, and kind in their manners. 
The JJrovscs, or chiefs,*reside all together in one small town; 
they are implicitly obeyed by the people—they have no musical 
instruments—the colour of the skin of both sexes is chestnut— 
the women not pretty—they bore the lobes of their ears and in¬ 
sert bouquets of flowers and odoriferous herbs full two inches in 
thickness; yet, as a singular contrast to this simple and elegant 
fast* 1 , they are extremely dirty, atod constantly devour the vermin 
from their persons—they*wear a necklace, or rather bolster, from 
four to five inches thick, made of the cocoa-nut fibres—the women 
are prohibited from dancing. Both sexes jinoint the body with 
oil, and tatoo themselves irregularly; their pirogues are from 2.5 to 
30 feet long, made out of a single breadfruit tree. 

Their ideas of religion, from want of understanding their lan¬ 
guage, were not easily to be comprehended. They appeared to 
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venerate a deity named Sitel-Mazuenziap; possibly a deified 
chieftain who, they said, had two wives and four children; but 
neither temples, morals, nor idols were erected to him. In one 
corner of each house was placed a thin wand from four to five 
feet long, as a sort of household god, to whom offerings were 
made ; and occasionally some ceremony was gone through which 


was considered religious. Captain Liitke thinks there are traces 
in their language and ceremonies of communication with the 
Japanese. 

tJalan would serve as an excellent place of refreshment for 
whalers cruising ®in these scas„ A fair harbour, a good climate, 
and a mild people—abundance of water, fruit, and fish, with some 
birds—no animal food ; but some pigs left by the Seniavine may, 
at a future day, supply shipping with pork. The centre of the 
island is situated in 5° 19 / N., 1(>3° ()' E. of Greenwich. 


January 4th, 1828, the Seniavine crossed the magnetic equator 
in 4° 7' lat., I(i2° 57' E. long. On the 10th sought in vain for two 
small islands, marked on Arrowsmith’s chart in 5° 12' N. long., 
11)0° 55' E. ; and on the 13th, with as little success, the Mus- 


grave islands, in Krusenstein’s chart in (i° 12' N., 159° 13' E. 
At daylight on the 14th, much to their surprise, they discovered 
a large and lofty island close ahead ; this, although lying close to 
the tracks of Tompson, Dupcrrey, and several others, had never 
yet been noticed. On examination, it proved to be the group 
now named Seniavine, consisting of three groups, extending be¬ 
tween 6° 43' and 7° ()' N. lat. and 1,58° and 138^-° E. long. 
Pouynipete, the chief island, is nearly circular, and 30 miles in 
circuit. Its culminating point, Monte Santo, rises 2861 feet 
above the sea ;* the N.W. cape of the island is remarkable by a 
precipitous basaltic rock about 1000 feet high. On the southern 
coast is a distinct mass of isolated basalt resembling a lighthouse. 
The island is surrounded, to the distance of two miles, by a 
coral reef, within f which are many small islets. Pouynipete is 
covered with verdure; few habitations are visible along the 4 coast, 
but to judge from the numerous canoes that came off to the ship, 
the population cannot be less than 2000. The natives differ 
from those of IJalan, and approach more nearly to the Papuas; 
they are a small race of men, but fierce and resolute in their 
actions. The group Andemadics 12 miles to the S.W., and 
Kapenuare *20 miles to the N.W. of Pouynipete, each surrounded 
by a coral reef. In lat. 7° 18', long. 158° O', we searched for the 
island of St. Augustin, of Captain Freycinet’s chart, but without 
success. January 24,f in lat. 3° 47i', long. J57° 30', we saw 


* Visible 65 miles.—Ed. 

+ It must be observed that there is the difference of twelve days, from old to new 
style, between the text and the chart of the Caroline Islands throughout.—Ed, 
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Los Valientes, of Tompson in 1772 (Nyaryk of the natives), 
eight low coral islands, 22 miles in circuit—with, appafently, a 
population of only 30 people. February 3. Examined the group 
of Matlock islands (179<>), Lugunor of the natives, composed of 
three groups of coral islands, 90 in number. Lugunor, the most 
eastern group, is 18 miles in circuit. February 14. Determined 
the island Quirosa of the Spanish pilot, and Hogoleu , of Du- 
perrey, to be called by the natives Hong. February 16. Exa¬ 
mined the island marked Anonymous on our maps, and found it to 
be inhabited, dnd to be the eastern islet, named Piserar , of a 
coral group 4 6 miles in extent, connected by «. reef, and called 
Namonuito : from this place the Senfltvinc went to Guahan, of 
the Marianne islands, for provisions and water, and to refit. 
March 20. Returned to the Caroline islands, 1 and examined the 
group of Swede’s island, or Namourak ; thence to the westward 
to the group Faroilap, Tfalouk, and Onleai (the 13 isles of Wilson), 
composed of 22 islands, and 15 miles in circuit. April 9- The 
Semarine made sail for Kamtchalka, touched at the islands of 
Bonin-Sima, a basaltic group not exceeding 900 feet in height, 
surveyed the year previous by Captain Beechey, and again 
anchored at Petro-pavlofsky, whence, after a stay of three weeks, 
the corvette steered along the coast to the N.E., fixing the po¬ 
sitions of the various capes and headlands, which differed much 
from all former charts. On the morning of the 28th June, ‘Mvc 
saw at once the volcanoes of Avatcliinsky, Koriatsky, JoupanoflT. 
and Kronotsky, the two former at 82 miles, the latter at 08 miles’ 
distance. Kronotsky, like Villioutchinsky, has the form of a 
regular cone, but seems rather less steep than the latter. On its 
left is a flat-topped mountain, and close to it a sharp peak, pro¬ 
bably the same that were shaken at the time of the passage of 
the mountain Chevalutsk from its former to its present position.* 
The altitude of Kronotsky, carefully taken, made the elevation of 
this extinct volcano 10,610 feet above the sea, or a little higher 
than Etna. We now saw it at a distance of 95 miles, and on our 
return at 120 miles, very distinctly. Beyond Cape Kronotsky 
mountains began to show themselves in the distance towards the 
north, among which it was not difficult to recognize the gigantic 
volcano of Kamchatskoi. At the enormous distance of 104 miles it 
subtended an angle of 50j'. The measurement w r as very exactly 
made, whence it results that its ncight is 16,512 feet, f Its form 
is that of a cone slightly truncated.” July 5. Examined the 
island of Karaghinsky, which, with the adjoining coast, had not 
been seen by any known navigator except#Sindt. Behring only 
saw one point through a fog: it is hardly necessary to say that 

* See Description of Kamtclmtka by Kracheninmckoff. 

f Dr. Krmau found its height to be 15,766 English feet. 




380 


Captain Lutke’s Voyage round the World. 

9 

its outline on tlic maps had no shadow of resemblance. This 
island was inhabited by upwards of 100 Koriaks in the middle of 
tlic last century; it is now quite abandoned. Here in the 
parallel of 60°, at Cape Ilpinsky, is the lowest and narrowest part 
of the isthmus, about 70 miles wide, which forms the northern 
limit of the peninsula of Kamtchatka; the mountains lose them¬ 
selves in small hills. From tliis point the corvette steered direct 
for Behring’s Strait, and on the 28th anchored in the bay of St. 
Lawrence, only 30 miles to the southward of the east cape of 
Asia, and in lat. 65° 36',—the most northern point reached. 
During a week’s Stay they saw much of the Chukchis, and found 
them a friendly, good-natured, dirty people. Returning to the 
southward, they discovered the Strait Seniavine in 64° 4 5' IV. 
between two islands and thejnainland, forming excellent ports: 
the surrounding mountains arc steep, but <lo not rise above 
1500 feet—they assume a circular form, and are chiefly of 
syenite. From the bay of St. Lawrence they stood to the west¬ 
ward into the gulf of Anadyr, and surveyed the bay of St. Croix, 
which extends north and south upwards of GO miles: at the bot¬ 
tom of the bay a lofty mountain chain extends in an east and 
west direction, doubtless connected with the principal chain of 
this continent; one of its most remarkable points, Matatchiugai, 
rises 8G15 feet. Here were no traces of petrifactions, or of 
recent volcanic action. 

The whole of the 11th chapter of Captain Liitke’s narrative 
is devoted to a detailed and very interesting description of the 
Chukchis, the race who inhabit the north-eastern extremity of 
Asia, but which we regret that we have not space to extract. He 
is of opinion that they, are far from being the turbulent people 
they have been described by authors. The description is ren¬ 
dered doubly valuable from being illustrated by excellent por¬ 
traits of the natives, by M. Postels. (See plates 33 and 34.) 

The peninsula of *Kam tchatka, as is weHl known, is celebrated 
for its volcanoes, or Sopki; between the parallels of Cape^Lo- 
patka (51° 3' IV.) and the bay of Avatcha (53°) five isolated and 
conical summits, some still emitting smoke, rise proudly above 
the rugged chain of mountains which stretch in a N.E. and S.W. 
direction. To the N.E. of the bay of Avatcha, as far as the 
parallel 5G£°, eight other volcanoes are occasionally active. Of 
these thirteen Sopki, all the names, aijd some of the heights, 
arc given, as determined by Captain Liitke :— 

Lat. N. Height in 

< 0 r Kng. feet. 

YilutchmskaTa - - 52 43^ - 6150* 

Avatchinskai'a - - 53 17 - 8760 


* Becchey, in 1826, made it 7 374.—See Blossom's Voyage, vol. ii. p. 668. 
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Koriatskaia - 


Lat. N. 

U / 

- 53 19 

Height in 
Eng. feet. 

11215 

Jupanovskaia 

- 

- 53 35.V 

9060 

Kronotskai'a 

- 

- ‘ 54 8 ~ 

10025 

Klutchefskaia 

- 

5G 8 

16512 


The greater part of these volcanoes are on the eastern side of 
the peninsula, and nearly in a direct south-west and north-east 
line. From the promontory Lopatka the Kurile Isles stretch in 
the same south-west direction; and in this chain are found eight 
volcanoes, some of which are active, and thus this series extends 
over nearly ten degrees of latitude, and perhaps is connected with 
the Japanese islands, in which we know there are volcanoes in 
activity. 

After five weeks spent in the harbour of Peter and Paul, the 
Seniavine sailed on the lltli of November for Manila, recon¬ 
noitring on her way those of the Caroline Islands which she had 
not before visited; and, in an able summary in the 13th chapter, 
the population of the whole group is estimated at 9000 persons. 

Dec. 10.—Discovered and examined the group Mourileu , com¬ 
posed of nine islands, surrounded by a coral reef, lying in a north¬ 
east and south-west direction, for forty miles : its centre in latitude 
8° 40' N., long. 152° 8' IS. 

Dec. 20.—Sighted the coral island of Feds, and the following 
day made the Mackenzie Islands (XIhi thy of the natives), com¬ 
posed of two groups—one of five islets, uninhabited; the other 
of twenty-five islands, on one of which (Folalop) , a century ago, 
the Spanish Jesuit Padre Cantova planted a mission, and on the 
neighbouring isle of Moymoy, in 1732, fell a martyr to his zeal. 
Unfortunately time would not permit the Seniavine to go to 
this island, although in sight , to learn, after the lapse of a century, 
what had been the result of the missionary’s devoted ness—an 
object, one would imagine, well worth the delay of a few days 
or even of a week. On the following day the Seniavine shaped her 
course for Manila, where she arrived on the 13th of January, and 
ultimately at Cronstadt in September, 1829, after an absence of 
three years and five days. 

The chief results of this expedition are— 

In Geography. —The determination of* the positions of the 
chief points on the eastern coast of Kamtcbatka, of* the country 
of the Koriaks and of the Chukchis, from the bay of Avatcha to 
the north-east point of Asia; also of the islands Karagliinsk, 
St. Matthew, Pribyloff, &c., in Behring’s Sea.—The archipelago 
of the Carolines examined, from the island of Ualan on the east, 
to the group of Uluthy on the west, twelve islands discovered; 
and twenty-six detached groups or islands described; as also the 
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islands of Bonin-Sima.—The corvette Moller, consort of the 
Seniavin'e, had in the mean time discovered Moller island, in 
25° 46' N., 171° 50’ W., and examined the chain of islands and 
reefs which extend north-west-from the Sandwich islands. She 
discovered also a dangerous reef six miles S.S.W. of Lisianslcy 
Isle; and afterwards surveyed the north-western shore of the 
peninsula of Atiaska. The geographical portion is illustrated by 
various plans, charts, views of headlands, &c. ; and especially an 
excellent chart of Behring’s Sea. 

In Physics. —Experiments with the invariable pendulum, made 
at nine stations: magnetic experiments; hourly observations on 
the barometer and thermometer. 

In Natural History. —Rich collections in each branch of 
zoology, including 300 species of birds, 300 of fish, 700 of insects, 
and 1.50 Crustacea;.—In Botany, 2,500 specimens of dried plants; 
and of ahjee. —In Mineralogy, 330 specimens of rocks, from the 
various points touched at by the corvette. 

In Ethnography. —A vocabulary of upwards of 200 words and 
phrases, besides the numerals, in four dialects of the language of 
the Caroline Islands, compared with several other dialects of 
Polynesia; also descriptions and portraits of the Chukclds, the 
Korials, the natives of the Caroline groups, &c. &c., and one 
Bughi, of the Celebes, the only published portrait, that we are 
aware of, of this little known people: a collection of costumes, 
arms, ornaments, &c. 

In the course of the voyage 1250 drawings have been made; 
some of which give an excellent idea of the characteristic vegeta¬ 
tion of a tropical clime. 

The third volume of the work is the joint production of Dr. 
Mertens, M. Postels, and Baron Kittlitz, naturalists to the expe¬ 
dition, and contains much valuable information on geology and 
natural history.—May every expedition for discovery that leaves 
Europe be supplied .with as zealous naturalists as those embarked 
on board the Seniavinc ! • 

We have the gratification to add, that for this voyage, the 
Demidoff premium has, by the Academy of Sciences at St. 
Petersburg, been conferred upon Captain (now Rear-Admiral) 
Liitke. 
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IV.— Verhaal nan eene Keize naar en langs de zvid-west hunt 
van Nieuw Guinea, gedaan in 1828, door Z. M. Corvet Triton, 
en Z. M. Coloniale schoener de frit, door'J. Modera, Lieut, 
ter Zee, van de tweede Klasse. Haarlem, 1830. 

Narrative of a Voyage along the SJV. Coast of New Guinea, 
in 1828, and communicated by G. Windsor Earl, Esq., 
M.R.A.S. 

In the dearth, of information respecting the vast island of New 
Guinea, extending from the Equator to 10° S. # lat., and reaching 
in a N.W. and S.E. direction not less than 1200 geographical 
miles, or double the length of the British Islands, we are glad to 
avail ourselves of the account of a voyage undertaken by order of 
the Netherlands Government, to establish a settlement on some 
convenient spot on the W. coast of the island, and during which 
voyage the greater portion of the S.W. coast was surveyed, the 
general trending only of which had been previously ascertained. 

A brief sketch of the progress of discovery on these shores may 
furnish a suitable introduction to this voyage. The Portuguese 
claim the discovery of New Guinea for Abreu and Serrano, 
who were despatched from Malacca to the Spice Islands, by 
Albuquerque, in 1511. Abreu, however, proceeded no farther 
than Amboyna, and Serrano was wrecked on one of the neigh¬ 
bouring islands; so that it is not likely that either of them could 
have discovered New Guinea, although they might have heard of 
its existence from the natives of Amboyna. The discovery may, 
with more justice, be attributed to Alvaro de Saavedra, who was 
sent from the Moluccas on a voyage of discovery to the eastward 
in 1527- Many of the bays and headlands on the north coast 
were named by the Portuguese, and these were retained in a 
Dutch chart published at Amsterdam as late as 1753. In 1537, 
the north coast w'as visited by Grijalva and Alvarado, two Spa¬ 
niards, who had been *sent on discovery from Mexico by Cortez; 
and again, in 1567, by Mendaua, who, in 1595, attempted to 
colonize the island of Santa Cruz, 18° to the eastward of New 
Guinea, but the settlement was broken up at his death. 

The above-mentioned voyages were confined to the north coast. 
In 1606, ten years after their arrival in the Indian Archipelago, 
the Dutch despatched a vessel,* called th£ Duyflien, from Ban¬ 
tam to New Guinea. She passed along the south-west coast, and 
stretched across to Australia, which was considered to be merely 
a continuation of the coast of New Guinea. In the same year, 
Torres, after having separated from Quiros, near Vera Cruz, 
passed between New Guinea and Australia; thus discovering the 
strait which bears his name. In 16 J 6 , the north coast was traced 
by Schouten and Lc Mairc, and several Dutch navigators followed 
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the track of the Duyfhen; Carstens in 1623, Gerard Pool in 
1636, and Tasman (second voyage) in 1644. Carstens and Pool 
were both killed by the natives of New Guinea, and as two 
rivers on the north-west coast are named in the old charts Dood- 
slagers, or “ Murderers’ ” Rivers, they probably met their death 
in the vicinity. The positions assigned to these rivers agree pretty 
well with the IJtanata and False Utanata rivers visited by the 
Triton. All these last-named navigators fell into the same error 
as the people of the Duyflien in supposing that New Guinea 
was united to Australia; and these countries were thus repre¬ 
sented in all charts published previous to the year 1762, when an 
original letter of Torres, describing his proceedings after parting 
with Quiros, was found by the llritisli at the taking of Ma¬ 
nilla.* 

It does not appear that any voyager of note comes between 
Tasman and Dumpier, although the west coast was probably 
sometimes visited by the Dutch. In 1700, Dumpier, in the 
Roebuck, touched at Sabuda Island, near the west coast of New 
Guinea; and, passing through the strait between Wayjiu and 
Rattanta, sailed round New lJritain, and discovered the strait 
which divides it from New Guinea. He then passed If) the 
westward, along the north coast of the latter island. Roggeveen, 
Carteret, and Bougainville, subsequently pursued nearly the same 
track along the north coast. Cook touched on the south-west 
coast in 1770, but he remained a very short time, and had no 
friendly communication with the natives. 

In 1774, Captain Forest, K.I.C.S., performed a voyage from 
Balambangan to New Guinea, visiting Dori Harbour at the 
north-west end; and, from his being able to converse with the 
natives through his knowledge of the Malay language, his narra¬ 
tive, although little more than a single chapter is devoted to the 
mainland of IS ew Guinea, contains more correct information, par¬ 
ticularly concerning "ihe manners and customs of the natives, than 
any work published previous to the voyage of the Triton.f In 
179F Lieutenant M f Cluer, of the Indian navy, surveyed the 
north-west and part of the western coasts, and discovered the deep 
inlet which nearly divides the north-west end of the island. His 
charts only have been published. Several French navigators, 
among whom are D’Entrecasteaux:, Duperrey, and D’Urville, have 
also visited the eastern and northern coasts. 

It now remains to mention the parts of New Guinea which 
have been w r ell surveyed, and those which are yet to be examined. 

* By Dalrymple, apd published in his Collection of Voyages to the South Seas. 

f An account of a voyage to New Guinea, by M. Sonnerut, hud been published in 
Paris a iuw years before the appearance of Forest’s work: but the latter states that 
M. Sonnerat went no farther than Gibbi, an island near the cast end of Gilolo. M. 
Sonnerat does not say precisely where he went to. 
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The north-west and western coasts, from the Cape pf Good 
Hope to the south point of M'Cluev’s Inlet, have been surveyed 
by Lieutenant M'Clucr. From this point, southward, to the Fort 
Du Bus, in lat. 3° 41' S., an extent of about f70 miles, the shore 
is much broken, and has only been indistinctly seen. The south¬ 
ern coast, from Fort Du Bus to Dourga Strait, has been surveyed 
by the Triton; and, in 1835, Lieutenant Kool, of the Dutch 
navy, passed through the above-named strait, and thus determined 
what had only been suspected by the people of the Triton, that 
the land abouf Cape Valschc (False Cape) is an island. Be¬ 
tween the south entrance of the strait, or whaf has hitherto been 
termed the Bartholomew River, and tlio eastern boundary of the 
territory taken possession of by the Dutch (in long. 141° K.), an 
extent of 140 miles, the land has not even been seen. Of the 
remainder of the south coast little is known ; and it cannot be 
determined whether the detached pieces of land seen by the 
Ilormuzeer and other ships, when passing Torres Straits, are 
actually portions of the mainland, or merely islands lying near it, 
—a point of immense importance, when the great danger attend¬ 
ing the navigation of Torres Straits is taken into consideration. 

We are indebted to French navigators—to D'Fntrecasteaux, 
and especially to Duperrey, in 1825, and Dumont D’Urville, in 
1827, for the chief part of the knowledge we possess of the north¬ 
east coast. The positions of many headlands have been determined; 
but 400 miles of the north-eastern coast-line, between Fort 
Geelvink on the north, and Cape Rodney to the south-east, 
remain to be thoroughly examined. Gcelvink’s. or the Great Bay, 
has been surveyed by the Dutch, and a chart of their discoveries, 
from which we have our knowledge of tlio bay, was published by 
Dalrymplc. 


April 21 , 1828, the corvette Triton, and the Colonial schooner 
Iris, J eft the Bay of Amboyna, and shaped their course for Banda, 
where they were to obtain interpreters, and on the 29th, their wants 
being supplied, they continued their voyage. Tlie following day, 
being driven to the south-west of Banda, they saw Bird Island;* 
the position of which they found to differ considerably from that 
assigned to it in the charts of Norie and Arrowsmitb, which 
they had on board, together with one constructed by M. Kolff, in 
1825. On the 4tli of May, they passed through the group of 
islands which stretch from the Keys to Ceram, and which, until 
then, formed the eastern boundary of the Dutch Oriental posses¬ 
sions. The people of these islands carry on a trade with the south¬ 
west coast of New Guinea. May 7> they entered the channel be- 


* For geographical positions, see the annexed Table. 
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tween tfye Key and Arru islands; and, on the 20th, made the 
coast of New Guinea, in lat. 7° 15'S. The following day the 
vessels entered the Dourga Strait,* the north-west entrance of 
which had been discovered by‘M. Kolff in 1825, and anchored 
off the mouth of a creek on the north shore. As the stock of 
fresh water began to run short, a boat was despatched to the 
creek; but as it was high water when they entered it, the water 
was brackish. The banks were low and morassy, the water 
standing upon it to the depth of two or three feet. The whole of 
the coast, indeed, that they had hitherto seen,’was but little 
raised above the f level of high-water mark ; the trees with 
which the land was overgrown presented a level appearance, 
and not a single hill or piece of elevated land was visible. 

The following day several natives were seen near the mouth of 
the creek, and a boat was sent to them from the corvette; and 
after having friendly communication for some time a quarrel 
occurred, in which three of the natives were killed, and some of 
the boat’s crew wounded. These people were of the middle 
size, and not very stout. Their skins were black, with a bluish 
gloss, and some were afflicted with ulcers, and a disease which 
gave a scaly appearance to their skin. They had thick lips, flat 
noses, black frizzled hair like that of negroes, beards and whis¬ 
kers. Some had marks drawn with red pigment across the face 
and round the mouth. The lobes of their ears were pierced, and 
in them they wore rings of rattan. The men were entirely naked, 
with the exception of a broad band of rushes round their waists, 
the ends hanging down behind. Their weapons were bows, 
arrows, and spears, made of different kinds of cane, with points 
of wood hardened by* fire. The two women whom they saw 
wore small triangular pieces of bark hanging down before them. 
They did not approach sufficiently near to be well observed, but 
their appearance was by no means prepossessing. 

The vessels now proceeded about twenty-five miles further up 
the strait, the shores still being extremely low, and no high land 
could be seen even from the mast-head. ‘ Parties landed in vari¬ 
ous spots, where they met with no inhabitants.. On digging pits 
they found the upper stratum of black vegetable earth to be only 
one foot thick : under this was a layer of grey clay from three to 
five feet in thickness, which rested on brown coral sand. Pieces 
of quartz, ironstone, and pumice-stone were found scattered 
about on the beach. No place adapted for the settlement having 
been met with, the vessels left the strait, and proceeded along 
shore to the N.W. u 

May 28. They saw a village in latitude 6° 17' S., the same 

* It is called the Dourga River by M. Modera, as it was not correctly ascertained 
to he a strait until the schooner Postilion passed through it in 1835. 
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that was seen by Cook during his first voyage. On the 29th a 
shoal was met with, in latitude 6° S., and on the following day the 
Providential Bank was seen. 

June 2. After having traced the coabt (of 230 miles to the 
north-west of Dourga Strait, the vessels anchored off the mouth 
of False Utanata river, in latitude 4° 48' S. A bar of sand, on 
which there was a heavy surf, ran across the mouth of the river. 
N umbers of natives were seen on the beach, waving white flags, 
and several canoes were launched by them; but although the 
vessels remained on and off several days, they did not communi¬ 
cate with the natives, owing to a want of confidence on both sides. 
Men were occasionally seen on the beach, waiving short pieces of 
wood in the air, from which issued something resembling smoke, 
instruments which puzzled Cook’s people so much, and made 
them suppose that the natives possessed fire-arms.* These they 
afterwards found to be short pieces of bamboo, which contained a 
mixture of lime, sand, and ashes, and which was ejected by 
swinging the instruments in the air. They were apparently used 
for the purpose of making signals to their friends at % distance. 

June 8. They pursued their voyage to the north-west, and on 
the following day a number of people belonging to a river some 
distance to the westward came off to the vessels in canoes. They 
readily bartered their weapons and ornaments for pieces of cloth, 
old clothes, knife blades, beads, and empty bottles ; but the two 
former articles were most in demand. The chiefs were dressed 
somewhat in the Malay fashion, winch proved that they had had 
communication with the Ceramese. On the 11th the vessels 
arrived at the river to which these people belonged. It was 
called the Utanata river, and bore mucf) resemblance to the 
False Utanata. They remained here until the 22nd in uninter¬ 
rupted harmony with the natives, who assisted them in cutting 
wood and filling up water. The natives here differed little from the 
people of Dourga Strait, except in being of superior make and 
statuia (the majority were above the middle size), and somewhat 
further advanced in civilization. Each of the natives appeared to 
wish to ornament himself in a manner different from his neigh¬ 
bour. They wore rings of rattan and strings of hogs’-teeth on 
their necks, arms, rtnd legs, and many had the cartilages of their 
noses bored, wearing pieces of stick or bone in the aperture. 
Their teeth were generally sharpened to points. The men had 
wales across their breasts'and bellies, and on their arms. These 
had been made by cutting the flesh with stones, and afterwards 
burning it, so that when the wounds healed, Wales were raised to 


* In Cook’d Voyages it is stated that fire as well as smoke issued from these 
weapon*, as they were supposed to be. 

VOL. VII. .2d 
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the thickness of the finger.* The greater portion of them resided 
in one long house, 100 feet in length, 5 feet high, and 6 broad, 
situated on the shore, within the mouth of the river. It contained 
nineteen doors, one'for each family. The frame was constructed 
of bamboo, and the walls and roof were covered with thatch. 
Their canoes were from thirty to sixty feet long, and the men 
stood up to row. Their weapons consisted of bows, arrows, 
spears, and clubs, which last, together with their paddles, were 
handsomely carved. Their domestic animals consisted of hogs 
and dogs, but their food was chiefly sago, fish, and turtles’ eggs. 
They possessed Also plantains, cocoa-nuts, papayas, nutmegs, 
breadfruit, and large lemons, which they readily gave in exchange 
for cloth. To judge from the report of one of the chiefs, who 
named no less than thirty-five villages in his neighbourhood, the 
population must be considerable. The natives, on hearing that 
the Dutch were about to settle on the coast, were anxious that 
they should fix themselves here: but as the river, although clear 
and capacious inside the heads, had a bar across the entrance, 
which rendered it difficult of access to ships of burden, tlicir 
offer was declined. The coast hitherto had been extremely low; 
but here a range of high mountains, generally enveloped in clouds, 
and on which some thought they could distinguish snow, ap¬ 
peared far in the interior, running nearly east and west, one end 
of the range terminating in Cape Bouro, a bluff promontory about 
eighty miles to the W.N.W. of the Utanata river. 

June 22. The vessels left the river, and pursued their voyage. 
On the 27th they saw a number of high islands, close to the 
coast, and entered a strait between one of them and the main¬ 
land, where they were, boarded by the chief of the island Aidnma , 
who conducted them to a small cove on the north part of it, on 
the shores of which his village was situated. At the head of the 
cove a beautiful and fertile Valley, bounded on each side by steep 
hills, stretched towards the interior. Iq it was a Malay house, 
which several years previously had been occupied by a Cernmese 
priest, who had converted the natives to Mohammedanism. The 
Dutch had some thought of making their settlement here, but 
they found that the fort would be overlooked from the hills on 
each side of the valley, and would therefore be insecure. Several 
beautiful valleys, both on thf maiidand and on the adjacent 
islands, were examined and disapproved of for the same reason. 
At length, an extensive piece of marshy'ground, at the bottom of 
a large land-locked bay on the mainland, was fixed on for the site 
of the fort, and a party from each vessel, together with the in¬ 
tended garrison, commenced clearing away the thick forest, and 

* In this and in many other of their customs, and also in their general appear¬ 
ance, they bear a striking resemblance to the natives of Australia. 
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erecting the buildings, the natives bringing them abundance of 
bamboos and thatch. Two officers were sent to stfrvey the 
neighbouring coasts, and towards the end of August the fort, 
which was merely a square enclosure of 'Stakes, surrounding a few 
huts, was completed ; but by this time the greater portion of the 
crew were laid up with the jungle fever, which was caused by the 
extreme insalubrity of the position. The marshy ground on which 
the fort was built, and which, owing to the denseness of the forest, 
(previous to its being cleared,) had never been reached by 
the sun, engendered miasma, not readily dissipated by the wind, 
as the bay, from being perfectly land-locked, was sheltered from 
the sea breeze. 

Immediately behind the fort rose a wooded mountain to a 
height of 2462 English feet. The soil in the vicinity was very 
rich, and many of the vegetable productions were of a valuable 
description. Among these were the Massoy trees, the bark of 
which is much valued by the people of the Archipelago, and is 
often used medicinally. Iron wood and ebony were found in 
great abundance, some of the trees being five feet in diameter: 
sago and cocoa-nut trees, with other palms were also numerous; 
together with plantains, lemons, papayas, nutmegs, jamboes, 
pumpkins, and yams. Several species of the kangaroo were met 
with, together with birds of paradise, crown pigeons, kingfishers, 
and other birds. It was ascertained that cassowaries also existed 
on the island. The sea abounded with fish, and alligators occa¬ 
sionally made their appearance in the bay. 

The high islands near this part of the coast appeared to have 
been separated from the mainland by a convulsion of nature. 
Two shocks of an earthquake were felt while the vessels were 
leaving the harbour to return.* 

Two different races of people inhabited this part of the island, 
the Papuas, or negroes, who occupied the coast, and the Arafuras, 
or inhabitants of the inferior, the latter being under a sort of sub¬ 
jection to the former. The inhabitants of the coast and the 
adjacent islands were inferior in stature and personal appearance 
to the people of Utanata, who were the finest race of men met 
with on the coast. In other respects there was little difference 
between them, except that the people near tho settlement, from 
having had more communication with the JCeramese, had. aban¬ 
doned many of their own customs, and adopted those of their 
visitors. Their chiefs ‘dressed in the Malay fashion, but the 
poorer classes wore no other dress than a piece of cloth, some¬ 
times made of the husk of the cocoa-nut,* wrapped round the 
waist, one end being brought between the legs, and fastened be- 

* Schouten and Lemaire experienced a severe shock of an earthquake while 
sailing along the north coast. New Guinea contains several volcanoes. 

2 U 2 
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hind. Many wore bracelets of beads and strings of hogs’-teeth, 
but none'had their noses bored. Their woolly hair was frizzed 
out by means of a bamboo comb. The women were very seldom 
seen. * , 

No data are given from which we can learn the exact amount 
of population; but to judge from the number of villages men¬ 
tioned, it must be greater than one would be led to expect, when 
the state of society is taken into consideration. Slavery, the 
curse of their race, works as great evils here as on the coast of 
Africa, the various tribes frequently making war upon each other 
to obtain captivesoto dispose of to the Ceramese and Macas¬ 
sars. A short time before the arrival of the vessels, a warlike 
people, inhabiting the coast to the N.W., surprised a village on 
the shores of the bay in which the Dutch settlement was made. 
Most of the men were killed, but the women and children were 
taken into captivity, and the village was burned. The friends of 
the sufferers generally in their turn make reprisals on their 
weaker neighbours. 

The chiefs of Utanata informed the voyagers of the number of 
rivers and villages in their neighbourhood, with their respective 
names. To the eastward of Utanata, in the district of Timakawa, 

' or Timoraka, were four rivers and seven villages, and in the dis¬ 
trict of Koyway, which extended from the Utanata river to the 
island of Lakahia, were three rivers and twenty-eight villages. 
To judge from the village at the mouth of the Utanata, which was 
inhabited by about twenty families, these villages should each have 
a population of at least eighty individuals; indeed, their numbers 
could scarcely be less when it is taken into consideration that they 
were liable to attacks from enemies. Thus wc may suppose that 
the coast from Utanata’to Lakahia Island, an extent of rather less 
than 100 miles, contained 2240 inhabitants. It was stated by the 
chiefs that the Arafura tribes in the interior were more numerous 
than the Papuas on tjie coast. 

The king of Tidor claimed the sovereignty of several districts 
on the west coast of New Guinea, and nearly all the rajahs, or 
head chiefs, had their titles confirmed by him. 

Punishment of death, which once obtained, has been abolished. 
Offenders forfeit the whole or part of their property; and a por¬ 
tion of the confiscated goods falls to the lot of the chief, or elder, 
who has passed sentence on the criminal. 

The Mohammedan religion is professed by the entire popula¬ 
tion of the coast in the neighbourhood of the fort; and the mar¬ 
riage and funeral ceremonies are similar to those of the Cera¬ 
mese. On some occasions, after the expiration of a year from the 
time of the funeral, the bones are disinterred, when a feast is held 
over them, and they are again consigned to the grave. This 
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is probably a relict of their old customs. Their prahus are from 
fifteen to thirty feet long: some are roofed over, and the families 
of the owners reside in them. The Papuas Carry on a brisk trade 
with the Ceramese, who arrive on the coast at the commencement 
of the north-west monsoon, and remain six months. The articles 
obtained here are massoy bark, rosamala and belishary—(odori¬ 
ferous woods, which, as well as massoy, are used medicinally)— 
pearls, nutmegs, trepang, birds of paradise, and edible birds* 
nests; in exchange for which they receive bar iron, parangs or 
chopping-knives, knife blades, brass wire, and flowered calicoes. 
Owing to this communication the natives have acquired some 
knowledge of the Caramese language (a dialect of the Malay), 
through the medium of which they conversed with the interpreters 
who accompanied the expedition. 

It does not distinctly appear whether the Dutch had any per¬ 
sonal communication with the Arafuras; neither is it mentioned 
whether the people have straight hair and brown complexions, like 
the Arafuras in the interior of Magindano, Ceram, and Gilolo, or 
woolly hair, like the Papuas. Probably the latter are averse to 
strangers having communication with these Arafuras; for Forest, 
during his visit to the north coast of N ew Guinea, met with none 
of them; but he was informed by an intelligent Malay, who 
had seen them, that some have straight and others woolly hair. 
A short account of the Arafuras in the vicinity of Fort du 
Bus, is given by M. Modera, on the authority of one of the 
Papua chiefs. Their stature is greater than that of the Papuas, 
and they are also more numerous. Their marriage ceremonies 
are of a very primitive description. Whpn a young couple form 
any attacliment, they fly into the forest, and remain concealed 
until an arrangement is made between their respective parents. 
Should not this take place the parties separate on their return to 
their homes, and caches at liberty to form a new connexion. 

On the death of an individual the body is washed and enve¬ 
loped in cloth, made from the bark of a tree, or the husk of the 
cocoa-nut. After which the relatives assemble, and make known 
the affection they bore the deceased by howls and lamentations. 
A scaffold of bamboos is then erected, on which the body is laid, 
and a fire is lighted under it, /md carefully kept up until the 
moisture of the body is entirely evaporated. It is then laid in a sort 
of loft, close under the ’roof of their dwelling, where it is watched 
by the children belonging to the family, while the relatives feast 
in the house for seven days. After the fftast is concluded the 
body is buried in a hole, and covered up with leaves. The pro¬ 
perty of the deceased is retained by the widow until her death, 
when it is divided among the children, the greater portion falling 
to the share of the males. Should the deceased be unmarried his 
property is divided among his relatives. 
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Avgust 20.—The Iris, which had been sent to Amboyna 
for provisions, returned, having also on board some guns for 
the fort. The comic and or reported that the French corvette 
1’Astrolabe had arrived at Amboyna from the South Seas, many of 
her people being sick. 

On the 24th the fort was opened with much ceremony, and 
possession was taken, in the name of the King of the N ether- 
lands, of the entire west coast, and part of the north and south 
coasts of the island, from the meridian of 141° E.*; on the south 
coast, to the Cape «f Good Hope on the north. Many of the 
native chiefs were present, who swore allegiance to the N ether- 
lands’ government. * 

Sept. 1 . —The vessels left the coast of New Guinea, and the 
corvette arrived at Amboyna on the 5 th, when sixty-two men were 
sent ashore to the hospital, several of whom died; making the 
total loss of European seamen, by sickness during the voyage, 
amount to twenty-one. From Amboyna the corvette was de¬ 
spatched to the island of Timor, where the naturalists were left 
to make researches in the interior for silver and copper mines.* 

During their stay on the coast of New Guinea much rain was 
experienced, and for nearly the entire month of July the weather 
was cold, damp, and foggy. This led them to conclude that, as 
in the Moluccas, the south-east monsoon is the rainy season, and 
the north-west monsoon, which prevails from October to May, is 
the fine season. This opinion was confirmed by the statements 
of the natives. 

Three small low islands, belonging to the chain which stretches 
from Cerama to the Key islands, and not laid down in Arrow- 
smith’s chart, were met with in the passage from N ew Guinea to 
Amboyna. The northernmost of these islands is situated six 
miles to the southward of the Matabella Islands; arid there is a 
clear channel between them, through which the corvette passed. 
They may easily be distinguished from the Matabella Islands; as 
the latter are high, and the southernmost has a small table hill 
on the south point. The positions of these islands are given 
below. 


Positions ascertained during the voyage of the Triton. 

[The meridian distances were measured from Banda, and corrected on 

their return there.] 

Lat. S. Long. E. of Greenwich. 

Bird Island (S. of Banda) 

N.E. Point of the Gretyt Key 
N.W. Point of the Island Wassier 


5° 

5 


29' — 
22 — 


131° 
133 


1 ' 
33 


21 " 

00 


(one of the Arms) 


} 


5 26 — 134 21 00 


* When Dr. Wilson was at Coepana in 1829 the resident and the naturalists were 
absent in the interior, searching for the mines. They discovered some gold dust in 
the streams, but whether they succeeded in the mam object of their search i? not 
known.— Ed. 
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S.W. Coast of New Guinea— 



Latitude. 

Longitude. 

N. Entrance of Dourga Strait — 






North Point • . * 

7* 21' «- 

138° 

55' 

30" 

South Point 

7 

28 — 

138 

45 

— 

A Bank of hard Sand (centre) 

6 

00 — 

138 

4 

3 

Providential Bank * 

5 

38 30 

137 

55 

41 

False Utanata River 

4 

49 — 

136 

56 


A small Island near the Coast 

5 

12 — 

137 

41 


A remarkable* Point 

4 

43 — 

136 

24 

—— 

Utanata River 

4 

33 — 

136 

11 

— 

Point Boero 

4 

7 — 

135 

9 

— 

Island Lakahia . 

4 

2 — 

134 

53 

— 

*- Namatotte (centre) • 

3 

44 — 

134 

1 

45 

Fort du Bus (in Triton's Bay) . 

3 

41 — 

134 

15 

— 

S. Point of Pulo Adie 

4 

19 — 

133 

57 

— 

Three [stands to the southward 1 

4 

32 — 

132 

4 

52 

of the Matabella Islands, arc > 

4 

34 — 

132 

1 

10 

respectively — J 

4 

33 — 

132 

0 

— 


The following Vocabulary of the language 01 tne people or ucanaia 
and of Lobo, the district in which the settlement was made, was collected 
during the voyage. The people of the south-west coast have a strong 
guttural pronunciation, apparently similar to the cluck of the CafFres of 
South Africa:— 


A me (To) 
Annlet 
Arrow 
Arms 
Back 
Bamboos 
Basin 
Beau' (To) 
Black 
Hiid 

Buy (To) 

How 
Bird of Paradise 
Beard 
Belly 
Breast of ai 
woman J 
Ditto of a man 
Copper . 

Cocouuut 
Crab . 

Cougli (To) 
Cucumbers 
Crown pigeon 
Cocatoo 
Clear 
Cut (To) 
Cheap 
Chilrf 
Cheeks 


Utanata. 

Lobo. 


Utanata. 

Kte pokari 
Tutura 


— 

Darkness. { 

Marok mameo 
pokana 

Tiaro , 


Larakai 

Death 

Namata 

m 

Too 

• 

Nimango 

Drink (To) . 

Nemuka 

e 

Urimi 

• 

Kusukongo 

Dance (To) 

Die 

• 

Bu'iti 


Karawatu 

Dog . 

Wuri 

• 

Pigani 


tfingau 

Dear • 

— 


ICattarie 

• 

Missing! 

Bars . 

Iuuie 

e 

Ikoko 

■ 

Maitan 

Manok 

Eyebrows . 

— 


Puyrio 

• 

Tamanguri 

Earth . 

Tiri 

e 

A inure 


Kcwo 

Evening 

Jauw Aroa 


— 


Sianga 

Eat (To) . 

Nemuka 

• 

— 

i MinooTii 

Eyes • 

Manic 

e 

Imauw 

• 

Kanborongo 

Fire 

Oeta 

• 

Auw 

i 

Giagongo ^ 

Feathers of a •, 
bird i 

Wiegu 

• 

Paiety 

f 

Fruit . 

-* - 


Tapaka 

• 

Sindnwa 

Nieuw 

Fish 

Eriki 

■ 

Uteri 

• 

Fingers 

*— 1 


Peti 


Karabba 

Foot . 

Mouw 

• 

Otay 


Wouru 

(ireat ■ 

Napitteki 

e 

Katumini 


■■■ 

Go (To) 

Jaga 

• 

— 


Titin 

Grass .* 

Motere 


— 


Waria 

Good . 

Temoni 


— 


Nubnna 

Give (To) , 

— 




Nateter 

Hands 

Toe Mare 

• 

_ 


Feri tei 

Hair . 

Oeirie 

• 

Muluki 

• 

Tamanetto 

Ilill 

Pumogo 

■ 

Awamu 


Waflwiriongo 

House ; . 

Kamy 

• 


Lobo. 


| Momat 

Niimata 

Makinu 

Tasula 

Fori 

J Mntatongo- 
( wuru 
Kua 

Urwawa 
K uka 
Mutatongo 
Law ie 

M anok wo eru 

Kni-wai-wo 

Donde 

Nimuugo-sori 

Kaingo 

Nabitteki 

Utangie 


Mangia 
Nimango Uta 
Mouong-furu 
Foekar 
Sarin 
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Utanata. 


Hog 

Handsome . 
Howl (To) 
Hare . 

Help (To) 
Human being 

Head . 


Island . 

I 

Knee . 

Knife 

— chopping, 1 
or parang J 
Kill (To) . 

Lemons , 
Linen 

Little . 
Long . 
Laugh (To) 
Lay (To) . 

Lazy 

Morning . 
Moon . 
Marry (To) 
Man . 
Mouth , 
Nutmegs 
Noon , 
No . • 

Night 

Nose . 
Neck . 
Oyster . 
Plantains . 
Plate 

Prjliu.or canoe 
Put(To) . 
Pumpkins , 
l addie, or our 
Pearls , 

TcHT } 

Ruin 


A bad person | 
To be afraid j 
Not to be afraid 

What is that 
Almost . 

Is bought 
Not so 
Par away 
To have gotten 


Oepauw . 

Puruti 

Area . 

Iiinu . 

Paguti # . 

Tui 


Imiri 

Munda 

Pigi 

Mimiti 

Marawas 

Oku 

A'ikai 


Kameti 


Marowana 

trie 

Uteke 

Kameti area 

Poknna 

Tappo 

llirimboc 

Rma 

Oma poa 

Kuuw 

Piganl 

Kol 

Tumo 

Ampuni 

Poo 

Maresen 



{ Wnruaesy or 
mumumur 
Nttsu 
Laku 

Kaingo woko 
Toeri 


Mawuni 
Kaingo 
Munda 
Tais 
Netu 
Marawas 
Mari tie 
Koekeimanse 
(Vto kongo- 
\ susa 
Sinenere 
Furau 
Nuwesa 
Marowana 
OriC-ngo 
Italia 
Ocrtuto 
Maratei 

Sikaiongo 

Uarang 

Fndi 

Firing 

llicri 

Makarewua 


Way netu 


Komak . Komak 


Timoni tomaka Taman su- 
pokana manga 

Napopari . Kumetato 

I’ff"" *■—<• M 

Aroii aga . Inay lowena 


t kana 
Aroii aga . 

A rook , 

Payjoea 
Aroii pokari 
OI O! Ol akami 
Iwar roea . 


Rope . 
Red 

Ran (To) . 

Rice 

Rattan 

Runaway (To) 
Sugar-cane 
Sago . 
Sun . 

Slave . 
Short 

Siek . 
Shoot (To) 

Sit (To) . 
Speak (To) 
Stand (To) 
Sing (To) 

Sleep (To) 

Sail (To) 

So • 

Sago tree . 
Stone . 

Stars • 

Sell (To) . 

Sting (To) . 
Tongue 
Thigh • 

Tree 

Tobacco . 

Tukeaway(To) 

Tiiere 

Turtle 

Trepang 

Take up (To) 

Turtle-shell 

Thou . 

Teeth 

Toes 

Village - 

Woman 
Wood . 


Wind 

Whito . 

Whistle (To) 
Yes 
Yellow 
Zealous . 


Utanata. 


Warauw . 
Napebaro . 
Ikomorie • 
Wata 

Kama . 
Muu-mau-mau 
, Mone . 
Kinani 
Jauw > 
Manoki • 
Mimiti . 
Matigati „ • 
lege 

Aipa • 
Iwuri • 
Ikonogo 
Iwani . 
Ete 

Kavoty . 
Don . 

Amati . 


id.-**™, i. {»££•*• 

Cannot buy { ** 

To-dny . — 

Not yet . — 

Too dear n — 

Is sold . — 

,, Is not yet sold — 

Will not sell — 



Momatinai 
Wakasai 
Feri nabeteki 

{ Kusembera 
bunaroka 
f Kusembera 
1 tei nakeno 
Kusembera tei 


The people of Utanatp had very little knowledge of counting. When 
wishing to make known any number, they made use of the word Aweri, 
and counted on their fingers and toes. The following are the numerals 
of Lobo and Onin:— 
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Onin. 

Lob 0 . 


Onin. 

• 

Lobo. 

One • 

Two • 

Three . 

Four • 

Fivo • 

Six • 

Seven • 

Eight • 

■Nine • 

Ten 

Eleven . 

Sn 

Nuwa . 

Tetri 

Fnat • 

Nima • 

Num . 

Tarawa . 

Turunoewa . 
Saputy . 

Puma . 

1’iiBua reei su 

• 

Samoa! 

Rueti . 

Touwm 

Font . 

Himi 

Kimi samoai 
Rimiroeeti . 
Rim! touwru 
Riroi faat 
Wutsja 
r Wutsja resin 
l kusumosi 

Twelve t 

a 

Twenty . 

Twenty-one 

Thirty . 

Hundred 

Thousand 

i Pusuii resi 
l luwa 

Puty nuwa 

r Puty nuwa 

1 resi sa 

Puty tenl . 

Radja • 

Repina , 

Wutsja resin 
rueti 

j Sekumat 
l rueti 
(Sekumat 

J rueti resin 
l samosi 
i Sekumat 
l tounru 
RmUja 

Reb 


An account of the various plants collected during this voyage 
by the late M. Zippelius, the botanist to the expedition, will be 
found in a Dutch periodical, the Konst-en Letterhode for 1829, 
vol. i. p. 294, et seq. 


V.— Jieise nach dem Ural, dem Altai und dem Kaspischen Mecre. 

Von Gustav Rose. Vol. I. Berlin, 1837- 
Journey to the Ural and Altai Mountains, and to the Caspian 

Sea. Communicated by W. Wittich, Esq. 

About twelve years since Baron Alexander von Humboldt re¬ 
solved to visit the Uralian Mountains, because he conceived that 
there existed a similarity in the geological constitution of that 
range with the Andes of N ew Granada, and he wished to decide 
the point. Immediately on the court of St. Petersburg becoming 
acquainted with that resolution, it proposed to him to make the 
journey at the, expense of the government 6f the country, autho¬ 
rising him at the same time to choose as companions some per¬ 
sons to assist him in his researches. He selected Professor 
Ehrcnberg and Professor G. Rose, the author of the volume 
before us. Leaving Berlin in the spring of 1829, they went to 
ISt. Petersburg and thence through Moscow and Nowgorod to 
Kasan, whence they passed through Perm amd over the Ural 
Mountains to Yekaterinburg, from which place they travelled 
along the eastern declivity of the Ural range as far northward as 
Bogoslowsk, in 60°N. lat., examining the geological constitution 
of the mountains and several of the numerous mines, which are 
met with on that side of the Ural. Having returned to Yekaterin¬ 
burg they advanced to Tobolsk, and thence through the steppe 
of Barabinska to Bernaul, for the purpo^p of examining the 
Altai Mountains. Having traversed the steppe of Platowsk, 
they arrived at the Schlangenberg, and advanced afterwards to 
the other mines situated on the western declivity of the range. 
Whilst they were examining the mountains about Syriinowsk, the 
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most southern of these mines, they visited Baty or Khonimailakha, 
in lat. 49° 1CV N., long. 84° 20' E., a military post of the Chinese 
on the river Irtysh» Fjjom the banks of the Irtysh they began to 
return, passing through the steppe of I shim to the southern range 
of the Ural, and to Astrakhan and the Caspian Sea. In return¬ 
ing hence to St. Petersburg they visited the great salt lake of 
Elton. Up to the present year no account of this journey has 
been published, except a few observations inserted in Baron Hum¬ 
boldt’s “ Fragmens Asiatiques .” , 

Professor Rosa’s work partly supplies this deficiency. It gives 
principally an account of the geological constitution of the coun¬ 
tries through which they passed, and of its minerals, but contains 
also some interesting geographical observations. 

In passing from St. Petersburg to Moscow they tried to ascer¬ 
tain the elevations of the hills of Waldai by barometrical observa¬ 
tions. They found that the northern part of the table land was 
724 feet above the Baltic at St. Petersburg, and the Popowa 
Gora, the highest part of the hills, did not attain more than 846 
feet. Professor Rose, however, thinks that these determinations 
are only to be considered as approximations, on account of the 
considerable oscillations of the barometer. 

It would however seem that the high ground which forms the 
watershed in the interior of Russia, between the rivers running 
south and north, increases in advancing eastward ; for they found 
that the country situated between the Wialka and Kama consti¬ 
tuted a table land, which rises to 870 feet above the sea, so that 
at the watershed itself the elevation must considerably exceed 
KXK) feet. 

They crossed the Ural by the same road as Mr, Erman.* The 
greatest height of the pass between Klenowskaia and Kirgis- 
shanskaia does not exceed 1344 feet, which seems to be the 
average elevation, of the range between 56° and 58° N. lat., 
though some rocky masses rise perhaps a thousand feet Jiigher. 
This elevation is doubtless very moderate, when we consider that 
the base on which the range rests, at an average, is 900 feet above 
the sea. The Ural, which here consists of three parallel ranges, 
occupies a width of about twenty miles. Professor Rose ob¬ 
serves, that in several places the range does not constitute the 
watershed between'the rivers df Europe and Asia, but that some 
of them rise on the eastern declivity of the mountains, and after 
skirting it for some distance break through the range and mingle 
their waters with those of the tributaries to the Kama. This, he 
observes, is the case with the Tshussowaja, a river rising about 
fifty miles south of Yekaterinburg, which skirts the eastern decli- 


* See Journal of R. G. S., vol. vi,, p. 389. 
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vity of the Ural nearly as far as the parallel of that town, where 
it passes through the range and afterwards continues to the north¬ 
ward lor a much greater distance alqng its.westsrn declivity until 
near 58° N. lat., it turns to the west and falls into the Kama. 
This river is navigable in spring, and then used for the transport 
of the produce of the mines of the Ural. 

The elevation of Yekaterinburg is calculated, according to a 
scries of barometrical observations, to be 768 feet above the sea; 
according to Humboldt’s observations it is 784 feet, arid accord¬ 
ing to those of Mr. Erman 97 6 feet. » 

In advancing northward along the Uralian chain it was observed 
that the range continued to preserve its moderate elevation until 
they had arrived at Kushwinslc , about 58° 20' N. lat., where it ap¬ 
pears to present several summits, which attain between 2(X)0 and 
3000 feet. But the highest part of the range is situated north of 
39° N. lat., where several high summits rise above it. The highest 
of these summits are from south to north—the Maydalinslcoi Ka¬ 
men, the Pawdinslcoi Kamen, the Konshekowskoi Kamen. the Kak- 
winskoi Kamen, and the D'eneshkin Kamen. The last-mentioned 
summit lies north of 60° N. lat., and is the highest of all. Ac¬ 
cording to information which the author received in 1835, these 
mountains have been trigonometrically measured by Fedoroff, the 
Russian astronomer, who accompanied Mr. Parrot to the Ararat; 
and he has ascertained that they rise between 8000 and 9000 feet 
above the sea level. If this information should prove accurate, 
this portion of the range attains double elevation of the highest 
summits of the Ural between the parallels of 54° and 55°, and 
those in the neighbourhood of Slatunst, where they do not exceed 
1000 feet. The high mountains wliich we have noticed, however, 
are not situated in the principal range of the chain, except the 
Magdalinskoi Kamen ; all the others are placed to the eastward 
of it and rise in separate peaks. Where these summits occur 
lateral ranges extend to the eastward and advance a considerable 
distance into the plain, so that the Ural here occupies a much 
greater breadth. 

This highest part of the Uralian range is traversed by two 
roads. The most southern begins at IVerkoturie, and passes 
through the mining district of Nicolaye Tawdingkoi, at the southern 
declivity of the Tawdinskoi Kamen; afterwards it crosses the 
principal chain in about 59® 15', and leads to the village of Koria 
and to the town of Solikamsk. The northern road unites JBogoss- 
lowfik in Siberia with Tsherdin in Europe, passing through the 
most northern mining district of the Ural, through that of Petro- 
pawlowsk, and on the northern side of the Kakwinskoi Kamen, 
crossing the principal range in 60° N. lat. 

The last-mentioned road, till the year 1830, formed the boun- 
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dary 'between the known and unknown portion of the Ural. 
Nearly nothing farther north was known; but in 1830 an expe¬ 
dition of discovery wasrsent, jind succeeded in the course of three 
successive years in examining the range to a distance of about a 
degree and a half farther north. They discovered extensive beds 
containing gold sand, and in some parts copper ore in abundance. 
Here, as well as farther south, the lower declivity of the range 
is covered with pine and fir trees. 

Digging in a marshy ground near Bogosslowsk (59° 40' N. lat.) 
ice was found sjx feet under the surface in the beginning of July. 
As the same phenomenon occurs at York Factory, on Hudson’s 
Bay (57° N. lat.), we may presume that the mean temperature 
of both places is similar. At Bogosslowsk grain is grown, but 
does not ripen every year. 

In passing from Tobolsk to Bemaul, Professor Rose and his 
companion traversed the Steppe of Barbinska, which extends 
about 200 miles in breadth, between the Irtysh river and the Ob 
or Oby. Our traveller says, that its surface is by no means dry 
and arid, as is commonly thought, but on the contrary, rather 
suffers from an abundance of water, being chiefly covered with 
large and small lakes and extensive swamps, and also traversed 
by several small rivers, which partly fall into the Om, an eastern 
tributary of the Irtysh, and partly into the Irtysh and Ob. Some 
portions of it present a perfect level, like the sea in a calm; 
others are slightly undulating and covered with grass, some birch 
and poplar. Some lakes are salt, and occasionally the surface of 
the ground is covered with saline efflorescence. In this steppe a 
peculiar disease is prevalent, called the Siberian plague. 

That portion of the Altai mountains, which was visited by our 
travellers, had previously been examined by von Ledebour, 
Meyer, and Bunge, who give a minute account of it in their 
travels. We consequently find here little new geographical in¬ 
formation of importance. We learn only, that the highest por¬ 
tion of the Altai mountains extends east and west in the parallel 
of 50°, between the Bukhtarma, a branch of the Irtysh, and the 
Koksun, a tributary of the Ob, and that the most western of its 
high summits, the Holbowukha, loses its snow in May, but is 
again covered with it at the end of July ; further east is a still 
higher summit, the Skhtskfiebenulcha; but the highest is the 
Bielukha, which lies in the meridian rif the Chinese military post 
of Tshingistei on the Bukhtarma, and rises, according to Mr. 
Gebler, who visited it in 1833, to about 11,000 feet above the 
sea. From this high mass a range branches off to the east-south¬ 
east, through which the river Argut breaks. This tributary of 
the Katunia is a much larger river than it appears to be in our 
maps, rising within the boundary of the Chinese empire. 
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The interesting account of the traveller’s visit to the Chinese 
military post of Baty, we cannot notice further, as it is foreign to 
our purpose, and wc have only space for a few observations on 
the geographical location of the mineral riches of* the Ural, which 
have lately risen into such importance. 

The sand, containing small particles of gold, occurs along the 
eastern declivity of the Uralian range, in numerous places north 
of 56° N. lat., and extends, as we have already observed, beyond 
60° N. lat. It occurs on the western declivity likewise, but only 
in a few places, and contains less gold. On the Siberian side of 
the range, the sand from which the gold is extracted contains 
about one and a half or two solotnik of gold in a pood, or from 
^ ^ 5 - to rsW ; that which contains less is at present not worked. 
But Mr. Rose says, that even sand containing only Ts V<r of gold 
can still be washed with profit. The expenses in washing gold 
containing between T5 V F an d of gold, amount commonly to 
•| of its net produce. Sometimes sand is found, of which and 
even is gold. A small quantity of silver is always mixed 
with the gold ; it amounts to between 2 and 11 parts in 100. 
Near the Altai mountains likewise, gold sand has been discovered 
in some places, and they have begun working it. The first esta¬ 
blishment for working this sand in the Ural was made in 1814, 
at Beresowsk, near Yekaterinburg, and since that time they have 
been increasing in number and extent. Last year the produce of 
all the Russian mines gave 27,885 marcs of gold, of which more 
than two-thirds were derived from the washing of the sand. 

Professor Rose enters into great detail in his account of the 
platina mines. They are situated on the western declivity of the 
Ural, about the parallel of 57° 40' north. He reached them on 
passing the range from the east; the highest ^part of the road rose 
only 1216 feet above the sea. The number of the mines is six, 
and they lie at a short distance from one another. In the most 
northern, called Sukhowissimokoi, the discovery of the sand con- 
tainingj.platina was made in 1825, and at the other places it was 
found soon afterwards. The proportion of platina is much larger 
than that of gold, as it amounts on an average to tIt of the 
whole mass. Sometimes pieces are found weighing some ounces, 
and even half a pound and upwards. A small quantity of gold 
is united with the platina. In 1834 platina was discovered in 
layers of serpentine. The product of platina in 1836 amounted 
to 8270 marcs. 

Whilst Baron Humboldt and his companions were travelling 
in the Ural, the discovery of diamonds in thi^ range was made. 
Observing, that in Brazil as well as in New Granada, diamonds 
occurred together with gold and platina in the same beds of sand, 
Baron Humboldt had conjectured, some time before he went to 
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the Ural, that probably these precious stones might be found in 
the gtfld sand of that range, and he and his companions directed 
their attention to that point. Though they did not succeed in 
finding diamonds, those stones were discovered at that time at 
Bissersk (about 58° 30' N. lat.), by Count Polier, in the gold- 
sand of this washing establishment. Two years later Mr. Major, 
or as he is called in Siberia, Mr. Mesher, an English engineer, 
who has made several steam-engines for the mines of Siberia, and 
is himself in possession of an establishment for washing gold-sand, 
in the neighbourhood of Yekaterinburg, discovered also two dia¬ 
monds on his estate. Only small stones have been found, as far 
as is known ; and up to July, 1833, their number amounted only 
to 37. 

Professor Rose’s book contains a detailed account of the mines 
in the Altai mountains, which we omit, as the most important in¬ 
formation it contains has been made known by other travellers. 
We shall only observe, that he gives also an interesting account of 
the manufacture of Koliwansk, where vases and other elegant 
pieces of furniture are made, in different kinds of porphyry, 
granite, and avanturine. 


Accompanying the work is an improved map of part of 
Northern Asia, between the limits of 51° and ()0° N. lat. and 47° 
and 6i)° E. long., on the scale of or 2£ inches to a degree, 

and various geological sections. 


VI.— Travels in Arabia. 1, In the province of ’Oman ; 2, The 
Peninsula of Sinai ; 3, Along the shores of the Red Sea. By 
Lieutenant Wellstcd, Indian Navy, F. R. S. 2 vols. 8vo. 
London. 1837. Murray. 

During the last, twenty years, the government of India have 
slowly but steadily been carrying forward a series of maritime 
surveys that do honour to the munificent spirit of the East India 
Company, who directed them, and to the zeal and perseverance 
of the officers of the Indian navy who have been selected to carry 
them into execution. We are far from implying that it is only 
during this period that the hydrography of those shores has been 
alluded to; on the contrary, the earliest records of the India- 
House bear abundant testimony to the' constant and lively interest 
taken by the Directors in the improvement of the charts and 
navigation of the Indian Seas: but it is especially during the last 
twenty years that the survi^i of the Persian Gulf, the shores of 
the Red Sea, the examination of Socotra and of the southern 
coast of Arabia, have been carried into execution, and have, in 
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some measure, given rise to the volume before us. Lieutenant 
Wellsted, of the Indian navy, well known to all the readers of 
this journal * as one of the greatest contributors to its pages, has 
been for upwards of ten years attached to the survey now carrying 
on of the shores of Arabia, and in which he himself has taken an 
active part; yet, not content with the daily routine of the survey, 
he has invariably profited by every opportunity of endeavouring 
to penetrate into the interior—of gleaning information respecting 
the natural history and statistics of the country, of the manners 
and customs of the various Arab tribes that people its coast, and 
occasionally has been very successful in exploring remains 
possessing much antiquarian interest. 

Burckliardt, Niebuhr, and Bruce have made us acquainted 
with the western parts of Arabia, as the Hejaz and Yemen; but 
of the provinces of Hadramaut, on the south, ’Oman on the east, 
and the north-eastern portion washed by the Persian Gulf, we 
had but very imperfect knowledge. 

The government of Bombay, desirous of obtaining some insight 
into the real extent of the power possessed by the Imam of 
Maskat, selected Mr. Wellsted as an officer qualified for so 
delicate a mission; and being liberally provided with letters of 
introduction, instruments, presents, &c., he arrived at Maskat on 
the 21st November, 1835, where he was very kindly received by 
the Imam, and furnished with every thing he could desire for his 
journey. Mr. Wellsted draws a very favourable portrait, and 
we believe deservedly so, of the sovereign of ’Oman. 

Quitting Maskat, our traveller went to Sur, thence to the en¬ 
campment of Bein' Abu All, and to the distance of 120 miles in 
a south-west direction towards the sandy desert. Continuing his 
journey to the north-west, along a series ol* oases, in the parallel 
of 23° N., he ascended the heights of Jebel Akhdar, rising 6000 
feet, and commanding a view of the Arabian Sea. Mr. Wellsted 
gives an interesting account of the tribes inhabiting this range, 
and his description of tiie descent in a southerly direction upon 
Nizzuwah is striking :— 

“ Before us there rose from the centre of the valley a hill of a py¬ 
ramidal form, on whose summit stood a ruined tower of large dimensions 
and massive architecture, which is said, in latter years, to have served 
the purpose of a mosque; but tradition asserts that it was also frequented 
as a place of worship by their Pagan ancestors. hollowing the direction 
1 * 1 — ■ . — - — ---—’ * 

* Mr. Wellsted has so liberally contributed to the journal of the Geographical 
Society, that we cannot deny ourselyes the gratification of giving.,a brief sketch of 
the whole of his travels, but which, being inEnglish, we stherwise should not have 
noticed, our desire being rather Jfco give analySeeTof foreign geographical works not 
generally accessible to the English reader'; and cetens panbus selecting those 
published in Russia, Holland, Germany, and Spain, in preference to those published 
in the French language, which iB familiar to nearly all our readers.—Eu. 
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of the western brow of tbe valley, we arrived at the summit of a pass, 
and tbernce obtained full view of tbe wild and savage glen beneath. 
Vines and terraced grounds extended for three or four miles from Shirkzi, 
and below patches c of activated ground occur at intervals throughout 
its whole extent. 

“ The lively green of these, joined to the glistening of 3 ome pools of 
water, formed a striking contrast with the sombre and shadowy line of 
the magnificent wall of rock which rose precipitously on either hand. 
It took us four hours to reach the bottom of the pass, whence the 
descent still continued to Birket el Moge, in no part exceeding a 
hundred paces in breadth; and the overhanging mountains rise almost 
perpendicularly to r the height of from 2000 to 3000 feet, affording an 
excellent opportunity of investigating the geological structure of the 
range, which consists of,—1st, Alpine lim .itone, 2nd, old led sand¬ 
stone, with an occasional micaceous vein: 3rd, alternately mica slate 
and granite. Large masses have been splintered from the sides of 
these rocks, blocking up the bed of the volley; a stream of water 
traverses the centre; small hamlets, date groves, and patches of culti¬ 
vated ground, occur occasionally till we reached, after five hours, the 
village of Birket el Moge, situated at the gorge of the pass, where it. 
opens out into the plain.”—p. 152. 

Continuing his journey to the northward, Mr. Wellstetl 
reached Obri on the 12th March, where he found, much to liis 
regret, that any farther progress towards Der’ayyali, the capital 
of the Wahhabi's, and the or gine.l object of his journey, was im¬ 
possible, on account of the lw 'sti!e state of the Arab tribes; be was 
therefore obliged t« retrace his steps to Maskaf. 

A detailed account of the manners, customs, and the different 
sects of Mohammedanism, with an account of a visit to the highl j 
interesting ruins of Nakabui Hajar, about seventy miles from the 
southern coast, and a copy of some undeciphered inscriptions, 
believed to be in the Himarytic character,* closes the first 
volume. 

The second book contains a full account of tbe Peninsula of 
Mount Sinai, the shores of which, for tfie first time during this 
survey, have been correctly laid down on our maps. 4n liis 
various journeys into the interior, Mr. Wellstcd examined that 
remarkable phenomenon in the vicinity of Tor, called the Jebel 
Narkus, or Mountain of the Bell; the subject of the passage of 
the Red Sea by the Israelites is also touched upon, and the wild 
and singular Gulf of Akaba is described. 

Mr. Wellsted has also had the good fortune to furnish a com¬ 
plete vindication of the truth of Bruce’s observations along the 

* Through thl'kindnesy. of Dr. Brabant anA Mr. Yates, we have been enabled to 
forward copies of these inscriptions to'^rdfetsor Gesenius, at Halle, and to Professor 
Von Bohlen, at Kdnigsberg, which if4akon advantage of, will.afford them occasions 
for distinguishing themselves, and of contributing largely to our stock of genera 
and geographical knowledge. 
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western coast of Arabia, and with that highly commendable 
feeling that should animate every traveller—to prove the truth of, 
and honestly to state, the observations of his predecessors in the 
same path—he has placed this subject “in a*proininent point of 
view, and triumphantly vindicated the memory of that courageous 
traveller Bruce. 

These volumes are accompanied by an excellent map of the 
province of ’Oman, by Mr. John Arrowsmith, from routes and 
observations supplied by Mr. Wellsted. The narrative is written 
in an unpretehding, straightforward, sailor-like style, and we 
trust its reception by the public may bo an exatnple to Mr. Well- 
sted’s brother officers, whether of the Indian or Iioyal Navy, 
that the opportunities for observing, which are placed within their 
reach in the common course of naval service, if taken advantage of, 
w >11 afford them occasions for distinguishing themselves, and of 
contributing largely to our slock of general and geographical 
IvJ lowledffc. 


VII.— IJeber die Katvi-Sprache avf der Tnisei Java nebst einer 
Kinleilung vber die Vt rschiedenheil das menschlichen Sprach- 
baves und ihren Dinfiuss avf die g islige Enfwickehtng des 
Menschengeschlects. Von Wilhelm von Humboldt. Erster 
livid. Berlin, 1836. 

[C the havi Language in the fstand of Java, with an 1 ntroduction 
ov the Varieties in the Structure of Human Languages, and 
their Influence on the Intellectual Developi. .ml of the Human 
Race. By William de Humboldt. First V ol.] Communicated 
by the Rev. G. C. Renouard. . 

Of the many authors distinguished by various and profound 
learning who flourished in the seventeenth century, few attracted 
more notice in his own times, and none left behind him more 
honourable memorials Af ability and industry, than Job Ludolpli, 
who, when verging on the third age of man, resumed and perfected 
the studies of his youth; and, at that advanced period of life, 
composed a series of works replete with stores, drawn from the 
most remote and varied sources; nor have his works been yet 
superseded by the vast accumulation of knowledge acquired in 
tli'! century and a half which have* elapsed sfhee his decease. But 
that which raises our admiration of Ludolpli to the highest pitch, 
is the fact that these works were not compiled in the closet of a 
retd use devoted to learned and abstruse speculations, but the pro¬ 
ductions of a man constantly engaged in public business, as the 
minister of his Sovereign, either at home or abroad; one, in short, 
whose severer labours must all have been dedicated to the service 
of the State. There is perhaps no country in Europe where the 
ardour of a scholar and the application and sagacity of a politician 
VOL. VII. 2 E 
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can be fpund so singularly combined, except Germany; and that 
country has in our own times produced not only a Niebuhr, whose 
literary pursuits were merely delayed, as Ludolph’s were, by his 
political engagements, but still more the distinguished author of 
the work named above. William de Humboldt, though less 
known in this country than his illustrious brother, has long 
ranked among the most eminent scholars in Germany, who, not¬ 
withstanding the close attention demanded by his important duties 
as a Minister of State, found time to cultivate the science of 
language to an extent and depth rarely, if ever,’equalled. His 
various papers in'*the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Berlin, 
to say nothing of his earlier works, are marked with a compass 
of observation and a capacity for analysis which go far to place 
him as high in the scale of metaphysical, as his brother, Baron 
Alexander de Humboldt, stands in the ranks of physical inquirers. 

Nor will the work to which the reader’s attention is now di¬ 
rected fail to establish, on a still broader basis, the reputation of 
this amiable and eminent man. Though bearing the unassuming, 
we might almost add, repulsive title of an inquiry “ into the Kavi 
Language extant in the Island of Java,” it contains materials 
which develope an extent of knowledge, an acuteness of perception, 
and an accuracy of distinction, such as is rarely witnessed. The 
author’s views, though often novel, are almost invariably derived 
from a clear train of logical deductions, and therefore rarely fail 
to carry conviction to the reader’s mind. In the Introduction, 
which fills 430 pages, and may be considered as a separate 
Treatise, and will therefore be more generally interesting than 
the work itself, the author unfolds his theory of the nature and 
origin of language. 

To attempt anything like a tolerable analysis of this theory 
would require a much larger portion of time than is now at our 
command; to say nothing of the difficulty of condensing what is 
scarcely susceptible of condensation, or of rendering intelligible, 
without much periphrasis, some of the most subtle speculations 
which metaphysical science can present. Wo must therefore content 
ourselves with giving such a notice of the contents of the different 
sections of M. de Humboldt’s work as will afford some notion of 
its character and the light which it throws on one of the most 
complicated operations of the human mind. 

After a few preliminary remarks on his mode of expressing 
Asiatic words in the Roman character, and a list of authors cited, 
M. de Humboldt proceeds to fix the sense in which he uses 
the phrase “ Malayan Tribes” (p. 1—15) to give a plan of his 
work (p. 16), and to explain the object of the Introduction (p. 17). 
By the ” Malayan Tribes” he means that widely extended race 
which occupies the shores, at least, of almost all the inlands of the 
Eastern and Pacific Oceans from Madagascar westward to the 
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Society Isles eastward. To investigate the structure and pecu¬ 
liarities of the Malayan language, and the character of the people 
by whom it is spoken, and to inquire into the*influence of foreign 
civilization on their language and habits, are the objects of his 
work. But before the subject of lingual and ethnological affini¬ 
ties can be satisfactorily investigated, we must endeavour, he 
observes, to form a clear notion of the process followed by the 
mind in the formation of language; to that therefore the remainder 
of his Introduction is devoted. 

After having considered in the five following* sections the pro¬ 
gress of human development, the effect of extraordinary mental 
powers, civilization, and culture, and the additional influence of 
individuals and nations, he proceeds to inquire more immediately 
into the subject of language (sec. 7) ; the form of languages (sec. 
8); the form and condition of languages generally (see. fj) ; 
sound, and particularly articulate sounds ; their changes ; their 
connexion with ideas; their indication of general relations, tlie 
internal sense of articulation, and the system of sounds in lan¬ 
guage, and its technicalities (sec. 10). The 11th section treats 
of the internal form of language ; and the 12th considers the 
combination of sound with this internal form. The subjects 
afterwards noticed are a more accurate exposition of the process 
of language with the affinities and forms of words (sec. 1 3) ; the 
isolation, inflexion, and agglutination of words (sec. 14) ; a closer 
examination of verbal unity; the system of incorporation in lan¬ 
guages ; marks of verbal unity ; pauses ; change of letters (sec. 15) : 
accentuation (sec. 16) ; incorporation ; division of a sentence into 
its members (sec. 17); agreement of souryls with the requisites 
(sec. 18); the principal distinction founded on purity of the 
principle of formation (sec. 19); character of languages, poetry, 
and prose (sec. 20) ; power of languages to develop themselves 
advantageously from each other. On the synthetic faculty in 
language; the verb, conjunction, pronoun relative, examinations 
of the development of inflected languages; languages derived 
from the Latin (sec. 21). Retrospect on the preceding part of 
the inquiry; on languages which deviate from the purely legiti¬ 
mate form (sec. 22). Condition and origin of the less perfect 
structure in languages; Semitic Vnguages ;• the Delaware lan¬ 
guage (sec. 23). The Chinese language; condition and origin 
of the less perfect structure; the Burman (sec. £4). Did the 
polysyllabic structure arise from the monosyllabic ? (sec. 25). 

This enumeration, meagre as it is, will be'abundantly sufficient 
to show the compass and interest of the dissertation itself; and 
greatly would our countrymen be indebted to the scholar who 
should favour them w ith such a version of the work as it deserves: 
but as in speculation so closely connected with the most subtle 
operations of the mind, language is inadequate to express what a 
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deeply eicrcised understanding can conceive, it is no wonder if 
the full sense of M. dc Humboldt’s words cannot be always 
easily attained. His style is remarkable for terseness and per¬ 
spicuity, but the obscurity inherent in his subject is sometimes 
sufficient to bailie even his endeavours to render tangible a thread 
which so few have the power of seizing; a translation therefore 
of this able work would be a most arduous, though a most meri¬ 
torious undertaking. 

The remainder of the volume contains only the first book of 
the projected work, the sequel of which will appear in successive 
volumes, prepared under the eye of liar on Alexander do Hum¬ 
boldt, who speaks in the preface of his brother’s worth and 
labours in terms which reflect the brightest lustre on the mind 
from which they sprung. 

The present and the following book (p. lb) will treat of the 
Kavi language, considered as that dialect of the Malayan in 
which the influence of the Sanskrit is most manifest. But the 
original element of tlie Malayan tongue will be constantly dis¬ 
tinguished from all extraneous adjuncts, and will be traced to its 
development, in its greatest purity, in the Tagala, or language of 
tlie Philippine Islands. The third book will comprehend a 
view of all the Austro-Insular languages, and terminate by an 
endeavour to ascertain how far we can determine their derivation 
from one common stock, and their mutual relation to each other. 

It is not from any vain hope of satisfying the reader’s curiosity 
by such an enumeration of the contents of M. de Humboldt’s 
work as this, that it has been inserted in the Geographical Journal, 
but principally to call the attention of our countrymen to a pro¬ 
duction so deserving ol study, and most particularly to express the 
grateful sense of what is due to Baron Alexander de Humboldt 
on the part of the Geographical Society, which is indebted to his 
munificence for tho copy of fiis brother\work from which these 
extracts were taken. * 


VIII .—Sitpplemens au Recueil de Memoires Ilydrographiques 
pour servir d'analyse ef/d'explication a VAtlas de V Ocean 
Pacifique. Par lc Vicc-Amiral de Krusenstern. St. Peters- 
bourg, lSd6. ' *' 

It has been well observed, that “ th<i man who points out, in 
the midst of the wide ocean, a single rock unknown before, is a 
benefactor of the human raceand scarcely less so is he who, 
after careful examination, is able to decide that an island, or rock, 
or slioal, which appears on a chart, is either misplaced or has no 
existence. This title then, in its most extended signification, 
must by all navigators of the Pacific Ocean be most gratefully 
accorded to Vice-Admiral Krusenstern. 
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* 

Thirteen years have now elapsed since the publication of the 
first part of his Memoires Ilydrwjraphiques; in 1827 tl!c second 
part appeared, comprising the northern half of the Pacific Ocean; 
and now we have before us a third volufhe, Ithing a supplement to 
the two former, correcting all the errors that appeared in them, 
and registering all the discoveries and newly-determined positions 
that have been made in the lapse of the last thirteen years, during 
which more has been done towards obtaining a correct knowledge 
of those seas than at any time since the voyages of Cook and La 
Perouse. * 

Nor do his labours terminate here ; ever rtt his post, and, like 
our own lamented Horsburgli, always on the watch for the most 
recent information. Admiral Krusenstern seizes on every report 
of newly-discovered islands, carefully sifts the evidence on which 
the report rests, and, by the aid of judicious criticism, extracts 
truth from the too often conflicting statements, and at once pro¬ 
claims it to the public by communicating it to the Academy of 
Sciences at St. Petersburg, who print it in their monthly bulletin, 
which circulates throughout the civilized world. That learned 
body has lately shown how highly it values the practical services 
rendered to his country and to Europe, by conferring on Admiral 
Krusenstern its highest honorary reward. 

We must now turn to our country, and however humiliating 
may be the fact we are bound to state it, that discovery after 
discovery may be made, and in fact they are annually made by 
our numerous shipping employed in the Pacific Ocean, and no 
register of them is kept—no competent person examines them to 
sift out the truth or falsehood : our map-makers may, if they 
please, insert them in their charts—and thus, as is clearly shown 
by Admiral Krusenstern, do ous best charts of the Pacific Ocean 
—charts to whose guidance property to the amount of nearl y ten 
millions sterling is intrusted*—contain hundreds of errors. Surely 
this ought not to be. • 

ft is not the province of the Geographical Society to find fault, 
or severely to criticise any work that may come before it: we be¬ 
lieve it is admitted that where praise cannot be given, it is better 
to say nothing ; but there are cafees in which such silence would 
be a wilful dereliction of duty. We owe a duty to the public which 
is paramount to any individual tonsideratian, and where the lives 
of our seamen and property to so large an amount are annually 
risked, however painful it may be, it would be highly culpable not 
to state the truth—we have therefore transferred to our pages a 
list of the errors, published by Admiral Krusenstern two years 
ago, contained in one of our most widely circulated charts, and 
not one of wliich has since been corrected :— 

* We have our information from the largest ship-owner and the most spirited 
proprietor of vessels trading to the South Seas, 
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Phoenix Island , . . 

Matthew’s Rock 

Stephens’ Island, or Providenqp 

Macquarie Islands (centre) 

Curtis Island 

Macaulay Island 

Priuce William Henry 

Cape Deliverance (Louisiade) 

Tiger Island . . . 

PoL-klington Slinal (Jones) , 

Bayonnaise Bank 

lieveiidee lleef . . . 

Osborn Reef 

l.ym Shoal . . . 

Read Islands . . 

Alert lleef . . 

Welsh Bank . , 

Mid-day Reef . 

Saumarez Reef . . , 

Tregosse Islands . 

Alert Rock or Shoal . 

Farquhar Group (Eastern Island) 
Wells Shoal 
Shelburne Shoal 
Circular Reef . 

Bell Rock (Bass Strait) 
Sidmoutli Rock . 

Carteret Shoal . 

Jap Island (North Pt.) 

Arrecife Island . . 

Mackenzie Islands . 

Rosario Island . . 

St. Paul . . 

St. George 

Canton Packet Shoal 
Layson Island . . 

Tromelin Island 


r 



Corrections to 




mako 

in Arrow 

Lat. 

Long. 

Autlioi ity. 

smith’s Chart. 


Lat. 

Long. 

3-42 S. 

170-43W. 

Tromelin. 

0-12 S. 


22-3 

171-1214. • 

D’Urville, 1827. 


i-aw 

Q-20 

135-10E. 

Ditto. 


2-sow 

54-39 

15S-41E. 

Bellingshausen 

(0-27S.1 
0-26 J 

I-OE. 

30 36 
30-16 

178-44W.) 
178-32W. j 

D'Kntrecast., 1793. ■ 

\ 0-28E. 

18-44 

141 -41W. 

Beochoy. 


0-36 

11-23 

154 1614. 

D’Uiville. 

0-23 



1-44 
10’53 
1 ! 2 ’ 8 * 
20-0 
270 
1 '54 
3’30 
9-52 
21 *15 
21-58 
21-40 
17-44 
17-2 
17-39 
12-20 
3*15 
3-18 
40-27 


142-20E. 
155-30K. 
179-44W. 
16?-12 W. 
146-1? W. 

153- 28E. 

154- 3014. 
140-50E. 
153*5614. 
154-20E. 
153-4614. 

150- 32E. 

151- 4914. 
151-2714. 
158-13E. 
148-ICE. 
14J-40K. 
144-12E. 


Bristow, 1817. 

Hois burgh. 
Fronu-lin. 

N. Mag. Aug. 1833. 
Nielson, 1827- 
Reuueck, 1820. 
Horslmrgh. 
llitto. 

King. 


Tiegosse, 1821. 


EdwardB& Flinders 
Ilorshurgh. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wauling, 
w anting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanting, 
wanliug. 
wanting. 



• 

43-48 

147.11K. 

Ditto. 

w anting. 


• 

2-55N. 

131-38E. 

Cat tore t. 

30 


• 

10-0 

138-8E. 


0-30S. 0-42 W 



9-31 

161-8B. 

Horsburgh. 

0-308. 1-0E. 



10-5 

139-40 li. 

Krutuuistcni. 

wanting. 



27-16 

141-4E. 

Lutke. 

wanting. 



57-10 

170-IS W. 

Beechey. 

wanting. 



56-37 

169-33W. 

Ditto. 

wanting. 


• 

0-35 

128-55E. 

Horsburgh. 

wanting. 


e 

25'46 

171-49W. 

Stanioukovitch. 

wanting. 


• 

9-52 

140-4214. 

Tromelin, 

wanting. 


The islands of Bauman, Ticnlioven, and Koggevecn do not exist. 

Stephens' Island is the same as Providence Isluud. 

All the north-eastern coast of New Guinea is wrong. 

Cook’s Strait and all the southern Island of New Zealand is wrong. 

In the Society Islands numerous errors exist. A 

Fugitiva island, Manila Island, Lostangc Island do not exist. 

The Navigator or Samoa Islands want coirection throughout, according to Kotzebue. 

The f'idji Islands all incorrect, according to D’Urville. 

In the low Archipelago all Captai 1 Bet-chey’s discoveries and corrections are wanting. 

The Aleutian Isles and the coasts of Kamtchatka extremely inconect thiougiiout. 

In the Caroline and Marianne Islands, all the recent observations of Fruycinet, Duperrey, and 
Liitke are wanting. 

These are some of the most important errors in Arrowsinitli’s 
nine-sheet chart of fnc Pacific, professing to be corrected up to 
the year 1832. This is much to be regretted ; the more so, as at 
the time it was published by the late Mr. Arrowsmith, it was the 
best chart in Europe, and its former credit still causes it to cir¬ 
culate widely.* A list of these errors has been sent to Mr. 
Arrowsmith, and it is to be hoped they will be corrected. 

Admiral Krusenstcin says that Norie’s chart of the Pacific, in 
six sheets, is very superior to the former, but that several serious 
errors exist even in it; for instance, the corrections of-Duperrey 
and Lutke are not inserted: our own examination of this chart, 
as far as leisure has permitted, would lead to the same opinion, 
but we have every reason to believe that Mr. Norie is willing and 
anxious to correct every error that is pointed out; and we have 

* We are informed that forty copies of it are annually sent to the United States 
of America, besides those sold in England, 
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no doubt that a list of corrections that we have been enabled to 
send to him will be inserted shortly in a new edition. The Geo¬ 
graphical Society is indebted to Mr. Norie for some recent in¬ 
formation respecting a new group in tile Pacific, which will be 
found at p. 453, discovered in the spring of this year by Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s ship Actaeon. 

We believe we do but express the wish of all who are inte¬ 
rested in the welfare of seamen, and in the advancement of Hydro¬ 
graphy, in hoping that Admiral Krusenstern will continue to 
watch over all future discoveries with the same attention he has 
lately bestowed on those in the Pacific Ocean* 


IX .—Description Nantique des Cotes de VAlgerie. Par Capitaine 

A. Per aid; suivie de Notes, par M. De Tessan, Ingenieur 

Hydrographc. Paris, 1837. 

The detail of the operations of the various coast-surveys which 
have been executed by this country within the last five-and-twenty 
)ears, including, besides our own coasts, great part of the shores 
of the Mediterranean—the east and west coasts of Africa—the 
West Indies—and the shores of Patagonia, Chile, and Peru— 
lias, after being examined by the hydrographer, usually been con¬ 
signed to the “ Record Office,” those parts only being published 
which are requisite for our slapping,—as the chart and brief prac¬ 
tical sailing directions. Thus far the immediate object for which 
the surveys were • instituted is accomplished • but is it not much 
to be regretted that a large stock of valuable geographical inform¬ 
ation should thus be almost consigned to oblivion l 

The work before us is a happy innovation upon such a bad 
custom, and the great demand for it by the public, and the high 
praise it deservedly meets with wherever it is known, is a complete 
answer to the question we have heard asked, Who would read 
such a work?” Surely in a country so essentially maritime as Great 
Britain, an accurate nautical description of a coast will not only 
find readers, but will be highly appreciated by all who take an 
interest in geography. We are far from meaning to imply tlial 
such a description should take the place of sailing directions— 
never for one moment —they shuuld be brief, plain, and practical, 
such as a sailor, in the hour of need, may turn to with confidence ; 
but as an appendix to these directions, wc would gladly see such 
a description of a coast published, as may enable those, who are 
competent, to form some judgment of the accuracy of the survey 
represented on the chart, and such as geographers in the present 
day have a right to expect. 

The northern shore of Africa, from A1 Araish, on the confines 
.of Egypt on the east, to the gulf of Bugia on the west, was sur-* 
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veyed in detail under the direction of the British Government in 
1820— 4, by Captain W. H. Smyth, R.N.; again, from Bugia on 
the cast, to Cape Spartel, was examined by Tofino in 1783—f», 
and many of the positions of the excellent old Spanish hydro- 
grapher, as inserted in his Dc.rrotcrcf, are confirmed by recent 
observation. This latter survey being found inadequate to the 
wants of a rapidly growing intercourse between France and 
VAlgerie , the French government directed a more minute exami¬ 
nation of parts of the northern shore of Africa, of which the work 
before us is the result. * % 

The present sufvey of this coast extends from Cape Serrat in 
<)° 12' E. to the Ja’farm Islands in 2° 26' W., a distance of about 
700 miles; and the work before us is a detailed account by M. 
Bcrard, accompanicd by some excellent notes by M. de Tessan, 
of the contour and appearance of the coast; of the heights of 
mountains; and of the mode of conducting the survey, which 
leads us to place the fullest confidence in the accuracy of the 
results obtained. Such a work, from its nature, is not susceptible 
of analysis, but we subjoin a few of the principal positions deter¬ 
mined :— 



Lat. N. 


Long. 


Algiers 

36° 

47' 

20" 

3 C 

' 4 ' 

25" E. 

Areslikul . 

35 

19 

37 

1 

29 

0 

W. 

Abuja Pt. 

35 

53 

25 

0 

28 

0 

W. 

Bona 

3G 

53 

58 

. 7 

45 

56 

E. 

Bugia 

36 

46 

34 

5 

4 

51 

E. 

I Fratelli 

37 

18 

6 

9 

24 

19 

E. 

Galita Til. . 

37 

31 

14 

8 

56 

18 

E. 

Falcon Cape 

35 

46 

25 

0 

47 

11 

W. 

Fegalo Cape .<> 

35 

34 

18 

1 

11 

25 

W. 

Hone Cape 

35 

8 

20 

1 

49 

45 

W. 

Jezair-ul-Ja’farln 

35 

11 

0 

2 

26 

0 

W. 

Jcza'ir-ul-Habib 

35 

43 

28 

1 

7 

38 

W. 

Mars-al-Keblr 1 

35 

44 

21 < 

0 

41 

10 

W. 

Milonia Cape 

35 

6 

10 

2 

10 

45 

W. 

Noeli Mount 

35 

8 

0 

1 

41 

0 

W. 

Serrat Cape 

37 

14 

0 

9 

12 

23 

E. 

Tabarcah 

36 

57 

59 

8 

45 

28 

E. 


The charts accompanying this work are admirably engraved; 
they consist of a general chart in two sheets, on the scale of five 
inches to a degree—of five special charts, and six plans of islands 
and anchorages; and both they and the Work are illustrated by 
beautifully etched views of the whole coast, taken always on a south 
bearing, and drawn according to a fixed scale. Both*the charts 
and' the description do honour to MM. Beaulemps-Beaupre 
and Paussy, who directed the survey; and to MM. Berard and 
de Tessan, who have successfully carried it into execution. 
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I .—A General Statement of the Labours and Proceedings of the 
Expedition to the Euphrates , wider the Command of Colonel 
Ciiesn 15 Y , Reyal Artillery, F.R.S. .Copim undated by Colonel 
Chesncy, R.A., F.R.S., &c., and W. Ains^vorth, F.R.G.S., 
and For. Corr. Geog. Soc. of Paris. 

[We have the high gratification of being enabled to communicate 
the first and only complete account of the Euphrates Expedition 
which has yet been given to the public. The annexed brief his¬ 
tory of this remarkable undertaking extends from its commence¬ 
ment to its final breaking up; and further records the different 
objects which were accomplished even after that period, till the 
return home of the various parties. 

The enterprise itself was, in many points of view, one of the 
most interesting that has ever left the British shores. Its objects 
were the establishment of steam communication with India; its 
route lay through almost unexplored countries, than which there 
are few possessing more geographical or historical interest ; the 
expedition was directed by scientific officers well supplied with 
instruments ; and ultimate success was confidently expected. 

Nor has this expectation been disappointed; everything which 
could reasonably have been looked for, has been accomplished; 
the spirit of active inquiry and labour which appears to have ac¬ 
tuated the commander and all who were under him, combined 
with the uniform harmony and good feeling which prevailed under 
circumstances of no common trial, ought to be a source of national 
congratulation. Materials for a correct map of a very large por¬ 
tion of Northern Syria were collected; a line of levels was carried 
across from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates: Northern Me¬ 
sopotamia was explored, and the grand survey of the river com¬ 
menced with the descent of the steamers, and continued to its 
embouchure in the Persian Gulf. At a subsequent period two 
different ascents were made of (he Karim* and two descents of 
the Bahamishi'r, while the country intervening between the Je¬ 
rald and the Euphrates, the great Delta of Susiana, concerning 
which so much that is incorrect is perpetuate^ in our most modern 
maps, was examined. Twice was the river Tigris ascended to 
upwards of 4()0 miles beyond its junction with the Euphrates; 
a second line of levels carried between the Euphrates and the 
I’igris; new position? obtained by the journeys across the desert; 
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and a geological section of the Taurus, of several hundred miles 
in extent, were among the last of the successful labours of the 
expedition. 

A new country lias thus been opened to navigation, to com¬ 
merce, and to civilization, and the practicability of the introduction 
of steam navigation by boats properly constructed, has been placed 
beyond a doubt. Whatever may be made of this fact it is not 
our province to inquire; but it is highly gratifying to find that so 
much has been done towards forwarding the great objects of geo¬ 
graphical and general science; and we have much reason to re¬ 
joice when the fudds of the country and its men of enterprise are 
engaged in labours in which we may justly take the most patriotic 
pride; and the Geographical Society cannot but feel a debt of 
gratitude to those zealous officers and scientific men by whose 
energy and perseverance this remarkable undertaking has thus 
been accomplished.— Ed.] 

The object of the present communication is not to anticipate 
the interest which must naturally be felt by the members of the 
Geographical Society, as well as other public bodies, not only in 
the progress of the expedition to the Euphrates, but also in the 
results obtained to science and general knowledge ; for, to render 
these of any real value, they must be accompanied by the details 
of the means by which they were acquired. It is rather, there¬ 
fore, with a view to the exhibition of how those means have been 
applied, and how the capabilities of the expedition have been 
directed, that the present statement is made; not, however, omit¬ 
ting those details which a brief notice of this kind will admit, 
when torching upon the labours and the progress of the enter¬ 
prise itself. 

The voyage to Malta from Liverpool occupied a period of 
twenty-nine days, a great part of which time was taken up in 
working out the details and consolidating 'ilie original plans qf the 
commander. Among the scientific labours, independently of 
questions of general navigation, and drilling the men, were the 
rating of chronometers, observations in meteorology, on the tem¬ 
perature of the sea, and researches in natural history. 

At Malta some time was devoted to the determination of the 
intensity of magnetic forces, alid the amount of the dip of the 
needle. The cylinders used for the former experiments consisted 
of two pair which had been tried by Captain Sabine at Limerick, 
and another obtained through the kindness of Professor Lloyd, 
F.T.C.D., and tried at Dublin pr6#0t|s to departure; the whole 
set being subsequently experimented upon in London by Lieu¬ 
tenant Murphy, R.E., and also at Liverpool. 

An exploratory tour was also made in the interior of the islands 
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of Malta and Gozo, with a view of recognising, in a general way, 
their geological structure and natural productions. Some fossil 
shells of interest were obtained, alsy the plants of the season 
(March), and some species of animals * belonging to the classes 
tunicata, acalyplia (malacodermae) and polypi. 

During the stay at Malta, Colonel Chesney was much occupied 
with the general objects of the expedition, more particularly 
about the construction of flat boats. The George Canning had 
been separated from the Alban steamer, her consort, by rude 
weather off Corf:;, and it was found impossible to remedy this loss 
at the Mediterranean station ; but the admiral, Sir Josias Rowley, 
allowed the Columbine sloop to accompany the expedition to the 
mouth of the Orontes, and there was certainly every reason to 
rejoice in this arrangement; for not only was the George Canning 
taken in tow by the brig at all times when the weather permitted, 
but Commander Henderson and his officers secured the gratitude 
of every member of the expedition by their most efficient and 
zealous services in landing the stores. 

The connexion between the George Canning and the shore 
having been established by means of a hawser extending from the 
ship across the bar of the Orontes, a distance of 1200 yards, par¬ 
ties were sent on shore by the Columbine and George Canning 
with tents for their accommodation ; and the disembarkation was 
carried on with such spirit and activity, that the site designated 
“ Amelia depot” soon became a little camp, with a very mixed 
aspect, replete with bustle and useful occupations. The bar at 
the mouth of the river was at all times dangerous, and on one 
occasion Commander Henderson, with his boat’s crew, narrowly 
escaped a watery grave. • 

The observatory being fixed, Lieutenant Murphy applied him¬ 
self to astronomical observations, more especially with the transit 
instrument that had come out with the expedition. The survey 
was soon afterwards begun under Lieutenant Murphy, Mr. 
Thompson, and Mr. Stenhouge (who was sent by the admiral), at 
Ladiki’ych, or Ladhikfyeh (Laodicea), but was limited to a deter¬ 
mination of the outline of the coast, with its soundings, and an 
examination of the coast itself. Mr. Ainsworth also accompanied 
the party for purposes of natural history. 

The sites of Heraclea and PAssidium wfcrc recognised. On 
their return, an excursion was made to the summit of Pliny’s 
Wonder, Mount Cassius or Jebel el Akra’.* The succession of 
the various forms of vegetation was noted. The party bivouacked 
near the summit, on which, April '28th, there still remained some 
patches of snow. The results given by the barometer, which was 
observed at various heights, compared with a register kept at the 


* Mount Bald. 
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same time by Lieutenant Eden, R.N., in the depot, coincided 
closely with those obtained trigonometrically by Lieutenant Mur¬ 
phy, and which gave lor the elevation above the sea 5318 feet; 
but this mountain, notwithstanding its great height, is entirely 
composed of supracretaceous limestones, characterised by cones 
and cerithia*. At its north-eastern foot is an extensive deposit of 
highly crystalline gypsum, and, to the south-east, diallage rocks 
and serpentines break through the same formations, accompanied 
by lacustrine marls and silicious limestones. 

On the 29tli April a party, consisting of Lieutenant Murphy, 
Mr. Ainsworth, and Mr. Thompson, left the Orontesin a country 
boat to commence the survey of the Gulf of Iskenderun and its 
neighbouring shores. The first points visited were Arsus and 
Rhossus; an ascent was then made to Jebel el Sa'ir,* on which 
they bivouacked. Next came Iskenderun, and in its neighbour¬ 
hood Jacob’s Well, the site of Myriandros; to the south the pass 
of Beilan, gates of Syria (Ptolemy), Amanian gates (Strabo), a 
defile in the mountains separating Amanus from Rhossus, and 
leading from Myriandros into the plain of Antioch f or El’ *Umk. 

To the north are the remains of a marble gateway, commonly 
called Jonas’ Pillars (Cilician Gates of Ptolemy, Q. Curtius, and 
Arrian); this place was the midnight halt of Alexander. The 
description of Xenophon refers to a narrow place contiguous to 
the sea, that of Arrian to the ascent of the hills that shut up the 
same plain contiguous to the sea. The latter applies itself dis¬ 
tinctly to these ruins. Half a mile north of the Cilician Gates 
is the river Merkez-sui (Carsus), and beyond a wall terminating 
in the sea, with a tower at the foot of the mountains; the Carsus 
passes between two walls near the village of Merkcz. This is 
the wall and gates of Xenophon : they are built of stone. Far¬ 
ther north is Bayas (Bane Anton. I tin.) Myriandros of Williams’s 
Geography of Ancient Asia; and there are several populous 
villages between Bayas and the river of Issus (Pinarus). At a 
subsequent period, in company with Colonel Chesney, tliis river 
was examined in detail, and also the ruins of a considerable town 
near-Some hills which enclose the Issic plain to the north-west, 
the J&wur DaghJ or Amanus being east (pass of Darius, Amanian 
gates of Arrian), the whole corresponding closely with the latter 
historian’s description. Whcrft the gulf runs to the west there 
are ruins of forts, castles and gateways. *From thence, proceeding 
north-west by Kurd Kul&k (Wolfs Ear, near Tardequeia of 
D’Anville and Reqnell) to Missisah (Mopsuestia), at a pass 
through low hills of sandstone, are the remains of a road and 


* Little Castle Mountain. (Abulfedffi Tab. Syr. p. 165.) 

I Heathen’s Hill, 


f Antikiyeh. 
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archway, constructed in part of sandstone, but chiefly of polygonal 
masses of basalt and lava, which no doubt have given rise to its 
name, Demir Kapu (Iron Gate), ancj Kara Kapii (Black Gate), 
the Armenian gates of Ptolemy, (Amanica' Pyla? of Colonel 
Leake,) Upper Armenian gates (Rcnnell), Timur Kapu,* or the 
Gate of Tamerlane (Mecca Itinerary by Geographical Society of 
Paris). From hence the party visited Ay as (TRgae), the mouths 
of the Jeihun (Pyramus), where an interesting examination took 
place of the progress of alluvial deposits. The most westerly 
point reached was Kara-tash, the site of Mallus and Megarsus. 
The whole of the party being sick, the pass S>f Ileilan was the 
only position examined on the return to Antioch. 

In the neighbourhood of Amelia depot the points of most in¬ 
terest were the course of the Orontes, examined by Lieutenant 
Cloaveland, Messrs. Eden, Charlcwood and Fitzjames; and the 
ruins of Seleucia Pieria were also made the object of interesting 
researches about the samt? time that various other undertakings 
were in progress. The gentlemen already named, in conjunction 
with Messrs. Hector and Bell, were in turns employed on dif¬ 
ferent points, repairing and widening the road from the mouth of 
the Orontes to Antioch, a work of considerable labour, especially 
in making the fords over the rivers practicable for waggons. 
Major Estcourt and Dr. Staunton had gone on a journey to the 
civil governor of Syria at Damascus, visiting, as they returned, 
Ba’lbek and the cedars of Lebanon. Lieutenant Lynch was 
employed in improving the line of route from Antioch by Jisr 
Hadid to Bir; and lastly. Lieutenant Cockburn was employed 
(after Major Estcourt’s visit to Reshid Pasha at Diyar-bekr) in 
throwing up some slight field-w 7 orks, and constructing slips at a 
spot selected for this purpose one mile and three quarters below 
Bir, on the river’s bank, and designated as Port William. 

To avoid the mischievous effects of idleness, as well as to carry 
the , heavy weights to “Antioch by water (when denied all other 
means by the local government), the Tigris w 7 as put together at 
the Orontes during the month of May. Towards the middle of 
June commenced the despatch of light stores on camels and 
mules, and towards its close some trains of waggonsj passed 
through Antioch carrying heavy weights; but this being found a 
dilatory operation, the water eotnmunicatirtn was looked to once 
more, along a new line,* which promised many advantages. 

The Orontes, the Lake of Antioch, and the Kara-su were 
therefore examined, and upon the reports and maps thus ob- 


* Or rather Temir kapu, iron gate. (Recueil de la Soc. de Geographic, tom. ii., 
p, 103.)—F. S. 

f Twenty-seven vehicles of different kinds were constructed at Amelia depot, 
anil there were thirty-three, including the waggons, from England. 
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tained, the commander ordered a depdt (the 2nd) to be formed 
at Guzel Burj (Pretty Tower), a village on the Orontes, three 
miles above Antioch, wjhcae the infinite variety of baggage, in¬ 
cluding the more ponderous objects, such as boilers, the eight 
sections (into which the Tigris had been divided), diving-bell, 
&c., were to be put on rafts, flat boats, and pontoons, in order to 
be transported by the Orontes into the Kara-sii (black water), 
and along this navigable stream into the lake, keeping along its 
western side on account of the deeper water,, and ultimately 
•ascending the ultra Kara-su to a spot called Murtid Pashd, near 
the village of Guf* Basin' (head of the lake), a little beyond the 
junction of the Aswaud and Egrif Rivers, the whole distance 
being fourteen hours from Guzel Burj, The abundant spring, 
called Gul Bashf, issues out of a pseudo-volcanic mound rising 
out of the plain. The bridge of Murad Pasha is chiefly a cause¬ 
way resting on the soil, but in part supported by arches, and 
crossing that part of the plain of el ’Umk, which is most liable to 
be inundated, for a distance of about three miles. This plain is 
inhabited by pastoral and nomad Turkomans, living in tents, who 
are a quiet people. The ancients appear to have known in this 
tract the rivers Ainaparos, Arccuthus, Labotas, Ufrenus, and the 
ditch of Meleager. The actual affluents of the lake are the 
Aswad,| the Yaghra (uniting to form the Kara-su), the ’Afrin, 
traversing the Cyrrhcstica, the rivulet of Harim,§ the Amguli|| 
and the Orontes ; but the first-mentioned have various tributaries 
to the north with different appellations. On the road to the 
valley of the ’Afrin arc some thermal springs,’A1 Hainmmn (tlK. 
baths), issuing at the point of junction of Plutonic rocks with 
tertiary dolomites. The waters of these springs are said to have 
originated in different earthquakes, and present corresponding 
differences of temperature. 

It is a distance of*about 111 miles across the Syrian Desert,^ 
from Murad Pasha to Port William. The first part of it is billy* 
but not unfertile between A1 Hammam and ’Azaz, (Minniza of 
Ant. Itinerary;) the summit level of this hilly region being 1723 
feet above the sea. The second part, from ’Azaz to Port Wil¬ 
liam, is for the most part level, at the best undulating, containing 
the valleys of the Koweik (Chalus) and the Saj ur; the first of 
which is in this line *1263 feet,* and the Sajur 1363 feet (in its 
bed), above the level of the Mediterranean. These plains arc 
everywhere fertile, for the most part cultivated and abounding in 
populous villages, consisting of Fellah** Arabs, Kurds, Turkish 

* Geul, according to the French* or gol, according to the German orthography, 
if pronounced as at Constantinople.—F. H. 

t Kgrl, i. t. crooked. J Black, i. e. kara. § Or Ilcrem. j| OrEmgolI. 

Quarterly Review, No. 97, Captain Chesney’s Report. ** Husbandmen. 
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tribes and mixed races, possessing bullocks in great abundance 
along the whole of the direct line, which passed a little way south¬ 
ward of ’A'in-tdb, the ancient Antioqjhea ad Taurum, and now a 
garrisoned town of large size and some commercial importance. 

The general arrangements for the transport were, that Lieu¬ 
tenant Cleaveland and Mr. Charlewood were to convey the 
boilers, &c., to Guzel Burj, from whence they were to proceed 
under Mr. Fitzjames to Murad Pasha by water, to be conveyed 
from thence to Port William by Major Estcourt, assisted by 
Lieutenant Eden ; and as there was a line of waggons connecting 
the boats with the sea on one side, and the ■Euphrates on the 
other, the three portions of the grand line were simultaneously in 
operation, and also a fourth, viz. camels and mules carrying the 
light stores direct from Amelia depot to Port William, by the 
Antioch route, through Jisr Hadi'd. Lieutenant Cleaveland ob¬ 
tained bullocks with a moderate degree of difficulty, and his in¬ 
genuity and perseverance* didj the rest, by removing everything 
to Guzel Burj, where they were successively embarked for Mu¬ 
rad Pasha; but here things were at a stand-still; and although 
the strongest orders were constantly issued by Ibrahim Pasha, 
very few bullocks could be obtained even at the highest prices by 
Major Estcourt, whose unwearied efforts could only secure the 
tantalising but ingenious result of an abundance of bullocks along 
the whole line, except the first and last stages; consequently the 
boilers which had remained from ten to twelve weeks on their 
carriages, might have continued at Murad Pasha until now, if we 
had not exerted oui'selves to bring them on one at a time with our 
own horses, instead of bringing on a number of the heavy weights 
at the same time with bullocks ; and the result was, that the 
officers and men had to toil along the great line of route from 
Murad Pash:i, exposed for months to the great heats of noon, the 
chills of night, and to the baneful effects of what Humboldt ex¬ 
pressively calls an extrtnne climate, the thermometer being as 
high as 110° in the shade (JulyJ, and as low as 8° in the winter, 
during which some of the boilers were flooded and the diving 
bell actually lost in an extensive sheet of water near A1 I/am- 
mam.J The Euphrates being already complete, bullocks were 
given to perform the impossible task (as it was thought) of bring¬ 
ing on the Tigris boilers, which \tere warped out of the lake by 
manual labour, and ultimately taken to Port William, by Lieu- 

* Eight hundred and forty-one camels and 160 mules were employed in all; 
and the greater part of these caravans were stopped or* the frontier by the Pasha, 
in order to cause delay, by forcing us to bring others from the Sultan’s territory. 

f In addition to pulleys, &c., the boilers were actually moved lip the hills inch 
by inch with jack-screws, by Mr. Charlewood and Lieutenant Cleaveland. 

1 Mr. Hectur found the diving-bell by means of long poles, aud then rolled it 
under water, for the most part half a mile, to its carriage. 
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tenant Cleaveland, Messrs. Eden, Charlewood# and Hector, the 
only officers then effective. Not one individual officer or man 
employed in thjs enterprise^ escaped at least one serious illness; 
nor is it at all surj$risin£ that some fell* * * § victims to trials so long 
continued,,, Sfnd to a climate so often replete with morbid miasmata 
as Murad Pasha, the worst of the stations;; yet the -malaria only 
proved fatal when other causes combined to render it so; nor 
need the splendid scenery qr the magnificent climate of Syria be 
approached with feajyfor it's malaria is nrtt a pestilence; and the 
circumstances under which the expedition was placed, toiling on 
lakes and rivers, dwelling in the marsh with almost reckless ex¬ 
posure to the inid-day sun followed by the dew of night, require 
a separate consideration, .and perhaps- the surprise will then be 
that a greater fatality did not occur amongst a body of mCn (about 
eighty-five) in general unseasoned, during the laborious and al¬ 
most unexampled transport of two large iron steamers,f which 
were subsequently set up, with the engines, &c., quite as safe and 
even more perfect in their working details than when sent out of 
the makers’ hands at Liverpool, notwithstanding a long journey, 
with all the difficulties which could be thrown in the way, under¬ 
hand, by the local government. 

Previous to taking medical charge of the station at Murad 
Pdsliit, Mr. Ainsworth had made an examination of the less fre¬ 
quented countries immediately south of Antioch. He crossed 
the mountains at Peit-oI-MaJ (the Daphne of Pocoeke), and en¬ 
tered forests which covered a great basin of tertiary rocks, chiefly 
cerithea limestone, silicious limestone, and lacustrine marls with 
gypsum everywhere broken up and dislocated ,by serpentine and 
diallage rocks. It is only in the valley of Antioch that the plio¬ 
cene formations show themselves, and enabled Mr. A. to deter¬ 
mine the period of the elevation of the Plutonic rocks of the silico- 
magnesian series. From Ladikiyeh he followed Maundrell’s route, 
by the country of the Maronites and Jebel-el-Akrad, the northern 
prolongation of the mountains of the N osairiychs, and by the Galley 
of I3edame,§ rich in scammony (Convolvulus scaiflthonia), to that 
of the Orontcs, which he joined at Jisr §bghcir,|| the Larissa of 
Gosselin and Seleucus Pelus of D’Anville. A Roman road led 
to Karjtt-el-Muchk,5f where are ruins of a highly ornamental 
character. Part of* the town t is enclosed in an ancient castle, 
situate on a hill; the other ruins lie in. a plain; part of a strong 

* Seven men of the expedition, and one workman. 

f The labour fell chiefly upon Major Est court, 43rd Light Infantry, Lieutenant 
Cleaveland, Messrs. Eden, Charlewood and Fitzjames, li.N. 

J UeVt-el-nui (water-house) is an ancient aqueduct leading to Duwei’r (Little 
Convent) the ancient Daphne.—F. S. 

§ Beit-ul-ma.—F. S. |J Little Bridge. 

II Castle of the Defile, near Fdmiyah (Apamea).—F. S, 
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wall and an archway still exist, and also the remains o i a temple. 
In the adjoining lake are the celebrated black fish, the sources of 
a distant commerce, which were recognised to be the Macroptero- 
notus niger of naturalists. * • 

From Mudik he visited the little'centre of primitive Christi¬ 
anity in the mountains of Rfha and Edleb, abounding in monu¬ 
ments of a hierarchy then new, and he returned subsequently by 
the borders of the great plain to Antioch. 

At this period, August 1835, Lieutenant Murphy commenced 
the grand line levels from the Mediterranean to the Euphrates 
with reference to canals, and other objects of *leep interest con¬ 
nected with science. Many obstacles occurred at first; prolonged 
malaria had unfitted all, for exposure to the sun ; Lieutenant 
Cockburn and Mr. Thompson, after a short exertion, were both 
laid up; Lieutenant Murphy was also seriously ill. Ultimately, 
after another beginning, the last-mentioned industrious officer 
started for Port William, where he was required in the observa¬ 
tory, and the levelling was continued by Mr. Thompson, who 
completed this important part of the original plan, and by which 
the bed of the River Euphrates is determined to be G28 feet 
above the level of the Mediterranean. 

Nearly at the same time a party, composed of Lieutenant 
Lynch, his brother, Mr. Staunton and Mr. Elliott, set out on a 
mission of a friendly nature to the Arabs. They visited the 
tribes of Wuld, ’Anezeh, Gfzeh, the Bu Sip a hi and some of the 
Turkomans, from all of whom they met a favourable reception. 
The ’Anezeh alone showed a doubtful disposition, and the Bil 
Lilchf, one of their tributaries, wounded one of the servants 
severely. , 

This hostility did not, however, appear to be directed against 
the expedition so much as with a view of plundering those gen¬ 
tlemen who had ventured amongst them; and the sheikh imme¬ 
diately offered to compromise the matter by presents, which were 
declined as a matter of policy, in the hope that an unsettled affair 
of blood may tend to keep the ’Anezeh in better order as regards 
their future intercourse with the expedition. 

In the early part of January last. Colonel Chesney left his 
bed, and was actually put on his horse to prosecute a scientific 
journey to Mount Taurus and pgirt of Asia Minor; he was ac¬ 
companied by Lieutenant Murphy and Mr. Ainsworth, both in¬ 
valids; also Mr. Staunton. The party proceeded by ’Ain Tab 
to Kill's, and thence to the eastern acclivities of Amanus, in the 
parallel of Issus, but no passage could be Effected at that season 
of the year. Repelled to the south, the mountains were passed 
by Bagras, through the Be’ilan pass, to Iskendrun, from whence 
the party proceeded by the Cilician gates and Bay as, to the plain 

vot. VII. 2 F 
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of Issus, sufficient time having been devoted to the examination of 
the vari6us questions of historical geography connected with this 
most interesting district; the great road towards Constantinople 
was followed by Bemir Kapu and Kurd Kuldk, “ the Wolf’s 
Ear,” Tardequiea, and by the plain of Chokur Ovah, “ the Plain 
of the Pit,” crossing the Jebel en-nur, “ Mountain of Light,” 
bearing on its rocky summit to the north Shah Miiran,* “ the Castle 
of the Serpent,” and along the left bank of the Jeihan S6, “ the 
River Gihon,”f to Missfsah,^ the ancient Mopsuestia, now almost 
in ruins, but once, like Tarsus, one of the chief titics of Cilicia. 
From Missi'sah the party continued across the plain by Adanah 
(head quarters of the Ptfshdlik) to the last-mentioned town, where 
they found the French consul, Mons. Gilet, engaged in excavating 
a monument close to the place, of great solidity, and apparently 
very remote antiquity. It consists of an inclosure in the form of a 
parallelogram, with two masses within of similar form nearly, one 
at each extremity; also two massive transverse parallelograms at 
the eastern extremity. The walls and masses were of the most 
solid construction, without the least appearance of any thing like a 
sepulchral chamber in any part of this extensive mass, at least as 
low down as the level of the ground around it. 

The road followed on leaving Tarsus led over the sub-alpine 
country at the foot of Taurus, consisting of tertiary rocks in great 
variety near the centre of the Tauric chain. The lead mines of 
Rule Bogh&z were visited; they occur in limestones belonging to 
the cretaceous series, and are in the valley south of the grand 
pass of the same name, but worked injudiciously. The pass itself 
was then examined almost to the summit-level, and the party re¬ 
gained the more level „ country on the south side of the Great 
Mountains in order to visit the town of Sis, and the border terri¬ 
tories of the Sult&n and Pasha; here the inhabitants have so bad 
a name that no muleteer or guide could be induced to proceed 
along the mountains in that direction ; and whilst overcoming the 
difficulties made by the alarms of the people. Colonel Ch^sney 
and Mr. Ainsworth were separated from the rest of the party, 
and made their way to Sis on foot by one line, directed by the 
compass alone; whilst Lieutenant Murphy and Mr. Staunton 
reached it by another; each traversing a romantic and beautiful 
country formed by the wooded abutments of Taurus, and peopled 
by well disposed peasants, instead of being all robbers as they 

* Yilan kal’eh-si ; also called SMh Mir an Kal’eh-si, t. e. “ King of the Ser¬ 
pents’ Castle.” Jihan-numa, p. 602. Yilan signifies serpent in Turkish, Mar in 
Persian.—F. S. * 

t Jihau, “ World,” is not spelt with the same letters as Jeihan or Jaihan, the 
Arab corruption of the Hebrew Gilmn. Jihan is Persian; Jeihan Arabic; hut by 
the Tuiks these words may easily he confounded.—-F. S. 

J Vulgd, Misfs (Otter, Voyages, i, 71),—F. S. 
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were represented. During about 125 miles of country, com¬ 
posed almost entirely of tertiary sandstone (Ostracite 'sandstone 
of Kupffer), they crossed the Seihun-Jeihun, the Korrykoon, 
and several smaller but good sized rivefs, wadering this interesting 
country, which terminates at Sis, the residence of an Armenian 
patriarch, the third in importance at the present day, with a re¬ 
spectable palace, and a large convent in his charge. Whilst at 
Sis an expedition was made into Mount Taurus, and the moun¬ 
tain of Kara Sis, “ Black Si's,” ascended, after crossing a part of 
the crystalliofe-plutonic formations. The researches were then 
directed towards Anazarba on the plain: the*ruins of the city are 
still extant, backed by an isolated mountain, bearing a castle of 
various architecture. Such solitary hills rising out of the plains 
are not unfrequent here, and they mostly bear castellated build¬ 
ings on their summits, as Si's, Sh&li Mardn, Turn, Anazarba and 
Others. From Anazarba the party crossed the plain, village, 
and district of Khas, and there entered the mountainous country 
which led by Anabat to Mar’ash. The chain was not crossed 
without much difficulty; the narrow pathway was carried along¬ 
side and down precipices that were very steep; so much so, that 
it became necessary several times to unload the horses and carry 
the baggage over the most dangerous places, on one of which a 
horse was hurled downwards until brought up by a tree. The 
culminating point of this part of Taurus is called Durdun Dagli; 
the chain is composed of mica slates, clay slates with graphite or 
plumbago, quartz schists, quartzites and diorites, with uplifted 
limestones belonging to the supracretaceous series. The great 
and massive mountain which rises above Mar’ash, and there 
known by the name of Agra D&gh, consists of tertiary sandstone, 
and limestone, tilted up and reposing on serpentine and diallage 
rocks, which would indicate different geographical connexions. 
The direction of Agra* D£gh is nearly from S.W. to N. E.; that 
of the schistose chain <of Durdun Dagh, a little south of east; that 
of Jawur Ddgh (Amanus) is the same as Agra Ddgh, and its 
structure is also the same. Colonel Chesney returned to Port 
William from Mar’ash, leaving directions for the remainder of 
the party to proceed in the direction of Someis&t, O'rfah, &c.; 
but being thrown back on Rdm-kal’ah-f by the swollen rivers, they 
returned to Port William, surveying the river between those 
places. During the \vhole period of their progress the positions 
of the principal places, ancient and modern, were determined 
astronomically by Lieutenant Murphy, and careful itineraries 
kept in addition to bearings, taken, wheb practicable, with the 
theodolite, or Kater’s compass, according to circumstances. The 


* Yaghrfi.—F.S. f Rome’s Castle. Properly RGm kal’ah-sl. 
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result of these labours has been, in the first place, to connect 
the surveys of the coast of Ladiki'yeli and Issus with those of 
Captain Beaufort; and in tfye second, to carry on these surveys 
to the Euphrates. " 

On the day following the return of the first party, another was 
sent out by the commanding officer to finish that part of the plan 
which had been interrupted. This one consisted of Lieutenant 
Lynch, Lieutenant Eden, R.N., and Mr. Ainsworth. Agreeably 
to the instructions received, the party took up the former work at 
Rum-kaVah, proceeding from thence along the left bank, carefully 
surveying the river*as far as Someisat, the birth-place of Lucian. 
The ruins of this celebrated place are just recognisable; the 
modern town small and poor, but the valley itself fertile as it is 
described to have been in former times, and ferry boats are still 
kept up to pass the river to and from O'rfah. The course of the 
Euphrates from this ancient Zeugma to that above Bir, differs 
from what has been represented on most maps; it flows, in fact, 
in the general direction of south-west, and is not turned, as an 
incorrect reading of Strabo would infer (Rennell and D’Anville), 
to the south-east. 

Someisat having been fixed, it was then connected astronomi¬ 
cally as well as by an itinerary with LJ'rfah (Rohii, O'rfah,* 
with its progress of corruption; Callirrhoe, Edessa, Justinopolis 
and Antiochia under successive masters). To the north of the 
city are evidences, in cones, lines and circles of elevation, of 
pseudo-volcanic action. The fish venerated so much in ancient 
times are still preserved in the marble basins of the mosque of 
Ibrahim Khalil, and were recognised to be a kind of barbel. 
From O'rfah the great .Mesopotamian plain was crossed in the 
direction of Ilarran; " Carrac clade Crassi nobiles,”f and still 
more interesting as the residence of Abraham. Ilarran was also 
connected with its rival in antiquity, Seruj, of which scarcely any 
vestige remains. In the plain around the Ruined site of the latter 
place, the party met two colossal lions sculptured in basalt with 
refined taste (basanite, basalt with disseminated augite). These 
may possibly be the remains of that vanity which prompted Anto¬ 
ninus Caracalla to assert that a lion fought by his side in his 
Parthian wars. 

Dr. Heifer having been separated from the rest of the party 
when proceeding towards the Taurus, a journey then made by 
him to the Salt Lake, south-east of Aleppo, led to the discovery 
of an ancient city near a basaltic range, four hours south-east of 
the lake. There are some remains of a temple and several 

* It ia more than doubtful whether Rolls and O'rfah are derived from the last 
part of Callirrhoe.—F. S. 

f Plinii Nat. Hist. v. 24. 
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Creek inscriptions which have been furnished, with a detailed 
description of this hitherto unknown place, by Dr. Heifer. 

Early in February an opportune* reinforcement arrived, con¬ 
sisting of four sappers from England, and six seamen from the 
Columbine, which restored the expedition to its original strength; 
and the experiments with the pendulum, dipping needle, and other 
instruments being completed, the expedition was put in motion on 
the lfith March, the Euphrates taking the lead to survey, and 
give the benefit of rough charts, and a pilot to the Tigris, in order 
that she might follow at one or, at most, t^o moves, and thus 
spare fuel as much as possible. 

Previous to the actual descent, the Euphrates passed up rather 
a bad rapid, and stemmed the strong current as far as the town 
of Bir, in the most satisfactory manner, displaying the Sulf&n’s 
standard, and saluting him with 21 guns, which were returned 
from the castle, and by the acclamations of the astonished 
Moslems, who crowded both banks to be really certain that iron 
could be made to float, and to surmount the force of a current, 
now overcome for the first time, and “ God was blest for such a 
creation, and sending men amongst them, ten of whom could take 
their town.” 

The first 101 miles of the river were carefully surveyed, in the 
following manner. A boat was despatched ahead, usually for a 
distance of 20 or 25 miles, sounding and taking bearings, which 
being placed on paper, when the officer returned, he became pilot 
to the vessel for the distance examined, and a second set of bear¬ 
ings with a double set of soundings were taken from the vessel’s 
deck. Simultaneously with the water operations thus carried on 
by Lieutenant Cleaveland and Messrs. Eden, Charlewood, Fitz- 
james and Hector, there were two other sets on land, viz. a chain 
of ground, trigonometrical angles along the principal heights, 
based on astronomical^ points, by Lieutenant Murphy, R.E., and 
a smaller one, with a succession of short base lines from bend to 
bend, by Major Estcourt. 

The land as well as water parties naturally involved much in¬ 
tercourse with Arabs, who have shown themselves well-disposed, 
except in one instance, when it became necessary to fire a nine- 
pounder blank to save a sheikh^ their enejny, who was attacked 
whilst in our boat. 

The state of the rifer was very favourable, although the Eu¬ 
phrates was once aground, owing to the deception caused for the 
moment by a bright meridian sun; but th* deep part of the river 
was 420 yards wide at the spot in question, where we remained 
some days digging the vessel out, nor did she suffer in the slightest 
degree. 
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The survey of the river Euphrates, as far as Balis,* by Major 
Estcourt, and by Lieutenant M urpliy, was laid down, and a copy 
transmitted to England. 'After some demonstrations of a hostile 
nature, the ’Anezeh, the most powerful among the Arabs of the 
desert, had earnestly sought and obtained a treaty of friendship 
and alliance. Several new or rare animals had been added to 
our collection. The existence of the beaver, either in the Eu¬ 
phrates or its affluents, had been ascertained. One of the family 
of crocodiles had also been observed.f The flora was that of 
spring, rich in the gorgeous forms and beautiful colours almost 
peculiar to the East. The Amaryllidese, Asphodeliae, Liliaceae 
and Melanthaceae afforded an abundant harvest. 

From B&lis the survey was carried on partly in boats, in which 
the duty was alternately performed by Lieutenants Lynch, Cleave- 
land, Eden, Messrs. Charlewood, Fitzj antes and Hector, and 
which had in view the soundings of the river, as well as the recog¬ 
nition of its geographical features. Lieutenant Murphy conti¬ 
nued to fix, by astronomical means, every important point, and, 
indeed, any station where an opportunity was afforded to him. 
This was continued as far as to ’ A'nah; but the Euphrates and 
Tigris steamers having joined company at Giaber, a degree of 
celerity was given to our movements, which was found to be in¬ 
compatible with this mode of survey, and as additional security 
was given by allowing the Tigris to lead the way, she drawing 
considerably less water than the Euphrates, the survey was now 
carried on almost entirely by Colonel Chesney, by a system of 
bearings carefully taken from the deck of the steamer, accompa¬ 
nied by double soundings, and by the astronomical determina¬ 
tions of Lieutenant Murphy. 

The site of the forests of the kings of Syria, at Balis, still 
abounds in wild boars, and the wilderness around with wolves, 
jackals and foxes; at'-this place commences the growth of the 
tamarisk, the most frequent and the most abundant plant on i-he 
banks of the Euphrates, from hence to its embouchure; twenty- 
three new plants which show themselves at Balis, follow for 140 
miles down the river. The castle of Ja’ber,]; the next place visited, 
according to Golius named Dauser, after its founder, by a tradi¬ 
tion of the natives, wquld appeaj to owe its origin to Alexander 
the Great. It is built on a mound of marl and gypsum. The 
ford in which Suleiman Shah was supposed to be drowned still 
exists. The attention of the expedition was now called to El 


* Abulphedae Tabula Syria, p. 65,130.—P. S. 

f Living specimens of the Tnonyx Euphratica, and of the Trionyx of the Orontes, 
which differed specifically from that ol' the Euphrates, had been transmitted to 
Europe. 

t Kal’ahi Ja’ber. 
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Hammdm, a camel’s ford; a distance of forty-five milea (fifteen 
parasangs) from Balis, is equivalent to what Cyrus made in three 
days’ march, and the point where, in ajjl probability, the 10,000 
Greeks and the army of Alexander crossed the river Euphrates. 
There are still the remains of a well-constructed causeway, which 
leads to the ruins of Sura (Flavia firma Sura), from Resafah, 
a city on the great road of Roman and Palmyrean commerce. On 
the northern side of Thapsachus two ancient castles and the 
remains of a causeway are met with on the road which the Ma¬ 
cedonians held in their way to Nicephoriuip, formerly Caine 
(Benj. of Tudela, Gen. x. 11); but subsequently Calonicos 
(Abulfaragius), and Callinicum (Strabo, Pliny), and Rakkah 
under the caliphs. The ruins of this place were examined, and 
astronomical observations, probably the first since the days of Al- 
Bategnius (A1 Batani), were taken in the walls of Harun al 
Rashid’s palace. 

The forest of ’Aran, south of Rakkah, consists chiefly of poplar 
trees (Gliarab* of the Arabs, which has been mistaken for a wil¬ 
low), of mulberry, tamarisk, brambles, clematis, a lygeum, and 
an Asparagineae, which wind like creepers amidst the dense un¬ 
derwood. The forest furnished a new species of Gerbillus, dif¬ 
fering from the G. Tamaracinus of Pallas, which it otherwise 
most approaches, being, including its tail, seventeen inches in 
length ; Pallas’s quadruped is only six. 

The winding and tortuous Euphrates led hence to a rocky pass 
of tertiary deposits covered by a volcanic formation, which shelter 
the marble walls and antique ruins of Zenobia, a custom-house, 
and probably a summer residence of the Palmyrean Queen. 
High on the cliff to the left, and on tlfe opposite bank of the 
river, is the ruined castle of Zelebi, probably Cis and’ Ultra 
Euphratic Zenobias. With respect to natural history, this place 
is not so interesting ag Balis. There were no quadrupeds; of 
birds, the turtle dove, magpie, graculus, hawks, and partridges 
were tenants of the solitude. Among the plants, umbellifereae 
began to predominate. There were also beds of allium. 

A sombre country with brushwood and marsh, with an occa¬ 
sional village of Arabs, now inclosed in forts with quadrangular 
mud walls, extends from hence to the ^small town of De'ir. 
Flights of locusts were passing fly. There we obtained bitumen 
in a solid form, resembling lignite, and experiments were made 
upon its combustibility and adaptation to the furnace of the 
steamers. The navigation from Deir to JCerkisiya (Cercusium) 
Iqy through a level country, chiefly marsh, with districts of tama¬ 
risk and some cultivated lands. The Tigris succeeded in ascend - 


* The Gharab (for so the Kam&s and Sih&h spell it) is the white poplar.—F. S. 
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ing the Kh&bGr (Araxes) for miles. The opinion advocated by 
Colonel Chesney, that this is the river which Trajan, after build¬ 
ing his fleet in Singar, descended to the Euphrates, clears up 
many difficulties in the contradictory reports furnished to us by 
the historians of the time, who carry the emperor down the Tigris 
to Babylon (Dion. Cassius, edit. Reimar. Hamb., lib. 63, chap. 
26 ). Julian, who professedly followed Trajan’s steps, accord¬ 
ing to Ammianus (edit. Wagner, Erfurdt, lib. 23, chap. 2), also 
embarked at this place and sailed down the river Euphrates. 
Mosquito persecution began at this otherwise interesting spot, and 
the foot-prints of lions were visible on the river banks.* 

The country preserved nearly the same character to the small 
town of Mayerthein, which is built at about three miles and a half 
from the castle of Rahabah itself, on or by the site of an ancient 
city of the same name. Amid the stones of the modern castle 
occurred numerous light bricks, with surfaces covered with vitri¬ 
fied bitumen of a dark green, in the same manner as is observed 
at Babylon. The name remounts to the highest antiquity, if 
such an association can be established (Gen. x. 11). The next 
day’s journey brought us to the ruins of a considerable place, now 
called Salahiyah. j- The walls, a noble gateway, and an extensive 
castle, arc all that remains; but these relics were imposing from 
their appearance of massive simplicity. The country around is 
a red stony desert. The ruins are tenanted by the Tartarian 
wolf, a ptyodactyl gecko clambers on the walls, a long-limbed 
pimelia runs across the desert; but the river flows in a valley 
nearly 300 feet below, where there is vegetation and abundant 
animal life. A new and peculiar form of the family of Larideae, 
apparently peculiar to the great waters of the Euphrates, was first 
met with in these parallels. 

The day of our departure from Salahiyah was marked by a 
fatal phenomenon. < A dense cloud of ^ust, raised by a local 
wind, came travelling across the desert, accompanied in its M>n- 
ward progress by large torrents of rain, which poured their inces¬ 
sant waters upon the darkened earth. The hurricane, which 
entailed the loss of the Tigris, exceeded what had occurred in 
the memory of the oldest inhabitant. They call it fatul.J During 

—- 7 -s-—- 

* The vegetation of summer was characterised by woolly, thorny and aculeated 

I limits. The soil had become brown and fallow. The splendid colours of flowering 
mlbous plants was succeeded by an infinity of rude secies, chiefly Composites, 
most numerous, both in individuals and in species. Papilionacese were also fre¬ 
quent- But mixed genera, ha Artemsia, Glycherrizese, Mimosas, Ononis and Tama¬ 
risk, occupied alone, and to the exclusion of all other forms of vegetation, the mpst 
extensive tracts. 

f From Sal&hu-d-dfn, i. e., Saladin.—F. S. 

| This word,' not found in our Lexicons,'signifies “ twisted/' “ twirled,” and 
thence, a “ whirlwind.”—F. S. 
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its prevalence the barometer fell two-tenths of an incji, which 
is a great quantity in a climate where the irregular oscillations 
are almost null. Under so extraordinary aJLrial, no effort that 
skill could invent, or courage put in practice, was spared to save 
the Tigris, but in endeavouring to make a-head against the whirl¬ 
wind she was overwhelmed, and sunk by a power as resistless as 
it was little to be expected. In half an hour the sun shone in 
unblemished brightness, and the desert wind blew calmly, where 
she and the greater part of her brave crew had been. When 
Julian was at v Anali, Ammianus relates that there occurred a 
“ terrible eventwhirlwinds which blew down the houses and 
tents, overthrew the soldiers, and caused many boats to sink. The 
site of the Corsote of Xenophon* and of the town of Ezra,y pro¬ 
bably a colony of captive Israelites, were in sight of the locality 
of this sad catastrophe. 

From Ezrah, the remainder of the expedition directed itself by 
El Kayirn to ’'Anali, the earliest country of date groves, a rock- 
enclosed and picturesque town. On the right, at the rocky 
passage of lvarabilah,| is the small town of Rawah. In the river, 
two islets, with tombs and mansions embosomed in shady groves. 
The river curves suddenly round a rocky point, and a long inter¬ 
minable vista of date groves, and eight successive islands similarly 
adorned, with the habitations of the people peeping here and 
there from the dense foliage of pomegranates, and other shrubby 
trees, announce the town of ’ 7 Anali, w hich occupies a fringe of 
soil on the river bank, between a low ridge of rock and the sw ift- 
flowing waters. 

The castle of v Anali, whose ruins occupy one of the islands, 
was built by the Greeks, destroyed by 'Julian, reconstructed by 
the Saracens, and destroyed by the Bcdowins. The people 
settled at v Anak are a branch of the Ommiadcs, or Rem' Om- 
maiyah. In Olivier's time it was governed by an Arab Emir; 
it : s now under the P^shalik of Baghdad. The site of the ancient 
city is on the left bank, a little below the present town. 

The expedition on its way to Hit passed the islanded villages 
and castles of Haddisa and Jubbah; the latter the Jubba of the 
Romans, was ineffectually summoned to surrender by Julian. At 
these an unexpected proffer of allegiance was made by the chief of 
the tribes, who, wearied and harassed by tfie constant spoliation of 
the Bedowins, scarcely dare venture to till the land where an in¬ 
efficient government affords no security to property, and these, 
among the most respectable and industrious of the Arabs, were 
anxious to profit by the stability which would accrue to commercial 

* Anab. i. 5, 4. 

t Probably Irzuh, and, by transposition of letters, Izrah, vuig'o Ezrah.—F. S. 

J That is, •* Sieves.” 
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or agricultural establishments in the river by the opening of its 
navigation. Hit, the ancient city, so celebrated in all antiquity, 
was our next station vits never-failing fountains of bitumen, visited 
by Alexander and Trajan, now cover the Gopher boats of the 
Euphrates and asphaltic coracles of the Tigris, but beyond that, 
are converted to little or no use. The trade in salt, obtained by 
the evaporation of the water of the same fountains, is however 
considerable. Hit itself is a small town; celebrity alone has not 
conferred riches. «* 

The high minarjpt of Mesjid Sand&biyah stands upon almost 
the last promontory of rocky land that flanks the Euphrates; and 
already to the east low and level plains, in part inundated, have 
succeeded to an undulating and more -■» diversified country, and 
stretch to the confines of the visible horizon. At this place the 
Fort of Felujah announces the shortest line across the head of the 
Alluvium to Baghdad and the neighbourhood of Nahr Malikah, 
or Royal Canal. 

While the steamer proceeded without any remarkable occur¬ 
rence to Hillah,* visiting in its way the ruins of Babylon, a party 
proceeded by land to the ruins of Aker Kuf (Accad), where an 
extensive inundation separated them from Baghdad. From the 
latter city they returned by the chain of Khans on the plain to the 
Mujellibeh f and Kasr £ of Babel, thence to Hillah. Here the 
fanaticism of a moment threatened to destroy the peaceable under¬ 
standing which had hitherto existed between the expedition and 
the Arab tribes; but happily the spark was extinguished without 
the intervention, although not without the manifestation of hosti¬ 
lities. 

D 1 wan]yell, the next station to Hillah, is a date-encircled and 
walled village with extensive gardens. It is approached through 
a continued country of date-trees, forming groves of exceeding 
beauty, and a fringe o f verdant columns, wfyose uniformity seldom 
palls upon the eye; onwards to Lemlum the country is low and 
less cultivated, and the eternal tamarisk covers whole tracts of 
land. The navigation of the river through the marshes of Lem¬ 
lum was attended with some difficulty to a large steamer; the 
bed is very narrow, the windings are numerous and abrupt, and 
the banks low. These difficulties had been anticipated, and their 
remedy has been pointed out. 'I he country around the marshes 


* Thu tomentose and spring plants were now in great part dismissed, to make 
way for succulent species. The genera, inesemhryanthemum crassula, aster, sali- 
coruia, salsola and tragia, cover with their representatives the plains of Babylon 
and Basrah, and spread themselves wherever an alluvial soil, impregnated wit*, 
marine salt, occupies, as it so constantly does, the great level tiacts of Arabia, 
Mesopotamia, and Persia. 

f Or Mujaliba, from Jalib, a slave, “ The home of the captives S’ ’’ 

, J Castle. 
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is sometimes below the level of the waters of the Euphrates, and 
the mat huts of the peasants, built upon the inundated rice- 
grounds, are often in a similar situation^ Np climateric fevers 
manifested themselves among the officers or crew during the time 
of their detention in the marshes. Shortly after our exit from the 
Lemlurn, an unfortunate collision took place with some Arabs of 
the Beni Hayakim tribe, originating in violence offered to men 
employed in cutting wood. After several attempts at a parley 
and reconciliation and enduring for some time their irregular 
musquetry, the commander of the expedition felt himself forced 
to retaliate, which retaliation, although carried to a very slight 
extent, entailed the loss of some lives among a people yet too 
confident in their own resources. 

The town of Suk-el-Shuyukh (Sheikh’s market) between 
Lemlhm and Kornah, is the metropolitan city of the Montefike 
Arabs, and contained upwards of 10,000 inhabitants before the 
plague in 1832. It is still the seat of considerable inland com¬ 
merce, and the place of exportation of the horses reared by the 
tribe to whom it is subject, and generally considered as the best 
that are bred in Turkish Arabia. 

The Euphrates, from Suk-el-Shuyukh to Kornah, is a noble 
river ; its bed is wide and deep, its waters clear, and its banks for 
the most part a wide extent of grassy plain or of reed marsh, which 
stretches as far as the eye could reach. At Kornah, the confluence 
of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates, a Turkish sloop of war lay 
at anchor as superintendent of customs, and returned our salute. 

Of the magnificence of the river formed by the union of the 
two above-mentioned streams it is unnecessary to speak here. On 
the 9th of June the Euphrates steamer arrived off Basrah, and 
celebrated its safe descent of the great river whose name it bore, 
gratifying, at the same time, the feelings of loyalty excited by the 
remembrance of the moparch under whose patronage this enter¬ 
prise' was carried on, by firing a number of guns equivalent to the 
age of a now much regretted monarch. 

The anticipated absence of all facilities for ship construction, 
so strongly urged by the commander against those who advocated 
the putting together of the boats at this end of this river, now too 
plainly manifested itself, and not even sufficient to repair the wear 
and tear of the descent, not a plarik nor a rope was to be obtained: 
under these circumstanfces, although the Euphrates was not by 
her construction adapted for the sea, as the weather was yet fine. 
Colonel Chesney determined upon crossing the head of the 
Pfirsian Gulf to Abu-shehr, and there obtain his refitting : this 
was accordingly done, and the steamer arrived without any unto¬ 
ward circumstance at the mart of Persian commerce on the 23rd 
of June, four days after its arrival at Basrah. 
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It is /ilmost unnecessary to remark that the prosecution of the 
survey, the annotation of the rock formations, the collection of a 
complete herbarium, and the general study of the physical cha¬ 
racter of the country traversed during the descent of this great 
river, continually occupied the time and attention of the gentlemen 
on whom each separate department devolved.* The health of the 
whole expedition had continued unbroken. 

At Basrah, where the pendulum experiments were originally 
proposed to be carried on. Major Estcourt and Lieutenant Murphy 
were left for this important purpose. During the detention 
of the steamer af Abu-shehr, not only a complete set of obser¬ 
vations on the various pendulums of the expedition were obtained, 
but also a set of valuable results in terrestrial magnetism, both in 
horizontal force and in dip, made in order to determine satisfac¬ 
torily its intensity at this remote place. A t the same time Lieu¬ 
tenant Murphy neglected no opportunity (which the clear skies of 
the country rendered numerous) of prosecuting those astronomical 
inquiries which the instruments brought out by the expedition 
enabled him to make. It is a painful task to have to conclude 
this notice of the labours of that able and indefatigable officer 
with the statement of his death. He fell a victim at once to an 
unhealthy climate and to an assiduity carried almost beyond the 
rules of prudence. 

During the detention at Abu-shehr, Mr. Ainsworth made an 
excursion into the province of Farsistan as far as to the ruins of 
Persepolis. A section of the geology and physical structure of 
those curious passes, which were by the historians of Alexander 
and his successor denominated the aXi/xaxec, or ladders, and an 
exploration of the celebrated cave of Shapur, were among the 
principal fruits reaped by this journey. 

Colonel Chesney having waited for some time for the mail from 
Bombay, proceeded, in accordance with his previous arrangements, 
to forward a packet to Aleppo, for which purpose he sailed in 
the Honourable Company’s schooner Cyrene, attached to the 
Residency at Abu-shehr, to Koweit or Ghorc'in, on the Arabian 
coast of the gulf: on the return of the small party who accom¬ 
panied him, the island of KMrek *f* was visited, and an opportu¬ 
nity thus afforded for determining its structure. ' 

The weather had riow completely altered its character ; strong 
breezes from the north-west had pretty constantly set in, the sea 

* The extensive mud-hanks of the Sliatt el Arab furnished a peculiar form of that 
tribe of acanthi-pterygoid Bih, to which the labyrinth form of the gills gives the 
property of living out of the water. In the present Bpecies, exceedingly numerous 
and active, increased powers of locomotion were given by a peculiarity in the ar¬ 
rangement of the operculum, by which three of its portions are united to form an 
osseous plate snperadded to the thoracic fin. 
t Kharig, or Kh&rij. 
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was turbulent and uncertain; notwithstanding a continuation of 
very unexpected difficulties little to be looked for, which were 
thrown in the way of the refitting of the steamer and putting her 
as far as possible into a sea-worthy condition, the exertions of the 
officers had succeeded in so far perfecting her equipments, that it 
became desirable to take the first opportunity of re-crossing the 
sea, and awaiting the arrival of the mail in the river. Accordingly 
advantage was taken of an offer made for security’s sake by Captain 
Hennel, Acting Political Resident at Abu-shchr, to allow the 
Honourable Eas*t India Company’s sloop of war Elphinstone to 
take the steamer in tow, anil in this manner* the passage was 
effected at a bad season without any accident, as far as the mouth 
of the river, where the funnel having been mounted and the 
steam got up, she was left *lo her own resources, which soon took 
her to Mo’ammerah, a small but rapidly rising town on the Per¬ 
sian side of the river under the Ka’b* tribe of Arabs. After a 
short excursion to Makil, the house of the Honourable East 
India Company’s political agent in Turkish Arabia, a little above 
lias rah, to fetch Major Estcoust and an invalid, an attempt was 
made to ascend the Kornali, a noble river, which empties itself 
by the Baliamishir f and the Mo’ammerah channels, commonly 
called the Haffar, but the waters being at their very lowest, the 
steamer only succeeded in ascending a distance of seventy-five 
miles. 

The day after her return to Mo’ammerah (September 9th) 
another exploratory journey was made for about forty miles down 
the Bahamislnr. Considering the great interest which is attached 
to the chorography of the delta of Susiana or Kliuzistan, the errors 
on this subject which teem in the most modern maps and charts, 
and the numerous questions in historical geography upon which 
they bear, it is natural to suppose that these examinations were 
carried on with great avidity for information, and with anxious 
hopes that a future opportunity at a better season might still be 
looked forward to for an application of the power of steam to fur¬ 
ther the highest interests, of geographical science. 

On Thursday, September 13, the Honourable East India Com¬ 
pany’s schooner, the Shannon, anchored off the mouth of the 
Mo’ammerah channel, having a home mail and dispatches for the 
expedition and for Turkish Arabia. In consequence, the Eu¬ 
phrates took its departure the same day, and proceeded by Bas¬ 
rah, taking in the French vice-consul, M. Fontanier, to Kornah. 
Here, as there was not time sufficient to proceed up the Eu¬ 
phrates with the Shannon’s mail and return for that expected, 
according to letters from Bombay, by the Hugh Lyndsay, at the 


* Pronounced Cha’b, or Ja’ab, by these Arabs, 
f Bakmeshir, according to Niebuhr, 
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latter end of the month* and on account of private intelligence 
received by the commander of the state of the upper countries* 
having no reference to the Arabs* the unexpected orders came to 
proceed up the Tigris river*! This was accordingly done* although 
the difficulties presented themselves of a current considerably 
stronger at this season of the year* and of the numerous sand- 
banks and shoals, such as do not characterize the sister stream* 
and which rendered the navigation at the low season much more 
formidable. The Arabs were found peaceable; wood was met 
with in abundance on the banks of the river, and the Euphrates 
succeeded in asennding to Baghdad* in a period of 104 hours 31 
minutes* being a distance from the mouth of the river of 543 miles 
457 yards. 

By the circumstance of the mail for'England not having arrived 
during the early part of the wet season, the difficulties of the navi¬ 
gation of the Euphrates were very much increased, if not to the 
larger steamer rendered altogether insuperable, although the fears 
entertained upon that head were much diminished by the con¬ 
dition in which the Tigris has been found* and consequently* in 
the event of the arrival ol the mail from India, the commander 
was still bent upon trying our success on that river. 

In the mean time a party was landed at Baghdad to com¬ 
mence a line of levels from the river Tigris to the Euphrates, with 
a view to determine the difference of level between the two rivers, 
and also of assisting the often-expressed anxiety of the Fdsha of 
Baghdad to establish a canal communication in that line* of so 
great importance in the international communications of the 
Asiatic nations, claiming for having been put in practice the most 
remote antiquity, ant} offering new views of commercial advan¬ 
tages to the openiug of the navigation of these rivers. 


The delay which had been experienced* from the Arabs having 
failed to cut wood, at the appointed stations* during the ascent of 
the Tigris, was further increased on the descent* which commenced 
on the 5th of October* by the circumstances of the people of the 
boats, which were to come up with coal to meet us* having got into 
some disputes with the Arabs* and returned back to Komah. 
Hence loss of time tvas entailed in cutting wood and burning it 
green, so that the steamer only arrive^ at Komah by the 16th* 
where she found the Hugh Lyndsay had been waiting since the 
3rd of the month. 

The day was employed in cleaning the engine, taking in coals* 
provisions, &c., arid the next day the Euphrates sailed ujS 1 the 
river with the Hugh Lyndsay’s mail. The same night (Oct. 20) 
she anchored off Suk-el-Shuyukh* and the next day brought-to 
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before Kut, the residence of the Sheikh of Montefij,* with whom it 
had been rendered necessary to have some explanations, regarding 
a misunderstanding which had arisen between the Arabs and 
the crew of the Hugh Lyndsay; that vessel having unfortunately 
brought with her, as a passenger, a Mr. Samuel, who had before 
made himself extremely obnoxious in these countries by an injudi¬ 
cious crusade against the Mohammedan religion. 

The ascent was continued on the ensuing day, and was prose¬ 
cuted till the 25th, when it was necessary, as the steamer was now 
engaged in the*very narrowest part of the river, where the water 
flows from the Lemlum marshes, to unship th* paddles and warp 
the vessel up the stream, sometimes assisted by the Arabs in 
towing. On the 29 th, it was found, to our infinite mortification, 
that the cross-head of on£ of the air-pumps was cracked, which, 
as it subsequently appeared, had been caused by some gravel 
sucked in at the bottom of the pump, which had thus been ob¬ 
structed in its working. Under these circumstances it was judged 
necessary to send forward Mr. Fitzjames, R.N,, with the mail, in 
a country boat, and he was accompanied by Sa’i'd ’Ah', an in¬ 
terpreter, and Messrs. Stewart and Alexander, passengers to 
England. 

On the evening of the 31st of October the party arrived at 
Lemlum, where they were hospitably entertained by the Sheikh; 
but the next day were surrounded by upwards of thirty armed 
men, and a systematic pillage of the passengers’ luggage took 
place in presence of the Sheikh, who was performing his devo¬ 
tions at the time. 

The pillage lasted two days, and at night they were guarded by 
a party of armed men to prevent their escape. The mails w ere not 
opened; and after being detained till the 8th of November in an 
Arab tent, by selling some clothes, &c., they raised money enough 
to pay a boat to Dewani'yah, where they arrived on the 9th. The 
town was beset by the Agraf tribe, and they were again detained 
till flic Kith, when they got off in the night by stealth with a guard 
of armed men, and reached Hill ah on the 19th. 

Ultimately Mr. Fitzjames went to Baghdad, from whence lie 
started for Damascus with four camels, carrying himself, Sa’id 
’Ah', the mail, and two guides. He arrived aU'Anah the 8th, at 
Damascus the 18th, and at Baifut the 26th, where the steamer 
did not arrive till January 4, 1837. 

In the mean time the steamer Euphrates descended the river 
with one engine, and by the 9th of November was alongside the 
Hugh Lyndsay at Basrah, endeavouring to*repair the cross-head. 
Tlfis was so successfully accomplished, that the navigation of the 

* MontGfik; k is pronounced as ch or j by these Arabs. See Niebuhr. 

f 'Akra. 
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Karun, previously impeded by the state of the waters, and that of 
the TigHs, were resolved upon by the commander. 

On the 14th of November ^Colonel Chesney left the Euphrates 
steamer, which had'so long been the scene of his anxieties and his 
exertions, to go on board the Hugh Lyndsay, on his way to Bom¬ 
bay; and immediately afterwards the former vessel sailed for 
Mo’ammerah, at the mouth of the Karun. Here she was detained 
five days, waiting for coal, when she proceeded up the Karun 
under charge of Lieutenant Cleaveland. Another, party, consist¬ 
ing of Major Estcourt and Messrs. Charlewood, ‘Ainsworth, and 
Rassam, started ir. a small boat up that part of the Karun which 
was formerly the Haffar canal, and according to the Jihan nuina 
was four parasangas (twelve miles) in length. This would exactly 
correspond with the actual distance of the channel which now car¬ 
ries off the whole of the waters of the Karun from the Karun-el- 
Aina,* or the blind, its old bed, to the Bahamishir and the Mo’am¬ 
merah channel, by both of which outlets it now pours its waters. 

The Karun -el- Ama still contains a small channel of water, which 
is supplied by the Dorak canal, a derivative from the Jeraln at 
Felaliyah or Ddrdk, the residence of the Sheikh of Kaban; and 
by this canal the party proceeded, ascertaining, in the course of 
their journey, as well as by the examination afterwards of the south 
bank of the Karun, that there never were any more ancient beds 
of that river crossing, at a more easterly point, the great alluvial 
plain of Kaban and Daurakistan (Dorghestan). 

From Felaliyah the party proceeded to examine a system of 
canals, by which the Jeraln is almost drained, six miles to the east 
of that town. They were found to be seven in number, at a point 
called Azalik, and seyeral other canals of magnitude also take 
their departure from the same river higher up its course. At 
Oreiba, in nearly the same parallel of longitude as Hawaz on the 
Karun, an old canal-bed was met with, which appears once to 
have formed a connexion between the Ki'run and the Jer&ln at 
this point.* The canal still contains water in some portions df its 
bed> 

On their arrival at Hawaz, the party were delighted to find the 
steamer at anchor immediately below the ledges of rock and arti¬ 
ficial bund which cross the Karun at this point, and which formed 
at the moment an insuperable qjbstacle to the further ascent of the 
steamer. Hawaz appears to correspond to the ancient Aginis, 
“ a village of Susians.” It is curious that it and Hawizah f have 
been confounded together by Rennell and Vincent. 

From Hawaz J the*same party prosecuted their journey up the 

--*. . . A—• 

* ’Amih, the wanderer P—F. S. f Or HowaYzah.—F. S. 

+ Hawaz and Hawizah are both derivatives from the Arabic Huz, “ a body of 
people,” whence Hawizah, the diminutive, a small body or collection. 
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Karun in a country boat, starting November 26, passing by Wais 
on the 28th, and arriving the sam§ evening at Bendekil (Ben- 
hudel of the Arabs), where the ’Ahri-Diz, or the river of Diz, 
unites with the Kdrun, while between the two is a large canal 
called thfe Shatite. 

Here the Arabs asked for tribute, which Major Estcourt did 
not think it proper to pay; much negotiation ensued, and after a 
scuffle to get the anchor on board, the boat was allowed to drop 
down the stream, and returned toHawaz by mid-day of Novem- • 
ber 29- 

During this excursion decisive intelligence hSd been received of 
the existence of a river, designated as the Khabur, which, flowing 
past Daniel’s Tomb and Jhe ruins of Sus, formerly entered the 
Karun at Hawaz, subsequently receded in its bed to near Wais, 
and now empties itself into the Dez. At Hawdz, the channel of 
this antique river, which would correspond with the Eulceus and 
the Choaspes of ancient authors, was sought for and satisfactorily 
found. 

The steamer left Hawdz the '2nd of December, and navigated 
the river by the assistance of the charts previously made, arriving 
at Mo’ammerah on Monday the 5th, and on the next day 
another descent of the Bahamsliir was commenced, and carried 
to a greater extent in an open boat. The Karun el Ama was 
visited upon this occasion, at no great distance from its embou¬ 
chure ; and on the 8th the steamer passed by Mo’ammerah, sailing 
out into the Shatel ’Ardb to Ba rah. 

On the 12th of December the Euphrates left Basrali for the 
contemplated ascent of the Tigris, arriving on the same day at 
Kdrnah. The 14th, while proceeding up the river, one of the 
boats laden with coal, which had been sent on in advance, was 
overtaken, having been detained by an Arab Sheikh for tribute, 
in defiance of the arrangement made with the Turkish govern¬ 
ment and the Sheikh of Montefik. The boat was taken in tow; 
and in a short time afterwards a second was met with in the same 
predicament, and the steamer, to the infinite astonishment of the 
Arabs, now proceeded up the river with two largo boats in tow, 
without her speed being apparently affected. 

At Kut ’Amarah one of the vessels was unladen. Christmas 
was spent between the sites of Seleucia and Ctesiphon, where some 
new bearings were taken, and some researches made; and on Mon¬ 
day the 26th the vessel arrived at Baghdad, without accident or 
any extraordinary detention. 

Every preparation was now made for the ascent of the river 
above this celebrated city; and although the waters had not yet 
begun to rise,«it was determined upon starting as soon as possible, 
and to await the rising in our progress upwards. Accordingly, 

.VOL. VII. 2 o 
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on the 2nd of January, 1837, the bridge of boats having been un¬ 
moored, the steamer, with several visitors on board, sailed by the 
Pdsh&’s palace, and along date groves and gardens to Kazmen, 
and from thence to ^heri'af-el-Beithd, the supposed site of Sitace, 
not far beyond which she was brought to in shoal water. * 

The next day (Tuesday, Jan. 3,) it blew a gale of considera¬ 
ble force. The whole atmosphere was loaded with dust and the 
sky obscured. This state of things accompanied us during a navi¬ 
gation of upwards of twenty miles. At length, when the steamer 
was in shoal water, and consequently did not steer well, she was 
hustled against a bank, and after some efforts to bring her off, 
during which the upper ring by which the rudder is suspended to 
the rudder-post was broke, she was got into a channel of narrow 
dimensions immediately above the village of Dokhalch. 

Under these circumstances, as it would have been impossible 
to have steered the vessel thus disabled, in shallow water, an im¬ 
mediate return to Baghdad was necessary, in order to get the 
injury repaired, and at the same time the rudder lengthened a 
little, by which it was hoped to gain a greater command over the 
vessel. 

The waters continued in nearly the same state, rising for a few 
days, then f alling as rapidly. The seamen, more especially those 
obtained from the cruizers in the gulf, subjected to no restraint 
or martial laws, which unfortunately had not been granted to the 
expedition, gave much trouble and uneasiness; and at length 
Major Estcourt, having determined upon sending one or more of 
the most turbulent down the river to their ships, took the oppor¬ 
tunity of returning the other men that had been lent to the expe¬ 
dition. The period when the enterprise, according to the last 
orders of her Majesty’s Government, was to break up, was fast 
approaching, and under the circumstances of the length of time 
necessary for the repair of the rudder, and the little prospect of 
his being able to accomplish anything satisfactory by a hurried 
second ascent. Major Estcourt made his preparation for departure 
by a caravan; and although, at the last moment, authority came 
from the government of Bombay to continue the expedition, 
Major Estcourt persevered in following the orders received from 
the Home Department. 

Accordingly, on Vhe 23rd cf January, the party started on 
camels for Damascus, which they reached on the 14th of February, 
not however without their adventures in crossing the desert. Not 
far from El Kai'm some few horsemen, who were observed on the 
tops of the rising ground before them, kept increasing in numbers, 
and showed themselves at many points. The party accordingly 
kept ready, and proceeded on foot. They had not gone far when 
a flag was seen hoisted to a spear-head, on the crest of a hill in 
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their rear, and immediately a party came galloping dowq towards 
them in that direction, besides many more from the hills all 
round. Their advance, however, yas^ stojvped by a few shots 
from some of the cameliers. The horsemen then manoeuvred 
round them, inclosing them within a circle, at a distance of about 
a hundred yards. A fight was on the point of commencing, 
when one of the P&sha’s soldiers (for they turned out to be Ibrahim 
Pash&’s irregular cavalry) dismounted, upon seeing that they were 
Europeans, and affairs were quieted. Another attempt was made 
upon the party'near Palmyra, by a dozen Arabs on horseback; 
but, they were not numerous enough to venturi an attack. The 
party finally reached Bafrut the 25th of February, and Malta 
March 10, 1837- 

At Baghdad the steamer had been put under charge of Mr. 
Hector, and in pursuance to the instructions left by Colonel 
Chesney, Mr. Ainsworth, accompanied by Mr. Rassam, started 
upon an exploratory journey to those neighbouring countries from 
which indications of coal had been received, or which, by their 
geological structure, offered the best promises for that mineral. 

In this expedition the Adhaym*, the Physcusf of Xenophon, 
W'as visited; the naphtha springs of Duz Khurmah, and the bitu¬ 
minous pits of Kcrkuk ; also the Abu Geger, or flaming fountains, 
in the same neighbourhood. A section of the tertiary strata of 
Kurdistan was then obtained by a line carried to the heart of the 
mountains from Kerkuk to beyond Suleimaniyah. The same 
mountain districts were then explored in a direction little visited 
by Europeans, by the colossal Godrun and the head of the little 
Z«ib to Kouy Sanjdk. In this excursion an extended formation ol 
highly carbonaceous marl was met with* accompanied by coarse 
sandstone, containing ostracitcs and serpulites in cylindrical 
bundles, which when, fractured, presented the interior cavities of 
the serpulae, filled with minute pyramidal crystals of quartz. 
The carbonaceous measure* were characterized by only one genus, 
which was apparently a fresh-water shell (Cyrena). 

These deposits attained their maximum of development to 
the north of Kouy Sanjak, where in the valley of Hammam Muk 
they occupy the base and the acclivities of the hills to a depth of 
500 feet, and are capped by coarse tertiary sandstone and lime¬ 
stone. • 4 

Proceeding out of Kurdist&n by the derbend or pass of Bo- 
vndspdn, the party journeyed by Erbil, Eskf Kelek and Karmalis 
to M<5sul. From this latter place exploratory excursions were 
made to Nimrud,the Larissa of Xenophon, to Yarumje (Mcspila) 
to* Nineveh, and the sulphur-mines near llammam ’Ah'. 

* Odoniet, D’Anville G6ogr. Ancienne, ii. 149. 
f Torra or Tornadotus of Pliny. 
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From ^fdsul, having in view to penetrate the Nestorian country, 
they travelled by the district of the Syro-Chaldeans of Tel Ka'if 
and Tel Eskof, to the Yezidj, Kurds of Deleih , and by the pass 
of Twrkashct to Zakho. In the mountain districts north of this 
island town they first met the Nestorians, a poverty-stricken but 
hospitable race, congregated in little communities around half- 
ruinous and dungeon-like churches of great antiquity. 

Unfortunately, at this very moment some Kurdish tribes inha¬ 
biting the central range of mountains, were in open rebellion; 
and after passing the Jebel Judi and Jezirah, the party pushed 
on by the road to Seert, but were ultimately obliged to return to 
the former place, where, crossing the river, they journeyed by 
Zerc/m and Tel Sachin to Nisibm in Sinjar; from thence 
visiting Dara and Mardin, and progressing by the mountain 
districts to Dyar Bek’r. While travelling in these countries 
they also took the opportunity of visiting all Christian monasteries, 
in order to examine, and, when possible, to collect ancient 
manuscripts. 

Hafiz Pasha, commanding the Turkish army in Asia Minor, 
anxious for the success of the mining operations which are going 
on around him, wished to detain our party in these countries, 
and employ them in an active remodelling of the present anti¬ 
quated system of labours. Their duty called them for the time, 
however, to other objects, and, accompanied by an officer of the 
Pasha’s, they went to examine the district of Arghanah, from 
whence specimens of good coal had been transmitted to the ex¬ 
pedition by Mr. Brant, her Majesty’s Consul at Erz-Rum. Indi¬ 
cations of this coal formation were met with in different places, 
but what was found was everywhere in contact with dykes of 
diallage rock, which had acted like basalt, and expelled, almost 
totally, the bitumen from the neighbouring beds. 

The copper-mines of Ma’den Kapur were next examined, and 
the party proceeded by Cunk and Khuiput (Arsamosata*) to 
Keban-ma’den, where the mines of argentiferous galena, occur¬ 
ring at the junction of granite with schistose rocks were explored ; 
from thence by ’Arab-ki'r or ’Arab-gol to Divrigi, where there 
is a fine formation of magnetic iron-ore, at present turned to little 
or no account. From this point the journey was continued by 
Sivas to Tokat, where'the copperas refined j and by Amasiyah to 
’Osmanjik, Boll, and Scutari, so that they arrived at Constanti¬ 
nople on May the 21st. During the whole of this journey the 
route was laid down by time and by bearings taken either with 
Schmalcalder’s or with a common compass. The elevation of 
the crest of the various chains of mountains was ascertained by 


* Shimshat, S.W. of Kharput (Renncll). 
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barometrical observations carefully made, and the dip*and suc¬ 
cession of strata were as carefully noted as could be done in such 
an exploratory journey, with a view tb preserving a section of 
these interesting mountain districts. 

Nearly at the same time as the latter part of this journey was 
performed. Colonel Chesney accomplished his last arduous and 
dangerous task of taking a mail from the Persian Gulf by Zobe'ir 
across the great desert to Bairut, which he did unaccompanied by 
any European.* 


II .—Latest Intelligence from, Captain Alexander. 

The following extracts will give the latest intelligence received 
by the Geographical Society from Captain Alexander, who, it 
may be recollected, left Cape Town in September, 1836, on a 
visit to the Damaras, on the western side of South Africa. 

“Clan William, 27tli September, 1836. 

“ I left Cape Town on the 10th September, and the first week we had 
many difficulties to contend against, but they afforded us excellent les- 
sons: the waggon was very heavy; much rain fell, and the roads were 
full of mud holes: in Zwaartland we remained two nights in one hole, 
stuck fast. I had an order from his Excellency the Governor to demand 
assistance from the field cornets, and by this means was enabled to lure 
an extra waggon. After many accidents and delays with swollen rivers, 
&c., wc crossed the Berg River, and since that have got on smoothly. 
Besides the party I formerly described (three white attendants and three 
coloured), the driver of the waggon added to*our strength his wife, who 
proves very useful as a cook; and Mr. Cook, the Wesleyan missionary, 
lately arrived in Cape Town from the Warm Bath, very kindly gave me 
as a guide Jantjies, a great Namaqua, related tp the chief Abraham, of 
the Bundlezwaart tribe, finder whose protection we shalT first be. 

‘ I have visited the Cedar Mount in this neighbourhood, and am about 
to inspect a bushman’s cave with rude drawings in it. I also intend to 
see the mouths of the Oliphant and Orange Rivers, and one or two un¬ 
described bays on this side the Orange River mouth, as the proper 
season for leaving the Warm Bath is January and February, and I have 

some time to spare.” s . 

“ Lily Foifhtain, Kamies or Lion Mountain, 

• 12th November, 1836. 

“ My last communication was from Clan William, and I now beg to 
give a summary of my proceedings subsequent to leaving that place. 

“I went first to the Rhenish Missionary Institution of Ebcnezcr, on 
tlife south bank of the Oliphant River, and about twenty miles from 
its mouth. The institution is yet in its infancy, and has 108 Hottentots 
on the books. On an average the river overflows once in three or four 
years, (though it has not done so for the last three,) and then the retunr 
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of com is one hundred fold! The missionaries propose, as soon as 
they can, to lead out the water. 

“ Having swam nay waggorf across the river, and carried over tlxc 
goods in it in a boat, I left iny people to proceed northwards, and gal¬ 
loped down to the mouth of the river to inspect it. I found that it 
divided itself into two branches, enclosing an island, before entering the 
sea, and that there were many rocks at the mouth, but that with some 
expense, and by making a cut, ships might enter the river. 

“ The rise of tide is sometimes three feet, but often six: the soundings 
in my sketch map are at low water. I saw a farmef from near Clan 
William fishing at the mouth of the river with a boat and seine—lie 
caught ‘ hurders’ and ‘ springers.’ 

“ At the Heer Lodgement, on my way to the river, under an over¬ 
hanging rock where were many names, I s'uw carved 

F. YAILANT, 1783. 

Passing through a barren and uninteresting country covered with 
shrubby plants, and the water brackish, I reached the Green River, on 
the banks of which I found a boor in a circular house of mats with his 
family, on his winter grazing ground; for four months in the year, 
July, August, September, and October, the boors in this part of the 
colony are in the field. Near the Green River some of my people were 
severely stung in attacking a nest of rock bees. One of them was put 
to flight by a snake with a very large head. 

“ On the 10th of October we ascended the Kamies Mountaiu, and 
reached this place. The houses of this missionary institution are de¬ 
lightfully situated on a plain between the peaks of the Great Mountain: 
the highest summit is 5000 feet above the level of the South Atlantic, 
which is seen at the distance of sixty or seventy miles. There are 800 
Namaquas on the books of this excellent Wesleyan establishment, and I 
was quite surprised with the quantity of ground under cultivation in the 
mountain valleys. A muid iB 200 lbs., and 1500 muids are usually 
raised by the people, 100 muids being commonly sown. Mr. Edwards, 
then absent at Cape Town, has charge of the institution, which was 
founded in 1816. * 

“ I now despatched a trusty Namaqua with presents and a message to 
the chiefs Abram of the Bondlezwaart Namaquas, Warm Bath, and Whit- 
boy of the Bastards of Pella, to announce that 1 was coming, and to ask 
if either of them would be willing to accompany me through their 
country and into the interior. 

“ Having time to spare before the rains of January (which fall on the 
north side of the Great River, and render the country then fit to be tra¬ 
versed) 1 remained a fortnight, alone, on the Kamies Mountain, wan¬ 
dering about its summits, collecting plants, preserving bird skins, &c.; 
and not expecting the messenger’s return till the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber, I left my people and set out on horseback to learn the truth of a 
rumour I had heard of the existence of an excellent bay W.S.W. of 
this, and then, in compliance with the wish of his Excellency the Go¬ 
vernor, to visit the mouth of the Orange River. 

“ Having descended the mountain, on my way to the coast, I fell in 
with a merchant captain, Mr. Anderson, who had just been to the bay 
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before mentioned: he gave me the soundings, which he had t«*en with 

a boat, and a slight sketch of the hay. , , e 

« The depth and breadth of the bay i^not, apparently, much short o 

a mile: it is sheltered from the prevailing winds (S.E. and N.W.), 
which blow across the.entrance. There is only one danger, viz. a_ roc , 
near the entrance. Good anchorage, with sand and shells, in six fathoms 
in the middle of the bay. High water, at full and change, at four a ., 
und two excellent sandy beaches, for hauling the seme H ^deava l 
able, this bay will be of the greatest use to this part of the colony, which 

at present has na market or outlet for produce. 7 

« We make out Rove Wall Bay to be forty miles south oftheZwaart 
linjies River. As the admiral on the station (Sir Patrick Campbc ) 
has kindly promised to send up a ship of war to look after the exped 
tion in March or April, I ive requested that she may calll at R v 
Wall, on her way to Walwich Bay, &c.; so that a better account m y 

be given of it than the above sketch. , , rDnri 

« I was two days at the London Mission station of Comaggas, between 
the Kousie and Zwaartlinjies rivers, and a short distance from the 
sea, and then set out in a horse waggon for the Orange river. 

“ I found the bed of the Kousie (the boundary) dry ; only two good 
fountains in four stages between the Kousie and Orange rivers: tnc 
country very mountainous and hilly, the plains sandy, and ev ryv 
covered with low bushes and shrubby plants;* 800 Nainaquas jd 
some Bastards live scattered between Comaggas and the Orange u 
the care of the worthy old German missionary, Mr. Sclimelen, by w 
and by two Rhenish missionaries, looking out for a new station, 1 was 

“We arrived at Aris, twenty miles from the mouth of the Orange. 
Here, under the trees of the river, we found a small Namaqua kraal of 
mat huts; the men in karosscs, or skm mantles, and trousers. the 
women in karosses and petticoats. They bad fl° c s a ’ 

gardens. A great part of the year these people (when to gethcT they are 
about 300 in the tribe) live on dried seals’ flesh. Of Seal island 
I had not before heard: it is about half-way between the Orange and 
Kousie rivers: 400 seal*are killed there on au average m November 
thcArceding season. A trader. Archer, has bought the skins from 
the people lately for two or three nx-dollars; they sell at the Cape for 
twelve rix-dollars, and, I believe, in England tor three guineas 
“ The Orange was now (on the 31st of October) 45 ^y ar 
at Aris, and I waded over to Great Namaqua Land. We then went 
through heavy sand to the mouth of the Orange river. , , , 

“ Three miles from the mouth, I. found a. wood ^ J^ 
which the name of Dc Graaff was carved; ne was landrost of Tulba^ 
in 1809. The Orange river has long been desired as the boundary of 
the colony; and half a dozen farmers pay taxes, though livingbeyond 
the Kousie. I found great flocks of wild geese, wild dudes, teal. fl 
mjngoes, sand-larks, gulls, Namaqua partridges, &c., at the mout 

the river. _____— 

* There were flocks of ostriches and many steinboksiu the plains.-Zebras are 
also frequently seen, * 
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“ The .main current of the river is on the north aide. Drift-wood in 
great quantities (carried down by the flood after the beginning of the 
year) lay far from the water everywhere. There is good grazing west 
of the Beacon. I fohnd the mouth apparently deep enough for a 
schooner to enter: no rocks or dangers of any kind. Two spits of sand 
enclosed the entrance, which seemed about 170 yards across. Inside 
was a lake about four miles across. 

“ I inquired of the Hottentot guide if he knew of any bays about the 
mouth of the riveT; and he said he could take me to one. We accord¬ 
ingly rode south about two miles, and found a good bpy (500 yards by 
250) for small craft; and a good beach at the bottom of it, for hauling 
the seine. The Hottentot also reported the existence of other sheltered 
places in the direction of the Twin Mountain. 

“ We returned to Aris; after which, I (hink I made rather an im¬ 
portant discovery. I was asking everywhere for ores, as there is a 
rumour of the Orange flowing over golden sands, and I thought it likely 
that, in this otherwise unproductive country, great mineral treasures might 
be found. We have long known that there was copper on the west 
coast, but so far inland, and at such a distance frum water carriage, as 
to be of no use. The Society will, perhaps, be gratified to learn, that 
by means of a Bastard* I have found out the position of a very rich mass 
of copper ore (specimens of which, now in my possession, shall be for¬ 
warded by an early opportunity) close to the Orange river. In longi¬ 
tude 17°, and twenty miles south of the river, is where the copper 
is found in great abundance on the surface of the ground, and other 
ores may also be not far off. 

“ A waggon road could be made to descend from the copper along the 
beds of two dry rivulets, as marked in the sketch. On the river is abun¬ 
dance of excellent black ebony, black bass and doom ( mimosa , both used 
in tanning), willow, and other trees of considerable size, which might be 
employed in smelting the copper, or the pounded ore could be carried 
to the mouth, at almost all times of the yfcar, in flat-bottomed boats. 
Saw-mills would do well on the Great River, and there is plenty of shell 
lime along the coast, immense beds of muscles, &c. Suppose ‘ an Orange 
River Wood and Mining Company * was established, the natives and 
speculators might both be benefited. ' 

“ In returning to the colony we were three days without milk, bread, 
sugar, or salt: and at a halt in the dry bed of the Kousie, the thermometer 
was 103°, with a hot north wind, on the 6th of November, and we scooped 
out holes in the sand with our hands, to get at fetid and brackish water. 

“ I arrived here on the 8th, and found Mr. Edwards returned from 
Cape Town : from him J have received every civility and assistance. 
I also found the Namaqua chief, Abram , waiting for me: he is very 
well disposed, will accompany me through his country, and has gone on 
before to assist me through the Great River. His Excellency ordered 
twelve boors to conduct ipe to the river, to produce a good effect on the 
natives, and we leave this on the 16th; I hope to reach the Warm Bath 
on the 26th of November. 

* The lender, in 1792, of Van Reenen's waggon, whose journal 1 translated and 
sent to the Royal Geographical Society lately. 
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“ I shall lose no time in getting out by Walwich Bay, 01 ; will steer 
eastward as I see the way open. There is a vast deal to describe beyond 
the Orange, and I shall take every means to collect as much as I pos¬ 
sibly can.” • • 

w Nabees (Warm Bath), Great Namaqua Land, 
January 1, 1831. 

“ After the despatch of my last letter from the Kamiesberg, in which* 
I mention the discovery of a new hay forty miles south of the Zwaart- 
linjies river, of a seal island between the Orange and Kousie rivers, of 
a very rich mass of copper near the Orange river, in longitude 11°, and 
my visit to the mouth of the Orange, I left the JKamies Mountain on 
the 16th of November, escorted, by his Excellency the Governor’s order, 
by a field cornet and twelve mounted boors; not that we feared any 
danger in coming to this *place, but to show the Namaquas that the 
expedition was a Government one. We had likewise an extra waggon; 
and what, with fifty bullocks, fifty horses, and fifty sheep, we had a 
good-sized caravan. Guns have now become plenty in Namaqua Land. 
We cannot depend on game for support, so I was forced to buy a flock 
of sheep for my people. 

“ Of all the countries I ever saw, that between the delightful mountain 
ofKamies and the Orange river is the most barren—I hardly except Ara¬ 
bia. We traversed stony and grey plains, with low shrubby plants scattered 
over them, and rocky and bare hills on which were seen only an occa¬ 
sional cocker-broom, of which the bushmen make their quivers. This 
region seemed accursed. I was forced to buy another horse from 
a Dutchman, for one of my Cape chargers was totally unable to walk 
from sheer starvation; the other got sooner into the way of eating bushes. 
Grass there was none, though after rain scattered tufts are here and 
there found. . 

“ In a week, without a halt, we arrived safe and well at the Orange 
river, all except my poor horse. Our route was by Silver Fountain, 
Byzondermeid, Henkriee, &c. At Byzondermcid I found an old mis¬ 
sionary of the London Society, Mr. Wimmcr, aged 74, living in a reed 
hut, and surrounded with half a dozen other huts containing nomadic 
Namaquas. Mr. Wimmer had not tasted bread for a wjiole year, or salt 
fow six months; he regaled me on dried beef and some bush tea. His 
wife, a Hottentot woman of forty, had a child at the breast. 

“ At the Orange river, near the mouth of the Giep of the map, but 
’Hoorn (with an initial click) of the Namaquas, we found the chief 
Abram, of the Bondlezwaart tribe ready to assist us across, with sixteen 
of his best swimmers. Mr. Jackson, a Wesleyan missionary, also 
accompanied him. Abram throughout has behaved exceedingly well; 
first in coming to see nje at Kamiesberg from the Warm Baths, and 
again in going before to assist us across the dangerous Orange. Fortu¬ 
nately the river was only half full: we crossed without difficulty, and it, 
rose immediately after with rains in the Bushman’s Land beyond Pella. 

• “ Steering north-east, we arrived here in three days, about 450 miles 
from Cape Town. 

“ I dismissed the boors, who had never seen the Great Orange before, 
and were constantly dreaming of bushmen, lions, and devils. They 
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have reason to fear in Namaqua Land, for there are many of their late 
slaves in it, who had left them from bad usage, and who would not at 
all scruple to shoot their former, severe taskmasters. 

“ The kraal of the chief Abram is in the midst of a great plain, 
with conical hills of 100 or 200 feet elevation rising here and there in 
it. The huts, of matting, are on both sides of the TIoom river, in whose 
-dry bed (filled with water only two or three times a year) are dubbee 
boom, mimosa trees, &c. The huts number sixty, and each may contain 
ten souls. The men wear karosses, or mantles of sheep-skin, or leather 
jackets and trowsers, with a hat or handkerchief on their heads: the 
women arc all in karosses, skin aprons long behind and short in front, 
and ornamented with a long fringe nearly touching the ground. 

“ There are lions, steinboks, ostriches, zebras, jackals, &c., all about 
us. The chief shot a lion within half a mile of where I now write, and 
presented me with the skin. I have employed my people, whilst 
we are waiting for the thunder rains of this month, to make the grass 
grow, in training my oxen for the pack-saddle, in preparing birds’ 
skins, and in putting our equipments in order for our progress north¬ 
ward.* 

“ To-day I returned from a week's excursion to Africaners* kraal, 
sixty miles east of this, going and returning by different roads, as the 
Africaners and Bondlczwaarts had a fight there some time ago, in which 
they lost three or four men each side. 

“ The chief Whitboy of Pella has behaved strangely to me. I sent 
him two messages; and he neither sends answers nor comes himself. 
He was recommended to me as the best companion I could have on my 
journey towards Walwich Bay. But Abraui goes three weeks to the 
north with me, and then we may get Wilhelm, or Amral, to go farther; 
if not, my own men profess their entire willingness to go anywhere I 
choose, 

“ The people of Abram are unwilling, of course, to go among the 
Damaras with me, for I sec many Uamara cattle among them. But 
this plundering of the Damaras mast be put an end to, if possible, by 
our opening a trade with them at Walwich Bay, and offering them 
protection against thcr southern enemies. Great store of ivory, of 
hides, horns, gum, wax, &c. is to be obtained from the Damaras. 

“ I hear strange tales of mountains north of this, composed entirely 
of iron ; of giants, with feet as broad as elephants’, and who are strong 
enough to carry off an ostrich on their shoulders; of two-legged serpents 
of great size, which pursue women, and kill half a dozen eameleopards 
at once ; of wild horses living in the bills of the interior, with one horn 
on their foreheads, &c. Doubtless, if, by the Divine favour, we are 
spared, we shall see much, though not a phoenix or such wonders as the 
above. 

“ Since I engaged Robert Ripp, the sailor I formerly mentioned, who 
had lived for years among the Namaquas, I hired an interpreter, 
Abram, a smart young Namaqua, who understands Dutch (which I 

* The warm spring, which 1 cleared out with my people, is usually 103°jthe 
stream from it six inches broad by one and a half deep. The Namaqua men con¬ 
stantly bathe in it. 
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studied in the colony). I have now, therefore, got four Europeans and 
four coloured men with me. To two of the Europeans I give 31. a 
month each: to the soldier double pajj.” 

“ Banks of the Kaamop, three days east oT the Great Fish River, 
and about 170 miles north of the Warm Bath, Great Namaqua 
Land. Feb. 18,1837. 

“ I had the pleasure of writing to you about a month ago, before I left! 
the Warm Bath, and now having, unexpectedly, an opportunity of send¬ 
ing letters to the Cape, by three Namaquas who brought me here mer¬ 
chandize, (ship's, cotton handkerchiefs, brass wire, and buttons) of 
which I stood in need, I beg to give you a ehorj; account of my pro¬ 
ceedings during my journey so far in the direction of Walwich Bay, &c. 

“ I left the Bath on the 18th of January, having waited in vain till 
then for rain, and for the above-mentioned goods. Fortunutely, imme¬ 
diately after I left the Bath I had abundance of thunder rain. I have 
had no want of water or grass on my way hitherward. J hear also, that 
since I left the Bath no rain has fallen there; so it was as well that I 
risked leaving that place. 

“ The Captain of the BundlczwaartNamaquas (Abram) accompanied 
me with sixteen armed men on pack oxen. On the second day 1 was 
joined by the petty chief Daniel, and three men; which last chief I 
had engaged to accompany me all the way to Walwich Bay, under the 
promise of supplying him with powder and lead to shoot elephants on 
his way back. 1 also agreed to try to obtain for him, by negotiation, 
the property of which he had been robbed by Henrick, a petty chief of 
Abram’s, lying fifty miles out of our road. 

“ With my waggon and pack oxen I travelled up the’Hoom (the river 
which runs past the Bath), nearly north, for six days; and leaving the 
waggon on its banks with a guard of twelve men, I set out with two 
white men,! the two chiefs, and eleven Namaquas, for the kraal of the 
robber Henrick. We travelled fifty miles, N.N.E., with horses and 
oxen, and got among the ’Caras, or rugged Mountains—a range of 
various heights, from 300 feet to about 2000, flat topped, and composed 
of clink stone, principally arranged in horizontal strata. 

“ Springboks in large flocks were seen, many ostriches and zebras, 
a Ameleopard, and the spoor of a lion. The weather was very hot, both 
day and night—95° at mid-day, commonly, and 80° at sunrise. 

“ We found Henrick in a rocky glen, very difficult of access. He 
refused, to his own chief, to deliver up Daniel’s property, which he 
had seized (viz., thirty cows and forty goats), because a year before, ou a 
hunting party, Daniel’s brother-in-law had accidentally shot Hcnrick’s 
father. Henrick also prepared hisupcople before us, to the number of 
thirty-three, armed with.guns, to take Daniel's life, because he could 
not get that of his brother-in-law. We defied Henrick to take Daniel 
from us, or to kill him. Kept strict watch all night, and brought off. 
Daniel in safety next day. Henrick would Rot listen to the proposal 1 
made him, of receiving a fine for the life of his father: he and his 
mother both cried—* Blood for blood !* 

“ We rejoined the waggon, and I let Abram leave us, with his people, 
that he might force Henrick to restore Daniel’s property, and thus pre- 
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vent war jn the land > for Daniel threatens to raise a commando of the 
people of Amral and the Africaners, and to go against Henrick. 

“ After travelling a degree father north, I arrived at the Kaap River, 
a branch of the Great Fish': there we saw a good deal of honey-beer 
drinking and dancing. We stayed for some days at Daniel’s kraal; 
and, having been assisted with eight pair of oxen, came on here, to a 
'kraal of the Great Captain’s, William Zwaartboy (the Namaquas adopt 
Dutch names— i. e., those of any note). Here we have been staying 
to fortify ourselves with an abattis of bushes round the tent and 
waggon, for wc hear that Henrick has come with a commando 
against Daniel’s kraal again, fifty miles south of us, and that he is 
likely to attack us tod; but we are quite ready for him: however, if 
Zwaartboy comes first from the Fish River to sec us, there will probably 
be no fight. r 

“ Before the rain, on the 16th, the heat was 110°, now it is 80°, and the 
river is running briskly. I have fallen in with a man here, who was at 
Walwich Bay three years ago, and he says that our route will probaby be 
to Zwaartmorass, one day and a half; to the Fish River, one day and a 
half 1 ; up 4 it, six days; to Buffels Poort (through a field abounding 
with lions, cameleopards, rhinoceroses, bucks, &c.), ten days; to the 
Kooisip, three days; to the Bay, eight days—beyond that on the 
Squakop (Somerset?), thcDamaras abound. 

“ The other day I bought a young Damara negro (a boy), ten years 
old, for about 4s.—that is, for two cotton handkerchiefs and two strings 
of glass beads. His mistress was a Namaqua woman. The boy was half 
starved, and he is now well fed and clothed, and is my shepherd. 

“We see many Damara slaves among the Namaquas. My medi¬ 
cine chest is in great request;—we have the usual annoyances of heat, 
dust—and very stony roads, if roads they may be called, where no 
waggon ever passed before—disputes to settle, bargaining for horses, 
sheep and cattle, &e.; but we manage to keep a good heart, aud though 
they sometimes try to frighten us, we will go as far as wc possibly can 
—human nature can dtf no more.” 
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III .—Journal of an Expedition up the River Cuyuny, in British 
Guayana, in March , 1837. By William Hilhouse, Esq., 
Corr. Mem. R. G. S. 

Having long laboured .under the jnost distressing biliary symptoms, 
which had reduced me to a state of great debility, I resolved this month 
to tTy what the air of the mountains would do towards the restoration of 
my health. This Journal may, therefore, be termed the Diary of an 
Invalid, as I made no observations, took no instruments but a watch 
and Schmalcalder’s compass, and divested myself of every scientific 
pretension but the collection of such granitic orchidcse as might fall in 
my way. I reached the Calicoon Creek in Massaroony River on the 
1st March, and had to return to George Town for craft and supplies, as 
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I found, notwithstanding the establishment of a Protestant Mission at 
Bartika—the whole of the population literally without breach, and it 
was necessary to proceed loaded with rice—a dilemma to which I had 
never been before reduced. My illness* haSl now assumed the decided 
character of dysentery, with which, however, I started on Tuesday, 
having only two hands and a woman, and, at Timmerman’s, about two 
hours up the Cuyuny, engaged five others. On starting next day, I. 
found that Timmerman had stowed away two women and two children, 
in addition to my already overloaded craft, and I must cither take them 
or stay. I had no resource, so submitted. My crew now consisted of 
seven men, three women, two children, myself, and boy—the former all 
Caribiscc, and I caution all future travellers againlt such a similar one. 
The Caribisce are, at the best, proud, sulky, and unsteady workmen, 
but these were half-starved and weakly. 

“ March 16/A, 1837.—Sfarted at nine; course W. by N. At ten, 
the first Acdyu Rapid or Fall. At eleven, at Sarcgataava, the second 
Fall, and a Portage. At twelve, Twarimg. At one, Ematubbah , called 
below the Great Fall. At three, Arcaboosa. At six, Camareea, and 
slept. The dryness of this detail must be very uninteresting; but it is 
absolutely necessary to give some idea of the course of the river. The 
epithet Ematubbah signifies a Portage, or Fall, that cannot be passed 
without unloading and hauling up the craft over the rocks. There are 
two in this river, one in Corentyn, and one in Barcma. I had this day 
the assistance of a free man and a labourer, to my great relief, as the 
Caribisce were weak from hunger, and had little idea of facing a fall in 
so large a craft as mine. We ascended this day fully seventy-seven 
feet—a day’s work which, I conceive, at the outset to have deterred 
former explorers, for I find, to my great surprise, that from this to the 
eighteenth day’s journey, is a virgin river, as to its ascent, though I am 
aware that refugees from the Spanish missions have descended it—a Mr. 
or Dr. Bruton I recollect as one. 

“ At Camareea I found four or five of the Orchid ese, common in 
Ilobabba Creek, twelve miles from Georgetown. 

“ 17/A.—Dried the cargo wetted in the fall, and started at 11. 
Course W. by N. Wokah or the Powis Mountain right a-head. At 
1]—Wdkah Creek on tlfe south shore— Oerabisce Creel? on the north 
shore at 41; having crossed to the north bank, slept at the foot of the 
Suwaraima Fall. We made this detour to the right to avoid the second 
Ematubbah, by a string of rapids in another channel—one hour’s 
course, N. by W. from this. At the foot of Suwaraima I formed some 
conception of the rapidity with which a Pacou swims. One was in a 
basin with two apertures—the lower one too small for it to escape by ; 
the upper, a stream rushing dowfi nearly thjpc feet perpendicular, 
barely broader than the fish. I bestrode this, and whilst calling for an 
arrow, the fish sprung up the opening, and was 50 feet up the stream in 
less than half a second. Its flight was barely yisible. 

“ 18/A.—Started at 8; Falls very difficult, about 30 feet, but in 
ledges; veered again southward, and slept at 4 at the Acareewa Fall— 
fine Pacou shooting at this Fall. 

“ 19/A,—Started at 7£ i at i2 reached the Tonomah ; and at £ 
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before 5 Jhe Payuca , and slept there: passed numerous small rapids 
this day, and had much sport with the fish. 

« 5th Day. —Left Payuca at 8. Heavy rain in the night—Scotch 
mist in the morning—U few'rapuls above, after which a large opening. 
Oars and sails—course W. by N. From CamaTeea to Payonea is a 
semicircle, by which two large falls, in the direct course, are avoided, 
.and one large, and several small falls and rapids are substituted for 
them. I assumed thc’direction of all the ascents, as I found the Indians 
little acquainted with the power of purchases, and experience had taught 
me how little they were to be depended on with anything hut one of 
their own bark canoes, or wood-skins, which two men can carry on their 
heads with great eas£. Former excursions had made me at home in the 
falls, and the Indians, after seeing the case with which they surmounted 
difficulties that appeared impracticable, under my direction, assumed 
courage, and faced the falls nobly, whilst I was at the bow of the craft. 
If I left it, everything stood still; and if I took a ramble on the rocks 
in search of plants, I was sure, on my return, to find the corial in statu 
quo, and the crew gorging themselves with anything at hand in the 
eating way. All Indians arc gluttons; but the Caribisce will outeat all 
the tribes. I must observe that though mechanical knowledge is of great 
assistance in ascending, it is quite useless in descending the falls. 
Then the quick eye, dexterous hand, and unshaken nerve of the Indian 
are inimitable by any exertion of European science—he who interferes 
with them in shooting a fall does it to his own destruction.— Payuca is 
200 feet above the level, and 47 miles west from our departure. Several 
blocks of stone were found here of a bluish tinge, and so fine a grain, 
that we sharpened our cutlasses, axes, knives, &c. upon it; but so ex¬ 
cessively hard, that it gave out sparks on the slightest blow with iron. 
Halted and slept on an island opposite the Saramu Creek on the noTth 
shore. Here the path sets off to Pomcroon and Wayeena rivers, and is 
the same that was traversed by Gullifer and Smith in 1820. It is com¬ 
puted at five days’ journ'ey to the Wayeena by the Indians, equal to 
seven or eight of an European. 

“ 6th. —Started at 8, with a Lowlow of 501bs.; course W. by N.; 
still water. At 9, Wa^ara rapid; at 2, Watoopegay rapid; small, but 
very long; Totowou Creek, N. bank, at 9£. 1 We spoke this day two 
woodskins loaded with turtle for the coast, and bought three days’ cas- 
sada. Oars half the day; slept at Watoopegay at 3. 

“ t Uh.~ Started at il. Course S. by W.; dense fog. At 9, Copang 
Creek, N. bank. At £10, Bayuma Creek, S. bank. Here the river 
clear of islands, and 150 yards across. At 2£, Waycourny Fall ; long 
and difficult; Tocks like the slag of a glass house. Half this day 
course W., oars and sails, and a gdbd breeze aft. 

“ 8th.—Started at 7; course W. by S.; clear of islands; halted at 
half-past 9 at the foot of the Fall Acueywaugh , where we unloaded for 
the sixtli time, and halted for the day and night to fish, hunt, and dry 
cargo. The water is here quite black and transparent—hitherto it has 
been alternately dark and clear—and white and muddy—as it passed 
through rocky or clayey banks; so that the epithet of a white river to 
the Cuyuny is inapplicable—-from this point upwards all being a dark 
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water, I reckon this fall 124 miles W. of our departure, an£ 220 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

“ 9th .—Started at 7h. 45m.; course W. by N. At 9h. 10 m. Toro - 
paaru Creek, from which is the communication with the Punoony 
Creek in the Massaroony—Smith and Gullifer’s route in 1820. At 10, 
N. by W.; at 11, N. by E. ; at 12, Acha rapid. At 1, course N. by 
W.; at3h. 20m. W. byN.; at 3^, Maya Creek, N. shore; 3h. 45m.. 
course N.; 4i, course W. by N. 5 o’clock, halted for the night at 
lower Arapeera. 

“ \9th. —Started at 8£; course W. River spotted with rocks; 250 
yards broad; very shallow; here and there islands, and full of small 
rapids. At llh. 10m. Tocro Island, where a white man, most likely a 
smuggler, is reported to have resided some years here. Halted at 
Waseema Island at 4. 

“ 11//*.—Started from Wliseema at 7J; course W. by N.; caught in 
the night two large Parwareema and a very large Pyara. At 10, Goo- 
rrwyrey Fall rapids—again unloaded—heavy rapids from hence to 
Wohmcypongii— or, the “ Canoe Wrecker,*’ which is the highest fall 
in the river, 30 feet, where we unloaded and transported the corial 
with great difficulty over a portage 300 yards across. I reckon the 
head of this fall 300 feet above the level, and 176 miles W. distant 
from our departure. I must here premise, that most of the large falls 
in this river are preceded and followed by a string of rapids, which are 
all included by the Indians in the appellation of the Great Fall to which 
they are attached—they jointly arc of greater altitude often than the 
fall itself, as in the present instance, where, though I allow only 30 
feet for the Great Fall, its rapids make at least 50 feet more—in all 80 
feet. The channel of the river from Goomeyrey lies through black 
granite with detached upright masses with round topsi on which grow 
stunted bushes, and in many instances an Oncidium, which is the only 
orchideous plant that I have found exclusively attached to the granitic 
region. Our stages from this point present little variety, being for the 
most part through still water. 

u 13th .—Started at 6; course W.; at 8, N.W.; at 11, Olomunyh 
Full; at 4, Wataweiyka —sails and oars. 

“ 1 1th .—Started at 6,•course W.; 6J, course N. W ,?Kanaima hills 
a-hlad—8h. 10m. S. W.—8h. 20m. S. by W. At 9, the Accaway set¬ 
tlement of Lorenzo , being the first habitation we have seen since starting 
at the foot of the Kanaima Fall. Finding here no bread, we left at 12; 
at 2£ had passed the island of Upper Arapeera, which, with the neigh¬ 
bouring islands, was full of Quassia Amara, being almost the only under¬ 
wood : caught three very fine Silures this nighty viz., a lowlow and two 
maiepaghas. * 

“ 15/A.—Started at 6; ‘course W. at 6h. 45m.; open river, quarter 
of a mile broad—at 9, Comang Creek, south bank, course N. W.; at 
ilO, Carapeesy Creek, N. shore, where we halted till 3, being the first 
Caribisce settlement, which is five miles inlancl, and procured our first 
supply of food, viz., cassada, yams, and plantains, of the finest descrip¬ 
tion ; started at 3h. 10m., course W.; and 5, slept at the foot of the 
Macabb&h rapids. 
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“ 16^/i.r-Started at 6; at 7£ passed the rapids, and hoisted sail, 
course W .; at 9h. 10m. course S. W.; at 9£, Eyreycooney Creek, S. 
bank, where the Spaniards penetrated in the Patriot War; course W, by 
S.; open river, 150 yards across; at lOh. 11m. course S. by W.: at 
lli course W.; at li course S. W.; at 4 reached Mauridos , the 
second Caribisce settlement, on the south shore, where we slept It is 
<called Unawarooa , from a small creek just above. In this day’s pro¬ 
gress we had two views of the mountains of Tippoorah and Mowrocara: 
the ridges appear to run S. E. and N. W., and their northern faces 
seem about 2000 feet high, the upper half of which is an angle of 75°, 
and the lower, or debris, 45°. They differ in this from the mountains of 
the Massaroony, which are perfectly precipitous on their N. faces, 
though the rock appears similar, and they are covered with stunted 
trees to their summit; they terminate at the south bank of the 
river, nor have I seen any indication of hills worthy the name of 
mountains on the north side. At this place l found a prismatic cactus, 
parasitical, with long flower stalks shooting from the base of the new 
joints. I looked in vain for a duplicate. 

“ 17 th. —Started at 6h. 15m., course S. W.; at 7h. 15m. course S. 
by W.; at 8h. 35m. C' opeyrc j Creek, north shore; at 10, the great 
Sand of Maypouriband , course S. W.; at llh. 40m. course W. by N.; 
at 1 reached the Accaway settlement of Award-Paaly, and slept there. 
River black; sailed all day; le T d 400 feet; distance 268 miles. We 
found here a bell from one of the deserted missions, a cooloo, and a red 
rumped powis, both common in the Wayiena and Barema rivers. The 
people of this settlement, ercept two or three women, were all up the 
river at a piworry feast; we procured, however, fresh bread and a few 
yams. 

“ 18th.—Started at 6h. 20m., course W. by N.; at 7h, 50m. course 
S. W.; at N. W.; at 9 Cctecya , Spanish Military Post in the roy¬ 
alist time; at 9 J Coroowa Creek, north shore. The water of this crock 
is as muddy as that of the Demarara at Georgetown; being the lowest 
direct communication with the Spanish provinces, it was the old route of 
smugglers, and the company of soldiers at Cateeya were as much for the 
prevention of smuggling as for the protection of the missions, as it cut 
off all -cominurfication with the lower river, which I find, from the old 
Indians, was prohibited. I have no doubt that from this point upwards 
the Spanish have good authorities. But there is every reason to believe 
that the lower part is yet undelineated, and as I took no observations, 
must remain so for the present. The course is however undoubtedly W. 
by N. on the average, and my distances are far from overrated, oars 
and sails being frequently used, and the descent occupying nearly as 
much time as the ascent. The Cofoowa Creek is also famous, or rather 
infamous, as being the scene of the cool-blooded murder of the Mission¬ 
aries of the Caroony, who were hunted down and shot by the ruffians 
employed on the service^rith relentless cruelty. All the old inhabitants, 
both Accaway and Caribisce above this, were converts of these Missions, 
and they all agree as to the fact of ten Missionaries being shot in their 
attempt to escape through the Coroowa to Demarara: such is civil war. 
The creek was dry and stagnant, the communication being only open 




during the rains. At 10^ Amacaynia, where was a great Accaway 
dance of about 300 people, this being the second day the pftrorry was 
beginning to operate: and when our large scpiare sail, the first seen on 
these waters, rode right up to the landiifg, they g»ve a yell of astonish¬ 
ment, and rushed in a body to the water side to see what it meant. As 
soon as they found, however, that we were not Spaniards , everything in 
the house was lavished on us, and it was not till my whole crew had im¬ 
bibed at least a gallon a-head, that I could get them away, scarcely able 
to breathe from repletion. These dances arc the undoubted symptom of 
reversion to barbarity. But it is a substantial proof, even at this date, 
of the merits of* the Missionaries, that they are spoken of universally 
with feelings of the most affectionate respect a»d regret, whilst their 
persecutors are held in the utmost abhorrence, and every possible epithet 
of detestation is coupled with the name of Spaniard; as an Indian very 
gravely told me, “We nevef knew hunger under the Padres, for though 
we worked for them, our children’s mouths were filled with bread and 
barf.” Indeed, though I found this country comparatively a Laud of 
Plenty, there is no doubt that animal food is of very precarious supply; 
and the flocks of cattle in the savannahs, which were regularly killed 
and served out as rations, made the life of an Indian of the Missions 
one without care or privation. They endeavour in some measure to 
supply the loss of beef by raising common fowls, which were plentiful 
in every settlement, at almost eighteen-pence a couple. From 10£ to 1 
our course was S. W., when we halted on the N. shore to fish and hunt, 
being out of meat, but without success, the dancers having swept the 
bush of game for miles round for their feast. 

“ 19th. —Started at G.]r, course S. byW-; at 1^ S. by E.; at 8h. 
55m. W. by S.; at 9h. 50m., after half an hour’s halt, W., \ S .; 5m. 
to 11 W. by S.; 11 S. W.; 11A W. by S.; at 12 reached the mouth 
of the Coora Coora Creek, the settlement of the Accaway Provincial 
and pitched the tent on a large sand at the base of the hill, on which 
his house stands. • 

“ When I found in the course of my progress that health and means 
were sufficient for a more prolonged excursion than I originally pro¬ 
jected, I fixed on this creek as the limit—having heard of the high 
savannahs at the head,*where I expected to botanize*advantageously. 
Tlfough I went a day further up the river, still this creek may be 
deemed the limit of my excursion, and I made two trips .up the creek,, 
and over the falls to the savannah in question. It is situated in the 
range of two branches of the Ekruyekuh Mountains, between which the 
Coora Coora Creek runs, in a succession of unnavigable rapids for at 
least 20 miles. I consider the savannah 1500, and the mountains on 
each side 2500 feet above the sea— wnd I was Lfeyond measure astonished 
to find at this elevation the plants, with two or three exceptions, exactly 
the same as those common to the Demarara sand hills, and, the alluvial 
creeks within the influence of the tides, and a few miles from the sea.* 
The only peculiarity worthy of remark was, "that plants below, purely 
parasitical, were here growing in whole acres on the ‘bare sands, and 
covering boulders and cliffs of granite, without a particle of soil attached. 
Brassias, Oncidiums, and the commonest Orchideee of the creeks below, 
\OL. VII. 2 II 
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were thus situated; hut the more choice specimens were either very 
scarce or wanting. One Oncidium alone I characterise as exclusively 
granitic, with a long pear-shaped bulb, and a very elegant flower-stem six 
feet hi^h—much resembling the Oncidium Altissimum, with which it is 
intermingled in large clumps. This, and the Cactus I have before de¬ 
scribed, are the only botanical novelties I have seen in the granitic region. 

* Greatly to my disappointment, even the forest trees were similar—only 
that about here, a tree unknown below, with a black heart, called the 
Taoiv , superseded the Mora —which was till now the undisputed Lord 
of the Forest. 

** After five days’ halt, and exploring the creek, and the upper settle¬ 
ments, I therefore returned. The river hud fallen fully four feet, and 
the falls were becoming more and more dangerous—the rains were evi¬ 
dently setting in—and T determined on resuming. Little interest can 
be excited by a description of the difficulties attending my return with a 
crew reduced by desertion to only four hands. It was infinitely more 
hazardous than the progress up—but 1 was prepared for it, and after a 
descent of fifteen days, I arrived safe at Calicoon, without any material 
accident. 

“ The Cuynny River is hy no means so picturesque as the Massa- 
roony. The land is nevertheless superior in quality to that of any other 
river I have yet explored. Hills of a very fertile red sandy clay, here 
and there occur—and the Indians cultivate to great advantage. None, 
however, can compete with the alluvium of the coast. Two crops of 
ground provisions, and three or four of plantains are the extent of the 
production—but the crops for these two years are enormous, and they 
are soon restored. Native cottons I found of the finest quality. The 
race of Indians are in stature, appearance, and conduct far superior to 
any I have seen on the coast. This is solely attributable to the labours 
of the Missionaries, under whom polygamy was forbidden—and those 
premature sexual connexions common on the coast being also prohibited. 
The effect is evident in a xi improved race, both morally and physically. 
Humanity must mourn the extinction of that system of instruction 
which had gone so far in rescuing these children of the forest from- 
natural vice and its consequences. It must indeed have been a noble 
system, when lfs effects, after twenty years of abandonment, are "till 
ehduring; fori make no scruple in repeating that the refugee Indians 
of the Upper Cuyuny are , or were, the same class as in the Morocco 
Creek, the most moral, industrious, good-mannered, and trustworthy of 
any free labourers in the Coloiry, without respect of country or colour. 

‘‘ Of a far different description are those who, preferring the rum of 
the plantations to the fruits of honest industry, have come down the falls 
and settled in the vicinity of civilization; a total disregard to honour in 
their dealings, unconquerable, ilidolence, and beastly intemperance. 
This is the class of people that the Protestant Mission has to convert— 
and I need not say that the attempt is a hopeless one. I have every wish 
to see the work of conversion carried on to the utmost ; I care not )jy 
what sect of Christians, so that they be such. But as an Indian Mission, 
the Bartika one is a total failure. The Indians of the vicinity are 
much more depraved than they were before the Mission was established. 
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Oil my arrival in March, in Massaroony, I saw no fields burning, and 
what cultivation I saw or heard of w r as far below the adequate "scale. 
This was not so of old. In February th^Indian c»t down the bush for his 
field—in March he burnt the wood on the ground—in April he planted 
the cassada for the next year’s supply. Not merely the Indians but the 
free people of colour were in the same predicament. Not a cake o£ 
cassada bread could be bought for any money on either of the rivers. 
The Indians and free people in the vicinity of the Protestant Mission 
were starving—the Indians beyond its reach were revelling in plenty. 
The fact speaks*volumes. 1 bought in Coora Coora fifty pounds of hard 
dried cassada bread for a three-bit knife. It costane six shillings a day 
to feed my crew with rice from Georgetown to the Carapecsy Creek, and 
fourpencc-halfpcnny per diem afterwards with cassada. It would be 
unfair to infer, that because^he beginning has been unfortunate, the end 
must necessarily be so also. And common report gives the clergyman 
now in charge of the Mission, a character of great zeal and worthiness. 
Rut it is a melancholy prospect for the colony, to see such a result as 
the present—from freedom, civilization, and religious instruction, after 
so many years of experimental progress. 

“ I have added little in this excursion to geographical or botanical 
science. The Yuruary River and its savannahs were still five days* 
journey off, when I turned back, just in time to encounter incessant 
rains in the Massaroony. But I think the point is determined, that 
the granitic region is not the region of Orchideous, or indeed any other 
plants, which only grow there in much less vigour, variety, and plenty, 
than in the immediate vicinity of the coast. 

“ It is evident that colonization can never be attempted on this river. 
The first day’s journal determines that. The only outlet for produce is 
the Yuruary, Corony, and Oronoque. But the cottons are of a fine 
staple and quality, though not unknown to me. They would be a most 
valuable article of commerce—but, alas! Br. Hancock himself could 
never get them down those tremendous falls. The Cuyuny River is 
therefore a treasure that never can be opened ; its resources are closed 
for ever. 

“ My expedition, it will be seen, occupied 20 days ii» ascending, and 
14*in descending. In the Massaroony one day of descent equalled 
three of ascent. But I had the breeze right aft in the still waters, and 
with a very large sail, made as much way for several days against the 
current as I did in returning with it. My longitude of 300 miles west 
will therefore be found Tather under than over the mark*—and my com¬ 
puted elevation, corrected by observations in the more direct course of 
the descent, will be found not excereive. The altitude of the mountains 
is a matter of pure conjecture, but it is founded on their character and 
appearance, which in all these rivers i& so similar, that the debris, the 
sloping, and the perpendicular formation seem to embrace one general < 
law of altitude, and are the same in all place!, after passing the ridges 
of secondary hills. 

* According to our maps, this distance would place the traveller to the westward 
or the River Cnrony, au affluent of the Orinoco, and in longitude 63° west of 
Greenwich, which would seem improbable,—Eu. 


2 H 2 
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“ The wind was always either E. or S.E., though the upper current 
of clouds were N. E., like the sea breeze. I found no peculiarities in 
the zoological department. The channel up is circuitous, in order to 
substitute numerous small rapids for single great falls. There are three 
portages for the corial itself, and six more for the baggage alone, whereas 
in M&ssaroony to a similar elevation there is only one portage, viz., at 
. the mouth of the Caboory Creek. 

“ I should suppose a line drawn W. by N. would intersect the average 
course of the river to the Yuruary, beyond which the Spanish autho¬ 
rities give it a semicircular detour to the south. 

“ I can find no traces of any one having preceded me in the survey 
of the lower part of the river. The truth is, that few corials arc equal 
to it—and the woodskins, or bark canoes of the Indians, arc so incon¬ 
venient to sit in, and carry so small a cargo, that few would attempt 
the ascent in them. The coloured people below are ignorant of the 
passages after the first day—and the Indians themselves do not know 
how to manage a large craft up. My former habits gave me an advan¬ 
tage that succeeding adventurers will hardly possess, to whom I would 
state that beyond all other rivers the Cuyuny is the most difficult and 
dangerous of ascent, and should only be attempted with craft like mine, 
of the very finest description, and with a crew of the native Accaway 
Indians of the river itself, from the upper part, for I would not wish 
my greatest enemy such a crew as I was obliged to put off with, viz., 
the Caribisce below the falls.” 


IV. —New Group of Islands in the Pacific. 

The following extract from the remark book of H.M.S. 
Actaeon, Captain Lord Edward Russell, while on the passage 
from Tahiti to Pitcairn’s Island, notices the discovery of a group of 
islands in the Dangerous Archipelago, which does not appear in 
any of our charts:— ' 

“ January h, 1837- While standing to the N.E. we discovered 
land, and at 3 p.m., being within three miles of the western island, 
bearing N.N.W., we made out three very low wooded islands 
with a heavy surf on the beach and no appearance of any anchor¬ 
age : the northwesternmost island appeared to be a lagoon island 
with a reef extending about three-quarters of a mile from its 
N.W. and S.E. extremes. The- names we affixed to them and 
their positions are respectively as follow : 

“ Bedford Island, N.W, point, 21° 18' 30" S. 136° 38' W. of Gh. 
Minto Island, centre'- . . 21 23 0 136 32 — 

Melbourne Island, centre 21 28 30 136 27 — ” 

From the accompanying. chart, made by Mr. Biddlecombe, 
master of H.M.S. Actaeon, it appears that the islands extend 
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about 13 miles in a N.W. and S.E. direction, the centre island 
being about 5 miles in length. No traces of inhabitants arc 
mentioned. 

The positions were determined lfy means* * * § of three chronome- 
ters, “ going extremely well,” only 7 days from Tahiti, and 8 
days afterwards the Actaeon arrived at Pitcairn’s Island; so that 
it may be presumed that there can be but little doubt as to the* 
correct position of the group. The current off these islands, with 
a light westerly wind, set E.N.E. 7 miles in 24 hours; but it 
varied with the* wind, and usually set to the westward. On Ja¬ 
nuary 9th, being 60 miles south of Pitcairn’s Island, during a N.W. 
gale of wind, the current set 34 miles cast in the 24 hours.* 

The Actaeon group is in the same parallel and about 60 miles 
to the westward of Hood’s Island. 


While at Tahiti Mr. Biddlecombe received some information 
respecting other islands in the Dangerous Archipelago, which do 
not appear in our charts, from Mr. Thomas Ebrill, master of the 
Tahitian merchant vessel “ Amphitrite,” which had for 23 years 
been sailing about this Archipelago ; among others ^ was one he 
named after his vessel at that time. 

Maria Island (1832), lat. 22° 5'S. long. 136° W. of Gh., de¬ 
scribed as low and 4 miles in extent, and on which he landed in 
1832. 

This can be no other than the island stated to be discovered in 
December, 1835, by M. Denis, in lat. 21° 59' S., long. 136° 12' 
W. of Gh.+ That island is described as 12 miles long. We are 
not informed of what part of the island the position is given, but if 
of the N.W. extremity its southern end wpuld almost exactly coin¬ 
cide with the Maria Island of Mr. Ebrill in 1832, and as such 
therefore it is now inserted in our charts. 

We may also note here that the position of 

Lobos Islands is 24° 20' N. 113° 10' W. ofGh. 

Guadalupe . . . 28 30 N. 118 10 

as recently determined in the voyage of the Tuscan.§ 


* The Society is indebted to Mr. J. W. Norie for communicating information of 
these islands, but the above extracts are from the remark book of H. M. S. Actason, 
kindly lent by Captain Beaufort, R.N., Hydrogrnpber to the Admiralty. * 

t Another group of three islands was reported to lie 45m. W. by N. N. of 
Hood’s Island, and doubtless was the same group that the] Actseon afterwards 
discovered, and is described above. 

t See Bulletin de la Socidte, August, 1837, and,Journal R. G. S., vol. vi., p. 441.« 
It is also the same island as that named Wright’s Legoon Island, in the Nautical 
Magazine, Nov. 1837. 

§ See Journal, vol. vii., pp. 222 and 228. 
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V.— On the Dead Sea and some Positions in Syria. 

In the month of March, 1837, Mr. G. H. Moore and Mr. W. 
G. Bcek, having- ma$e th§ necessary preparations and procured a 
good boat, left Beirut in a small coasting vessel for Jaffa, their 
intention being to make a trigonometrical survey of the Dead 
Sea, to ascertain its depth, and to procure collections of all that 
could be of use to science. From Jaffa they conveyed their boat, 
stores, &c., to the Dead Sea, passing through Jerusalem and 
descending on Jericho ; a work of great labour, considering that 
they had no assistance from the authorities, but rather the con¬ 
trary. After surveying a great portion of the shores, these gen¬ 
tlemen were obliged to abandon their work, the guards and guides 
declaring they would not proceed. The width of the sea has 
been established beyond a doubt; soundings also have been 
taken showing great depth, in some parts upwards of 3()0 fathoms. 
The length of this sea is much less than is generally supposed. 
There appears also to be another remarkable feature in the level 
of the sea, as from several observations upon the temperature of 
boiling water, it appears to be considerably lower than the ocean. 
Mr. Moore has been down to Egypt to procure a firman from 
the Pasha to enable him to continue the survey, and has returned 
to Syria, but nothing is yet known of his success. Mr. Beek has 
been obliged to return to Europe on account of the influence 
of the climate on his health; but as soon as these two gentlemen 
meet in England, or when Mr. Moore has completed the work, 
should he be fortunate enough to succeed, an account of the 
whole will be laid before the public. In the mean time we 
are happy in being enabled to give a few results of observations 
for latitude made by these gentlemen on a former journey; 
that of Petra is, we believe, the first observation on record for 
that place: 
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From some ropgh observations, Jeraish was found to be 2000 
feet, and Jerusalem 2600 feet above the level of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. < 
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VI. — A Brief Narrative of the recent "Voyage of H.M.S. Terror. , 

“ To the Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society. 

» “September 11, 1837. 

“ Sir, —As the expedition from which I Rave jftst returned originated 
with the Geographical Society, and, at its recommendation, was most 
liberally carried into effect by His Majesty’s Government, I feel it in¬ 
cumbent on me to offer to the Society an outline of the principal events* 
which occurred from the time of my quitting England in June, 1836, 
till my return to Lough Swilly on the night of Sunday the 3rd inst. 

“In a statement of this description, it would be impossible to enter 
into the detail of all the extraordinary, and, I may say, unparalleled 
circumstances which have marked the course of the whole of our pro¬ 
ceedings : such details, I trust, I may shortly be enabled to offer to the 
Society and to the public in t^morc complete form; but, in the mean time, 
it is due to those who took so warm an interest in the expedition to 
furnish them with an authentic narrative of the voyage, which must, 
however, necessarily be very brief, and will consist of extracts selected 
from my daily journal, as better calculated to convey a correct impres¬ 
sion of the singular occurrences to which we were witnesses. 

“ June 23.—We took our departure from Papa Westra and steered 
across the Atlantic—the weather stormy. July 29.—We fell in with 
the ice, and on the following day we first saw the coast of Labrador, 
near Cape Chudlcigh. Aug. 1.—Passed through Hudson’s Straits, and 
on the 5th saw some of the Company’s ships, apparently beset with ice, 
off the north Bluff. By keeping close in with the land we got ahead, 
and lost sight of them ; and on the following day we were ourselves 
hampered. The ice was compact, and covered the horizon towards 
Hudson’s Bay, as far as could be seen from the maBt-head, while to the 
north-west it presented a favourable appearance; I had, therefore, no 
hesitation, in proceeding in that direction. Aug. 16.—We got a run of 
forty miles from Trinity Isles, yet did not get sight of Baffin Island till 
the 23rd, when we also saw Southampton Isfand to the south-west. 

“ Two days of westerly wind at this crisis woidd have enabled us to 
reach Repulse Bay; but easterly winds prevailed, and packed the whole 
body of ice in such a manner that all hope of retracing our steps, to 
pa^p to the southward of*Southampton Island, and up Sir Thomas Roc’s 
Welcome, was out of the question. 

“ On the 29th we were drifted by the ice to lat. 65° 50' N., long. 82° 

7' W. This was our extreme north point, and here we were within 
forty miles of Winter Island, were the Heela and Fury passed the win¬ 
ter of 1821-2. By dint of boring, the ship was worked to the south¬ 
ward towards Southampton Island, whither we were attracted by the 
flattering appearance of lanes of ojjJen water. Sept. 4.—We were only 
136 miles from Repulse Bay, and two days of strong breeze would have 
led through Frozen Strait to our destination. During the next fortnight 
we continued drifting slowly to the westwsjjrd, passing within three* 
miles of Cape Comfort—a bluff headland, rising about 1000 feet above 
the sea. Sept. 20.—We were seriously nipped by the ice, so much so 
as to start some of the ship’s fastenings. On the 22nd, being within 
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twenty-five miles of the Dukte of York’s Bay, we tried to cut through 
the ice, but found it impracticable, as it closed immediately. From 
this date the ship was no longer under our own guidance, but, being 
closely beset, was carryid to, and fro according to the wind and tide. 
Sept. 26.—We were drifted into lat. 65° 48', long. 83° 40', our extreme 
western point, and 90 miles from Repulse Bay. Sept. 27.—A rush of 
ice from the eastward lifted the ship’s stern seven feet and a half out of 
the water—constant easterly winds. Oct. 9.—A clear channel in-shore 
as far as Cape Bylot, for the space of twelve hours, and again on the 
27th; but we were so completely frozen up, we could not take advan¬ 
tage of it, although to effect so important an object the ice-saws, axes, 
and every other implement so liberally supplied by government, were 
put in requisition, and all the energies of both officers and crew were 
strained to the utmost, but in vain. 

“Oct. 17.—The thermometer fell to 9°«below Fahrenheit. In the 
beginning of November the ship was housed in, and every arrangement 
made for meeting the rigour of winter: snow walls were raised round 
the ship, and in this manner we drifted to and fro off the high land of 
Cape Comfort—at times carried so close to the rocks as to excite alarm 
for the safety of the ship. 

“Dec. 21.—A furious gale from the westward drove us off shore 14 
miles to the eastward of Cape Comfort, from which point the coast not 
before laid down in our charts was surveyed, as we drifted to the south¬ 
eastward for the distance of about 120 miles, as far as Sea-horse Point, 
the eastern extremity of Southampton Island. The general character 
of the coast barren hills and cliffs, varying from 750 to 1000 feet above 
the sea. 

“ On Christmas-day the first symptoms of scurvy showed themselves, 
which gradually extended itself to all hands. At one time twenty-five 
men were suffering severely from it, but eventually only three persons 
fell victims to this dreadful disease; viz., the gunner and two seamen. 
In the beginning of January, during a calm, our floe of ice split with a 
fearful crash,—and this was the commencement of a series of shocks, 
that nothing but the great strength of the mass of timber and iron em¬ 
ployed in fortifying the ship could have withstood: as it was, the vessel 
strained in every»directidn. Feb. 18.—Early in tlic morning—thermo¬ 
meter at 33° below zero—a disruption of the ice took place, and wat cs 
of ice thirty feet high were rolled towards the ship, which complained 
much—the decks were separated—the beams raised off the sliclf-picces 
—lashings and shores used for supporters gave way—iron bolts partially 
drawn—and the whole frame of the ship trembled so violently as to 
throw some of the men down. Yet this was not our worst disaster. On 
the 15th of March, while drifting to fhe south-eastward, off alow point, 
since appropriately named ‘ Terror Point,’ a, tremendous rush of ice, 
from the north-west took the ship astern, and, although buried to the 
. flukes of the anchor in a dock of ice, such was the pressure, that she was 
forced upon it, and, at the same time, thrown over to starboard—the 
sternpost was carried away, and the stem lifted seven feet out of tire 
water. The same night, a second rush of ice tore up the remnants of 
our floe, and forced the ship, on the ice, bo that her forefoot was quite out 



4 50 


Captain Back’s Voyage. 

of water—her sunken Btcrn was threatened by an overhanging wave 
of ice, full thirty feet high, but which, providentially, stopped as it 
touched the quarter of the ship—the water poured in through the stern- 
frame—and the ship creaked and strained jn cvejy direction: provisions 
were got on deck, the boats lowered, and every preparation made for the 
worst extremity; and, in the darkness and silence of the night, wc 
calmly awaited the anticipated coming of another shock, which, to all 
human appearances, must have been the last. 

“ Heaven ordained it otherwise, and in this novel cradle of ice we 
were drifted, without further injury, to Sea-horse Point. The ice that 
bore us was ascertained to be 70 feet thick, and it was not until wc had 
sawed through long lines of 25 feet thick, at a figure day, that the ship 
was freed from this situation. The position of Sea-horse Point was de¬ 
termined to be 63° 43' long., 80° 10' W., variation 49° westerly; the 
lowest temperature was 53*1 below zero, when both mercury and lirandy 
were frozen. 

“ On the 1 st May the ship still on the ice, was drifted near Mill 
Island, thence to the southward of Nottingham Island, between it and 
Cape Wolstenholme, a perpendicular cliff of 1000 feet high, thence to 
the northward of Charles Island, which we reached on the 21st of 
June. The ice now showed symptoms of disruption, and we set all 
hands to work with a 35 foot ice-saw worked by shears, and on the 
11th of July, having sawed to within three feet, the floe split in a fore 
and aft direction and liberated the larboard side ; wc immediately made 
sail on the ship, but found wc could not extricate her from an iceberg 
between the fore and main chains: we again had recourse to saws and 
purchases, when the lump of ice still fast to the ship rose to the surface 
of the water, and threw the vessel on her beam ends, the water rushing 
in with frightful rapidity. All hands were instantly set to work again, 
and laboured day and night unremittingly at the fatiguing but indis¬ 
pensable operation of sawing, till, exhausted by their exertions, I was 
obliged to call them in from the ice for resit and refreshment. Not a 
quarter of an hour had elapsed from quitting the work when a sudden 
disruption of the ice took place, ami the mass crashed with terrific vio¬ 
lence against the ship’s side, snapping, apparently without effort, the 
lashings and spars that Jiad been placed, fearing this occurrence ; and, 
lnlt for the merciful interposition of Providence, all would inevitably 
have been crushed by the mass of ice on which they had just been 
labouring. 

“ As the ice separated the ship righted and drifted along. Finding 
it impossible to hang the old rudder, a spare one was fitted and sail made 
on the ship:—it was an anxious moment as we waited to see if she 
would answ er her helm—and as fJic bore up ^before the wind, with her 
head towards England, a cheer of gratitude burst from all on board. 

“ I had cherished to the last moment the hope that the damages sus¬ 
tained might not be so great as to prevent my pushing for Wager Inlet# 
by Sir Thomas Roe’s Welcome, and there to •beach the ship and repair 
damages, while some in boats carried into effect the object of our expe¬ 
dition ; but when I found that she required tw r o pumps constantly going 
to keep her free, that both outer and inne« stern-posts were gone, the 
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keel seriously damaged, beside^ various other casualties, I felt it became 
my duty, however reluctantly, to make the best of our way homewards. 
Fortunately, the early part of our passage across the Atlantic was favour¬ 
able, but subsequently the weather became boisterous, and the ship’s 
leaks increased very mtfch, so" that we could barely keep her free with 
incessant pumping: to secure the ship also, we were obliged to frap her 
together with the stream chain cable. 

“ On the 6th of August we again passed through Hudson’s Straits, 
and on the 3rd of September arrived in Lough Swilly, not having let 
go our anchor since June, 1836. 

“ To speculate on what might have been the result of this expedi¬ 
tion, had I reached cither Repulse Bay or Wager River, would now be 
idle, but I cannot resist the opportunity of recording my unaltered 
opinion, as to the practicability of the service, when once a party should 
have reached either of the before-mentioned starting places. 

“ The north-eastern shore of Southampton Island has been now sur¬ 
veyed, for the first time, by Lieutenant Owen Stanley, who has also 
made various views of the coast, and a chart showing the track of the 
ship; the remarkable positions in which the ship was placed among the 
ice have been admirably illustrated by Lieutenant Smyth, in a series of 
spirited and characteristic drawings. 

“ I cannot conclude this brief account without bearing testimony to 
the great assistance I have invariably received from Lieutenant Smyth, 
and all the officers and crew employed under my command in this expe¬ 
dition, to the cheerful obedience with which all orders were obeyed, and 
to the steadiness of behaviour evinced in circumstances of no common 
trial.—I have the honour to be, &c. 

4t George Back.” 


VII .—On the North-Eastern Shore of Southampton Island. By 
Captain Back, R.N. Communicated by Sir John Barrow, 
Bart., F.R.S. 

The name of Southampton Island has become too familiar 
through moderifvoyages of discovery to the north, to require any 
description of its locality, and there are few persons who are not 
aware that Sir Edward Parry and Captain Lyon sailed on either 
coast, north and south, on their course to Repulse Bay. Long 
before their day, as far back as 1(J 15, Bylot and Baffin also visited 
the same north-eastern part of the island under more favourable 
circumstances as regards the seasop than any of their successors; 
for early in June they were in Hudson’s Straits, and had got 
past Cape Comfort before its termination ; but being perplexed 
by the apparently circuitous and deceptive appearance of the 
land on each side of Frozen Strait, which was considered to be a 
bay, they bore away, and steering to the south, ran along the land 
to Sea-horse Point; between which and Nottingham Island they 
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remained till July 27th, without experiencing any, or at least 
many, of those icy difficulties, which seem to have increased so • 
much of late. I believe that no chart was published of their 
voyage, and as Sir Edward Parry m&de the land somewhere about 
Cape Comfort in lat. 64° 50' Nthe intervening space of about 
120 geographical miles comprehended between that Cape and 
Sea-horse Point, its eastern extremity, remained a blank on our 
maps, until the extraordinary situation of H. M. S. Terror, thrown 
on the surface of the ice, and forcibly carried by it along the 
whole line of coast, enabled me to fill it up. 

Without refeience to the details of the ship’s movements and 
dangers, which, however interesting in themselves, are too numer¬ 
ous, and would occupy too much time to be inserted here, 1 
shall commence in the or^ler of our being driven close to the land 
near the south entrance of Frozen Strait, r in lat. 6.5° 17' N., long. 
83° 41' W„ merely mentioning those passing events which are 
necessary for the perspicuity and clear comprehension of the fol¬ 
lowing remarks. 

The impracticability of forcing a passage into Repulse Bay by 
keeping as near as possible to Baffin’s Island, being manifest by 
repeated failures, with considerable difficulty and much pressure 
from the heavy and closely-packed ice, by which we were beset, 
we gradually approached the coast of Southampton Island. 

The frost smoke that allured us vanished as we drew near, and 
the dark lanes of water from which it originated closed firmly, to 
the utter impossibility of proceeding one yard farther. Left, 
therefore, to the influence of events, we were borne backwards 
and forwards, according to the eccentric mo\ements of the ice, 
crowding sail when the least crack showed a probability of an 
opening, or with the aid of saws, axes, and ice anchors, warping a 
few paces, until the most closely packed ice finally arrested our 
progress, twelve miles from Cape Bylot, when only fifteen more 
would have ensured a safe wintering ground in Duke of York’s 

B$y. • * 

That portion of the coast it is unnecessary to describe, since 
ample justice has been done to it by more able pens than mine, 
but commencing from the sloping yet bold outline of Cape Bylot, 
and proceeding to the south-east, the land is high and irregular, 
apparently full of sinuosities and bays, bounded by abrupt pre¬ 
cipices and shelving acclivities. » These seem to offer shelter and 
a safe retreat from stress of weather and other accidents, but on 
a nearer inspection they are found to be open and exposed to the 
most dangerous winds from the north and east, owing to the pre-* 
valence of which, during the autumn of* 1836, they were con¬ 
stantly blocked up with layers of ice. Provided, however, they 
were once clear, a vessel might find temporary security with any 
wind from the south. 
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Fifteen miles from Cape 'Bylot, the coast* is more broken into 
hill and valley, and rivulets and mountain torrents are seen worm¬ 
ing their noisy way through the centre of the latter, until they 
fall into the sea, whiqjh at its 'margin is abundantly bordered by 
immense piles of ice. Four miles to the eastward the coast-line 
becomes more craggy, but retains the same general character as 
the former, and immediately turning to the south it forms Smyth’s 
Harbour, one mile and a half long, and half a mile broad, shel¬ 
tered from all winds except the north-north-east, which blows 
directly into it. 

There seemed at $>ne time to be a distant chance of our getting 
into this snug place, for a long and broad sheet of young ice was 
formed in-shorc of us, and afforded a hope that nothing more 
formidable would impede the passage into the harbour, which, 
nevertheless, was so thoroughly blocked up, that the underlayers, 
forced there by external pressure, obstructed the descent of the 
lead when endeavouring to got soundings. Neither could the 
rise and fall of the tide be ascertained, though some approxima¬ 
tion may be arrived at, from the marks or water-line on the rocks, 
which indicated from twelve to sixteen feet. 

The western entrance is comparatively low, though by no 
means so in reality, since it soon rises into formidable elevations, 
intexsected by abrupt ascents, which at particular places under the 
cliffs are thickly strewed with debris of the impending granitic rock, 
which has nearly the same mineralogical characters with that to 
the westward ; but in the hand specimens brought home, the mica 
is so disposed in layers as to give a somewhat slaty structure to 
the mass. The harbour is surrounded by the same kind of 
granite, traversed by similar narrow ravines thickly covered with 
snow ; but the point most deserving of notice was a fine imposing 
perpendicular cliff, six bundl ed and fifty feet high, from which 
there was the most beautiful echo imaginable; and its charms 
were so attractive in that monotonous solitu,dc as to lead many 
from their ordinary occupations, for the mere novelty of hearing 
the stranger-like accents of their own softened voice. 

Beyond these hills others rose to about eight hundred and fifty 
feet, backed again by a further inland range attaining to fully 
sixteen hundred feet. 

The tracks of bears, foxes, and deer, were seen in the valleys, 
which produced a few miserably stunted willows, the occasional 
resort of a solitary brace of white partridges. 

Eight miles from Smyth’s Harbour is a wide open bay, where I 
landed. It was bounded by mountains of granite of exactly the 
same kind with that already described,! which abutted on the sea, 

* Granite composed of a large proportion of rose-coloured felspar, grey quarto, 
and blackish mica in small scales, collected into patches, 
i Most of the specimens are like the granite already spoken of—one called iso- 
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and which were intersected by three valleys, two having nearly a • 
due south direction, and the third a more westerly one. These 
valleys were formed of successive terraces of coarse gravel like gi¬ 
gantic steps, their regularity being onlyVokeli at unequal intervals, 
by protruding rocks like those around; they were the abode of a 
few Alpine hares, one of which was shot. The proximity of these 
intervening islands had visibly affected the quantity of gravelly 
deposit forming the terraces, since, in the narrowest, which was 
about three quarters of a mile broad, there was an increase of 
elevation ainoknting to several feet above the others. But, 
though file terraces rose with remarkable uniformity for upwards 
of two miles, they did not maintain the same regularity to the 
base of the further line qf mountains, but, on the contrary, were 
suddenly bisected by numerous basins, having peculiar connecting 
ridges, with other terraces parallel to those first mentioned. On 
the higher ridges of the latter were a few solitary smooth rocks, 
worn so, perhaps, by attrition, which formed a marked contrast to 
the sharp and acute angles of the pointed rocks a little above 
them. A water-course ran through the centre of these different 
valleys; and near one was a circle of stones, evidently used a 
long time ago, for the purpose of extending an Esquimaux tent, 
denoting clearly that the place had formerly been frequented by 
those people. The mountains varied in height from fourteen to 
sixteen hundred feet, and though the ascent would be tedious 
from the depth of snow on them, yet, by winding up the ravines 
and along the slopes, the summits might be gained ; and these 
being obtuse or rounded, afforded still greater facility for walking. 
One side was invariably precipitous, and the dip was nearly at 
right angles to the horizon. I looked *111 vain for any of those 
upright stones so plentifully set up as marks to cross the country, 
where the inhabitants are numerous, and which strike the eye of a 
stranger as very curious, when travelling through the interior of 
the continent, from tHe barren lands to the sea co^Tfet. 

Again : the lower lands here were uncommonly sterile, hardly 
affording sustenance for the Alpine hare, while the ledges and 
summits above were clothed with grass, on which two rein-deer 
were feeding, while thinly scattered shrubs of stunted growth, 
and here and there a ground willow, relieved the eye from the 
monotonous and pallid glare of |now around. 

East of this, the coast is sterile and forbidding, with a peculiarly 
wild and dark aspect, attributable in some measure to the abrupt 
steepness of the cliffs and rocks, where the snow cannot rest, and* 
where the narrow defiles are more than usually gloomy. 

The nearer rocks rise about 1000 feet, and receding from them 
three or four miles inland, the view is germinated by others of a 

lated rock iu tho valley” is a very fine-grained-grey granite, having almost a slajy 
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far greatfcr elevation ; the two most conspicuous among the num¬ 
ber having rounded summits, visible at a considerable distance, 
and which particularly distinguish the headland, known by the 
name of Cape Comfort.* 

From it the land trends away more to the south, and the tide 
•and current, conjointly with the wind, produce a commotion here 
that nothing can withstand. On one occasion, when the ice in 
which the Terror was embedded, by some unaccountable convul¬ 
sion was turned round, and exposed the shortest ard weakest part 
of the floe to the fiction of the accidental lane of water along 
shore, we were taken within a short mile of the towering and per¬ 
pendicular front of the Cape, which j ust there was rent into innu¬ 
merable fissures, alternating with jagged* and splintery projections 
of the most fearful description. 

Though there was but little wind at the time, the ice was driven 
bodily against the rocks, and rising up in huge masses of many 
tons’ weight, became reduced to fragments in an instant. Hap¬ 
pily for us, after losing a few hundred yards of our floe, it drifted 
onward past the danger, and thus relieved me from further 
anxiety on that day. Stretching to the south-east beyond this, 
the coast partakes of a more mountainous character for upwards 
of oO miles, having a slight curve, with apparent openings like 
harbours, but in fact destitute of the smallest shelter, desolate, 
and barren. Towards the limit of the distance, the outline of the 
mountains becomes more regular, with broader intervals and 
easier sloping valleys between them, until it is again altered by 
what, a mile or two off, wears all the semblance of a ridgy sand 
clilf, but which a closer investigation detects to be coarse gravel 
with imbedded rocks and stones of a yellow weather-worn appear¬ 
ance, but extremely hard to the hammer. The cliff is very high, 
and is seen from a great distance at sea. 

Having beejt drifted within a mile of the shore, I went to it on 
snow shoes, not, however, without some scrambling and leaping 
to cross the heaped up ice, which from the immense pressure on 
it from the north, was thrown up and piled into the wildest chaos 
imaginable. 

The line of coast at the place of landing trended N.W. and 
S.E., and rocks of sienite rose into disconnected hills from eight 
to twelve hundred feet high. Some of these hills struck from 
the interior to the beach in parallel ranges, in a direction of 
N.N.E. and S.S.W., and though a few bold perpendicular cliffs 
presented themselves, yet by far the greater part was separated 
by vertical Assures, having what I should term a jagged and ex¬ 
cessively irregular surface. 

- . ...—.— i - -- 

* The specimens of granite from Cape Comfort are much weathered, And do not 
riiiew the rose-colour in the felspar; in other respects, they resemble those from 
Smyth’s Harbour. 
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The general colour was a reddish yellow,, with almost parallel * 
and horizontal leaves or stripes of blackish green, differing never¬ 
theless in this particular, according*to jvhicl^ of the two prevailed. 
Some indeed partook of a dullish green. Behind these ranges, 
and divided only by valleys from a quarter to a mile and a half 
broad, were other hills slanting towards the former, and HlSre 
rounded in general form, though equally broken in miniature. 

They looked like trap formations, and had also narrow valleys 
running far into the interior. Farther to the westward, in a di¬ 
rection Rewards the ridge cliff, the outline presented a more 
even aspect, with an extensive valley and a river running through 
it. The same kind of terraces were observable as before, with 
this difference, that their*surfaccs were all parallel to the horizon, 
while the precipitous parts had nearly the same inclination, and 
this character extended to the ridge cliff, which with similar ar¬ 
rangements at different altitudes was almost tabulated on the top. 

To the east, on the contrary, there was not much variation, 
except that the waters of a lake emptied themselves over a pic¬ 
turesque ledge of rocks into the extreme end of Stanley Harbour, 
which was nearly of similar dimensions, and equally, if not more, 
exposed to the prevailing winds than the first one described. 
The country then got more rugged, and produced a brawling and 
rapid river 200 yards wide at the mouth, bordering on which the 
hills grew steeper, and ultimately ended in Cape Fisher, 7<30 feet 
high. In traversing the different valleys, and especially that 
which I first ascended, it was impossible not to remark the pro¬ 
gressive terraces, and the diminution of their flat or upper sur¬ 
faces as I drew near to the highest point of elevation; the same 
features being equally conspicuous in all! The entire face of the 
country (as far as I could ascertain) consisted of rounded stones of 
sienitic granite, more resembling coarse shingle than anything 
else, though far apart from each other; I sometimes observed a 
fe^ loose slabs of limestone,* the first seen being at an elevation 
of 400 feet above the level of the sea. 1 could not discover any 
approximation to an equality of level in the terraces separated by 
the rocks, but it was scarcely possible to avoid leaning to the opinion 
that they had been subjected to inundation at one time or other. 

There was a want of vegetation unusual even in these regions, 
and a more decidedly sterile scene, in the fullest acceptation of 
the phrase, could not well be imagined. Nor was it merely local, 
for some rather long excursions were made inland in search of ^ 
animals, without success • and in the corn#e of the journeys, only 
a few scattered patches of moss and short grass were seen, and 
not a living thing of any description. 

* (Compact magnesian limestone—mountain limestone ?) This limestone is evi¬ 
dently of the same kind with Borne rolled pieces found on the ice, one of which co» 
tains corallines. 
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The country got more mountainous as the parties advanced, 
and though very desirous of reaching the summit of the most ele¬ 
vated point, yet finding always a fresh hill rising before them, the 
design was abandoned, and they returned wearied and disap¬ 
pointed to the ship. 

For fourteen miles beyond Cape Fisher, in a S.E. by S. direc¬ 
tion, the main appearances continue unaltered .* the line of coast 
indeed is more broken and tortuous, and one bay was passed which 
looked favourable enough, but in all probability differed little 
from the others. Thence, however, eighteen inileS further, there 
is a decided cliangt; for the hills gradually decrease in size as 
they turn away south, and becoming ultimately low and sloping, 
turned a little easterly until they are lost altogether at Point 
M'Murdo, which is the western entrance to an extensive bay, 
inlet, or strait; but which, could not be ascertained, though from 
the strong set of the current into it, there seems some probability 
iff its being connected with Evans’ Inlet, on the east side of the 
island. The low land stretching from Point M/Murdo to the 
S.S.W. was lost sight of in clear weather, and high hills made out 
about 20 miles due south in the opening. The closeness of the 
ice, however, prevented the ship being carried into it; and it was 
hereabouts that we experienced those successive rushes of the ice 
much more frequently than to the westward. 

The breadth of the opening as far as Point M'Lure, which 
forms the eastern entrance, is about 14 miles, having Gore Island, 
near the latter, and some more land, possibly another island, due 
west of it. Far from being low. Gore Island consists of high 
rocks, and on the western side is a huge bluff, which from a few 
miles’ distance has an imposing appearance. The coast too from 
Point M‘Lure resumes its mountainous outline, and though more 
even and accessible than some already described, there are two 
dome-like summits /hat distinguish it from every other part. 
Mount Minto, which is the highest, attaiiis to upwards of 1000 
feet, and from the eastward has a conical shape. Running’out 
from the latter, or separated by a narrow channel, is another line 
of low hills forming Terror Point, so named from.its being the 
place where the sternpost was carried away, and the ship sustained 
the greatest damage. .This low coast extends about 14 miles to 
Point Saunders, and iben diverging to the south-west, is lost in 
the continuation of the mountain range from Mount Minto. 

Twelve miles beyond the last point, and close to Sir James 
Gordon’s Pay, the high land terminates, and disappears altogether 
in two small islands; immediately to the south-east of which is 
Sea-horse Point, the eastern limit of Southampton Island. 
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Charles Eaton, by Captain P. P. King. R.N. 8vo. 

Coup d'CEil sur l’lle de Javaet les autres possessions Neerlandaiscs dans 
l'Archipel des Indes, par le Comte C. S. W. de Hogendorp. 8vo. 
Bruxelles. 

Indian Archipelago: Voyages and Adventures in, in 1832-3-4, by G. Wind- 
son Earl. 8vo. 

New Guinea—Vevhaal van eene Reize naar de Zuid-Wcst-Kust van Nieuw 
Guinea; gedaan in 1828, door J. Modera. 8vo. 

„ Reize door den Zuidelijken Molukschen Arcliipel in Zuid-West- 
Kust van Nieuw Guinea; gedaan in do Jaren 1825 en 1826, door 
D. H. Kola: 8vo. 

South Seas—Missionary Enterprises in the South Sea Islands, by the Rev. 
John Williams. 8vo. 1837. 

„ Reize ora de Wereld in de Jaren 1823-4, met Z.M. KorvetLynx, 
van J. P. M. Willinck. I vol. 8vo.—1 vol. 4to. Breda. 1836. 

„ Voyages aux lies du Grand Ocean, par J. A. Moeronliout. 2 vols. 
8vo. - 

Aunalen der Erd-Volker und Staatenkunde, von Dr. Heinrich Berghaus. 
No. 138. Sept. 

Geojjrapliischer Almanach, von Dr. Heinrich Berghaus. 

Abregc. de Geographic, par Adrien Balbi. 3rd edition publishing. 

Annales des Voyages, par MM. Eyries, Alex, de Humboldt, &c. 3 me serie, 
15 th vol. 

Tratado Elcmentar de (reografia, par Don Jose de Urcullu. 2 vols. 8vo. 
Oporto. 1*636. 

The Nautical Magazine. Nov. 1837. 1 

MAPS AND CHARTS. 

Ordnance Office. 

British Isles—Survey of England and Wales, 70 sheets published; scale 
1 inch to a mile. 

„ The Ordnance Survey of Ireland; scale 6 inches to a mile, 
9 counties published. 

„ The Ordnance Survey of Scotland, commenced. 

Hydrographic Office. 

England—East Coast, Lowestoft Roads with the Corton, Holm, and New- 
come Sands, by Captain W. Hewett, R.N.; scale 4 inches to a niilc. 
1836. 

Wales—Pembroke Reach, in Milford Haven, by Lieut. H. M. Denham, 
R.N., 1830; scale 4 inches to a mile. 1837. 
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Wales—Jack Sound, surveyed by Lieut. H.M. Denham, R.N., 1630; scale 
3$ inches to a mile. 1837. 

Ireland—Anchorage off Wicklow with the Projected Piers, by Commander 
W. Mudge, 1837 ; scale 6 inches £o atonile. • 

France—Port of Marseilles, from French Documents, with additions by Capt. 
W. H. Smyth, R.N.; scale 5 inches to a mile. 1837. 

„ La Cassidaigne Rock and the adjacent Coast, by Captain 
Smyth, R.N., 1823 ; scale 1-ft inches to a mile. 1837. ^ 

Spain—Portugalette and Bilboa, and the River Nervion,by Mr. H. Thomp¬ 
son and Lieut. Le Hardy, R.N.; scale 2 miles to an inch. 1836. 

C.- a . _J l_rr» i kon . _ i. a •_l__ 


Port of Santander, by Tofino, 
1836. 


1788: scale 2 inches to a mile. 


„ Tort of Cadiz, by Captain W. H. Smyth? R.N.; scale lf ff inch 
to a mile. 1837. 

„ Tracks of Her Majesty’s Vessels in search of the Eight Stones; 
scale 1^ inch to a degree* 1837. 

Africa—The River Quorra from RabbS. to the Sea, and a portion of the 
River Shadda, by Lieut. W. Allen, R.N., 1833; scale 4 inches to a 
degree. 1837. 

„ South-East Coast, Port Natal, by Captain E. Hawes, 1831 ; scale 
2 inches to a mile. 1836. 

Canada—Plans of the River St. Lawrence, 17 sheets, surveyed by Captain 
Bayfield, R.N., 1827-34 ; scale 1 inch to a mile. 1837. 

West Indies—Sheet 8, from the Island of Trinidad to Los Roques ; 9, from 
Los Roques to Cabo la Vela; 10, from Cabo la Vela to Cay os Ratones, 
ehieliy from Spanish documents; scale 4 inches to a degree. 1837. 

„ Part of the Florida and Providence Channels, showing the 

positions of the new Light-Houses on Gun Cay and on the south 
point of Abaco Island, by Captain R. Owen, R.N.; scale 1 inch to 
a mile. Published in 1836. 




Dcp6t de la Guerre. 

France—Carte Topographique, scale in 258 sheets, 48 published; 
Altkirch, Arras, Boulogne, Cambray, Colmar, Ferney, Laon, Mont- 
didier, Nancy, Saverne, Strasbourg, et Vassy. Published in 1837. 

„ Carte de la Guyennc ; scale , 3 Jgg ,in 64 sheets; 50 published. 

„ Departement de la Seine, au ?n jn 0 , in 9 sheets. 

„ Carte des Pays, compris entre la France, les Pays-Bas, et le 
Rhin ; scale ^L,*, in 15 sheets. This map is founded on a triangu- 
lation made by M.*Eranchot, and surveyed by the Trench engineers, 
nearly finished. 

Raviere—Carte de la Baviere ; unsm> hi 22 sheets ; by the French and Ba¬ 
varian engineers. 

Afrique—Province de Constantine. 

„ „ d’Oran. 

» d'Alger. 

„ Des Environs de Bonne. # « 

Depfit de la Marine. 

France—Carte particuliere des C6t6s, entre le Cap Frehel et Cancale, Baie^ 
de la Frenay, anse de St. Malo, cours de # la ranee jusqu’ 5. l'anse de 
Mont Marin, 1829 ; scale 1 inch to a mile. 1836. 

* „ Carte particuliere des C6t6s, anse de Vauville, Cap de la Hague, 
Rade de Cherbourg, Cap Levi. 

„ Carte particuliere des Cot6s, entre Is Fort do Querqueville et le 
Fort de la Hougue, Rade de Cherbourg, Cap Levi, pointe et raz de 
• Barfteur, pointe de Barlleur, 1832-3; scale 1 inch to a mile. 1836. • 
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France—Ca.te particulars des Cotes entre la pointe de Barfleur et Grand- 
Champ, Rade de la Hougue, ile St. Morcouf, banca du grand Vay, 
1832-3 ; scale 1 inch to a mi\e. 1836. 

„ Plan du Port du Bartteur et de sea Environs, 1832-3: scale 10 
inches to a mile. 1836. 

„ Plan de la Rade de la Hougue, 1833; scale 5 inches to a mile. 
1836. 

Africa—Carte de la Cote Septentrionale d’Afriquo, entre Alger et les Ties 
Zafarines, 1831-3 ; scale 5 inches to a degree. 1836. 

„ Plan de la Baie de Tangier. 

„ Les Atterages d* Alger; 2 nd edition. 

„ Plan du Mouillage d'Alger, 1831 ; published 1836 ; scalc^l^ inch 
to a mile. 1 

Madagascar—Plan de la Baie de Diego Suarer. 

Mer des Indes—Carte Generate. 1837. 

Chile—Plan de la Baie de Coquimbo, 1836 ; sdale 7-10ths of an inch to a 
mile. 1836. 

,, Plan de l’lle et Rade d'lquique, 1826 ; scale 3 T 2 5 inches to a mile. 
1836. 

Belgium—Plan of Brussels, by M. Craan, in 4 sheets; scale 29 inches to a 
mile. 

„ Environs of Brussels, by C. Perkins, in 9 sheets; scale 7 inches to 
a mile. 

Saxony—Atlas des Kbnigreichs Sachsen, von Colonel Oberreit, in 19 sheets; 
scale 4-5ths of an inch to a mile. Dresden. 1837. 5 sheets published. 

Russia—Map of Russia, by the Depot Topographique, under General 
von Schubert, in 59 sheets; scale * 3 ^. 24 published. 

„ Karte vom Ural Gebirge, gegriindet auf die astronomischen beobach- 
tungen von Schubert, A. von Humboldt, &c.; scale 2 ^ inches to a 
degree. 

„ Chart of the White Sea, surveyed by Capt. Reineke, 1829-33 ; scale 
7 inches to a degree. Published by J. W. Norie, London. 1837. 

„ Chart of the Black Sea; scale 5 inches to a degree. Published by 
J. W, Norie, London. 1837. 

Switzerland—Karte der Schweiz, von Dr. J. E. Woerl, in 20 sheets ; scale 
i inch to a mile. Freiburg. 1836. 

Italy—Map of the Pontine Marshes, by M. Weibeking. Munich. 1837. 

Spain—Plan of the Port and Town of Bilbao; scale 1 ^ inch to a mile, by 
James Wyjd. 1837: 

„ Country between St. Sebastian and the French Frontier, scale If >n. 
to a mile, by James Wyld. 1837. 

Madeira and its Dependencies, scale 2 miles to an inch, by James Wyld. 
1836. 

India—Showing the Civil and Military Stations, scale 1 inch to a degree, 
by James Wyld. 1837. 

South America—comprising the whole of the late Survey of the Coast, 1 
sheet, by John Arrowsmith. Nov. 1837. 

„ Lac de Titicaca et partie au grand plateau des Andes (Bolivia 
et P 6 rou) en 1833, par Alcide d'Orbigny. Published in 1835 ; scale 
6 miles to an inch. 1835. 

‘ vVest Indies—Kaart van het Eiland Curasao, by W. G. Hulst van Keulen ; 
scale 3 inches to a mile. Amsterdam. 1836. 

Australia, in 2 sheets, including the most recent Discoveries, by John Arrow- 
smith. London. Nov. 1837. Scale J inch to a degree. 

New Zealand ; scale li inch f,o a degree, by Lieut. M‘Donnell, R.N, Lon¬ 
don. 1837. 



INDEX 


Aconcagua, mountain, height of, 
143. 

Acteeon^tslands, 454. 

Adranos, 36. 

Afi)um~kai&-hisar, 58. 

Africa, north, 184—west, 186— 
south, 187. * 

-Alexander’s Letters from South, 

439. 

’Afrin, Thermal Springs at, 416. 
’Ain Jowari, 21 . 

’A’in Abfi Mabuth, 22. 

Alckiam, 57. 

Alcohuan Monuments, 2 . 

Altai Mountains, 395. 

Akaba, 454. 

Amasia, 48, 50, 51. 

Amazons, R., 191. 

America, North, 188; Central, 189; 

South, 190. 

Amsterdam, Old, 349. 

Anah, 427. 

Anazarbah, 421. 

Antioch, 418. 

Angora, 56. 

Apollonia, Lake, 35. 

Arabia, 182 ; Travels in, 400. 
Ararat, Mount, 44. 

Arru Islands, 372. 

Asia, 180; Central, lgl; Minor, 
*34, 183. 

Athos, Mount, 65; height, 66 ; 

ascent of, 68 ; its Monasteries, 66 , 
Aulocrene, Lake, 59. 

Australia, 193; expedition into, 271; 
discoveries in, 273 ; best direction 
for exploring in, 282; natives of, 
284. 

Azani, Ruins, 37. 

Atlas, Mount, 153. 

Babba Islands, 371. 

Balbek, 98. 

Baffin’s Islands, 461. 

Bardis, 43. 

Beni-Abb-All, 105. 

Beni-Riysim Tribe, 109. 

Bei-biee, R., ascent of, 302; In¬ 


dians on the, 305 ; Rapids in, 312; 
Botany of, 320 ; Cataracts, 336. 

Bisherra, 97. 

Boghazkoi, %3. 76 ; distance from, 
77; ruins, 78. 

Brazil, 190. 

Brusa, 34. 

Buenos Ayres, 358; Pampas of, 367. 

Bunker’s I., 227. 

Bylot, Cape, 461. 

Cabalaba R., 289. 

Caesars, City of the, 356. 

Calabar, Old, R., ascent of, 195 ; is 
it a branch of the Quorra ? 198. 

Camaroon Mountains, 201. 

Caroline I., 225. 377. 

Carsus R., 414. 

Cerasus, 46. 

Ch&r-shambah, 48. 

Chatal-Tfipeh, 64. 

Chelona, Mountain, 86 ; height, 94. 

Cholula, Pyramid, 1 . 

Chorum, 51. 75. 

Ch 6 rlti, 62. 

Christmas I., 226 ; Cataract, 336. 

Comfort, Cape, 461. 

Conception, 354. 

Corentyn, R., ascent of, 285; aba- 
puri or bore, 288; Cataracts, 295 ; 
position of mouth, 299; sailing di¬ 
rections for entrance, 300. 

Cuyuny R., ascent of, 446; Rapids 
in, 447 ; Great Fall, 449. 

Davidson (Mr.), Letters from Ma- 
rocco, 144; visit to Mount Atlas, 
153; at Wadnun, 157; departure 
forTimbfiklCi, 1 G 1 ; his death, 166. 

Dead Sea, 456. 

Dine'ir, 59; fossils near, 60. 

mill, 369. 

Diw&niyfeh, 428. 

Dourga Strait, 386.' 

Duke of York’s Bay, 461. 

Ecrtcok, 196 ; old, 197. 

Edgecumbe, Mount, 374. • 
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INDEX. 


■>Eg 6 rdir, Lajce, 58. 

Einos, 63. 

Euphrates, expedition to the, 411, 
417; level above th^ Mediter¬ 
ranean, 419; Survey ot, 423. 

Euxine Sea, 41. 

Fistic/ Cape, 465. 

Gediz, 37. 

Geographical Society at Paris, 194; 
Berlin, 195; Frankfort, ib. 

Geography, Progress of, in 1836-7, 
172; British Isles, 174; France, 
176; Germany, 177; Russia, 178 ; 
Asia, 180; Central Asia, 181; 
Africa, 184; West, 186; South, 
187; America, North, 188; Cen¬ 
tral, 189; South, 190; Patagonia, 
191 ; Australia, 193. 

Glenelg R., 276. 

Gordon’s Bay, 466. 

Gore I., 466. 

Grampians, South, 275. 

Greece, Northern Frontier of, 81; 
Heights in, 94. 

Guadalupe, I., 222 . 

Guayana, 190, 285, 302, 446. 

Hadriani Ruins, 36. 

Haj'i Koi, 51. 

Hamanlu Ruins, 35. 

Hawfiz, 434. 

Hebron, 456. 

Hit, 428. 

Iluaheine I., 221 . 

Ibrah, 107. 

I’liyats of Persia, 230; Kajar, Af- 
shars, 231; Lak, 232 ; Feili, Bay- 
5 t, Kurd, Atm&k, 233 ; Hezkreh, 
Baluch, Bakhtiyirt, 234; Shekfigi, 
Shkh-seven, Memacenni, 235. 

India, present state of the Surveys 
in, 127 ; Reynolds’ Map of, 138; 
Survey of, 139; Plan of opera¬ 
tions, 140. 

Indies, West, 190. 

Indus R., 12. 

Iskenderun-Gulf, Survey of, 414. 

Jaffa, 456. 

J&bel-Akhdar, 108, 112, 401 ( . 

- el Akra, 413. 

-- Masinab, 23. 

Jeraish, 456. 

Jericho, 456. 

Jerusalem, 456. 


Jilleh,21. 

Jonas’ Pillars, 414. 

Juan Fernandez, 212 . 

Juni, 96. 

Kal'ah-jik, 55. 

Kal’at-el-Mudlk, 418. 

Karaies, Mount, 440. 

Kara-hisur, 51. 

Kara-su Lake, 416. 

Kars, 43. 

Karyes, 67. 

Kassandra, 69. * “ 

Katakekaumene, 40. 

Kawi language, 403. 

Kerahsun, 47. 

Keshan, 63. 

Kh&bOr, 426. 

Khonas, 60. 

Khurasan, 43. 

Kilkat, 104. 

K 6 bek, 39. 

Kousie R., 441. 

Kule Boghaz Mines, 420. 

Kulak, 40. 

Kumenek, 49. 

Kurdistan, Geology of, 437. 

Lavra, 68 . 

Lebanon, Mount, 98. 

Lemnos, 69. 

Lobos I., 455. 

Longos, 69. 

Lycus, R. 60; natural bridge over, 
61. 

M'Lure, Point, 466. 

M‘Murdo, Point, 466. 

Maria I., 455. 

Marocco, Davidson’s Letters from, 
144; names of places in, 243,270.. 
Marquesas, 223. 

Maskat, 103. 

Matappie, 289. 

Maurua, I., 220 . 

Minto, Mount, 466; Island, 455. 
Moluccas, Archipelago, 369; pro¬ 
ductions of, 370. 

Murray R., 274. 

Nakab-el-Hajar, journey to, 20; 

ruins, 27; posilion of, 32. 
Neuquen R., 354. 

New Guinea, S.W. coast, 383; na¬ 
tives, 387; productions, 389; geo¬ 
graphical positions, 392; vocabu¬ 
lary of language, 393. 
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New South Wales, 193 ; surveys in, 
279. 

Novo-Arkhangelsk, 374. 

Oliphant, R., 439. 

Old Providence I., 203. 200 ; pro¬ 
ductions, 207. 

Oman, 102; oases of, 107; descrip¬ 
tion of, 112 . 

Olympus, height of, 69. 

Oomimak I., 375. 

Oonalaska I., 375. 

Orangfc«i4., 441; copper ore near, 
442. 

Ortala-Post, 286. 

Orontes, R.,[96,415; ils soiy’ceSjOO. 

Pacific Ocean, 194; voyage to, 212 ; 
Atlas of, 406; positions in, 408 ; 
errors in charts of, 409; new 
islands in, 454. 

Panueo R., stone figures from its 
banks, 5. 

Patagonia, 192. 356. 

Paraguay, 360; River, 362 ; Mis¬ 
sions in, 368. 

Peru, 191. 

Petra, 456. 

Phillip, Port, 277. 

Pitcairn's I., 213. 

Pntosi, 360. 

Pribyloft'Islands, 376. 

Qua Mount, height of, 201 . 

Rio do la Plata, 191, 352. 
Rhyndacus R., 35. 37. 

Rodoslo, 62. 

Saghrah, Mount, 42. 

St. Lucas Cape, 228. 

S^lahiyah, 426. 

Samsun, 48. 

Samothraki, Height of, 64. 
Sandwich Is., 221. 

Santa Cruz, R., ascent of, 114; 
descent, 126; the Intendency of, 
364. 

Sangurius, 56. 

Sardes, 41. 

Saunders’ Point, 466. 

Seahorse Point. 459. 466. 

Seda, 111 . 


Semavine Is., 375. , * 

Sinai, 456. 

Sind, 11 ; history of, 13; inha- 
* brants, 44; government, 16 ; lan¬ 
guage, 17 ; productions, 18. 

Sinope, 42. 48. 

Smyth’s Harbour, 462. 

Society Is., 215. 

Some'isat, 422. 

Southampton I., 460. 

Spain, New ; monuments of its an¬ 
cient inhabitants, 1 . 

Stanley Ha#bour, 465. 

Suleimanlu Ruins, 39. 

Sumgurlu, 53. 77. 

Suk-el-Shuyukh, 429. 

Sur, 104. 

Syria, earthquake in, 100. 45G. 
Syrian Desert, 416. 

Tahiti, I.,219. 

Tarija, province of, 366. 

Taurus, Mount, journey to, 419; 

geological structure of, 421. 
Taushanlu, 35. 

Tavium, 75. 

Tebiquari R., 363. 

Tercero R„ 367. 

Terror Point, 458. 

Thaso, I. 64. 

Tigris, R., 435. 

Timor Laut, group, 373. 

Toltec monuments, 2 ; people, 9. 
Tortum, valley, 45. 

Trebizond, 43. 

Tripofis, 46. 

Ualan, Island, 377. 

Uniyeh, 47. 

Ural Mountains, g95; Mines in, 399. 
’Ushkk, 38. 

Voyage round the globe, (Bennett) 
211 ; Liitke, 374. 

Wadi Falij, 104 ; Meifah, 23. 32. 
Wieronie, 341. 

William Mount its height, 276. 
Wimmeri'R., 276. 

Wolstenholme Cape, 459. 

Yekaterinburg, 397. 

Yuzkat,f> 2 . 75. 
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